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Public Law 601, 79th Congress 

The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
763, 2d session, which provides: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress asse7nbled i * * * 

PART 2 — RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
? * Rule X 

SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 

sfc'jic jjc * * 

18. Committee on Un-American Activities; to* consist of nine Members. 

Rule XI 

* 

POWERS AND DUTIES OP COMMITTEES 

(q) (I) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) UnTAmerican activities. , 

(2) The^ Committee on UnTAmerican Activities, as- a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time 'to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United* States, 

(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American* propa- 
ganda that is, instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attack's 
the principle of the- form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution;, and 

(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress imany necessary 

remedial legislation., x 

The Committee on Un- American Actiyities shall report to the House (or. to .the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the, results; of any such' investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as* it deems advisable. 

For >the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee -thereof, is authorized ~to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United .States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has* recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of . such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of' the .committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chair manor member. 

* * * * * * * 

Rule XII 

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 

Sec. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments, pr related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the .execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned. of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the jurisdic- 
tion of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 


RULES ADOPTED BY THE 85TH QONQEESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1957 

* * * 4 = 4 = . * 4 = 

t f 

Rule X 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

1* There shah be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, < 

4= 5f£ 4= 4= 4= # if! 

(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 

4= * 4s 4* # 4= # 

Rule XI 

powers and; duties op committees* - 

* * * * ■* * 4 = 

18. Committee on Un- American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities.. 

(b) The Committee on TJut A merican Activities, as, a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda ^activities in the United 1 States, 
{2) the diffusion within, the United States of subversive and uh^ American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries 'Qr of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto' ftliat would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-zAmerican Activities shall report to Hie House {or to^the 
Cleric of the House if the Houseds not in session) the results of any such investi? 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee om Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee "thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such- times 
and places within the United States, whether of not the House is sitting, ha3 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to thke such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas 1 may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by aiiy such chairman, and may he served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

* £ # * * i 4= # £ 

26,. To assist the House in appraising the administration pf the laws and ’in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the Hou^e shall ^exercise continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government., 
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THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY 

• , ■ (Part 2). 


, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1958 

> ' * *i *' * ■. 

* Uotte3 ^States House oe Representatives, 

' * ’* ^ * * StmCC^MAliTTEE OE THE 

Committee on Un- American Activities, 

* Los Angeles; Oalif. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 


The subcommittee of "the Committee* on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to fecess, at 9 : 45' a.m., in room >229, Federal Building, 
Los* Angeles * Calif., Hon; -Francis E. Walter (chairman) presiding/ 
Committee members present* Representatives FrancisE. W alter, of 
Pennsylvania, and Morgan M. Moulder, of Missouri. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel, and Wil- 
liam A. Wheeler, investigator. 

1 The^ C hairman.: Will you* raise your right hand? Do you swear 
the testimony you are about to gjive will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and no thing but the truth, so help you God ? 

MrS. Blair. Edo:* * ' '* , * » " “ 


TESTIMONY ; 0E HARRIET BLAIR* ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

ELMO VICKERS 

* * < - 1 , " i „ - 

Mr. Tavenner; Will you state your name, please? 

Mr s a B l A m ; Harriet Blair* 1 * * 

* Mr. -Txvenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness' please 
identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Vickers. I am Elmo Vickers. Do you want my office ach 
dress, too? 

Mr. Tavenner; Yes; t ' •* * ** ‘ * , 

Mr. Vickers. 3409 West Beverly Boulevard, Montebello^ Calif. 
The telephone number is Parkview 88-8184. ' . 

Mr.« TAvenner; Ops? Blair your married name or your maideii name?? 

• Mrs. BhAm. My married name. 

1 Released by the committee and. ordered to,be printed. * , 

The executive testimony herewith released forrfred part of the background information 
on which is based the “Report on the Southern California District of the Communist 
Party : Structure— f-Objecti^es- — Leadership/* H. Rept. No, 25.9, released by the Committee 
dh Un-Araefican Activities 1 on Apr. 3, 1959. " * i* 

* /- * ■*’ 137 : 


138 


COMMUNISM IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 


Mr. Tavenner. What was your maiden name? 

Mrs. Blair. Harriet Lewis. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell Lewis? 

Mrs. Blair. L-e-w-i-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, please? 

Mrs. Blair. In New York City, January 12, 1915. 

Mr. Tavenner.,, What is your occupation? 

Mrs. Blair. I am a housewife. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to California to make it 
the place of your permanent residence? 

Mrs. Blair. Approximately in May 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you formerly a member of the Communist 
Party of the Southern District of California ? 

Mrs. Blair. The only way I can answer that question is by the first 
amendment which gives everyone the right to. associate with whom 
they choose, and the fifth amendment, that portion of the fifth amend- 
ment which is intended to protect the innocent and permit people 
to refuse to answer questions of this kind because the answer of such 
a question will tend to incriminate me. 

The Chairman. Then do we understand with that, that you decline 
to answer that question ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr; Tavenner. The investigation made by the committee up to the 
present time discloses that you were a delegate to the Southern Cali- 
fornia District convention of the Communist Party which met here 
in LoS Angeles on April 13 and 14 of 1957. Is this information 
correct? 

Mrs. Blair. For that question I have'the same answer as previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I haven’t asked you your address. What is your 
address? 

Mrs. Blair. 2114 Cowlin Street, Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is within the Los Angeles area of the Com- 
munist Party; is it not? 

Mrs. Blair. For that-qiiestion I have 'the same answer as previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received information indicating 
the resignation of a number of members of the Communist Party after 
the difficulty arose in the National Convention of the Communist 
Party and the National Committeemeetings relating to the Hungarian 
question and the execution of Nagy. Were you one of those who 
resigned? 

Mrs. Blair. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. BLAER. Sameanswer. * 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you received a Communist Party assignment 
to be active within the Independent Progressive Party of California? 

Mrs. Blair. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not, in fact, chairman of the East Los 
Angeles Club of the Independent Progressive Party ?■ 

Mrs. Blair. Sameanswer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not actually the director in 1954 of the 
Independent Progressive Party’s campaign for the 19th Congressional 
District in Los Angeles ? 
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Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer that question for the reasons al- 
ready stated. . . ' ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not also a member of the State Central 
Committee of the Independent Progressive Party in 1954? 

Mrs. Blair. Same answer as previously Stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
1954? , 

Mrs. Blair. I refuse to answer that question, too, for the reasons 
already given. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is informed that at the April 13 and 
14 meeting of the Communist 'Party for the Southern District of 
California Dorothy Healey made a report in which she emphasized 
the importance of party work in mass organization, in which at that 
time she is said to have made this statement : ‘ 

“So we start by trying to unite the members” — that is. members of 
mass organization — “on issues already projected by their own organ- 
izations, and continue by finding the way to unite that organization 
and its members with others.” 

Did that represent the objective of 'the Communist Party in April 
of 1957? ' 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Blair. I refuse to .answer that question for the; reasons al- 
ready stated and because I don’t believe you really want my opinion 
about anything. 

Mr. Tavenner.' Yesj I do not want your opinion but I want facts 
insofar as you are familiar with them. I want to ask you if you car- 
ried out that program of the Communist Party and whether you are 
doing it now. 

Mrs. Blair. I refuse to answer this question on the grounds al- 
ready stated. . 

Mr, Tavenner. What other mass organizations are you a member 
of? .. . ’ , 

Mrs,., Blair. I refuse to ahswer this question for the. grounds al- 
ready stated, the.first "and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tayenner. Have you received Communist Party instructions 
•to become active in the Parent Teachers Association ? 

Mrs. Blair. Same answer. . . ‘ ' y 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you active in the parent* Teachers Associa- 
tion? 1 . • . , ■ ' 

Mrs. Blair. Same answer; \ . • 

1 Mr. Tavenner. Have you received Communist Party instructions 
to be active in the Girl Scout organization? 

Mrs: Blair. Same answer. ■' 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you active in such an organization.? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the same reason Already stated; 
The Chairman. Is she a member of the Girl Scouts, Mr. Tavernier ? 
Mr. Tavenner. I. do not know, Mr. Chairman.’ .. *, 

The Chairman. Are ypu*a member of theGir] Scouts ? r 

.Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer thatquestion.. . ' 

'The Chairman. On; the grounds that it might 1 incriminate you? 
'. Mrs. Blair. Correct. ' , 

'• Mr. Tavenner. 1 have no further questions^ Mr; Chairman. 

The Chairman. The witnesses excused. 
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. Mr?. .Blair. Thank you. , 

The Chairman. Call yoilr next witness. 

Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you swear the testi- 
mony you are about to- give will, be the truth,, tlie whole truth) and 

notlhng but the truth, so help ypu Cbd ?- 

Mr, Gosman* J do, ’ ■ ■■ ■ . .. 

TESTIMONY OF LORRIS GOSMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

JACK TENNER ' . 

Mr. Tonnes. I would 1 like to express my thanks- to, Mr. "Wheeler. of 
the committee; fqr taking my client a§ .promptly us you diditliis-mornr 
ipg, I just had; sqmo mmor -surgery. ' • 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you-state your name, please, sir ? , ■. 

Mr,, G osman, Dorris Gosman. , . 

Mr, Tavenneii. Howdoyop spell ypurname? ’ ' . - 

Mr, Gossan, Lmm-r-i-s G^O-s-m-a-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you also known bythenamenf Lloyd? 

Mr. Gossan. Lloyd? . 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. ‘ 

Mr. Gosman. No. _ ■ 

. Mr, Tavejjjier, Will counsel accomparLying the witness pleaseuden- 
tify himself lor therecord?' 

Mr. Tenner, Jack Tenner, T-e-n-n-e-r. , 

Mr. Tayenner. Me. Gosmati, where do you reside? 

, Mr. Gosman. Los Angeles. 

Mr. Ta^nner. At whataddress? 

Mr. G osman. 403D Camero. , 

■ ^ L ' r TrAVENNER. Please state when and whore you ’were born. ■ 

’ Mr. Gosman. New York City, Januaryl.6) 19i,3. 

, -Mr, TAT,T3NNER. Whatisypur occupation.? , 

Mr. Gosman. I am self-employed. {Salesman. 

: Mr, Tayt-jniser, Have you had any .other .occupation within flue past 
7 or 8 years ? , , ; . ’ 7 ■ ■ ■ / 

Mr, Gosman, I-hp,y.e worked— r- , * 

Mr. Tavenner. Let US sg,y since 1950 ? *. , : , 

Mr. Gosman. Yes. 

. Mr. Tayenwer; Will yon please stateit?i 'V 

Mr. Gosman. I was manager of a grocery market. 

Mr. Tavenner, Up until what period of.tjjne ? - 

Mr- GoSsian. Arovmd 4§52. - Somewhere around there. vP don’t 
recall exactly. ’ , , * 

Mr. Tavenner. When did yonBrst come to California. to. make it tlie 
place of your, permanent residence? , . f .. 

. Mr. Gosman. January ,of 1948.. 

Mr. Tavenner, Will you state briefly your -formal educational 
training?’ ' 

Mr. Gosman. High schooLgrsduatejli; years o^ college, , 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Gosman,. ini the course-of the -present investiga- 
tion thM the committee is malting, ithe .committeeis informed that -you 
were a delegate to a convention of the Los AngeW-County Communist 
Party heldin.L.os Angeles ondanuary.5 and 6,1957. Isdinsnorrect? 

, J , ' A. i' 
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\'’i£rJ .GossrAN 1 . Twill dfe'cliiie to answfer'that, TavCim6r, oh 'the 
grbuiids'of tlie first Slid fifth mrfehdmehts, o£ wife 0oh$tifcdti6ft of tile 
United States'. *" * '* 1 ’ ^ ’* 

Mr. Tavener. The Committee informsltiCil; afeh is that therd was 
a district convention of the Communist Party of Southern California, 
that is, the Southern District of California; held, m Cos Angeles on 

A«w 1 ■'I Q' ACkJ'-'-'T /h* NntsinVi ‘fWod f'f Jerri A/-} Vrtt irAir* * < /: C < ' 4 ** t 4 . 


GpSaiAN. I "will 3edlin6 io answer that oil the same grpuhds. 
^Mr, TaVe^iSr* At ilife meetih£jdst referred* t<ra report was -tiaae 
by Dorothy Healey in which site explained the duty aevolvingjlfpon 
Conmiurust'Partjfmembefrin her ’district to take part in the' activities 
of various .mass organizations. Will you state, .please, whether or not 


Mr. Gasman.- I will decline to, answer- that oil the smuegrolmds. 
Sir- '.TitypNiiER. Have you 'been' 'active : in the, work . 'of ' the 'Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party in tlVi's areS. "at the direction of : the. Com- 
munist Party ? ,....• ‘ 

Mr. G.osman., 1 will decline' 'toikiiswCf that on the £&me, grounds. 
Mr. TAvs^iinsk. "Hkvfe ijfobj beeii Or. Were, you, .active at. the instance 
of the Communist Party in tHe work of the .Citizens 'Committee to 
Secure. Justice for the Rosenbergs? . • ..." 

, Mr. Gosman. Same ansjvCr. ' ’ - ’ * . ■ 

'g' J^iCTA'i^i^ieR. Hfdfe you.’digo active in hehalf of rthfe Communist 
Pkttf, find &b its suggestion, iii tlie Ameticari' [Peace Crusade ? 

Mr. GosatAN. I will decline to answer that oh the same .grounds. 
I also object to the “also,” Mr. Tavernier. ’ Those are your Words. 
They are-mot mine. . , ... . . •*>. • ,?,•/' . - ••••«; - 

’ Mr .'TAV eanerI Yes, they ai’C hiy fords'. '. J 
Mr. Gosbtan. You are implying -that I-Vas. That is your implica- 
tion, not mine. , . . ♦ ‘ . „ . .*.* . , 

0 Isfei ^ AltakNER. Yes.'^** '■ ' ‘ ' * ... * ’ ,** • ’ « / 


mittee files.) ’’ " . 4 \\ , .. > • A 

Mr. Tenner. May I have the date of : that exhibit? 

Mr. Tavenner. January 17« 1-952., : A. % 

^ I ^efer to an article entitled,, “Meeting -To Spur Peace. Pact Drive.” 
^fbjOtQw'lr , o ' \ K n \'[ , * ^ ^ < ; 

A meeting to support a campaign around tlie worldwide, petitions for a ifive- 


sponsored by a group of citizensTn tbe 24th 'Congressional District' fchdby the 
American.! Peace feusadei. -** V* * '* - \ *’ * v # 

Does not that artiple describe, ydhr participatioh h in the. wbrlt of 
the Peace Crusade ? !V p : 

(The witness confers with hiKcounsell )- ‘ • 1 ; 

Mr, Gosman. T v^ill decline to' ahswef that ? Mr. Taveiiher, on the 
same grounds. .*•' * f V . x ; - 
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.. Mr. Tavenner. During the same year were you assigned to the 
East Hollywood Club, of the, 24th Congressional District, 56th As- 
sembly District of the Independent Progressive Party? 

Mr. Tenner. What would be the date of that? 

Mr. Tavenner. 1952. 

. Mr; Tanner. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. 'Gosman. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you solicited by anyone to become a signer 
of a letter of resignation addressed to the National Committee of the 
Communist Party in the spring of 1958 ? 

Mr, Gosman. May I confer with my attorney on this? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gosman. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you, now a member of the Communist Party? 
My. Gosman. I decline on the same grounds. 

. Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Were you a member of the Independent Progres- 
sive Party ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gosman. I will decline to answer that. Same grounds. 

The Chairman. All right. Any further questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

The Chairman. The witness is excused. 

, Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you swear the testi- 
mony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Swanhuyser. I do. 

TESTIMONY OE JANE SWANHUYSER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

MORTIMER VOGEL 

; Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness, please 
- identify himself fpr the record? 

Mr. Vogel. Mortimer Vogel ; Holly woo'd. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is J ane Swanhuyser your maiden name or your 
married name? ‘ 

Mrs. Swanhuyser. My married name. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your maiden name? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Swanhuyser. Garrett. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? 

Mrs. Swanhuyser. I decline to answer that on the grounds that it 
is not pertinent, Mr, Tavenner, and the amendments to the Consti- 
tution. 

- Mr. Tavenner. Are you a resident of Eeseda, Calif.? , 

. Mrs. Swanhuyser, Same answer,, sir. 

The Chairman. I direct you to answer the question: Certainly we 
have , a right to identify witnesses. 

Mrs. Swanhuyser. Yes, I reside in Eeseda, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mrs. Swanhuyser. I am a housewife. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any other occupation? 

Mrs. Swanhuyser. Occasionally I have been employed, but I am 
a housewife. 
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Mr. Taverner. What is the general nature of ' the employment ? 

Mrs. Swanhutser. .1 do market research. 

Mr. Tavenner. For any State or Federal Government agency ? 

(The witness coiifers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Swanhutser. No, sir. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state briefly what your formal educational 
training has been? ' 

Mrs. Swanhutser. I graduated from high .school and I have had 
some college training. I am not a college graduate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you' please state, the date and place of your 
birth?' ' ’ " 

Mrs. Swanhutser. I was bom in St. Paul, Minn. 

Mr. Tavenner. I did not get the name. 

Mrs. Swanhutser. St. Paul, Minn., on January 25 ? 1913. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to California with the view 
to making it your place of residence ? 

■Mrs. Swanhutser. 1941, 1 think, about July. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in California constantly since that 
time? 

Mrs. Swanhutser. I -have. 

Mr. Tavenner; Were, you a. delegate to the California, State con- 
vention of the Communist- Party held on- January 19 and 20, 1957? 

Mrs. Swanhutser. I decline to- answer that question, sir,, on the 
grounds of the Constitution and the amendments thereto. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the' Los Angeles County 
convention held January 5 and 6, 1957? 

Mrs. Swanhutser. S,ame answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not at that Convention 
authority was given to divide the State of. California into two dis- 
tricts, that of the Southern- District of California and the Northern 
District of California? 

Mrs. Swanhutser. Same- answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you, in 1943, a member of the Yan Nuys Club 
of the Communist Party ? , ■* 

Mrs. Swanhutser. Same answer. 

Mr . Tavenner. Did you serve as. executive secretary of that -club ? 

Mrs. Swanhutser. Same answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1951. were you an organizer for the W estern 
Division, of the Communist Party m' Calif brhia? ; 

Mrs. Swanhutser. Same- answer,, sir. ‘ 

Mr . Tavenner. It is the Committee’s information that you have 
presently withdrawn from the Communist Party, that you are not 
now a member. So I want to ask you: Are you a member of the Com- 
munist Party at this time? 

Mrs. Swanhutser. Same answer: 

The Chairman. Is the information that the committee has, that you 
are not amember of the Communist Party, correct ? ; 

Mrs. Swanhutser. Same answer. 

Mr. Moulder. Were you a member of any organization which-advo- 
Cates the overthrow of-our present form of government by force and 
violence?- ' ' ■’ 

Mrs. Swanhutser. Same answer. 
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Mr. Tavrnneic Mt* Chairman, I desire tp offer in .evidence ^a ther- 
mofax copy of an excerpt from the Marph 25,, 1949, .issue of tlieBftily 
People’s World, entitled ‘(Meet One of the L.A.. 17, Jane Swanhuyser, 
Marxist, mother, American,’’ and ask that it be marked “Swanliuyser 
Exhibit No. 1.” ' , 

' The Chairman, Math: it and make it apart of the record., 
(document marked “Swanhiiyscr Exhibit No. 1” and retained in 

committee file?.) . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the article and , state whether or 
not the photograph contained within the. article is your likeness? 
MfSi Swanhutser. I decline to answer' that on the same grounds; 
Mr, Tavenner. Are you the J ape Swanhuyser referred .to in that 

article? ,, , i ' 

Mrs. Swan h laser. I decline to answer on flic same grounds. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman . The witness is excused. ' , 

Will you raise your right hand, please. Bo you swear the testimony 
you are about to give shall be the truth, the- whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? ; , 

Mr. K ovner. Ido. 

TESTIMONY OF JULIUS KOVNER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
MORTIMER VOGEL 

Mr, Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir ? - ■< 

Mr, Kovner. Julius Kovner; • . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify himself for the reeord % \ , 

. Mr, Vogel. Mortimer Vogel ; Hollywood, 

Mr. Tavener, Where.do you live, Mr. Koyner ?, 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the Constitution and the Bill of Eights and- the ‘protection I .am af- 
forded thereby. ( . , 

, Mr, Tavenner. Is your correct address 4253 Pulton Avenue, Van 
Nuys, Calif.? 

Mr. Kovner. I have declined to answer that question on the same 
grounds. ‘ . ... 

The Chairman.. You are. directed to Answer the question. 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question- on the grounds of the 
Bill of Rights, the 1st, 4th, 5 tip, the 9th, and 10th amendment. 

. Mr. Tavenner, Were, you born in Hartford, Conn.-, -on September 
18 1912? v ' 

Mr. Kpyner. I was, 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? ’ 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question on the same -grounds 
as previously mentioned, ' . . 

Mr, Tavenner, Are you at the present time a member of the; Car- 
penters Union in Van Nuys ? 

(The witness confers ivifh.his counsel.) ; 

Mr. Kovner, I decline to nns.'Wtr that question on the grounds pre- 
viously mentioned. ' V 

Mr, Tavenner. As a matter of f%et, yon' were expelled by the 
union, weren’t you? 
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d'Mf. Kovner. Same afaswef . : •’ ’ * 

' Mr/TAVE'N.NER; Tyhten’fS you expelled' by that tthioii for Commuiiist 
Party activities ? 1 ’ ’ ' ' " . ' ; 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question on the same, ‘grounds. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. .Chairman^ I desire to .offer jn evidence a ther- 
niof ax copy of the May *22, 1961, ‘ issue Of the People’s World and also 
the, September 28, 1950, issue, of the People’s W orld. 

’The dHhtftsEAKi Tljdy-’siill be : hi&i*ked: 

Mr. Tavenner. And’ mark 'tKeni “Kovh'ef- Exhibits 1 and 2,” re- 
spectively, in the 'inverse order in which I .mentioned theim 
, (Dbciirnents marked ‘‘Kovner Exhibits Nos."! and 2,” respectively, 

and retained in committee files.^ . ;' 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘Were you a 'delegate from the Bah Fernando are'a 
to the Southern California District convention of .’the Communist 
Party heldinLosi^geles oh AprillS itrid 11', 19^7? * 

Mr, Kovner. X decline to answer that question oh the. 'same grounds. 

’ Mr. Taverner. The . committee Has learned' through- reports , that' 
Have. been made availabW'to it ’in 'the form of a statement made by 
Dorothy* Healey at the district convention of the Southern District' 
of California, held in April 1957, that special emphasis was being 
placed. -at the time iipOh the Vork.' of rn’embefs 'of the Communist 
Party in Various mass organizations: * liVdifld like to “ask you.' whether 
or not that is ,a continuation .of the policy and purpose of the 06m- 
munist’Party or whether therfe was anything new f^garding the Com.? 
rdimist Party' decision at tlva.fc time ; ? •"* ' s . ‘ r * 

Mr. Kovner. You would know that better than I. ' ' ' 

Mf. TaVei^er. Weii,T nm not so sure. T tfflin.lt I do know a .good 
bit abbut it, ’blit according to the' ihfbrihatiqh of the committee,, you 
engaged in that'type/of -activity, aild if ihat’i's so, there -is iiO ohfe m a 
better position to describe- yoUr own 'a’Ctiidties :tiiah yOu! So^ thefe- 
f or ^ l am aslring ydu. tK& question. _ ■ ” - . ‘ ■ 

Mr. Kovner. -I decline to an'sweKtliat question on the same grounds. 
’’‘Mr, Pa Venn erV, Were you a' member of'the Studio City Club Of the. 
Independent Progressive Party ? * _ - * 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to -answer that question on the same grounds. 
Mr. Tavenner! ©id ybu engage , in -activities Within that party at 
the ’ in's trice of ‘any Communist -1 Party unit or Communist Party, 

, * functionary? , . . . . . !. 

1 MT. Kovner. I decline to answer that question on the* same grbunds. 

Mr. TivEiiNER. In i954'y?ere you a .memfier : bf the CMifbrnia State 
Ceiitral Cbmmittee.offthe Independent Progressive Party ? ' / ’ 

i *■ - 1 'Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question. Same grounds! 

Mr. Mr. Chairman,. I offer in evidence a phbtoStatid 

copy' .of &n independent Progressive Party appointment pf members 
of the State '.Central Cpmmittee for the year 1951 with rCgald to three 
persons, the* second Of SvhOm is ffulihs -ICovner,. and ask that.it be 
, marked “Kovner Exhibit No. 8.” . ' « *_ t i, 

t 'The- C hair sianI It wili'be' marked. • • V 1 '. ' * 

(Document marked- “Kovner Exhibit No. 3” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine exhibit No. 3, Mr. Kovner, and . 
state whether or not the second name appearing among the three 
appointments is your name. 
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Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I also offer in evidence a photostatic copy of:a simi- 
lar document for the year 1948 and ask that it be marked “Kovner 
Exhibit No. 4.” 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Kovner Exhibit No. 4” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine exhibit No. 4 and state whether 
or not your name appears;on line 3 of the appointees? 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question on. the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. That document is for the year 1948.. During the 
same year of 1948 were you not active in circulating petitions for the 
Independent Progressive Party to participate in the primary elec- 
tion of .that year ? 

Mr.,KovNER. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence a photostatic copy of an Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party petition to participate, in the primary 
election of June 1, 1948, at the end of which there is an affidavit over 
the name of Julius Kovner,, and ask that' it be marked “Kovner Ex- 
hibit .No. 5.” 

The Chairman It will be made a part of the record. . 

(Document marked 1 “Kovner Exhibit No. 5” and retained in com- 
mitee files'.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will ypu examine the signature of the name of 
Julius Kovner at the end of the affidavit and state whether or not it 
is your signature? 

Mr- Kovner. I decline- to answer that question. Same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Kovner, did you participate at the instance of 
the Communist Party or any .functionary thereof in the National 
Youth Assembly Against Universal Military Training ? 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence, a thermofax copy of the Febru- 
ary 16, 1948,. issue of the People’s World carrying an article entitled, 
“Army Draft Protest Set Tonight,” and ask that it be marked “Kov- 
ner Exhibit No. 6.” ' . , 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Kovner Exhibit No. 6” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. This document refers to one of the announced 
speakers as Julius Kovner, Valley Local of AFL Carpenters Union. 
Will you examine the exhibit, please, and state whether or not you 
appeared and took part in that rally as a speaker as indicated by the 
advance notice? 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also actively participate at the: instance of 
the Communist Party or any functionary of it in. the work of the 
Civil Rights Congress? 

Mr. Kovner. I decline to answer. Same grounds. 
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' . ' ' 

Mr. Tavenner. X offer in evidence as exhibit 7 a thermofax copy 
of the June 11, 1951, issue ofPeo.ple’s World. 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the record. , 

(Document marked “Kovner Exhibit No. 7” and retained in com- 
mitte files.) • x ...... 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to California for the pur- 
pose of making it the place of your permanent residence? 

Mr i Kovner. 1943. ... 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you. lived’ .and worked in- California continu- 
ously since that time ? 

Mr. Kovner. Except when I was in the Army. 

Mr. Tavenner. Howjlong were you in the military service?, 

Mr. Kovner. Approximately a year.. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you.receive. an honorable' discharge? 

My- Kovner;. .1 sure did. . , . * , . . 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your formal educational training? 
Mr. Kovner. I graduated from high,school and got in about 2 or 3 
years of night college. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Where didyou attend college? 

Mr. Kovner. Back East. • ' . . . 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? , - , 

My. KovNERi Brooklyn College. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you, attend, high school % 

Mr. Kovner. De Witt Clinton High School. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Where isthat located? , . 

Mr. Kovner. New York. 

Mr, Tavenner. Where were you born? . 

Mr. Kovner. Hertford, Conn. , . .. . 

Mr. Tavenner. And the date of your birth is what ? 

Mr. Kovner.. I declined to answer that question before. 

Mr. TAvenner. Di.d you say that you answered that question before ? 
Mr.KovNEk, 1 don’t think I did* f 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I didn’t think so, either. What is the date of your 
birth?* 

Mr, KoyNER, I, declined to answer that question before, 

Mr .'Tavenner. You refuse to, tell how old you are? Weren’t you 
■born September 1.8,1912? - . 

Mr. Kovner. You asked me: that,, question before. • I refused to 
Answer it. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am interested in your reason. What reason could 
you possibly have^ — • '. , 

Mr. Kovner. I don’t have, to — — , , . 

Mr. Tavenner.. For thinking that the answer to that question might, 
■ tendtoincrumhateyou? • ' 

Mr. Kovner. Dol have to haveareason?*. 

Mr. Tavenner! Yes; you certainly do. 

Mr. Kovner. Just the feeling I, have about the committee, the 
pertinency. . ■ ■ ..." •’ 

* Mr. Tavenner,. As I mentioned earlier, the committee has learned 
of' certain Communist Party plans through various, reports made by 
Dorothy Healey. One section of her report deals with .the activity 
- 6f. its members in the. field of labor: - Are you. at this time engaged 
in Communist PArty activities within any labor organization? 
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Mr. Kovner. I decline to. answer on the same groiinds. 

Mr. Tavenner, I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. The witness is excuSed. t 

The Chairman'. Will you raise yout right hand, please? Do you 
swear thetestimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole- 
truth,' and nothing' but the truth, so help you Odd? 

Mrs. Marshall. Yes; Ido. 1 

TESTIMONY 03? BEETHA MAESSAIT, AcCOMPAIJIED BY COtJRSEL, 

, BAB MAESHALL 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mrs, Marshall. Bertha Marshall.- 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that the wither is Accompanied by Mr. 
Ban. Marshall, admitted to the practice, of law in the State of Cali- 
fornia and engaged, in the practice of law in Lbs Angeles. ’ 

The Chairman. I did hot heSr the Witness. 

Mrs. Marshall. Bertha Marshall. 

Mr, Tavenner. Is that yoUr maiyied -nanie : 6r your maiden name? 
(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Tavenner. I think I can shorten this. I withdraw the 'ques- 
tion. Was your inaiden .name Bertha Kuppersniith? 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ), 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer this question on the following 
grounds : By reason of the provisions of the first amendment which 
forbids this committee from abridging my freedom of speech, press, 
political belief and association, assembly and inquiry. By reason of 
the provisions of the, fourth amendment of the Bill of Rights which 
makes me secure in my persiih, house, papers, and effects from this 
unreasonable search and Seizure of this committee.. By reason of the 
provisions of the fifth amendment of the Bill 'of Rights Which for- 
bids. this committee from attempting' to compel me to be a witness 
against myself, and attempting tb deprive me of my liberty, property, 
and the right to earn a livelihood without due process of law, ah 
amendment which creates a privilege for the innocent, ahd by the 
use pf this privilege I admit nO guilt whatsoever. ByreaSdn of the 
provisions of the sixth amendment of the Bill Of Rights which re- 
quires you to confront me with, any persons whom, you say accuse ine 
of wrongdoing,- 

. By reason of the ninth amendment of the Bill of Rights which for- 
bids your denying or disparaging the rights retained by tlie people, 
including all the constitutional rights contained in the first, fourth, 
fifth, and sixth amendments. By reason of the provisions, of the 
10th amendment of the Bill of . Rights which forbids this committee 
from proceeding with this inquiry,, which deals with powers reserved 
to-the people. , 1 

This question lacks pertinency. This committee has not given 
me pr made available to me, any Imowledge which conceivably could 
make this inquiry and this question 'pertinent with that degree of 
explicitness and clarity required by the due process clause. , 

The power Of this committee is. not unlimited. It has no general 
authority to expose, the private affairs of -individuals simply for the 
sake of exposure. This investigation is unrelated to any legislative 
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purpose, being beyond the' power inferred upon the Congress .under 
tlie Constitution. ' ‘ . ~ . 

Tjii's committee, has not -made . clear with luidisputable clarity, the 
subject matter of this inquiry. It is, the duty of the, committee upon 
my present objection to stale for the record 'the subject under inquiry 
and the manner in ■which this question is pertinent. - . 

• j furthgr 'demand that, this explanation must' be meaningf uT’and 
must describe what the. topic under inquiry is and the/coimectiye. rear 
soning whereby &e questioninow asked.me relates. to it,- .\-L = 

" Mr. Marshall. Will i t he understood, Mr. Qhairmany that if the 
witness declines to answer qny further questions, she will b.e deemed 
to have so. declined upon .each* all, and every of the-grounds she has 
now, stated? . ... • •*. 

The Chairman! Yes. . ’ . ! , l 

■ Mr; Tayennsr. The grounds stated by you for yo.ur Refusal to* an- 

swer— I, believe you read from^a prepared: statement made ahead of 
the hearing. Is that correct? .. , 

{.The witness confers with her counsel.) r . 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer that upon the same grounds. 
rThe Chairman. Just a minute. , The question, was what was- your 
maiden name, isfthat itfi . * . * •„ r ■ • -l 

' Mr. Tavennbr; Tbe primary -question was whether t or not ‘her 
maiden name was Bertha Kuppersmith. 

. The Chairman, Yo,u> are .directed fcb answer the -question, Mrs. 
Marshall; whether 'or not your name was Bertha Kuppersmith-. 

, »Mr. Marshall. We passed that question, I ' think Wje are on the 
memorandum.. .... .' .. '* _ ,-•> ,r 

. The .Ghairma-n, I ain directing her to- answer the-question*. , - iX 
Mr. Marshall. May we have the question read, that you are. direct* 
ing her to answer? . ‘ , - , . # . 

The Chairman,- .Was.your maiden name Bertha .Kuppersmith? 

Mr. Marshall. Could we- have it again? Slay- we. have the' reporter 
read the pending question^ . • . * ' , • i* 

The Chairman. Head the question. • .,' { 

■ Was your name Bertha Kuppersmith? You understand -the ques- 
tion, don’t you? . r - . *. ‘ • 

Mrs. Marshall, It was Bertha Knpper smiths . . r x \, 

■ The Chairman: The; answer is-“jTeSj, sir”'? r ■ . .. , J 

Mrs. .Marshall. Yes, - . . . 

Mr. TAVBNNER. That has taken -about'20. minutes. . -. . ' . „ 

. Lit. Moulder; I would like to have the, record^shpw -that the reasons 
given by the wither; were taken.from a written .statement. t 

Mr.. Marshall., W hat is the objection? . . . : 

The' C hairman, He -is .just; making" a. statement. . - < 

Krpceed, Mr. Tayenner. - v ... 

. Mr:-. Tayei?er, Were. - yop ,born April 9, 19(51,. in, Stprdzyentz; 
Kumania? ’ . . - • - 

Mi’s. Marshall. I decline to. answer this question on grounds pre- 
viously stated. ■ • 7 . 

MriTAVENNER. " May 1 have a direction? -, v . t.‘ . 

•The, Chairman, You T aro directed .to answer, .the. questiom 
(The witness confers with her counsel.)- . C , ■ ■ > 
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Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer this question -on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you naturalized as a citizen of the United 
States on May 21, 1928, in the State of New York? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer this question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

The Chairman.. You are directed to answer the question* We are 
merely trying to identify you with a degree Of certainty that will 
eliminate^ the possibility of any person by the same name becoming 
involved in this. Were you naturalized on that date ? 

( The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you- a delegate to the Los Angeles County 
convention of the Communist Party held in Los Angeles on January 
5 and 6, 1957 ? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner, Were you also a delegate to the Southern California 
District convention, held on April 13 and 14, 1957, in Los Angeles? 

Mrs. , Marshall. I decline to answer on the grounds, previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has learned through a report made 
by Dorothy Healey at the convention on April 13 and 14, 1957, that 
one of the- main concentrations of the Communist Party at this time 
in this area is work within mass organizations. Have you been called 
upon by the Communist Party to engage in that type of work since 
the date of her report; April 1957? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on the grounds stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t you already engaged in work of that kind 
and had been so engaged for a number of years ? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you assigned by the Communist Party or a 
Communist Party functionary to engage in Communist Party activi- 
ties within the Independent Progressive Party in this State? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn’t part of your assignment consist of the cir- 
culation as early as 1948 of petitions of the Independent Progressive 
Party of California to participate in primary elections ? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to state on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner.. I offer in evidence and ask that it be marked as 
“Marshall Exhibit No. 1” a photOstatic copy of an Independent 
Progressive Party of California petition to participate in the primary 
election of June 1, 1948. 

The Chairman. Make it apart of therecord. 

(Document marked “Marshall Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I call the witness’ attention to an affidavit, appear- 
ing at the end of the petition, over the signature of Mrs. Bertha 
Marshall. Will you examine the signature and state whether or 
not it is your genuine signature ? 
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Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now actively engaged in political work at 
the instance of the Communist Parly ?' 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been instructed or, directed by your 
Communist Party unit or any functionary of the Communist Party 
to keep your Communist Party identity a secret? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long 'have you lived in California? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to state on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Were you not as early as 1943 a member of, the 
Mid Town Section of the Communist Party in Los Angeles? 

Mr s’. Marshall. I decline to answer this question on the .grounds 
previously stated- . .. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not the membership director of this sec- 
tion cf the Communist Party? . . 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to state, to answer this question on grounds 
previously stated. . . 

Mr. Tayenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
April of 1957?. > , 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer this question on the. grounds 
previously -stated. ' . . . 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 
* Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer this question on the grounds 
previously stated. . 

Mr.- Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moulder. I have forgotten whether or noti the question was 
asked as to where you were born. I do ask you that question. In what 
country were you bom? 

Mr. Marshall, That has already been asked, and answered. • . 

Mr. Moulder. Rumania. I have this question to ask, too, Have 
you conferred with any person or persons, other .than your counsel, 
after having been served with a subpena, as to- how you would or 
should conduct yourself as ,a witness when .appearing before, this 
committee? 

Mrs. Marshall. I decline to answer on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Moulder,. My reason for asking that question is that there 
seems to be a concerted action-on the.part of most all of the witnesses 
who have been SUbpenaed to refuse any apd all questions regardless 
of whether or hot their -refusal under the Constitution is a reasonable 
refusal, is being used in good faith. . < , 

The Chairman. That is all. _ .. . 

Mr. Marshall. Mr. Chairman, the witness objectsto her name being 
released to the press as having appeared before this committee and 
likewise objects to any resume of her. testimony .being -given to the 
press and objects to any information being, given as to the position 
she took in this hearing. We do not intend to give opr name to the 
press, nor do we intend to. tell the press- anything that occurred in 
this room. ... 

The Chairman. You should see what happened? yesterday, Mr. 
Marshall. - 

Mr. Marshall. What happened, sir ? «, 
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The ChAirma^* A witiiess, before he came in here, gavCto the press 
a st&ieiftdnt and tllfen caihe m and testified* He had already given the 
statement to the press* * ' 

Mr* MArshAll We have not given a statement, 

. MY TaveNner* His statement appeared in the piiblip press before 
he testified; r * 

Mr, Marshall* W& do not know to whom you refer. It is not ns* 
■ Tlife C^AXaiirAK* We have been trying to the best of bill* ability to 
see to it that people do hot get into nasty situations. Wo are hot 
getting too Mich cooperation* 

Mr. Marshall. You are;g#tih£ it /f ro±h this witness* She does 
not want Mr n&iM released, She Will liot release it. She does hot 
Vr&htit discus d with: the press at all 
The Chairman. When she walks. out } she is going' to se& sorhe news- 
paper people* ' 

Mr. Marshall* She is not going to say anything to fhefri. 

Thfe CHAiSijvrAN*^ SdmeoheTtnbws heff. SOfneone will recognise her. 
-Mr. hlARSHALL* We will say nothing, and that is all there is to it* 
The ChAirAIAn* Allright. ' 

f Members present : Representatives Walter and Moulder. ) ' 

(Brief recess,)' ’ 1 

The Chairman* Raise your right hand, please, young lady* Do you 
swehh the testimony -you are. about to give ^ill be the' truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help' you God ? 

Mrs* Hbnrickson* I do* * 

TESTMOHYOT ELLIE HENRIOESOR; ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

DAN JIAYsSALI, 

Mr* Tavenner; Will you state your name, please % 

\ Mrs. H^^cksOn* ‘EIlieHOriricksOn. £ 

" Mt\Tavenner, Is that y our m arriedMme:? * 

. .(THe witness confers withheSr cOuilsfel.) 

Mr* Tavenner, I think first you had-heiter spell youf name fdr tile 
record. , * ' 

* Mts^HeM Mylksth&piO? 

MYTAvEfr^ft* BothhpaeS* * . , 

Mrs* HenriOksOn* It’s E4-T-M H-em-r-bC-k-s- d-ii; 

Mr* TavenNer. WoW my Question is Whether oh 'not that; 5e r yoUt 
married name. > . 1 * 

(The witness confers with her courisSL) 1 ' 

Mr, Moulder* May t I interrupt the coiiilsel hiid witness? 7 Will, you 
feftainfe that Question?" Is that M^; dt MisS ? 

MI T s*Hci^d^dN* It is Sirs* *: 

Mr; TavenneE* What was ypuf tnaiden hfuhe? 

’ m$, HnNiileKSbN* Mr. Hli wi^ii h = T avn crnifi & 

this'queStion oil the T _ p 0 i ... y _._ 7 a 

fihst amendment^ Which states th at Cdrigre^ & ' shall make no. law abridg- 
ing freedom of speech or of press or the right of the people topCftceably 
assemble, - 

I am also declining to answer this question based on thefdutth 
amendment of the Constitution, Which giyosih&fthe right t6 be Secure 
in my house and papers from the kina of unreasonable search and 
seizure by this committee. 
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I am also declining based on my rights under the fifth amendment 
of the Constitution which forbids the -committee to compel me to he 
a witness against myself and to deprive me of my liberty and property 
and the right to earn, a livelihood withy ufc due process of law*. ’ j would 
like to make it very clear that this is ap, amendment’ y^hich protects 
tile innocent and that I am not feeling that I "am Mdiiig anything.' I 
So not feel- gijriJty, but;I do. feel .that, under the atmosphere that ihas 
.been created here 'I could,, jn answering this question, could tend to 
incriminate me. 

I would also like to decline this question based under my rights of 
the sixth amendment of the Constitution, which requires this .com- 
mittee to confront me with any witnesses who might accuse me- of any 
wrongdoings I am not aware Of any wrongdoing.' 

I would also .like to. decline up.der the ninth amendment of the Con- 
stitution, which forbids this committee or, Congress from denying or 
disparaging any of the rights that are retained ‘by the people, inclqdmg 
all the rights under the Constitution. 

I would algo like to decline. under the 10th amendment of the Con- 
stitution, which forbids this committee from proceeding with any in- 
quiry” which deals with power g that qre reserved to the people. 

... finally, f lyosuld like to deciiiig. based on jack of pertinency, I dan- 
hot see where this question is pertinent 'since tlie committee has not 
given me any •u.nderstandmg-a.s tp the basis for- ’this inquiry, to ihake 
it clear beyond’ a reasonable doubt as to what the inquiry, deals with. 
I cannot see how tbis question is’ pertinent. 

Mr. Tavennjjr. May I have a direction that she answer the question ? 

XheCHAmkAN- I direct .tlieyvitness to answer-. 

Mr. MAESHAnL 1 . Just a miiiutej Mr. Tavgnner. She may nofehaye 
finished-her angwer, , ’ " / j, ’ 

Mrs. HENkicKjsoiT; I would like to* restate the question of perti- 
nency^ that this; question lacks pertinency and this co mmi ttee has ’not 
gjveii me py ipgde available tb t nie any jlmowjedge whidyriQhceiyably 
cotfid make this inquiry and 'this question pertinent' with that degi.ee 
of explicitness and clarity required by the due process clause, " . , 

The power of this committee is not urJiruif ed. ’ It pas no general 
’authority to expose the private aim ing of individuals simply for tlie 
sake Of exposure. This ihyedtigation, is uhr elated to any' legislative, 
purp'Ose. It is beyond' tlie power "conferred upon the C b ri g re sg ii n d er 
the Constitution. . . , 0 " ’ '» ’ ‘y 

The pommittep has, nb| mqd&clda^^th" ^dlspu^bje .charity the. 
'subject matter of this inquiry’. It i? the dutybb'f the cohimittee .upon 
fny objection Ohj the ground of. pertinency ,£q state, for thp record the’ 
Subject whder inquiry- and the manner jin which, this question is 
p.ertinent, ’ ’ ^ ‘ *['J v j " . 

I further demand thaf thik explanation must ; be jmeanmgful .and 
must describe what the, topic fui&eir inqmiyjri and, tile ,'qoimectiye 
reasoning, of tiliy'the questipn now a?he^felhtes to it, • ' * 
f 77 ' M . ; j ( . , ; 

Mr. Marshall. Mr.' Chair man* wblilfl 7W- wait just a moment? ' I 
think there might be more to the anqwsy. ; . . ' ‘ V ' ' ’ . ' ' 

The Chairman, You just go .on'.ahd; fead all- that material’ 'that 
yoqr lawy.e r.hgs. given, you f anH .flienjbe flady to answer the -question. 

^ENRic.KgoJr.,T did nofjquite understand, ; j * >7 , * 
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Mr* Marshall* May the reporter read what you said ?' 

The Chairman* When you are ready to answer the question, let 
me know, will you, please ? I will wait here* 

Mr* Marshall, The witness has completed her answer. 

The Chairman* You haven’t been ashed any question except as 
to your identity. This question was asked for the purpose of /mak- 
ing it abundantly clear in the record who it is that we are about to 
interrogate* So I direct you to answer the question as to your 
maiden name* 

Mr* Marshall, Will it be agreed, Mr* Chairman, that if the witness 
declines to answer any further questions, including the pending one, 
she will be deemed to have declined upon all of the grounds she has 
juststated? 

The Chairman* Yes* Let the record show that in the event the 
witness declines to. answer any questions, the reasons are the ones 
she read from the paper before her when she was first asked the 
question* 

Mr* Moulder: She was directed by the* Chair to answer the question* 
Mr* TAvenner* Yes* 

{The witness confers with her counsel*) 

Mr* Moulder* Counsel asked' her what her maiden name was* She 
has not responded tothat question* 

Mrs* Henrickson* I am the person who has been subpenaed and I 
think this has established my identity* I will refuse to answer this 
question further on the grounds that I have already stated* 

Mr* Tavenner* The witness has placed another condition to her 
refusal to answer, so I think the record ought to show another clear 
direction for her to answer* 

The Chairman- Yes* She was directed, and she just declined to 
answer* What was her maiden name, Mr* Tavenner ? 

Mr* Tavenner, I would like to find out' from her if her maiden 
name was EUie. Gutman, who was born oh February 26, 1922, in 
Munich, Germany* 

Mr, Marshall* Is that a question? 

Mr, Tavenner* Yes; sir* . - ■ 

(The witness conferred with her counsel*) 

Mrs; Henrickson* I am declining to answer this question on the 
grounds I have previously stated* 

Mr* Moulder* May I ask just one question? 

In your reasons for hot answering that question you referred 
To provisions of the Constitution which you claim the pro- 
tection of, innocent persons, and you referred to yourself as being 
an innocent person* In your reasons for claiming the protection of 
the fifth amendment, as I recall, you stated that the answer to the 
question may tend to incriminate or subject you to criminal prosecu- 
tion, How can you be consistent in claiming on the one hand that 
the statement which you have read, the reasons stated for the pro- 
tection of .yourself - as an innocent person, and at the same time claim 
the provision of the fifth amendment ? 

Mrs* I-I^nrigksqn* I would simply— — 

(The witness confersmth her. counsel*) 

Mrs* Hjenrickson* As far as I know, I think this is a. question, of 
record, there have been time? when innocent people have b^en subject 
to prosecution* so I would not answer the question* 
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Further, I will not (answer the question based on the grounds that I 
have previously Stated. _ , 

Mr. Moulder. When did you come to this country .from Munich, 
Germany? 

Mrs. Henrickson, I decline to answer this question on the grounds 
I previously stated. 

Mr. Moulder. Are you a, naturalized citizen ? 

Mrs. Henrickson. I am. . - . ' , ■ 

Mr. Moulder. And where were you naturalized or admitted as a 
citizen?" 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) • - • 

Mrs. Henrickson. I decline to. answer this question based on the 
reasons I have previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you the same person as Ellie Gutman who was 
naturalized in San Francisco, Calif., by decree of the court on June 
5,1944? 

Mrs. Henrickson. I decline to answer this .question based on the 
reasons I have previously stated. „ • . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
June 5, 19.44? ' - t 

Mrs. Henrickson; I decline to answer this question based on the 
reasons I- have previously stated. 

Mr. Moulder. May I specifically , ask you, iii those reasons that you 
have stated, you claimed the protection under the fifth amendment of 
the Constitution? 

Mrs. Henrickson. I claim the protection of all the grounds I have, 
previously stated.. 1 , » 

Mr, Moulder. Including thefifth amendment? 

Mrs., Henrickson. Including the fifth amendment, all the grounds. 
Mr. Moulder. Bo you fear that if you answer that question truth-: 
fully it may tend to incriminate you or subject you to prosecution? 

Mr. Marshall. A word op two was blotted out. May I have the . 
reporter repeat it? . 

Mr. Motjlder. Iaskedif she truthfully answered the question,,. do.es 
she fear that the answer might, supply evidence of information which 
might subject her to criminal prosecution. 

(Thewitness confers with lief counsel.) ' 

, Mrs. .Henrickson. I decline to..answer based on; the grounds I have 
previously stated. . ' " 

Mr. Moulder. I believe, Mn Chairman, that she is certainly com- 
pelled to use good faith in claiming jthe provisions in refusing to 
answer the question and has to show good faith, in so doing, and that 
is not evidence of good faith by declining to answer the question 
as to whether of not she is hi* good faith claiming the provisions 
of the Constitution in refusing to answer the question. ■ 

Mr. Marshall. Is there 1 , a question pending or was that just an 
observation of the, gehtleman.? ' 

Mi*. Moulder. It was my observation, and! request the chairman to 
direct the witness to answer that question which I have asked her. 
(The witness confers with her counsel.) 1 - 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the question. ‘ 

Mrs. Henrickson. 3h good faith I decline to answer based oh my 
rights under the Constitution as previously stated. 
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Mt. Moulder. You have not Stated whether or not you actually' fear 
prosecution if you truthfully answer the question* 

Mrs, H^NiuCKSCfw* 1 am basing, myself oil all the rights that are 
guaranteed, me under the Constitution* 

The Chairman* Mfs, Hertridtsoh, When did you mmio th& TThited 
States? 

Mrs* Henrickson. I art! Sorry. I did not hear the question. 

The C^iRsvrAN* When did you come to the tfait&ci State I.. 

Mrs* HiiNiitcKsoK* This is the ssame questioh* and I decline to 
answer. 

Tiie Chairman * No, it is not tM sam^ qjufestioii* 

Mr. Marshall. Was the question withdrawn ? 

The ; Chairman. I will withdraw it 
Mt* Marshall. The question vnthdrawil. 

TAvn^NBH, Is yolir preset addf^s£068 West 20th Street, Eos 
Angeles?, 

Mrs. S&^mcKsOK. I Will answer this by saying/that I live at the 
. ^hat is mentioned in my subpena. I will dfe(5Hne to answer this - 

question on lily constitutional rights as previously stated* 

Mr. ^avenner. Is your /husband’s name Stanley William: Heii- 
nctSori ? 

_ ^ rs - Henrickson . When I mentioned my grounds - y I pointed out 
that this was an unlawful infringement on rily pergonal rights. I 
will not mv61ve any other person iii this', and I vrill further decline 
to answer this question based on my constitutional rights as previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you live at Everett in the State of Washington 
priqr to.your coming to California? 

_ . HiiiTiEicfesGNi n I am declining to ahswef this question based on 

my tights under the Constitution as previously stated. 

Mr. Tave^ker, In tM course of hearings' in Seattle, Wa^h.^in June 
of 1954, Barbara Hattie, second !h d6mmaiid iii the Communist Party 
m the State of Washington, testified freely before this committed after 
she had been Convicted And Sentenced in the Smith Act case from 
that area* In the Course of her testimony she was a^ked this question : 

Will you proceed now to give us the names of persons whom you recall* from 
your personal knowledge, who wefe iheniherS df the CoihmiihiSt Party in other 
fe^hs ahd in other section organizations af the Communist Party in the State 
of Washington? 

Iii the course of her answer, she stated this ; 

Henderson, wife of Stan Henderson, whom 1 knew as a member and 
tfmcer of tkCEiterett Sbfctibh of the.domnitinist Party* 

Was Barbara Hartle correct in identifying you as a member of the 
Communist Party of Everett* Wash.? 

Mrs. Hemrioksqk. I decline to answer this question based oil my 
rights under the Constitution as previously stated* In addition, I 
want to repeat the question of lack of pertinency since this is a.ques- 
tion of Los Angeles. 

The Chairman. Mr. Tavernier, 1 am confused about the names* 
Is it Henderson or Henricksoh? 

t Mr. Tavenner. The spelling of her name as she gave it was Hen- 
rickson* 
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. i^pp, Mab9fm& Hqw repprfgr lwr$ it? '» ... ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Thai; is certainly more than a delaying action. 

The Chaip^aij-. How doyouspell yoqrname ? - ' , 

|fltrs. HEiHapE^pN, Hi-®-P-rriTC-k-s-:Q-n. . , - 

Mr. 'Tavenner. But the spelling as given by Mrs. Mantle or’ as ifcis 
ht.the record, is H-e-n-d-^r-s-o-n,. ' 

. Thp Chairman, Betfs get that clarified. Bp yqu.lpipw this wojn^n, 
Barbara Hartile? _ ' K * ' ■ ’ 1 

. Mrs. HENRiQKsapr. I decline to answer t-liis questipp under my con- 
stitutional rights as previously stated, ' ' , * . 

Mr,, Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, to clarify the matter of spelling, 1 
notice at the bottom of page 6180 of the committee’s record there is . a 
note referring to Stan Henderson as follows : , : / 

Identified on page 6149 as same individual as Stanley William Hendrickson, 
The Chairman.. How is that spelled?' 

Mr. Tavenner. H^e-n-d-r-i-c-fcs-o-n.. ■ 

The Chairman. You have no “d ? ’ in your name ? 

Mrs. Henrickson. No, I don’t. 

The C hairman . Are these the same individuals? • , . V. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is what I am trying to find out. I think there 
is enough in this record to clarify it. I will go a little further with it; 

On page 6i49 of the record of the committee this question was asked 
by Mr. Ivupzig : • . • k ’ 

Are there any others, please? 

Mrs. Hartle, Stan Henrickson, X believe it is ; ' 

MrVKuNzio. H-e^n-r-i-c-k-s-o-n ? ^ * 

Mrs.’ Hartle. Yes, that is correct. In my communication with him formerly 
I had used the name Henderson and had never been corrected by him^but.I haye 
reason to believe that his name is Henrickson now. " 7 ; V 

That is why I asked this witness whether or not she was the wife 'of 
Stanley William Henrickson. " , , 

The Chairman. Albright. « 

Mr. Tavenner: MThich she refused to answer;. Did you live’ in 
Everett, Wash.? # * 

.Mrs. Henrickson. I decline to answer this question based on my 
rights under the Constitution as previously stated-. " i 

Mr. Tavenner. What js your husbands name ? . ; ' 

Mrs. Henrickson. It is the same, question^ and I am giving.the same 
answer. * f ' j * 

Mr. Moulder. May I inquire, Mr. Chairman? * . >- , 

Are you married now ?. 

Mrs. Henrickson. I decline, to answer this question based on my 
constitutionaLrights as I have previously stated. them. - *• * 

Mr. Tavenner. Are .you a member of the 'Zapata ’Section of th f e 
Communist Party in Los Angeles ? 

Mrs. Henrickson. I decline/ to answer* this question based on my 
rights-under the Constitution as previously stated., ' \ < * 

Mr. Tavenner; I do. riot believe I have^ asked you your occupation. 
What is your occupation? * t , " r „ 

Mrs. Henrickson. I decline to answer this question based ok my 
rights under the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Aren’t you a social worker?. ' , 
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Mrs, Henrickson. Thisislhe same question, and! Incline to answer 
it based on the grounds I have previously stated, 

Mr, Tavenner, Arerdt you employed at the Council of Jewish 
Women, 615 South Manhattan Place, Los Angeles,, under the narii^of 
Ellie Goodman? 

* Mrs* Henrickson. I am the person who was subpenaed on my job, 
I refuse to answer the question any further based on my rights under 
the Constitution as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner* When you were subpenaed on your job, were you 
using the name of Ellie Goodman ? 

t Mrs, Henrickson. I decline to answer this question based on my 
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rights under the Constitution as I have previously stated. 

Mr, Tavenner* What reason do you have for L concealing .your true 
name? ■ 

(The witness confers with her counsel) 
w Mrs. Henrickson. I decline to answer this question based uppn my 
rights under the Constitutions .previously stated, 

Mr, Tavenner. The committee’s investigation reflects that you were 
a delegate to the convention of the Southern California District of the 
Communist Party held in Los Angeles on April 13 and 14, 1957, Is 
this information correct ? 


Mrs, Henrickson. This is the same kind of a question you have 
asked before. It invades my rights under the Constitution, and I 
decline to answer it based on the grounds I have previously stated, 
Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact you came to Los Angeles to make it 
the place of your permanent residence sometime during the year 1955 ? 
s Mrs, Henrickson. I decline to answer this question based upon my 
rights under the Constitution as previously stated* ► 

# Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party at this 
time? . 


t Mrs* Henrickson. I decline to answer tins question based upon my 
rights under the Constitution as I have previously stated them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether a person by the name of 
Stanley William Henrickson, the same spelling as you gave for your 
name, + was called as a witness, on June 17, 1954, in Seattle, Wash.? 
That is, as a witness before this committee:? 

^ Mrs. Henrickson. Mr, Chairman^ all these questions violate my 
right to free speech. and to association as guaranteed to me under the 
Constitution, I decline to answer this question based upon my rights, 
my constitutional rights as previously stated. 

Mr* Tavenner. I have no further questions* 

Mr* Moulder* Mr, Chairman, may I ask the witness a question ? 

I want to ask the witness if you care or if you wish to make any 
clarification of any answer or responses to questions which you have 
given, 

Mrs; Heniuokson, Mr. Chairman^ would you explain what you 
mean by this question? I amreally not clear about it* 

Mr. Moulder, There seems to be some confusion about your name 
or whether or not you were going under any name other than the 
name under which you were subpeiiaed. I wondered whether or not 
you have any statement you wish to make to clarify or exp] ain. . 

Mrs, Henrickson. I will let the record speak for itself. 

The Chairman. All right. 
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Mr. Marshall. Mr. Chairman. . 

The Chairman. Do you have another witness ? 

Mr. Marshall. Yes. Mukes. > 

This witness ob j ects.to her name being given to 'the press. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I suggest, inasmuch as I am going to call his 
three witnesses successively, that , he make those announcements 
at the end of all of them, rather than taking up all" the time that is 
being taken "up with stating ' the'same thing, separately three times? 

The Chairman- As far as. ye can control it, Mr. Marshall, we will ‘ 
do that. . . . ... , • . • w 

Mr. Marshall. The previous witness was Mrs. Bertha Marshall. 

The Chairman,, What is the name of this witness ? 

Mr. Marshall. 'As stated in the siibpena. 

.Mrs.,HENRioKsoN, Any name. 

Mr. Marshall. In other words, .we object to any name being used 
for this .witness, appearing before the committee, and we, object to -any 
statement being .made as to, the nature, of her answers here, . 

Mr, Tavenner. Do you desire to-makethe same statement regarding 
your next witness? I have agreed to call next Fay Mukes. . . . 

Mr. Marshall. Yes; we do, Mr. Tavenner. 

The Chairman. Will you raise, your.right hand,? Do you swear the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? « . 

Mrs. M ukes, Ido. , . 

TESTIMONY OP PAY KOVNER MUKES, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

DAN MARSHALL 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mrs. Mukes. Fay Kovner Mukes. . • , „ 

1 Mr. Tavenner." Miss of Mrs.? ‘ 

Mrs. Mukes. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the 1st, ,4th, gth, 
6th, 9th, 10 th amendments of the Bill of Sights., and the lack, of per- 
tinency. This question lacks pertinency. This committee haSs not 
given me or made, available to mo any knowledge which conceivably 
makes this inquiry pertinent with that, degree of explicity' and clarity 
requiredhy the due process clause.' 

The power of this committee is not unlimited.!. It has no general 
authority to expose the private affairs of individuals simply for’ the 
sake of exposure.^ This investigation is unrelated to any legislative 
purpose,, being beyond the power conferred upon the Congress by’ the 
Constitution. This committee has not made it appear with undispnt- 
abl'e clarity the subject matter, of this inquiry. It is the duty of the 
committee upon my present .objection on the grounds of pertinency to* 
state the subject Matter under inquiry and the manner in which 'this 
question is pertinent. - , ■* . . - « ... 

I further 'demand that this explanation must.be meaningful and 
must describe what the topic, of the inquiry is and whereby the ques- 
tion now asked relates to it. ’ . ‘ ’ 

Mr. Marshall. Will it be stipulated, Mr. 'Chairman, that if the wit- 
ness declines to answer any further questions she will be deemed to 
have declined to so .answer upon, each, all, and every of, the grounds 
that, she has now stated ? 
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The Chairman* It will be understood that the reasons Sort not 
answering the questions &rj& those that she read from, a piece of 
paper when she was asked whether or not She was married. Frow&d, 
Mr. Tavener, Are you not a Sister of julihs KoVher, wliO has 
( testified here earlier today ? 

Mm Mtntifls, I refuse On tile grounds previously stated. 

, Sin. Tavenner. Were yoli born on April It), 1924, in New York 
City? 4 . ... t 

Mrs. Minays. I decline to answer on the grounds stated. 
r Mi\ Tavenner, Your occupation is that of a legal secretary; Is it 
hot? 

s Mrs. Mukes. I decline to answer oil the same .grounds as previously 
given, ^ 

: Mr, Xavenner* Your address is 2001 Sbuth Curson, Lbs Angeles? 
Ish t that correct % 

Mis. MiniEs* I decline oil the same reasons previoiisly given. 

. Mr. MoTjTt-bfeti, Mr. Chairman,, I Want to hSk the witness tilts ques- 
tion: Would you answer any Question propounded toyOiiby counsel? 
(The witness colifers with her counsel) 

Mr* Moulder, That is a question I Am asking yob, 

(The witness confers With her counsel.) 

Mrs, MukeI I woiild answer all proper questions* but I would 
decline on any improper questions. 

Mr, Moulder. I am tiding to think of some question that you will 
answer. As I recall, Mr, Tavenner asked you your name* Have you 
given your htoie? 

Mrs, Mukes, Yes. 

Mr.MouLDEu, Whatwasit? 

Mrs. Mukes, Fay Koviler Mukes, 

Mr, Moulder. Then he asked you if it was Miss or Mrs, I still 
don’t understand your name. 

Mrg. M'uKES. Fay, My first name is Fay. 

Mr:M6tmDM. And the last name? 

Mrs. Mttes, Kbvner Mukes* 

. MV* MoiiiDEii. Sowdoyoiispellthat? 

Mrs. Mtmte; K-o-v-n-e-r M-ti-k-e-s. They are tw6 separate names. 
Mr* Moulder, 'Kovner Mukes, 

Mrs/MtdiES. Eight* 

Mr. Moulder. I ask yoii* is it Miss or Mrs, Fay Koviier Mukes? 

■Mrk* Mukes. I deolifte to ahsWfer on the grounds that I previously 
mentioned. ■ 

Mr, TAVritofcER. W&re yoil % member of the Communist Patty in Nch 
veifaber 19S2 ? - 

1 .Mf& I refuse to ahswer on the saftie ground previously 

cited* 

Mr, Tavenner, Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence A therUlbfax Copy 
of An Article appearing in the November sV, 19S2, issue of Los Angeles 
Herald-Express. The caption of the article is, .^State Probe Here 
Pares Red Plot to. Control L, A. Housing* Sploiis Reveal Proof of Fed 
Housing Plot*” I ask that it he marked i( Mukes Exhibit No. 1,” 

, Xne CHAintiAN, Makeitapairtof therecord. 

^Bobiintent marked “Mukes Exhibit No. and retained in Com- 
mittee files,) 
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Mr. Taven^er> Jn the last paragraph of the article the following 
statement is made : ' • ”" 1 ' * f * 

. . - 4 t . * ' < f *r 

A former employe, Fay Kovner, a CHA clerk under Green until 195<h was de^ 
scribed by the committee as an unfriendly witness. Site refused to answer nearly 
every question put to Ijer, including one as to whether her brother’s dame was 
Julius/* ’ ' 1 * 

Will- you examine the last paragraph, and state whether or ript you 
?xe the Fay Kpvner referred to? " ’ * ’ 

' Mis.-MoiLES. I decline to answer on the same grpufids I previously 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a clerk in the City Housing Administra- 
tion in or prior to 1952?' ' ' "”' r 

Mrs. Mo aes. I decline .to answer on the same-grounds as previously 
stated. * 

Mr. Tavenner, Were you a delegate , to the Los Angeles County 
convention .of the: Communist Party on Jahuapy ,5. and 6 19g7? 

Mrs. Muses. X refuse to answer on the grounds pheviously cited! ' 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information that jrpu wore a 
delegate to tlje Southern California district coilyentiofi of the; Com- 
munist Party held on April'lS and 14,1957. ig this correct? v V * 

Mrs. Muaes. I refuse to answer oh the same grounds' previously 
cited. - ’ " " " ' f . 

Mr. Tavewner. Were you a delegate to that convention ? ’ : 

Mrs. Mujs.es. X refuse on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has any convention been held’ of fhe Southern Cali- 
fornia District of the Communist Party since April 13, 1957,' to four 
knowledge? ( '■ "• ‘ , 

Mts,Mtjkes. I refuse to answer on the same groyiids. ' • * 

Mr. Tavenner. jn the report made'by Dorothy Healey, Aft the-con- 
vention of April IS and 14,1957, great stress was laid byher upon tile 
work of Communist Party members in mass organizations. ’ Did' you, 

AT* rfafpi ATK1TOOV* iv» or>v7 _Tl * - J ' • 


Mrs* MuiLES. I refuse to 1 cinswer on the sanie grounds, 
htr. Tatorner ; Hadn’t you beep engaged, hr work pf.fchat char,acter 
prior to that date? " ■ ^ ^ 

Mrs. Muses. I refuse to answer; oh the game grounds.’ ' " .’ 
Mr. Pawner. Weren’t y ; ou "a member : of the/Civii jtightshObn- 
^■ess here in Los Angeles and Wok, acfiye part in thd work- of 'that 
organization? * ' • * 1 

, X refuse to answer on the same grounds. ,. * 

' AH'. TXraNNER. Weren’t you appointed on September 8, 1955, 'as 
chairman of the Echo Park Branch of tire Civil Rights, Congress ? ' ' ' 
Mrs. Muses; I refuse to answer on the same.gfounas. V.' ' V- 
• you participate Af the instance, of any Commu- 

nist .Party mnt or functionary in the work of the 'Labor' Youth 
JLeague* v T ’ 1 -v *: 

Mrs.MuKE's. I r^use to answer on tire same grounds. ’ . , r, , 

L^uS ATONNEE ' Dld y ° U no£ h °Xd membership -in the Labor' Joyth 

•^f 1 ° r:KES ' X r^useto answer oil Hie same grounds^ - / 

Mr. Tavenner Our information is fhat'you were not in, attendance 
at a meeting On Julj 27 , 1958 , of the RistOOtCoimcfl oil, 7 ®® 
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nisi' tarty here in Los Angeles, hut were you officially Informed in 
your section of the Communist Party as to what transpired at that 
meeting? ' 

Mrs, Mukes, I refuse to answer on the same grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
July 27, 1958? 

Mrs, Muses* I refuse to answer on the. same grounds* 

Mr. Tavenner, Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 
Mrs. Mukes, I ref use to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner* I have no further questions, 

Mr, Moulder, Are you a citizen of the United States ? 

(The witness confers with her counsel,) 

Mrs, Muses, X decline on the same basis, same grounds as pre- 
viously stated, 

Mr, Moulder. Are you a member of any organization which advo- 
cates the overthrow of our Government by force and violence? 

Mrs. Mukes, I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr, Moulder, Do you have any knowledge or information concern- 
ing the activities of any person advocating, the overthrow of our 
Government -by force and violence? 

Mrs. Mukes. I decline on the same grounds, 

Mr. Taverner, Was the place of your birth Now York City? 

Mrs, Mukes. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr, Taverner, When did you first come to California? 

Mrs. Mukes, I decline tq answer on the same ground, 

Mr. Tavenner. X have no further questions. 

The Chairman* Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you 
'Swear the 'testimony you are about to give- shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you Gbd ? 

Mrs, Lusher. I (3,0* , 

TESTIMONY OP EOSEMAItY LUSHER* ACCOMPANIED. BY COUNSEL, 

^ JOHN T. McTEBNAN 

Mr, Tavenner* Will you state your name, please ? 

Mrs, Lusher* Rosemary Lusher, 

Mr. Tavenner., Do you have a middle name ? 

Mrs. Lusher, No, - 

Mr. Tavenner, Is not a part of your name Rosemary Haskell 
Lusher? 

Mrs. Lusher, Well, I think that I will have to refuse to answer 
that, 

Mr: Tavenner. Y oiihave to refuse to tell your name ? 

Mrs. Lusher. X believe I told you my name, 

Mr, Tavenner* Miss or Mrs;,? 

Mrs, Lusher, Mrs; 

Mr. Moulder. May I ask, Mr, Chairman, if she would state her 
full name* 

Mr; Tavenner, Yes, 

Mrs, Lusher, I did state my name. 

Mr, Tavenner, But you did not state your full name, as the Con- 
gressman indicated, 

Mrs, Lusher; That is my full name, Rosemary Lusher, 
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Mr; Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the- witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record? ’ 

Mr. McTernan. Surely. My name is John- T. McTeman, of the 
firm of Margolis, McTeman and Branton, 112 West 9th Street, Los 
Angeles 15, Calif. 

Mr. Tavennbr. Is your husband’s name Bernard Lusher?. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs.. Lusher. I am sorry. Would you.ask me the-question again? 

Mr. Tavennbr. Is your husband’s name Bernard Lusher ? 

Mrs. Lusher. Yes, it is. 

Mr. -Tavenner. What was your maiden name? 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, Counsel, I am sorry. How do I address you? 

Mr. Tayennbr. You need not address me at all if you don’t like. 
Just answer the question. 

The Chairman . Mr. Tavernier. 

Mrs. Lusher.- You are Mr: Tavernier. I am quite willing to caE 
you Mr., Tavernier. I would like to know what the point of your line 
of questioning is because I don’t ready see the pertinency at this 
moment. 

Mr. Tavennbr. At this moment it is to properly identify you. 

Mrs. Lusher. I believe that the. name Rosemary Lusher will prop- 
erly identify me. , . 

Mr. Tavbnnur: Are you the same person as Rosemary Wylde ? ' 

Mrs. Lusher. Wed, Counsel, youTmow, I would again like to know 
what the pertinency of the question is. 

Mr. Tavennbr. May I have the direction that the witness-answer ? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the question. We are 
trying to identify you so there wiU be no question about who you are 
for the record; 

Mrs. Lusheri I . believe- that my name does identify me sufficiently. 
Since you have directed me to answer the question, then I feel that 
perhaps'- at this' point I should, indicate to you why I cannot answer 

this particular question. ■ ■ 

■ I have given a lot-of -thought to this problem since I received the 
subpena a month ago, and I, really don’t know whether to try to say 
what I am going to. say- to you or notj because ibis really kmd of a 
question of trying t6 communicate between people, and I don’t knbw 
if you want to -understand what I am trying to say. -I don’t even know 
if you really fully understand what, you do to people when you. issue 
these subpanas to them and bring them in like. this. 

Mr. Tavenner.. This is not responsive to the question at aliV 

Mrs. Lusher. The torture you put them through: I want to be 
respopsivedo the question and I am explaining why I cah’t answer this 
question to you. * ■ • 

You see, I feel- that when. you. bring people in like this, against their 
wiE, in effect you are trying to compel us,- you are trying to compel 
me to deny my own right as a free- American citizen to be a free 
American citizen, and the only - way you can deny it is if you don’t 
understand -me, if you don’t try to understand what ; I believe and What. 
I say. If I have done anything wrong, then 1 -believe ydirknow that 
I shbuld.be tried in a court. r 

Congressman Boyle, who is on this committee', Has said-that when 
you are. called before this committee you are thereby convicted. I 

38263— 69— pfc? r* 
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believe that this is not right "When you do this.tomeand to these 
other people, you can only do it if you denyt-r- 
, The Chairman. Ho. one is being convicted of anything. You are 
not charged with anything. We ate .making an inquiry for reasons 
that are perfectly apparent. You have been asked a very simple 
question, j I direct you to answer theque'stion. 

Mrs, Lusher, Wliat are the reasons that .aresp -apparent to you,, 
that arenot apparent to meh , . 

The Chairman. We .endeavoring to draft legislation' that is 
designed to protect the unwary from enlisting in causes either Com- 
munist-inspired or Communi3tTdqminated,andthere are a great many 
well-meaning people who become connected with- organizations having 
lofty-sounding purposes which are' actually nothing hut Commitaist 
fronts. 

In order to preserve this form of government that they appear to be 
SO; deeply interested ip* we feel it is necessary to legislate in order! to 
protect people not as intelligent yon, obviously are. feo hpw we are 
asldng. you some preliminary=questidn^$o We know Who youaM 
You are not charged with anything. Ho one isgoing to be charged 
with anything^ , . ■ , , . > ■ , " ' 

Ml Taverner, I might say, Mr;. Chairman j I am confident that the 
witness has misinterpreted any statement Mr. Doyle may have made 
on that subject. \ , 

The Chairman. Of course., Go ahead and ask: the question. What 
was the question, Mr, Tavenner? 

Mr.. Tavenner Would you read the question* pleased 
Mrs? Lushes. As I say, I feel that I have to refuse to answer this 
question, first of alVon what. I believe deeply is an important ethical 
and moral ground. ; . ( 

The Chairnan. What question are you not answering? L 
Mrs, Lusher. Well, I believe he bv^mted to knpw^whatf did you 
w ( ant to know ? You want to know if the n^ifte L wa&born with was 
Wylde? " ; : 

The Chairman.; How you are declining to answer a question What 
quesuon are you declining? - ; . ^ 

i Mrs, Lusher. This is the question, isnlt , 

The Chairman. .What is it? 

Mrs. Lusher. Maybe counsel would: repeat it so I don’t .say it in- 
correctly. . L 

The Chairman. Y ou are declining to; answer something., , What ate 
you declining to. answer? ^ ^ 

* (The witness confer with her counsel ?) l * > 

; Mrs? Lusher.- Well', X shall have to^ refose. The question, as my 
counsel informs me, was whether X was known as Rosemary Wylde, and 
as I said* I am going to have to refuse- to answer on this* what I con- 
sider this ethical and moral ground, that this committee, by bringing 
people in against their will is denying our basic human rights and is 
treating pSias something less, > as subhuman, in such a way that wehave 
to, if we want to ^maintain our' own belief in the dignity df the indL 
yiduM we have^ decline tq- cooperate? 

Of course, beyond those grounds, I have to also decline to Answer 
on the grounds ofthe first amendment of the Bill; of Lights, which for- 
bids] the committee to abridge my freedom of speech ana press, my 
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politick beliefs and' associations and Assembly and inquiry ; 1 on- tbe 
grounds .of the fourth amendment .of the BilTof Rights, whidli makes 
me secure in my hbine aiid if ee trom unreasonable search and seizure ; 
on the grounds of .the fifth amendment of the Bill of Rights, 'which 
preytHtSithis committee from, attempting ‘fo compel me to be a; witness 
against myself, andrittempts to deprive ine of my liberty and L property 
and the right to earri a livelihood without due process of law. Thisig 
an amendment which protects the innocent, and of, course, as you have 
said, I and riot charged with anything, and I therefore assume 1 that 
you know, as I know, that X am innocent. And^by^the use; of 1 the fifth 
amendment I am not admitting to any ‘guilt of any- kind: ' 

-The Chairman. Why did you make thdt statement? ; * ; 

Mrs. Lusher. Because I was very? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) ’ * 

Mrs. Lusher. I whkeontinue with my grounds. . . 

On the ground of the sixth amendment of the Bilk of Rights, which 
provides mat you shorid.. confront nie,.if you wish to, -with any per- 
sons with, .whom ‘you are accusing me of .any wrongdoing. • 

'Ind the 'ninth amendment of the Bill of Rights; which forbids- the 
denying of any of the rights retained by the people, such as the’ rights 
that ’ are guaranteed in the first, the. fourth,, the fifth, and the sixth 
amendments'. Aid the 10th. amendment' of the Bill of Rights, which 
forbids this committee from proceeding in to inquire, from dealihg 
with any powers.that are reserved to the people. 

• Arid; of course, on- the” ground -which I had mentioned before,, on the 
question of .pertinency, since I really cannot see that the inquiry that 
you are conducting with’ me has>geiiuihe'pertmency-which -would lead 
to legislation such as you haveindicated, since .1 believe that; the recent 
ruling of the Supreme-Court has held that legislarion which- has-been 
passed in the area which you have defined was- not valid. 

So thatl-believe that— I find it hard to believe that.this investig^ti'oh 
can be conducted for the purposes- of genuine legislation which will 
not be legislation which will be unconstitutional. .. 

. The Chairman-.- Ask another question. ■ ' , ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. Were you born in -Vermilion, Alberta* 
Canada? _ . . 

(The witness confers with hter-.counseh) • . • .. 

< Mrs. Lusher. I amwrry,J^»-T&yeimer*but I aiii afraidthatf shall 
have to refuse to answer -this question on all the grounds previously 
stated. ‘ f - '• ' • < 1 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction that the witness ‘answer ?; 

The Chairman. You are directed* -to answer that question. It is 
merely forddentificatiom * I .* 

Mrs. Lusher. T am afraid that I shall have to decline on all the 
grounds; ‘ ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you decline ? - ‘ . -. . f 

Mrs.LuSHER. On all .thelgroundsithat I have .previously stated. 

The 1 Ch kiRJiA n . ;A11 r : ght p r o cee d . , , _ ' < ■ 

Air. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen? ■ v 
Mrs. Lusher, I am sorry, Mr. Tavenner, I- shall have to refuse that 
question on all the grounds that I have previously stated. - , 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not naturalized as a citizen pf the. TJnited 
States in Los Angeles on N ovember 8, 1946? , j. 
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Mrs. Lusher. I am sorry, Mr. Tavernier, but I. shall have to refuse 
to answer that question on all' the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party on No- 
vember 8, 1916 ? _ 

Mrs. Lusher. I am sorry, Mr. Tavenner, I shall have to refuse to 
answer that question on all the grounds that I have previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isyouf present; address -3115 Minnesota Street, Los 
Angeles, Calif. ‘ ' ‘ ' 

Mrs, Lusher. Well, I have no objection, since my subpena was 
served there, why, I am sure you know it. 

Mr. Tavenner., Thank you for answering, that question. 

How long have you lived in Los Angeles?. 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, Mr. Tavenner, I don’t see the pertinency of this 
question, and I shall have to refuse to answer it on all the grounds 
that I have previously stated! 

Mr, Tavenner. Is your present occupation that of executive direc- 
tor of the American Russian Institute m Los Angeles ? 

Mrs. Lusher. I am sorry, Mr. Tavenner, but I shall ’have to decline 
to answer that on the grounds previously stated— on all the -grounds 
previously stated. ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer iii evidence a, thermofax copy 
of an announcement entitled, “Open House at the American Russian 
Institute, Monday, April 4, 1955, 102444 North Western Avenue, Los 
Angeles,” stating : 

Honor the retiring Executive Secretary, Reva Mucha. Welcome the new 
Executive Secretary, Rosemary Haskell. 

I ask that it be marked “Lusher Exhibit No. 1.” 

The Chairman. Is there any connection? 

Mr. Wheeler. That is her previous married name. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Is if admitted ? 

The Chairman. Yes. • 

(Document marked “Lusher Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the document, please, and. state 
whether of not you are the person-mentioned as thenew executive secre- 
tary of that organization ? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. May I inquire of counsel, Do you wish to have a 
longer period 6f time to confer with the witness ? 

Mr. McTernan. Thank you, Mr. Counsel; I think we have just 
about concluded. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. McTernan. Are you thinking of taking a luncheon recess at 
this time? 

The Chairman . Have you any more questions, Mjr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir ; I have. 

Mr. McTernan. There is a question pending. 

The Chairman. Yes, Are you going to answer that question? 

Mr. McTernan. We were discussing it. 

- Mrs. Lusher. Did you say that you wanted to take a luncheon 
recess? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. I asked you a question. Would you please 
answer it? 

1 
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Mrs. Lusher. Would you repeat the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Head her the question. 

(The question was read.) 

Mrs. Lusher. Mr. TavenHer, could I ask you what your line of 
questioning intends to he? / 

Mr. Tavennee* I am going to ask you regarding; your knowledge 
of the Co mmunis t Party activities in the area of Lois Angeles. r 
' Mrs. Lu sher. 'Mir. Tavenner, of course, I have already declined to, 
or I will decline to, answer any such questions. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you answer this question? I haye asked this 
question. ' You have taken quite a considerable length- of time, Will 
you please either answer it or refuse to answer. 

Mrs. Lusher'. Mr. Tavenner, when you say I have taken a consider- 
able length of time, J think you have to realize that I have taken 
considerable lengths-of my time, too, and many other people’, and you 
have to, I think, realize what youknow the effect — — ’ ' 

The C hairman . Answer the question, please. * 

Mr. Tavenner., Just please answer the question. 

Mrs. Lusher. I am afraid I have to- decline to answer the question 
on all the grounds previously stated., ' ' \ 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the. Communist Party on 
April!, 1955 ? , ' 

Mrs. Lusher. I am sorry, I have to decline to answer the question 
6h all the grounds previously stated. ;• . 

Mr. Tavenner.- Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence a photostatic copy 
of a letter oh the stationery 'of the American Russian Institute bearing 
date of April 28, 1958, and ask that it be marked “Lusher- Exhibit 
No.2;” / , ■ 

The Chairman. Make it apart of the record. 

(Document marked “Lusher Exhibit No. 2” and retained in com- 
mittee-files.) ' * 

Mr. Tavenner. This letter indicates that it is over the signature of 
a person by the name of Rosemary Haskell, executive secretary. Will 
■ you. examine the document, please, and state whether or not the signa- 
ture there is your signature or that you signed the name “Rosemary 
Haskell”? 

Mfs. Lusher. I see that this letter is relating to — — 

Mr. Tavenner. I asked the witness no question- regarding the content 
of the letter. My question was whether or not she signed it. ! 

Mrs. Lusher. Have you read theletter? 

The Chairman. Did you sign that letter ? 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, 1 am afraid that! have to decline to answer that 

question, but in declining! would- ; 

The Chairman. All right. You declined to answer the question. 
Ask another question. 

Mrs. Lusher. I would like to state my grounds first. *■ 

The Chairman. It is understood the grounds are those that you 
read from the piece of paper: You .don’t have to read it. again. 

Mrs., Lusher. No, but I would like to add to my grounds that I have 
previously-stated because I feel that this letter reflects the official State 
Department policy on cultural exchange between our country and the 
Soviet Union, a policy that I believe the State Department isproud of 
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and feels is going to help topr event war and, we hope, lead to better 
understanding between America and the* Soyiet TJnibii, 

The Chairman, We understand all of those things, and we ar&very 
careful to, see tp it that our foreign policy is ^hot adversely affected. 
The question is, Bid you write the letter % 

Mrs. Lusher* If I may-state my grounds 

The Chairman. Bidyou write it? 

Mrs, Lusher. May I state my grounds for- refusing to answer?^ 
The Chairman. Did you write it? And then you can state your 
grounds. Did you or didn’t you write the letter ? , 

/ Mrs, Lusher. I would hayp to decline to state whether or not I 
wrote the letter or not, butl wouldlike to stately grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. Were Vou not the executive secret aiy of the Ameri- 
can- Russian Institute in Los Angeles in April 1958 ? / 

Mrs. Lusher. Mr, Tavenper ? I am going to have to decline to answer 
your question, and I would like tp estate piy grounds for doing sp* 
Would you like to see the letter ? 

The Chairman, Yes, 

Mrs, Lusher. My constitutional rights guarantee me, I believe, 
freedom of association, and any activities which I might engage in 
are activities pf which I am proud, which I don’t feel that you are 
genuinely inquiring into. 

Certainly this letter, which is to encourage people to buyticketsto 
see the Moiseyev Dancers, who, as you may. recall, took Los Angeles 
and the United States by storm, had a tremendous success. 

The Chairman. I saw it myself in Washington, 

, Mrs, Lusher. How did you like it? 

The Chairman. That is immaterial. What difference does it make % 
You declined to answer for. the reasons that you have given. 

Mrs. Lusher. I have to decline to answer for all the reasons that I 
have previously stated, but I feel that it is important that in looking 
at the content of this letter^^- 

The Chairman, Do you want to come back this afternoon? X have 
aluncheon engagement 
Mrs. Lusher. I would be very happy to, sir. 

The Chairman. Do you have any more questions? < 

Mr. Tavenner, Many, J 

The Chairman. We will recess until 2 o’clock this/afternoon, 
(Whereupon, at 12:15 pan., the subcommittee recessed, to reconvene 
atSp.m, the same day.) . 

AFTERNOON :SESSION-THlJRgpAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1958 

(Members present at beginning of afternoon session were: Repre- 
sentatives Walter and Moulder.) 

TESTIMONY OF ROSEMARY LTTSHER— Resumed 

Mr^ Tavenner. Mrs. Lusher, at the time of the noon recess we were 
discussing the letter on the stationery of the American Russian Insti- 
tute da-ted April 28, 1958. The name signed to that letter is Rosemary 
Haskell. Were you known by the name of Rosemary Haskell by a 
former marriage? 

Mrs. Lusher. Well* Mr, Tavernier, and Congressmen, I gave some 
thought during tlie lunch hour to your question before lunch time and 
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of courge the, letter that you showed me which waS supporting the sale 
of tickets for 'the Moiseyev Dancers was' sent -out by the Hollywood 
BOwl Association attheirrequest. And Of courseY felt and’ feel that 
this program that was, is- expressed in this letter as something that is 
very worthwhile and I hesitated before lunch to discuss my own asso- 
ciation with the' institute, with the American Russian Institute.- _ 

' However* I have -decided that I will do so because the earlier 
remarks that I made to ydu, you know, when I first came in this morn- 
ing* about the -need for this committee to understand the witnesses that 
appear before them.is'something that I feel Very strongly about. Now, 
maybe I am being naive- -and. perhaps nothing I say will reach you. 
Maybe yoti have such a stereotype in your- own minds toward r the people 
who come before yOu that it is of no concern to you— you -know, the 
effect that' these hearings liaVe on people. But I personally feel Very 
strongly -'about it and you 'know I feel that you have a moral respon- 
- sibility for what you 'do>as I have a moral responsibility for what the 
position is that I take; and I feel that you know the people who have 
come before this committee 1 and who have lost their jobs as a result of 
-it, those who have* committed suicide as' a result of the, pressure of 
such hearings as this are your responsibility.. • ' * 

The Chairman. That is 1 about enough of that. Whose moral re- 
sponsibility were ypii talking about in the Malibu Station some* time 
ago ? Don’t give me. any "lecture about any moral responsibilities. - 
Mrs. Lusher. So I would like to discuss, if I felt that I would get 
an understanding bearing here; the program of the institute. But 
perhaps I wouldn’t get an understandiffg.hearing. «. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have, asked no. question* about the program of the 
institute. • «■ 

The Chairman. What was your question ? . - 

Mr.. Tavenner.% My question was whether or- not she has been, 
known, by the name of Rosemary Haskell as a result of* a former 
marriage. ^ t 

Mrs.'LusHER. Well, I am sorry, hut I believe that I shall have*’ to 
decline to. answer that question on all the grounds that I have’ pre- 
viously stated. ’ 

’Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned earlier in your testimony that you 
were glad to give hs your present adress.. It is the address given, .on 
this letter of April *28, 1958, is it hot; 31151 Minnesota Street? . 
.(Witness confers with* her counsel.) ' > > ! 

(No response.) . •> 

. .Mr. Tavenner.. It.isup.at the top rightrhand corner. • •• < 

Mrs. LusAer. • Mr. Tavenner, you! know I believe that, the document 
speaks for itself; - ** f- ’ 

t Mr.. Tavenner. Ign’t it: a fact that on* April .28, 1958,, 3115 Minne- 
sota Street, Los Angeles, Calif., as given on this letterhead,- was, the 
^ddsessof your residence?. • . > *. . - . • . * 

, (Witness confers with. her counsel.) * , 

* Mrs. Lusher. T^ell, that wasmy ^address and^as I said, as I stated* 
that I am prepared to talk .about the program of the American Rus? 
sian Institute and my association with it, not in terms of naming any 
of the people who work, with me 4 n the institute, ;but I did work as 
executive secretary of the American Russian Institute. f 

, Mr: Tavenner * That is* the question ypu refused all morning -to 
answer. ' f - * . $ « , v. 
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Mrs, Lusher; For 10 minutes; 

Mr, Tavenner. I am glad you have changed your mind about it 
You have operated the American Russian Institute as its executive 
secretary- from your home over a considerable period of time: have 
you not? 

Mrs, Lusher, No; just since last summer. We had a library at 
10241/2 North Western and when we were no longer able to keep it 
open, financially, we actually closed it down and stored the books. 
The program of the institute is, and always has been since I have been 
associated with it, amonpolitical one and an organization that lias been 
interested in the program which is now the official program of our 
State Department, the question of cultural exchange between our 
country and the Soviet Union, 

Mr, Tavenner, Were you a member of the Communist Party from 
the time that you were elected the- executive secretary of the American 
Russian Institute Up until April 28, 1958, the date qf the letter that 
I referred you to, 

Mrs, Lusher, Mr, Tavernier, I must decline to answer that question 
on all the grounds that I have previously stated, I believe that the 
program of the American Russian Institute stands for itself, and 
since it is one, which, in effect, our State Department has also endorsed, 
it is one which Chairman Allen oi the University of California rec- 
ommended to the Rotarian meeting last January or February when 
Mr, Hearst spoke on his trip to the Soviet Union, Dr, Allen stood up 
^d said that he felt that m addition to the very fine program that 
the State Department was carrying on for cultural exchange he also 
felt that, person-to-person contact and individual responsibility in this 
field was very important. 

And I feel that this is what I haye done in the institute while we 
have been operating. And I personally feel that it is genuinely in the 
welfare and interests of the people of this country and I would like 
to see many more people work in such a program, and I feel that to 
bring people in who tiy to do this, and threaten them, that the way 
that has been done withme doesn’t help matters any* 

Mr, Tavbnhtr, Have you also been active in the Civil Rights Com 
gress of Southern California? 

Mrs, Lusher, Well, I should decline to answer that question on all 
the grounds previously stated; 

Mr, Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a thermofax copy of a 
letter bearing date of October 8, 1954, on the stationery of The De- 
fender, whereon it is stated that The Defender is the official organ of 
the Civil Rights Congress* of Southern California, May it be marked 
“Lusher Exhibit No'. 3” ? 

.(Document marked “Lusher Exhibit No, 3 55 and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tayenner, I call your attention, Mrs. Lusher, to the signatures 
of three persons at the bottom of this letter which purport to be that 
of the editorial board. Will' you examine it r and state whether or 
not you see the name of Rosemary Lusher ? 

* (Counsel confers with vritness.) 

Mrs. Lusher. I believe the document speaks for itself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sign the document? 

Mrs. Lusher, I must decline to answer that question on all the 
grounds previously stated. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You will also see as the name of one of the editorial 
board members that of Elizabeth Speetor. Will you examine it and 
look at it? 

Mrs. Lusher. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she on the editorial board with you? 

Mrs. Lusher. I must decline to answer that question on all the 
grounds previously stated. • . 

Mr. Tavenner. Is she the wife of Frank Speetor ? 

Mrs. Lusher; I must decline to answer that question oil all the 
grounds previously stated. v . ’ 

Mr . Tavenner. You will also, if you will look, at the document, 
see the name of Don Wheeldin. 

Mrs. Lusher-. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he serve on.the editorial board with you ? 

Mrs. Lusher. I must decline to answer that question on all the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. On the date of that document, which is October 8, 
1954, were Elizabeth Speetor and’ Don Wheeldin members Of the 
Communist Party with you ? - • , 

( Counsel confers with witness.) 

Mrs. Lusher. Mr- Tavenner, of course, you know that is a loaded 

■question, as you know very well,' and-^ — 

Mr. Tavenner. There is nothing loaded about thequestion. It is a 
direct question asking if you know that those' people were members 
of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Lusher.. The latter phrase you used is certainly a loaded ques- ' 
tion. Naturally, I have to decline to answer* it on all the grounds 
previously stated. ‘ 

Mr; Tavenner. Did you also take an active part in the financial 
support of the People’s World, a Communist Party organ in Los 
Angeles? . * 

(Counsel confers with the witness.) 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, I am afraid I don’t quite understand your 
question, ’Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr.. Tavenner. Very well. I offer in evidence a thermofax copy 
of; a letter bearing date November 1956,- signed’ by a number of per- 
sons, requesting financial support of the Daily People’s World and 
ask that if be marked' “Lusher Exhibit No. 4.” 

The CHAiRMAN.^, It will be marked and made a part of the record. 
(Document marked “Lusher Exhibit No. 4” and retained *in com- 
mittee files.). .... v « . ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you ■examine it, please, and state whether' or 
not you see your name as One of -those signed to the letter.?' 

Mr s. LusherV I believe, Mr. Tavenner, that the document speaks 
for itself . • ' . - . 

Mr. Tavenner. I note on the document the name of Mrs. Rosemary 
Lusher. Did you sign the document? . 

Mrs..' L usher.. I must decline to answer that on all the grounds 
previously stated. ' '■ ' . . . 

Mr. Tavenner; Af, a convention of the Southern California Dis- 
trict Of the Communist Party held in Los Angeles On April 18 and 
14, 1957, a report was made by Dorothy Healey which outlined the 
areas in which special work .was to be done as determined by the 
National Committee of the Communist Party. . ' . ’ 
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I know you were not -present ; ; at least from our information you 
were hot .present at that meeting. But I wanted to call to your at-= 
tention that one of the prime objectives in this area as indicated -by 
that report was calling upon the rank and file members of the Cqm- 
munist Party to concentrate upon infiltration and work in non-Coin- 
niunist organisations and in mass organizations; 

Bid that directive come to your attention after the date of that 
meeting ? 

Mrs, Lusher. Mir, Tavernier, I must-decline to answer that question 
on all the grounds previously stated. , 

Mn Tatonner, Weren't you engaged in that type of work for the 
Communist Party prior to that meeting? 

Mrs. Lushes. I am afraid I don't understand your question, Mr. 
Tavernier. 

a, ^ r - Tavenner ; : Weren’t you engaged in work, for the Communist 
Party within various mass organizations over a considerable period of 
tune before April 1957? - 

i Lusher. Well, I must decline to answer that question on all 
the grounds previously stated. 

, Mr. Tayenjsfer. Was not one of the organizations- that was organ- 
ized to advance the Communist Party objectives in, this area the 
Southern California Committee to Repeal the Smith Act and, Other 
Anti-Labor Legislation ? 

Mrs* Lusher* X must .decline to 1 answer that question; on all the 
grounds previously stated* ' 1 

Mr. Tavener. Weren’t you the secretary of that organization! 
Mrs. Lusher. I must decline to answer that question on all the 
grounds previously stated* 

Mr, Tavenker, I offer in evidence a thermof ax copy of an article 
frpm the May 26, 1952, issue of Peopled World entitled,, “300 LA 
unionists ask Truman veto of McCarran bill,” and ask that it ha 
marked “Lusher Exhibit No. 5* ,J 
The Chairihak. Make it a part of the record* 

(Document marked “Lusher Exhibit No* 5” and retained in coeqt 
mittee files*) 

t Mr* Tayenner* The paragraph which I desire to call to your atten- 
tion reads as follows : 

Opening remarks were made by Cam mittee Secretary, Hosemary. Lusher. 

Will you examine it, please, and state whether pt not you weirs the 
Rosemary Lusher referred to? • 

Mrs* Lusher* Welh Mr* Tavenner, I would certainly support any 
action to veto the McCaiTah- Walter immigration law, and since it has 
become a law I would certainly take any action to repeal it because 
I do believe very sincerely that it is an undemocratic laW* E 

Mr, Tayeniter. That isn’t my question. My question is whether or 
not you Were the secretary of that organization, whether you were 
correctly identified as such in that article. L 

Mrs. Lusher. I am sure that in addition to the 300 trade unions re- 
ferred to there were thousands of trade unionists ahd , many other 
Americans who have come out in opposition to. the McCarran-Walter 

law* * ‘ - 

Mr* Tavehher. Sih6e you made that speech will you ^answer the 
question? r ‘ t ; 


COMMUNISM IN' SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 173 

' Mrs. Lusher/ I must decline to answer on all ‘the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

' 'Mr. Moulder. On that, question, to what portion Of the Walter- 
McCarran Act do you particularly ob j ect ? 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, 1 think that tne sections which restrict ifnmi - 
gration, establish immigration quotas are hot in the tradition our im- 
migration had previously been m. # 

‘ The © hairman . Previously been in — about three times as many- 
people have come in last year under the newer law as under the old law. 
And the quotas are exactly the same. Quite obviously you are merely 
mouthing things said by the. people opposed to the law. 

Mrs'. Lusher'. I do object to a law which deports people for their 
political beliefs. - 

, The'CiiAiRirAN. Yes;; that is correct, of course. ' Proceed. 

MrS. Lusher. Whether they are Communists or not, and this,, of 
course, -is always a, moot question in this kind' of deportation hearings. 

Mr . Tavenner. Lid you attend? the Fifth Annual Conference of the 
Los Angeles Committee for Protection of Foreign Born at the A.lex i 
andria Hofei in Los Angeles on March 19, 1955 ? ■ 

' ’M/ cj.' Lusher/ Well, Y would like to know what the pertinency of 
this line of qustioning is, Mr. ’Tavenner, if you don’t mind telling me. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have asked you the question whether Or not you 
were engaged in activity within different mass organizations and. 
other grou’ps for the Communist Party. 

/ The question that 3? am asking you here is whether or not you engaged 
' in this activity, and I want to follow it with the request for you to 
tell. us to what extent you were acting, for and in behalf of the Coim 
inuhist Barty, if you were working in that organization. 

(Witness confers Vith her counsel.) , , 

Mrs. Lusher/ Well, Mr. Tavenner, I am not trying to Be recalcitrant. 
I think I want to understand you and the members of the committee, 
i sincerely d6. „ I may not convey the fact very easily, but I feel it very 
Stfpngly,” ancL,£ just cannot, .understand how this line of questioning 
that you are putting to me is pertinent tp what you as members of the 
committee; are attempting to do. You know President Roosevelt-^ — : 
]Mr. MoulperV May I interrupt by asking yqu whgt is your under- 
standing of what the members ’of- the, committee are .attempting to 
achieve-or do ? 1 « , 

Mrs.' Ijusher. Excuse me. 

(Witness confers with her, counsel. ) - v 

. ^.Mrs/LusHER. I do find ypu’know in' the, Watkins decision 

./ Mr, ; Moulder. , Ypu made some reference to it. May I interrupt 
you?- ' , . «• ■ 

Mrs. Lusher. Of course. 

, rMr; Moulder. Seemingly, haying reached the conclusion or an as- 
sumption .as to- what you think the committee is attempting to achieve 
or do. . , * 

. Mrs. Lusher. Yes. ;. ,, ^ 

Mr, -Moulder. I :am asking you just what, is your understanding in 
that respect. ' - ’ , . 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, of course, I really don’t know everything about 
the committee, naturally,, but J understood that Congress authorized 
the committee on. a very brOad basis and that the Supreme Court said 
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in the Watkins, case that it was very hard to determine exactly what 
the committee was trying to do because it was so generalized. ^ To 
attempt — I understand what the committee is supposed to , do is to 
investigate so that it can pass legislation which will be desirable, 
you know, for the country. And mis is where I feel that legislation 
which goes into the: area of association and what people believe .even 
if we don’t agree with what the people believe can be ^dangerous 
legislatipn not only for the people who may have opinions which 
are dissident, but, you know, for everyone in the country, because 
it creates an atmosphere that is a very fearful one. 

You know, when the early Christians were brought up before the 
Romans they believed in something which wasn’t acceptable to society 
in those days. 

Mr. Moulder. I am sorry to interrupt you again, but do 1 under- 
stand you to say that it is your understanding that the purposes 4ud 
objectives ,of the committee are to seek information so that we might 
be better informed in passing legislation, or in reporting legislation 
for Congress to pass? 

Mrs., Lusher. Yes. 

Mr. Moulder, And that being so, in response to the question by Mr. 
Tavenner, our counsel, you challenged the question because you say 
it wasn’t pertinent? . 

Mrs, ; Lusher. Weil, yes. 

Mr. Moulder. I do not understand your reasoning that — — 

Mrs. Lusher. My feeling on it is that in the past-^-I cannot judge 
the committee entirely by what it does today, but, you know, by : the 
whole past 20 years the committee has been in existence, that inquiry 
into this field, beliefs and associations, has* not led to legislation which 
has been either good for our country or has been constitutional. 

The Chairman. Many statutes hate been enacted as a result of 
recommendations from this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those that have been enacted into law are, I be- 
lieve, about 38. Legislation has been offered and has been uiider 
consideration in the last Congress which has not been acted upon 
of about the same number. 

The Chairman. Plus literally hundreds of administrative orders. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, many of the committee’s recommendations 
have been adopted and put into the form of “administrative orders 
in various agencies. I have iff inind right now quite a number of 
them., 

H Mr. Moulder. What was your last question,, Mr. Tawenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was whether or not this witness at- 
tended on March 19, 1955, the Fifth Annual Conference of the Los 
Angeles Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. She has not 
yet answered the question. 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, you see, this kind of a question in relation to 
what you asked me deals with the question of association, and it is 
my belief that-^ — 

Mr. Moulder. He is asking you did you attend it and probably he 
will follow that by other questions concerning what knowledge you 
may have gained or obtained there which might deal directly with 
the question of legislation. 

Mrs. Lusher. Legislation which would accomplish what? 
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The Chairman. Make people aware of activities that-are not in the 
best interests of the United, States, make people aware that the peace 
•organizations they joined were not interested in peace but merely in 
Russian domination,-’ et cetera. That is the purpose ’of the Question. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

• Mrs', Lusher. Well, you .see When you say “Were you there,” and 
then in effect this kind of a question is really exposure of a person’s 
activities just for the sake of exposure. 

The C hairman . Not at all. We Have another purpose m mmd. 
Did you' attend this, meeting % I am not asking you about anyone else. 

Mis. Lu sher . You see the Supreme Court in the Watkins decision 
does say that exposure for the sake of exposure is wrong. 

The Chairman. That is not what we are concerned with. We are 
not engaged in Anything of the sort. ^Furthermore the. Supreme 
Court didn’t understand the question, and. furthermore, I am not so 
sure they wanted to. . You are entirely iri error. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction that the witness answer the 
question? - ’ . 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs'. Lusher. I am really sorry,. I must decline to answer the ques- 
tion on the ground previously stated. „ ’ 

The Chairman. I am really sorry, to.o. ' , 

Mr. TaveNner, Are you familiar -with- the California Peace Cru- 
sade? ' . ' ’ . / ; 

Mrs. Lusher. Mr. Tavenner, I think' that this is the same kind of a 
question. I don’t like to constantly repeat it. 

. Mr. Tavenner. And the purpose of it is identically the same, to try 
t b determine the extent to which the Communist Party is Endeavoring 
to carry : on activities of this kind and what its objectives are.* Will 
you answer the question ?, 

‘ “-Mrs. Lusher. But I do not really believe that the exposure -of a 
person’s, activities in this fashion is right or constitutionaland I must 
decline' to answer on all the-ground previously stated. * 

' The CHAiRiiAN. We are not. endeavoring to expose yo.ur activities 
at all. We are asking you whether or not you have been connected 
•with these things in order to ascertain whether or not you can prob- 
ably give us answers to the questions that we would like to ask you. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the question.- ' 

Mrs. Lusher. I am sorry, I think X said I decline to answer the 
questions previously stated. 

The Chairman.' Are you on the- board of The Defender? 

Mrs. Lusher. I am sorry, I must decline to answer on all the 
grounds, I previously stated. 

'“The Chairman.’ You see, that brings us, right up to what we haye 
been talking about.. If you had told the truth about it or had at. 
least a dmi tted' that you were on the board— and I have every reason 
to believe that you were — then we could ask you about The Defender 
and what its purposes were and things - we would like to know about 
it in order to determine whether or not there ought to be legislation 
with respect to that kind- of a publication, 

Mr. McTernan. Mr; Chairman, excuse me a minute. 
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The Chairman:- Surely. . 

Witness confers witkher counsel.) 

Mrs. Lusher. The organization that I have: worked with for the 
last 3 years, X told you that X was executive secretary of, the Russian 
American Institute program I felt was in the best interests of the- — - 
The Chairman. What about the magazine The Defender? That is 
what I was asking you about. Are you on the editorial staff of that 
magazine? ” ' 

. Mrs- Lusher. I ana sorry, I really— you know, I don't see the per- 
tinency of the question ana even though you have explained to 1 me 
vmat you feel is the pertinency of it I feef that I also lia\ r e to judge 
m my own heart what the pertinency of it is. And that this is- my 
responsibility, _ I can’t merely accept what ypu say as being flie 
pertinency of it. I have to also try to : judge it myself. 

Mr. Moulder. May I interrupt by asking, would you consider it 
pertinent for this committee ■ to secure information on how some 
people operate in this country to undermine our Government/and 
to overthrow it by force and violence or by revolution? Would 
you consider it pertinent for a person having information, say, about 
sabotage or treasonable acts against our country, would you consider 
it pertinent for us to have that information from the witness? 

Mrs. Lusher. Yes, sir; I certainly would. i 

Mr. Moulder. You say you are. employed by the Russian-^ — ; 

Mrs. Lusher. I have been the executive secretary of the American 
Russian Institute. ■ , 

Mr. Moulder. American Russian Institute ? 

Mrs. Lusher. Yes. , ' 

Mr. Moulder. While in that position in the performance of your 
work and the course of your employinent, have you come in contact 
with representatives of the Soviet Union Government? 

Mrs. Lusher. Yes ; but before I answer that question I would like 
to answer your previous remarks. I personally do not Believe in vio- 
lence of any kind any place in our country or anywhere, ..and I would 
have no knowledge, myself of any conspiracy to- overthrow our Gov- 
ernment by force or violence and. would have no. part in such a con- 
spiracy. 

My understanding of the Supreme Court ruling last year in the 
Smith Act eases was that the Supreme Court found no evidence' of 
a conspiracy to overthrow the Government by force and violence-r- — 

Mr. Moulder. The point I ani coining to now, have you any knowl- 
edge or information concerning the efforts of any representative of 
the Soviet Union or of the Communists while in this country to in- 
fluence or guide the course of the Communist Party in this country? 

Mir s. Lusher. Well 

Mr. Moulder; I mean, do you have any personal knowledge of 
efforts by a foreign representative of the Soviet Union— 

Mrs. Lusher. No, X personally have no. such knowledge, or in* 
formation. 

Mr.^MouLDER. Have you ever discussed the Communist 'Party 
activities in the country with any representative of the Soviet Union ? 

Mrs. Lusher. The only area that I have ever discussed with the 
cultural representatives, the few that I have met. in, connection with 
my work with the institute, was strictly and entirely limited to the 
field of cultural exchange, entirely limited to that field. 
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Mr. -Moulder,’ Did 'you tell those persons who- were- discussing 
this ’"subject that" you ’were a member of the Communist Party over 
here or that yo\i were not a member of the Communist Party in 
America? 

■ "Mrs. Lusher. Well,, that would never come up; because I never 
discussed any question except the question of cultural exchange. 

Mr. Tavenner. She hasn’t specifically answered your question. 
Mr.. McTernan. I submit that is answered, Mr, Chairman. 

* Mrs. Lusher.. I don J t want tq get- — : / 

- 'The Chadrm^h. Proceed, Mr; Taveitnep. v 

•• Mr, Tavenner. "Have ypu discussed witivthe editorial' committee of 
the Conununist. Party the workings of the activities of the American 
Russian Institute of which you are the executive secretary? 

. Mrs.. JLush er. Mi*. Tavernier, I think that is a very loaded ques- 
tion ’arid you knpw Thave to decline to answer that on all the: grounds 
' thatf have previously stated. • • • i 

Mr. Tavenner. Bid you obtain tbe positioij. of executive' secretary 
as a result of any recoihmendation byany member off he Communist 
Party or any Communist Party unit?? . 

“•' Mrs. Lusher. Mr. Tavenner, that is again, you know, the game 
kind' of a loaded question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You refuse to answer?' 

, Mi ; s.. Lusher, f have to refuse to ansiyer it on all the grounds that 

I have previously stated. I tqld you vei*y 

Mr. Tavenner. You don’t have-to. . ' ' ’ 

Mrs. Lusher. Very honestly the program of the institute and .its 
work in the fjeld of ’cultural exchange, and you know I don’t feel 
that you should ask these leading kinds of questions. 

Mr:' Tavenner . 1 Who preceded you as- executive secretary of the. ‘ 
Russian Institute? ... * ; 

’ Mrs. Lusher. Mr. Tavepiief , I can’t giye you aiiy names about any 
individuals. T must decline. 

-Mr; Tavenner. Was the person who preceded you a member of tbe 
Communist Party ? 

* Mis. Lusher. Mr. Tavenner, you know tins is .exactly the same kind 

of .a - lbaded question and I have to. .decline to answer it on ail the 
grounds that I have previously -.stated. , ' 

Mr. Tavenner. In, other words, you will not tell this committee' 
anything with, regard to the workings of the Communist Party in 
tins area: That is what yop mean, plain and simple'; isn’t it? 

. .(Witness cpnfeys with her colmseli) ... r . ' ’ - 

'■ Mr. 'M oulder. May T suggest that My*. Counselor interrogate the 
witheSs aboht the cultural exchange activities. • 

You mentioned one, that was the dancers. 

* Mis 1 .' Pusher. Yes. ■ ■ ' 

■' Mr. Moulder. What other? .. * ' 

Mrs. Lusher. When Mr. Gilels was here. 

-Mr. Tavenner. May I- have an answer to my question first, Mr. 
Chairmaii? .' ’ ' * • 

Mrs. Lusher. Of course^ I decline to answer oh all’ the grounds I 

previously stated;, ' ' ’ ' ' * 

; When- Mr; Oilels.was here,' we arranged, a reception for hiM at 
Hollyhock House m'Barnsdale Park ana to which we invited Many 
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of the leading musical people in the community. You see, while he 
was part of the cultural exchange program of the State Department, 
he was Tinder the^— he was being handled by a t music impresario and' 
the Civic Music Association was handling his concert tour. And 
they, of course, they are interested primarily in the concert itself 
and not in community activities around it. 

The Chairman. What does this association have to do with the 
dancers ? 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, this was about Mr, Gilels. On the Moiseyev 
Dancers, actually the only thing we did was to send out this letter. 
The Hollywood Bowl Association mailed it out, and it was, really, it 
was unnecessary actually because what it did was to- recommend that 
people buy tickets and, of course, they were all; sold out long in 
advance. 

But when they came' to, Los Angeles, why, they were really lionized 
around the society people around the Hojlywood Bowh 

The Chairman. What did your association have to do with it ? 

Mrs* Lusher, We didn 5 t have anything to do. 

The Chairman. What about the musicians? 

Mrs. Lusher. On the Moiseyev, we did send out this mailing piece, 
this letter. With Mr. Gilels we arranged a reception for him to meet 
the musical 

The Chairman. He was coming here and you used that occasion 
for a reception and invited him to come to a reception and invited 
these other people to come and meet him ? r 

Mrs. Lusher. That is right 

The Chairman. What else does your organization do ? 

Mrs. Lusher. When Mr. Kogan, the violinist, came also this spring, 
we arranged for him to visit one of the campuses, but unfortunately 
he had to fly back for a recording. 

You see, there is no governmental organization* unfortunately—! 
wish there were — that was functioning in the field of arranging these 
kinds of social engagements for these artists. I hope that there will 
be actually. 

The Chairman. What else do you inject yourself into? 

# Mrs. Lusher. Well, when the architect, when the housing delega- 
tion. came from the Home Builders Institute, we had a reception 
there at the Ambassador Hotel. 

' The Chairman. They weren’t even aware of your existence when 
they came? ^ They came as representatives of their Government to 
inspect activities of the TJ.S. Government? 

Mrs. Lusher. That is right. Ko* they came tp visit housing. We 
did arrange a reception for them to meet with some of the architects 
in the city. 

The Chairman. After you learned that they were coming, you got 
hold of the architects and arranged to have them meet the housing 
delegation at a reception ? 

Mrs. Lusher. This is generally what we have done. We arranged 
for the cellist to meet musicians primarily and also to visit the UCLA 
campus. Naturally, they can’t arrange these things thems r elves be- 
cause it wouldn’t be polite to go around inviting yourslf to plapes. 
So it is helpful to them to have somebody arrange it for them. If 
our Government had a cultural exchange organization which I per- 
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sonally think would be a very fine idea to expand the State 
Department. 

Mr . Moulder. What exchange on the American side have you pro- 
moted to go over to the Soviet Union,? 

Mrs. Lusher. I have had one really good idea. It didn’t work out. 
We tried a variety of things. One I was , very interested in’. You 
know, California has a big fashion industry, and I thought when 
they had these fashion shows in the Soviet that it would be very good 
business for us and also good publicity, because the British did that 
and they sent a British fashion show. 

I talk ed to a number of the fashion manufacturers around Los 
Angeles .about the idea Of arranging a group of maybe even American 
models to go and show fashions. . 

Mr . Moulder. Actually, have you succeeded in any exchange from 
thisside?,' - , 

Mrs. Lusher. -No, wehaven’t. 

The Chairman. Do you receive a salary for, your work? 

Mrs. Lusher. No, I don’t. • : • ' 

The Chairman. Are contributions made to yOur organization to 
maintain it ? 1 . • . • , 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, yes, of course. I can’t tell you the names Of 
the people who give us money, but that was -how we were financed, 
from people who were interested in the work of the program-. 

The Chairman; Do you file any expense account? ' 

Mrs. Lusher. In what way? _ ' 

The, Chairman. Accounting for the funds received by way of dona- 
tions? * l ' ; 

Mrs. Lusher. I have made financial reports, of the- little, bit there 
was.- . ' . • . < - • 

The C hairm an. Where, do you file the report? - 

Mrs. Lusher. Well', you know we give reports to our- board. j, 

The Chairman. Who is on the board ? • . , , ■ 

Mrs. Lusher. Well, I am sorry, but I can’t give you the names of any 
of theipeople associated with me. 1 have to decline .on all the grounds 
previously stated. *• * , ’ 

Mr. Moulder. Whereas thisibcated, this headquarters? 

Mrs. Lusher. We were, as I said 1 , over on Western near <Saiita 
Monica. We had a library that was open, the people- could bor'r.ow 
books. But we weren’t able to finance it and we haye closed it and 
we stored the books, and actually we are not-really — we- don’t have an 
office. I justusemy home as an address. 

Mr. Moulder. Proceed. * ’ * ' • 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 
Mrs. Lusher. I amsorry, Mr. Tavenner, I havejto decline to answer 
that. on all the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. ‘ • 

• The Chairman. The witness is excused., _ ’ ’ 

Mr. McTernan. Mr.' Chairman, 1 we do not intend to make any 
statements to the press. We assume tliat since this is an executive 
session, the contents will not be released. * 

The Chairman, Did you issue a statement before you came? 

Mr. McTeiinan. No. 

. , ,le 

a8253t— ' 59^-pt.'2 4 
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The .Chairman. That is a new device, issue a -statement and say ? 
“I won’t talk.” I want to apologize to you for being late, but this 
traffic of yours is pretty bad- 

Mr. MoTernan. It is; it is a real problem. "Thatds’a good area for 
legislative hearings to solve*. 

The Chairman. It is not the responsibility of the Federal Govern- 
ment. • 

Mr. MoTernan. Thank you very much. It was a pleasure talking 
to you. ' ' 

The Chairman. Will you raise your right hand, please. Do you 
swbar the testimony you are about tb give will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but tlie truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Ido. 

r U , ■, 

TESTIMONY OE REVA MUCHA ZWOLINSKI, ACCOMPANIED' BY 
. ; COUNSEL, JOHN T.. McTERNAN 

Mr.TAVENNER. What is your name, please? 

• Mrs. Zwolinski. - Reva Mucha Zwolinski. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify himself fprthefecord? 

Mr.. MoTernan. Yes; John T. McTeman, with the firm of Marr 
golis, McTernan .& Branton, 112 West 9th Street, Los Angeles 15. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you born On November 10, 1905, in Odessa, 
Russia? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you bom ? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. L don’t believe that that question is actually per- 
tinent to the questioning this afternoon, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction that the witness answer the 
question as to where she was born ? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the- question of where 
yOu were bom. 

Mrs, Zwolinski. I was born on November 10, 1904, in- Russia,, but 
not in the town that the counsel gave. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whatis the correct description ofthe town ? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. I believe you spell it K-lne-r-s-o-n. 

Mr. Tavenner, When did you come to the United States ? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Well; let me see. I believe that was in 1912 or 
1913,1 amnot too sure of the actual year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized citizen of the United States? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. lum a citizen of the United States. > 

Mr, Tavenner. Are you naturalized by virtue of derivative citi- 
zenship? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Yes. 

Mr.TAVENNER. From yOur father? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Yes. ' 

Mr.TAVENNER. What is your father’s name? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Peter. 

Mi'.Tavenner. And the last name? 

Mrs. ■Zwolinski. Mucha, 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you reside when you first, came to this 
Country? 
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Mrs. Zwplinski. New York City, I believe; , 

Mr. Tavenner. When, did you^nove, to. California? * r 

MrSjjZwoi^tNSKi.. 1948. - - > 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live in California ? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. 5436 Lemon Grove Avenue, Hollywood. c . 

,« Mr;, T avenner. ^lafrisyour. occupation? , „* . '. <» 

1 Mrs.rZwoLiNsm. I am a housewife. • 

Mr. Tavenner., Have yo.u, held a position, of an executive character 
in any organization? ■ > ■ 

-'/Mrs.- Zwolinski. Yes, from time to. time. / . . .... 

v Mr. Tavenner, Let me ask you this: Were you the executiyeisec- 
retary pf the. American Russian Institute? ' .... , 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Yes. , ’ 

Mr, Tavenner. Over what period' of time? ‘ f 

Mrs; Zwolinski. Well, on and off .between the periods of,, 3; believe, 
194-8 , to about 1954, or [thereabouts,-. On and off during that period. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were, you a, member of^he ;Commumst Tarty at 
any time .during that period? , _ . . ... ... . ( 

Mrs. Zwolinski. I decline to answer that.question.* , , ? ... 

Mr.. Moulder. May I as,k-a, question? , ' , • 

Mrs.. Zwolinski, Ldecline to answer that question: ; . 

Mx. Moulder. Yes, J understand. How were, you selected -.as sec-; 
xetary? , . ; . , * , . * 

’» -*’MrSi[ ZwoiiNSKi. Selected^ . . _ '■ 

,Mr. Moulder., How is the secretary of this, organization; selected,? 
Wild makes the selection? ’ . „ / 

Mrs. Zwolinski. I don’t, understand the; question. t , ... / 

.Mr. Moulder. Of the American Russian Institute. $pio deter- 
mines who shall be employed or designated as secretary ? ', 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Well, Lstill dori’t understand .the ’question. What 
do you mean, “designated”? It is .a* job,. like any other job. 

■ The ChausviAn., Hpw did yqu ( become. secretary ? 

, Mr s. Zwolinski., I became a secyetary because' there was an-op^ning 
in the. institute, and 1 remember that I came to‘Los. Ajigeles and- 1 
’suppose si friend pr two suggested, that I might seek employment 
in that area, since I felt I, Was’ qualified, ... , 

, Mr: MouldIbr. My point is, who has the authority to make, that 

selection? : , ; \ r ' f " - " 

Mr.. Zwolinski. t am sure I wouldn’t know what you mean. The 
questibn i§ not very clear. I really don’t- understand the question- r 
The Chairman*; When you becaihe secretary, who tojtd^you, you 
were secretary? t \ * / s 

Mrs. Zwolinski. You mean in the institute, who ’determined it ? 
The Chairman. Yes. # \ , »* 

Mrs, Zwolinski. I was interviewed by a board of directors, I pre- 
sume they were. , . . 

The Chairman. How much of a salary did 1 you receive,? 

.Mrs. Zwolinski. Well, I believe, I think it started at about $60 "a 
week. It was some time ago, sir ; it is a little too difficult tb remeniber 
exactly. . ; ’ ' \ , 

Mr. Moulder. Who interviewed you ? You saythere was aboard? 
Mrs. Zwolinski. A number of people. ■ • 

►j Mr. Moulder; How many were on the board ? * . ‘ / 
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Mrs. Zwolinski. It is, awfully hard for me to remember. 

The Chairman. To the best of your recollection. 

Mrs, Zwolinski. Six or eight people, I imagine, Something like 
that, r 

Mr. Moulder. Who were they? I| 

Mrs. Zwolinski. I will have to decline to answer that 'question, 
sir, because I don’t believe you have any right, to ask me with whom 
I Associate or people that 1 have known or groups of people that I 
have associated with. And so I am going to use the first amendment 
of the Constitution that protects me from that kind of inquiry, and 
I will also use the privilege and the protection against your asking 
me questions against my will which is given me under the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The Chairman. And you 'decline to -'answer for those reasons ? 

Mrs. Zwolinski, On the first and on the fifth amendments, yes. 

Mr; Tavenner. Did you, during the period that you were the 
executive secretary of the American Russian Institute, from time to 
time meet with Communist Party groups to discuss the activities of 
the American Russian Institute? ’ 

Mrs. Zwolinski. This is very generally the same kind of question 
that I was asked before, and I will answer it in the same way, de- 
clining to oin the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall an incident that occurred on May 18; 

1952, at the time that the. American Russian Institute had a booth 
at the All Nations Festival in Sportsmans Park, 9835 'South Western 
Avenue, Los Angeles? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. YeSj sir; I .remember that occasion very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe part of the program of the institute in- 
cluded the placing of the Soviet flag. 

Mrs. Zwolinski. No, sir ;,that is incorrect. 

Mr. Tavenner. What occurred then ? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. The Chamber of Commerce arranged booths of 
all the nations which were invited to participate in World Trade 
Week, We were given a map— 1 believe you' would call it a map- 
outlining each one of the booths; and when I asked which one would 
be ours, the young- woman who spoke to me on the phone and who 
had written us of course regarding that occasion, said that it would 
be such-and-such a number and it would have the flag of the country 
there. We found it there, and it remained there when we left. 

The Chairman. Is there a free port here in Los Angeles ? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. A free port? No, sir. 

Mr. McTernan. You mean for the importation of articles? 

The Chairman. Yes. 

Mr. McTernan. I think not. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a thermofax copy of 
the May 19, 1952, issue, of the Los Angeles Examiner and ask that it 
be marked “Zwolinski Exhibit No. 1.” 

(Document marked “Zwolinski -Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. This article describes the occasion that you referred 
to in this way : 

Irate citizens yesterday broke tip an attempt by Communist elements to 
infiltrate the start of Los, Angeles’ annual World Trade Week observances with 
Red propaganda 
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Their protests were leveled .against a -Russian booth, at tbe All Nations, Festival 
in Sportsman’s Park, 9835 South Western Avenue, the opening event of week- 
long World Trade.activities here. _ , , „ k 's 

Decorated byt a red’ flag; with hammer , and sickle, the booth operated for nearly 
2 hours under the sponsorship of the American Russian Institute, which was 
cited as subversive and Communist by Attorney General Tom Clark in 1949. 

Displayed for public view under the direction of Reva Mucha, executive 
secretary of the Institute,' were scores of pictures and pamphlets acclaiming life 
under Communism. * 

E>o I understand you disagree with that account . of the oecurrerice? 
Mrs. Zwolinski. I definitely disagree,, because I think that a true 
picture would have been gotten from the director of the park and from 
the Chamber of Commerce,, rather ; than from the newspapers. And 
that is an official record." . - * ' . v 

Mr. 'Tavenner. The institute has been cited,' has it not, as Com- 
munist by Attorney General Tom Clark ? ' ' - r / r '* 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Well, there has been such a long list that I ? 
frankly, am not particularly impressed one way or another. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were aware of that fact in 1952, were you not ? 
Mrs. Zwolinski. I was aware of a great big, long- list of all kinds' 
of organizations. _ * * 

Mr. TXvenner; I say yqu were aware of that fact? * 

Mrs. Zwolinskl Yes, I was. ; ' * 

Mr. Tavenner/ You^ were also "aWare that it was/bited as a Com- 
munist-controlled orgsEnization which was intimately^ linked with the 
Institute of Pacific Relations according to "the Senate- Judiciary 
Committee report of July 2,1952, were you not? • 

Mrs. Zwolinski. 'Frankly, I don’t remember all of the mention re- ; 
garding that, but I do admit that I kne'w it was cited. I. imagine that 
is sufficient, ^ * / 

‘ - Miv Tavenner. It was for 'the; benefit of the record. I wilhalso 
state that it was *cited as specializing in pro-Soviet propaganda by 
the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee, “Handbook for Americans;?’ April 23, 1956. 

Mr. Moulder. While you were secretary of this organization that 
you- have described, what were your duties % < 

' /Mrs. Zwolinski. Well, the purpose of the i American Russian Insti- 
tute and the functions was a research and lending library, and I w.as.ah 
charge. It was usedprimarily by universities- and studios. during.my 
period of association, with it. And it was a question of cataloging 
the material, that came into the library both' in the Russian and in 
the'Englishi \ > , , % \* - 

Tile Chairman. "Where did the materi^hcomeJrom ?. 1 «/ ; ' v 

Mrs. Zwolinski. From: YOKS. That is the: TJ.S.S.R. society for 
cultural exchange with '’foreign countries. This was. a formal de- 
partment for such a purpose, and the material came through the mails; 
through the U.S. mails, directly from the Soviet Unions .and 
placed on the shelves f or'the public. We serviced-anybody thakneeded 
material, whether they were translations or whether they just needed 
the research material. We had film and we had. pictures and books. 
There was a very wonderful children’s* art exhibit that came, and we 
exhibited it at the University of Southern California. It was a par- 
ticularly interesting one. 

Of course, the films were very valuable, and we very often had 'over- 
flow audiences to see these things. Of course, knowing that the State 
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Department in X ahuarjr of thisyearsigned a cultural exchange agree- 
ment, it. is very gratifying to know that the very purposes for which 
the institute had been established ^these many years is the policy of 
our State Department 

r ^ Thfe (Jh airman* Did they ever send you the him of all those slaye 
labor camps in, Russia that the American Federation of Labor has 
cataloged? ' ' : ‘ 

, , Mrs. ZwpiiiNSKj.* Not only that they did, but the American Federa- 
tion of Labor did not either, so there must be a paucity of those films. 
The Chairman,; Go ahead* t 

r Mr, MomjpER. Did you reu^iye.any material from any source other 
than that which you have mentioned, reading material? 
i Mr. ZwoLinsill 0m occasion, .naturally, people would donate hooks 
to the library. They do that ' ' 1 ' * 

j Mr. JMoulder, Did you receive and distribute any Communist 
Party literature ? ' 

4 Mrs, Zwolinskl I am not aware of the Communist Party having 
aiiy literature on the = Soviet Union j certainly not as far as the institute 
was concerned. T 

Mr. Moulder. Did you’ disseminate -and distribute any Communist 
Party literature published in the country? 

Mrs.,ZwoLiNSKi. Well, what would that have to do with material' on 
the Soviet Union ? I donft quite get the connection. 

,.Mr. Tavenner. Make her answer the question. 

Mr, Moulder. The question is very simple, whether or npt ypu or 
anyone j else connected with this organization referred to as the Amer- 
ican Russian Institute distributed any Communist Party literature 
regardless of where it came from. 

' Mrs/ Zwolinskx Not to. my knowledge. You mean issued' by the 
Communist Party ? 

■ Mr. Moulder. Gr dealing with the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Zwolinskl Dealing with the Communist Party as such ? 

' Mr., Moulder; And its objectives. 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Not that I am aware of, no. , 

„ Mr, Tavenner. Did the ; institute engage in the holding of public 
forums? 

. Mrsl Zwoltnski. What doyoumean by forums v sir? 

’ Mr ; Moulder* Panels for discussion of various topics. 

Mrs._ ZWoLi’NSKi. No, I wouldn’t say forums. We had lectures^ 
which is different, I would say. We would have speakers on various 
subjects, but there wouldn’t be a forum. 

Mr. Moulder. Speakers on the subject of the Soviet Union® 

Mrs; -Zwolinsht. On various phases of the Soviet Union, yes— ^ 
specific things. 

Mr, Moulder, Did any member of the Communist Party or any 
Communist Party unit confer in the selection of the speakers on 
such occasions ? 

'Mrs. Zwolinski, No, 

Mr. Moulder; Any of them? 

Mrs. Zwolenski, No. You are talking about conferring with me, 
aren’t you? 

Mr.' Moulder. Yes. 
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.Mrs. Zwolinski. Well, the answer is no, of course. I -wanted to 
make, sure. •' •? . . , j " 

Mr. Moulder.- Who .selected the speakers for these occasions? 
Mis. Zwolinski. Well-, I am afraid that possibly I am responsible 
for most of them during the period that I was in th.e. position that 
I was in.- 

Mr. Mou£der. And whom did you invite to attend ? 

Mrs. Zwolinski. It depended on what, the subjects were.- -We tried 
to get as. clearly an expert within the limits of what, one is able -to; get 
without importing. .. . - • 

Mr; Moulder. Did you pay some of them ? Would you name some 
of them? i , 

. Mrs. Zwolinski. I would decline for the. previous- reasons men- 
tioned-.. I .don’t want to take any .extra time bi the; committee, but the 
reasons that I mentioned before,, particularly a 'question Involving 
any people an any way which the results of hearings of this kind 
have done, before,. I would- have to decline on previous grounds-. 

Mr. Moulder. While you were there, did any person lecture, or. 
address a meeting who was not a member of the Communist. ’Party ?' 

Mrs; Zwolinski. That is really the same question. I aim afraid 
I will haVe to give the same answer. t 

„.Mr. Tavenner. I assume then. that you selected; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Moqs as one of .the speakers as indicated by this copy of a notice from 
the American "Kussian Institute. Will you examine if please? i 
Mr|. ZwolSnski. Tam sorry, *1 will have’ to decline to answer that 
question on the same grounds that 1 have given before,;. regarding 
any names' qf any people .associated. , C- .b 

Mr. Tavenner. Even.any -speaker, who appeared on- your program ? 
Mrs. Zwolinski. I think sjo.. J • , . "... , 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that because to -do so might tend to incriminate 

Mrs. Zwolinski’. The question that you posed,- of .course, , is one 
of iny reasons naturally. And of course there, is another reason-, 
that I don’t, want to hurt anyone and they might very well be- hurt 
by b,eing included as admitted by me in this hearing. ■ ' " > 

’ Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Elizabeth Moos is the motherof William Reitf* 
ington, and there has been considerable testimony before- our com- 
mittee as to. her-and the., activity that she carried oh fdr .the Chtn- 
miinist Party in New York City in connection with the Peace, CtuT 
sade. , So. there is. nothing secret about Elizabeth Moos,. Will, that 
change your answer? • • . 

Mrs. ZwoLiNsmc. No, sir. « ... - , , . - ^ ’ 

Mr. TAyENNER. I*, desire to .offer the -document in- evidence, and ask 
that if be marked “Zwolinski Exhibit No. 2.’’ 

(Document marked \ Zwolinski Exhibit No. 2” .and retained ' in 
committee files.) / 7 . t - 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you another such program and ask you if 
if doesn’t, show Cyril Towbin- a§ conducting a program on -September 
2f,vl9f7, and ask if you.selected that. ■ ■ i , , " . 

.Mrs. .ZwoLfhsKi. Naturally the* document speaks for itself,, hut, of 
course if you will observe, sir, this is before my time.-' , < ’ - 7 , 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes.; it is 1947. ' That is right, and you began- in 
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M rs.-ZwoLiNSKi-. That is -right. 

Mr* Tavenner. Do you know that CyriL Towbin is an identified 
member of the Communist Party ? Do you know that? 

Mrs* Zwolinski. No, sir ’ I do not. 

Mr, Tavenner. He has appeared as a witness before this committee, 
though he did not admit membership. 

You withdrew or resigned from the position of executive secre- 
tary in April 1955 ; did you not ? 

Mrs* Zwolinski* As I said,' sir, I was with the institute on and off 
during the period that I had mentioned, I frankly don’t remember 
the exact dates of when there were periods that ended, you know* 

Mr* Tavenner. Since that period of time, since the period of time 
that you formally withdrew, have you beeii engaged in mass activi- 
ties for the Communist Party I meant to say in activities in mass 
organizations for the Communist Party in Dos Angeles. 

^ Mrs* Zwolinski* This is pretty much in line with the other que& 
tions that I declined to answer, and I will so decline now for the same 
ground that I stated before* 

Mr. Tavenner, Are you a member of the District Council s! the 
Communist Party— 

Mrs. Zwolinski. Same question* 

+ Mr. Tavenner, For the Southern District of California at this 
time? 

Mrs. Zwolinskl Same question, same answer* 

Mr. Moulder, You say when you first started working you re- 
ceived a salary, as ybu recall of approximately $60 a week ? 

Mrs. ZowLtNSKi. I believe so* 

Mr, Moulder* When your employment was terminated or when- 
ever you ceased or resigned, were you still' drawing that amount of 
salary? 

Mrs, Zwolinskt. Well, it wasn’t more, I assure you. There might 
have' been a period’ in between when there may have been a little 
higher salary ; I don’t recall too clearly* 

Mr, Moulder*. Have you been associated with this organization 
known as the American Russian Institute since you quit working 
there? 

Mrs^ ZwoLiNsiKi. No, I have not, sir, 

- Mr. Moulder, Do you know whether or npt they still pay the salary 
that you received? 

^ Mrs* Zwolinski. I haven’t aiiy idea of the present status of the Rus- 
sian Institute. 

Mr. Moulder. The. record here, according to the testimony that we 
shdw, is-that the person now employed as secretary doesn’t receive any 
salary. 

Mrs, Zwolinskl It is altogether possible. I said it is altogether 
possibly, because funds were never too plentiful, 

Mr. Tavenner', I have no further questions* 

The Chairman* The witness is excused. 

Will you stand up and raise your right hand, please? Do you 
swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr* Pape* Ido. 4 
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> ■ TESTIMONY OF LEON - PAPE, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, ' 

HUGH R, MANES 

Mr. Tavenner, Will you. state your name, .please, sir? 

Mr. Pape. Leon Pape. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 

Mr. Pape. P-a-p-e. ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any abbreviation oi? a, nickname by which 
you are also known, that is, abbreviation of your first name? 

Mr. Pape. Not that I am.aware of. 

The Chairman. P-a-p-e? , 

- Mr; Pape, Like paper without an r. . ", 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record? , . 

Mr.. Manes. Hugh E. Manes, Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. Member of the California Bar ? 

, Mr; Manes. Yes,, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Pape? 

Mr; Pape. I was born in the city , of New York on February 8, 
1925. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do.youmow reside? ■- ' 

Mr. Pape. In Monterey Park; Calif. , ’ 

Mr. Tavenner., How long have you lived in California ? 

Mr. Pape. It will be, in years, 9 years this month.. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived continuously in' California dur ing 
that 9-year 'period ? . - ■ 

Mr, Pape; Yes, I have. * , 

Mr. Tavenner., Were you in the Armed 1 Forces- of the United 
States? - 

:,Mr, Pape. Yes, I was. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period -of. time did you serve ? 

Mr.. Pape. I was sworn into the services in 1942,. December, and 
serveduntil- March 1946. . 

Mr. Tavenner. In .what branch of the service were you-? 

Mr. Pape. U.S. Coast Guard. . 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Pape. I am a medical physicist. 

Mr. Tavenner., Doctor .Pape? 

Mr. Pape. No, t do not have a doctorate. I have a master’s degree. 
Mr. Tavenner. /Will, you give- us briefly a statement of your formal 
educational training? • . 

• Mr, Pape. Yes. I graduated Brooklyn ^Technical High School, 
served in the Coast Guard. Upon discharge went to Brooklyn 
College in. New York City, graduated from there and then went 
to graduate school at the University of Southern California, 

Mr. Tavenner. Inwhat field did you specialize? 

Mr. ,Pape. Physics. ’ . 

Mr. Tavenner. What degree do you hold? 

Mr, Pape. A master of science in physics. 

Mr. Tavenner. A master of science? 

Mr. Pape. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you obtain that degree ? 

Mr. PApe. 1953. 

- x - 4 
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Mr, Tayenner/ What has been your" 'record of employment since 
that time ? ■ * 

Mr. Pape, From 1953 till 1955 I worked as a toolmaker and then 
in 1955 obtained employment in my field as it is presently. 

Mr. Tavenner, What year ? - ' 

Mr, Pape. 1955. ' ' 

Mr, Tavenner, As a toolmaker ? 

Mr. Pape, Until then, yes. 

Mr, Tavenner. Until 1955 as a toolmaker, I beg your pardon. 
And since that time your employment has been what? 

Mr, Pape, As a medical physicist. ^ ^ ¥ 

Mr. Tayenner, What are your duties as a medical physicist? 

- Mr. Pape. I work in the department of radiology in the hospital, 
where I am responsible for the physics associated with the use of 
radioactive materials and radiation in diagnosing and treating condi- 
tions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Pape, are you at the present time a member of 
the CoinmunistParty?' 

'Mr. Pape, Mr. Counsel^ I would like to indicate that I feel that 
the mandate of the committee, as I have understood from the liter- 
ature given me from the subpena, is such that I cannot find ground 
for the pertinency of the question that you ask me. I would like to 
further indicate that I feel that the mandate Of the committee is so 
vague so that it is difficult for me to determine whether I am re- 
sponsible to answer; 

I would like, too, in view of these considerations plus the fact that 
the question that you Risked me, I would humbly submit^ is a question 
which requests information concerning my political beliefs and asso- 
ciations, which I feel are private information which I am not com- 
pelled to disclose based on constitutional guarantees; Or that basis 
I will declihrto answer that question. ' 

Mr. TaVenner; Let me make this explanation of pertinency to you, 
Dorothy Healey, the chairman of the Communist Party for the 
Southern District of 'Calif ornia and a member of the National Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party, made- a report to a convention of the 
district in Los Angeles in April' of 1957, at which time she boasted 
of the leadership that her group of the Communist Party had given 
and supplied in connection with the H-bomb, 

It is the information of thijs tfolrfimittee that you have been utilized 
by going around td churches and other places and engaging in a dis- 
cussion, in one instance at least, under the title of “Doctor of the 
Scientific Phases of Radiation From the Use of the H-Bomb, 75 and 
in opposition to the policy, present policy of this Government with 
regard to it. It is certaiidy vital to this investigation to understand 
to what extent the Communist Party here is succeeding in the bpast 
and claim of Dorothy Healey as chairman. 

The question asked you “whether you are a member of the Com- 
munist Party, will be followed with questions as I have indicated. 
So I think you see the pertinency of the question from ibat explana- 
tion, do you not? 

(Witness confers with his counsel,) 

Mr, Pape, I would like 1 to indicate that I feel that the question 
still is not pertinent to any, as I can understand, lawful and legal 
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procedure of a. legislative committee.,,. I. .would like »to. further again 
reiterate that I believe that the mandate is so vague- that 1 am still 
not able to determine my responsibility in . this case.- '• 

Mr. Tavenner. May I hay© a direction that the witness answer? 
The Chairman. 'Y ou are directed to answer the question. **' 

(Witness conf ers 'with his counsel.) 

Mr. Pape. I would still like to decline to answer oh the ground^ 
given and further on -the fact that the question sexwes n6 -purpose 
in, the legal mandate aiid purposes of ^.legislative, committee., and 
that because, this in effect questions xpj political associations’ .and 
beliefs aboiif which Congress eaniiot legislate &nd therefore the norm 
inittee has no right as X understand it ns an arm -of Congress’ for .the 
pmpose of 'legislation. . fe 

The Chairman.- And do yqu decline to- answer the question? 

Mr. Pape. I decline to answer thebuestijon. • , X ’ ’ 

. Mr. Tavenner., Are yoit part of the leadership of the Communist 
Party which Dorothy Healey’ said she had' furnished! .in -the .figh't 
against the H-homb in this area ? • . t • 

Mr. Pape. I decline to ^answer that on the grounds previously 
stated. • ' ‘ . " f 

a Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of a professional group of the 
Communist Party, including for the mqSt part-scientists * 

Mr. Pape. Same, answer. ' ‘ ' . 

Mr. Tavenner. How many public appearances have- you made- in 

Los Angeles in the fight against the H-bomb ? ‘ .“ 

(Witness conf erswith the counsel. ) T ’,‘ 

'Mr. FAPB. I am riofe at tlii.^; poinf -able ta.say with accuracy ip how- ■' 
many instances I have spoken, on the,que$tiorfeof radiation. . -r 
. Mr. Tavenner. I hand b^jjlne^ 

1957,, of an important , meetihg 1 about H-bomb' .tests, to be held at 'the 
First Baptist Church'in Los Angeles, and I sec that one of the speak- 
ers is listed as Leon Pape, Ph.D., Federation of American Scientists’. 
You have already stated that you do not have a Ph.D. 'Are you a 
member of. the Federation of American- Scientists:? - ., : ; , 

(Witness confers with counsel.) ' * ’ , . ; 

■ Mr. Pape. I would decline to answer that, on the basis of tlie reasons 
previously given. . ' • ‘ f ’ 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not mean to cpntpnd, ‘do you; seriously tliat 
being a member of the Federation of American Scientists could* pos- 
sibly tend to incriminate you ? • , , . ’ ^ 

Me. PXpe. ' If I may' 'indicate .to you why I made that statement— — ' 

Mr, Taverner. .No, I want -to test' your gpod faith’' in* refusing to 
answer that question oh the grounds, among, others, ‘of the fifth arnendr 
ment. That is all l am, doing. I want-tq see if you seriously contend 
that being a member of that -organization could in any way .tend to 
incriminate you. ' ” 

Mr. Pape. I haven?t stated-that-I am relying on.the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Tavenner. You have not? ” . ' 

Mr. Pape. No, I.havenh; on the self -incrimination clause. ’ .* 

Mr. Tavenner. Yery well. Then I think you should'state it again, 
because I do not understand what y our- obj ection is.- , - ' ' . 

-Mr. Pape. My objection is that the question reduireVine to, answgr 
questions concerning my associations and, fen the grounds that I -have 
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previously stated, it is my understanding that the Constitution allows 
me my associations as a private matter about which Congress cannot 
legislate. Since this committee is ostensibly' inquiring for ttie'purposes 
of legislation, I can’t understand the pertinency, and, therefore, X de- 
cline to participate in that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mir, Chairman, I ask you to direct the witness to 
answer. 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the question. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr, Pape, I would like to reiterate that I find that the mandate of 
the committee is so vague as to raise the question as to the pertinency 
o$ this question with respect to a valid legislative purpose, I further 
decline because the mandate does not give me the necessary grounds by 
virtue of vagueness to understand and to accept a responsibility to 
answer. Ana further because the question violates my right to' the 
privacy of my associations as guaranteed by the first amendment of 
the Constitution. ^ ^ .... 

Furthermore, while I am not claiming the self-incrimination clause 
of the fifth amendment, I do want to use the due process that is af- 
forded me* 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me put the question to you this way. Have 
you represented yourself as a member of the Federation of American 
Scientists? 

Mr, Pape* I would decline to answer that on the grounds previously 
stated, 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been guilty of deception of the audiences 
before which you have appeared in claiming that you were a member 
of the Federation of American Scientists? 

Mr, Pape* I would decline on the. grounds previously stated and 
because it requires me to draw a conclusion which I do not feel is 
a proper 

Mr, Tavenner,. A conclusion? 

Mr. Pape. Yes, sir. 

Mr* Tavenner. Well, I don’t think that could possibly be a proper 
expression of what has occurred. If you are guilty of deception, it 
is hot a conclusion ; you .know it. It is a fact or it isn’t a fact* It is 
not a question of conclusion. 

The Chair;man. What representations were made? 

Mr, Tavenner. I offer in evidence, Mr. Chairman, the advertise- 
ment that I have referred to earlier in his testimony entitled “An 
Important Meeting about H-Bomb Tests, Hear Leon Pape, Ph*D., 
Federation of American Scientists, Friday, June 7, 1957,” and ask 
that it be marked “Leon Pape Exhibit No* 1,” 

The Chairman. Mark it and make it a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Leon Pape Exhibit No, 1” and retained in 
committee files.) 

The Chairman, What is this Federation of American Scientists?' 

(Witness confers with- counsel.) ^ 

Mr* Pape. I would decline to answer on the basis of the reasons 
previously given* 

Mr* Tavenner. I also offer in evidence and ask that it be marked 
“Pape Exhibit No, 2,” a thermofax copy of an article appearing in 
the June 8, 1957, issue of the People’s World entitled “New protests 
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prelude to' bomb bail meet.” In the last paragraph I find this state- 
ment which I will.read if it is accepted.in evidence. . • 

The CsAmkAN." , It lis accepted. ’ 

(Document marked “Leon Pape Exhibit No. 2” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner, .(reading) : • 

Scheduled, tospeak at the Friends’ meeting were E. Raymond Wilson, national 
executive secretary- of, the Friends Committee on Legislation, ana DeLeon Pape 
of the Federation of American Scientists. 

Did you, as early as 1957j give information, which resulted in 
the listing of your name as that of a doctor and as a member of the 
Federation of American Scientists? • . 

Mr. Pape. To" the best of my recollection, since.I -have.no right to 
use .the term; “doctor,” I have never given -my name as a doctor or the 
title as a doctor to anybody. 

Mr.. Tavenner. Did you .give it as a member of the Federation of 
American Scientists? - 

Mr. Pape. 1 would like to -decline to answer on the grounds pre r 
viously stated. 

The C hairman . Do you mean .to contend that. -if you admitted you 
were a member of this association you might be subjected to a criminal 
•prosecution? , •-* 

Mr. Pape. No, I don’t mean to contend this. I am not in any way 
ashamed of any of my actions; 

The Chairman.- Are you a member of this'organization ? „ 

Mr. Pape.. But I feel that the question as to membership in organr 
izationsproperly is pne that I reserve for myself to decide whether or 
not to disclose. ... 

The Chairman. . Are you a member of this organization ? 

Mr, Pape. I will decline to answer that question as previously 
indicated. _ 

Mr- Tavenner. Did you appear at the- Baptist Church for the .pur- 
pose of making the address advertised in the exhibit that I introduced, 
exhibit No. 1 ? 

Mr. Pape. I would decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you: speak at the meeting .referred to in exhibit 
No. 2? • 

Mr. Pape. May I see the exhibit? 

The Chairman. . Yes, sir- - ' . , 

(Exhibit handed to witness.) . i * 

Mr., Tavenner. The last paragraph refers to you as being scheduled 
as a speaker on that occasion. . 

Mir. Pape. Would you-please restate the question for me again ? 

Ml . Tavenner. Did you participate as scheduled as a speaker on that 
occasion ? 

Mr. Moulder. What occasion was it ? 

Mr. Tavenner. The occasion announced on dime 8, 1957, as “New 
protests .prelude to bomb ban meet.” As to the exact date of the 
appearance which he was to make, I am not certain. 

- Mr; Pape. I would decline to answer that on the grounds previously 
stated,' andhecause.I believe the committee has no right to inquire into 
my beliefs or the circumstances under which I express them. 
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Mi'- Taverner. In the various appearances that you said you made 
but you could not recall how indny oil this subject, did you explain to 
your audiences that you were, a member of the Communist Patty? 
(’Witness conferSwith hiscouiisel.) 

Sir. Pape. I decline to answer on previous grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
you were Oouiiseled regardingyour appearances, public appearances on 
this subject, by units of the TDOrtirOUnist Party Or functionaries, of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr: Pape. I must decliiieto answer that on the same grounds that I 
I'reviouSly stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member Of the Communist Party now? 
Mr: Pape,. Same answer 

Mr. Tavenner, Were you a -member of the Communist Party on 
June 8, 1957? 

Mr. PaPe: Same answer; Mr. Counsel. ’ 

Mr, Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party June 
7,1957? • , ■ 

Mr. Pape. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr, Chairman. 

The Chairman-. The witness is excused^ 

Mr. Manes. May I request of the committee that the name and the 
testimony of the witness not be disclosed? 

The Chairman. The testimony won’t be disclosed, I will assure 
you that, because the young lady will not- have it transcribed until 
sheets back to Washington. 

Mr; Manes. May we also have the assurance that the name- will 
not be disclosed ? 

The Chairman. As far as we are concerned^ we will not disclose 
it. . " 

Mr. Pape. Thankvou very much. 

■ The ^Chairman. Do you 1 swear that the testimony you are about to 
give will : be the truth, the whole, truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mrs. Pape. I do. 

TESTIMONY OP EDITH WEINER PAPE, ACCOMPANIED BY* 
COUNSEL, HUGH R. MANES 

Mr* Tavenner* Will you state your name, please ? 

Mrs. Pape* Edith Weiner Pape* 

Mr* TaVenner. Will you spell 1 your name/ please ? 

Mrs. Pape* The entire namej sir? 

Mr* T^VennEr* The middle name and last name* 

Mrs. Pape. W-ed~n-£-r j P-a-p-e; 

Mr. Tavenner, Where do you reside? 

Mrs* Pape* 1190 Branhan Street, Monterey Park* " 

Mr* Tavenner* Please state the place and date of yourhirth* 
Mrs* Pape*’ I was horn in New York City on Aj>xil 6, 1924* 

Mr* Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the ’witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ? - 

Mr* Manes* Hugh R* Manes^Los Angeles^ member of the California 
bar, - h 
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Mr. Tavenner. Was Weiner your maiden name? * ; • 

Mts;Papb. Yes, it .wag. 

Mr. Tavennee. What is your profession ? . , 

Mrs. Pape. I am a housewife.- , , , . 

' Mr, Tavenner. Our investigation disclose that yoiYwere, dt , one 
time a WAC. , , *. • . * ' . v ,s ■ , 

, Mrs,. Pape. Yes, I was. . ' • ' <, - > • - . . , 

Mr. Tavennee. Wlien was that? .. 

Mrs.. Pape. I served during the .years 1845 to .1947, to the best of 
my. recollection. , 

Mr. Tavennee. Are you now in the service'? .. 

Mrs. Pape. No, I arnnot. . . . . 

Mr. Tavennee; How, long have you lived in-LoS Ahgeies? 

Mrs. Pape. As my permanent residence? > ' •• 

Mr. Tavennee. Y§s. 

Mrs. Pape. Well,' I. don’t know whether you woiald consider my 
Army service as part of my permanent residency. I have lived berS 
since my marriage, the greater part of the permanent part., of iny 
residency J would say since 1949,1 believe. , . j 

Mr. Tavennee. Will yo.ii state y,our educational, training*, please;, 
your formal educational training? ... . . 

Mrs. Pape. I attended., the publip schools in ^Few York. City. 1 
attended, and received the, bachelor .of arts, degree from,. Hunter 0ok 
lege da New York 'City. T attended the Hm versify of Southern! .Cali 1 
fornia in graduate study. , .0 0’’, , ' 

Mr. Tavennee; Are,you a m§m,bei; of the Communist Patty in .-Los 
Angeles-? 

Mrs.." 

legally .... . , . .. , 

refer. to,asso^iations„ on the ground that. the. first amendment specifi- 
cally .prohibits legislation in this area, and also on the. fact that the 
mandate, is so. a yagu,e that it does got afford me a simple standard by 
which.I may determine whether I, am under :a duty touahswcr this 
question,- agd further,, .since I am not,- .L cannot determine Hie perti- 
nency .of thjsquestion as related, to the mandate as. it is .stated, .1 must 
decline to answep the question’. ; , • . [ , " t \ , { , 

(W itness confers with counsel. ) " • , 

_ , Mrs.. Pape., I wpuld.like ;to .add also, that T : feel this -question is 
impertinent to, the investigation asl imderstand it. - ,• 

Mr. T avennee. Wliere did yon^ide in Mayof d945-?- i n 

, Mrs.- Pape. May. of 194 d? Xj belie v.e- t-hat wag th,e. month that I 
enlisted m the Woman’s Army Chips. I believe, to the- best, of my 
recollection, my residence was on Bostwick Stheet in Los .Angeles; " 
Mr. Tavennee, 3807? . . r ; . ... ! . < 

• Mrs. Pape. flChatsounds-f amiliar, but I am,not-exaetly sure, ■ , , 

Mr. Tavennee. At that time, were you a member .of the- City .'Ter?-' 
racgClub of theCommunistPoliticalAstoCiatiph?/- . , 4 . 

, -Mrs. .P ape.' I must, decline, to answer, that: Question,. on -the same 
groimds as previously stated. .X.uannot .understand the. pertinency 
of this- question, and I feel that if is outside the province of this Com- 
mittee to ask a question of this nature .regarding associations, since 
Cfirteress-cannotlegislate in this area.... •<>. ‘ . • ’ •, ■; 

.■Mr; T avennee. At-amegting-T— n- . t- .«• . *%: -f. 
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Mrs. Pape. Andall the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. At a meeting of the Communist Party for the 
Southern District of California on April 13 and 14, 1957, Dorothy 
Healey made a very extensive report regarding the duties of the 
members of the Communist Party and what constitutes the Communist 
Party line as handed down by the National Committee of the Com- 
munist Party. She reported that one of the most serious duties of a 
member of the Communist Party was to work in mass organization. 

We desire to understand and to learn all we can about the present 
purposes of the Communist Party in that field, the extent of this work 
m the mass organization as set down by the party on a national level, 
so I want to ask you whether or not since April 1957 you have been 
engaged in any particular work in that field at the request of the 
Communist Party. 

Mrs. Pape. I must decline to answer that question, on the ground 
previously stated. 

..(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

The Chairman. When you say “I must” you mean “I do” ? 

Mrs. Pape. I would like to add also that I decline to answer on the 
basis that the question itself is so vague that I cannot recognize the 
pertinency of this question as related to the investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is certainly a sound objection, if I have not 
stated it clearly, so let me ask you specifically. Are you now engaged 
in Communist Party activities within aiiy mass organization at the 
behest of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer the question on the- grounds pre- 
viously stated. ■ " 

Mr. Tavenner. But not on the ground of pertinency of the ques- 
tion? „ 

. Mrs. Pape. On the grounds, all the grounds previously stated, 
including that.- 

. Mr. Tavenner^ Well, in order to make the question more intel- 
ligible I think the .only way I can do it is to go back and 'ask you 
about certain activities of that character which the committee is in- 
formed you have been engaged in prior to April 1957. For instance, 
were you a member of the Labor Youth League^ and engaged in work 
in that organization? 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer that question on all the grounds 
previously stated, And for the additional reason that it is not 
related to any valid legislative purpose. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Labor Youth League is a Communist organiza- 
tion, as you know. 

Mrs. Pape. Is that a question, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer that question on all the grounds 
‘ previously stated. 

. Mr. Tavenner., Although it is- not in existence at the immediate 
time. _ Are you engaged in any youth Work at this time in response to 
any directive of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer that question on all the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence and ask that it be marked “Edith 
Pape Exhibit No. 1,” a thermofax copy of an article appearing in the 
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January 19, 1948, issue of People’s World, entitled “Youth, rally 
condemns UMT drive.” 

In the course of this article I find this statement : “Ex-WAC Edith 
Weiner was awarded an album of Josh White records for returning 
the highest number of signatures, 34.” Will you look at it, please, ana 
tell us what signatures you obtained and for what purpose? 

(Document marked “Edith Pape Exhibit No. 1” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated, and in addition I would like to add a further ground, 
that' of infringing on my right to petition guaranteed by the first 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were, you not engaged in a campaign with the 
youth committee for the Independent Progressive Party in opposi- 
tion to Imiversal military training in 1948 ? 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer that question on all the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you, on January 18, 1948, a member of the 
Oorfimunist Party ? 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer that question t on all the grounds* pre- 
viously stated. * 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also take an active part in the work of 
the Independent Progressive Party of California at the instance of 
the Communist Party or functionaries thereof? 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer that question on all the grounds 
previously stated. In addition, I would like to add the ground that 
this infringes on my right to, a secret ballot and to petition as previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. There certainly cannot be anything in the nature, 
of a secret ballot about this. I desire to offer in evidence a photostatic 
cppy of the Independent Progressive. Party of California petition to 
participate in the primary election :of June 1, 194*8, with a number of 
signatories thereto, and ask that it be marked, “Edith Pape Exhibit 
No. 2.” # ' ; * 

The Chairman. Let it be, marked and made a part of the record. 

(Document marked “E&ith Pape Exhibit No. 2” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mrs; Pape. Is that a question, sir ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Np, I am now going to ask you, one. Will you please 
examine the exhibit ? You wilLfind at 'the end of it there is an affidavit 
over the signature of Miss Edith Weiner. Will you examine it, please, 
and state, whether or not it is your signature? 

Mrs. Pape. I don’t understand what the necessity is of my having 
to examine the document when you have already introduced it into 
evidence. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask that the witness be directed to answer 
whether that is her signature or not ? 

The Chairman. . You are directed to answer the question as. to 
whether or not this document contains your signature. 

Mrs. Pape. I am sorry, sir, I find it very difficult to hear you. 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Pape. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. ‘ 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Pape, the committee’s investigation, in the 
past years has disclosed the existence of an organization known as 
the Servicemen’s Defense Committee, the purpose of which was to 
oppose the dishonorable discharge ofCommunists in the Armed F Orces 
or the Tjnited States. Were you a member of the Servicemen s De- 
fense Committee? , 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer on all grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did.you attend the Los Angeles County convention 

held in. January 1957 ? . 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer that question on ah grounds previ- 
ously stated. ■ , , 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe I have asked you a question of whether 
you are now a member of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. To be certain, I will ask you now. Are you? 

Mrs. Pape. I decline to answer bn the grounds previously stated. 
Mr . Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. The witness will be excused. 

Mrs. Pape. Thank von, sir. 

Mr. Manes. Mr. Chairman, may T* respectfully request that the 
witness’ name and testimony be withheld? 

The Chairman. Will yon raise your hand, please ? Do you swear 
the testimony you are about to give to be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Blair. Ido. 

TESTIMONY OE NAOMI CLAIRE BLAIR, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOHN T. McTERNAN 


Mr. Tavenner. Will youstateyour name, please ? 

Mrs. Blair. Naomi Claire Blair. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? 

Mrs.. Blair. 327 Laveta Terrace. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state when and. where you were born ? 

Mrs. Blair. ML Congressman, I was brought up to be a law-abiding 
citizen. I have always felt that it was my duty to cooperate with any 
legitimate agency of the Government engaged ill carrying out legiti- 
mate activities. After very careful thought, I. have coine to the con- 
clusion that this committee is an rniconstitufiimaL committee, since 
under the first amendment Congress is prohibited mun passing any 
laws which would restrict freedom of speech, opinion, or association, 
and, therefore, I feel it is my right and my .duty , as & citizen of the 
United States, in accordance with the teaching of my forefathers, to 
refuse to cooperate- with this committee by answering any questions 
whatsoever. Therefore, I refuse to answer this question because I do 
not feel that it is pertinent to any legislation that could be proposed 
as the result of any investigation carried on by this committee, since 
the investigation has been primarily in the field of thought and 
opinion, an area in which it is prohibited that Congress should pass 
any legislation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Pardon me. Will counsel accompanying the wit- 
ness identify himself for the record ? 
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Mr. McTernan. John' T. McTernan, Margolis, McTernan/& Branr 
ton, 112 West 9th Street,' Los Angeles 15. 

Mr. Tayenner. Were you born on March ‘21$ 1902, in Berlin, WisJ. 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer jor the reasons previously stated, 
and also because, although this appears to be an innocent question and 
the answer to which would be innocent, it is my belief that, considering 
the nature of this committee, answering this question might lead, be 
a chain in a link,, a link in a chain or circumstantial evidence which 
might tend tq incriminate me. And, therefore, under the fifth amend- 
ment, which says that nobody may be asked to ben witness against 
himself, and under the first amendment, under which I fe ? el you have 
no business to ask me any questions at all, since you are an unconstitu- 
tional committee, f decline to answer, under the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Tayenner. According to an investigation that has been con- 
ducted by this 'committee -- * 

. Mrs. Blair. May I smoke, Mr. Congressman ? . * 

The Chairman. Sure. - 

Mrs. Blair. Thank you. 

Mr. Tayenner (continuing)^. It has received information that you 
were a member of the Zapata Section of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. BLAiR.; Is there a question ? 

Mr. Tayenner. Is it true that you are a member of the .Zapata 
Section of the Communist Party of Los Angeles ? 

Mrs. Blair. It seems to me that the answer to that question might 
be an innocent answer, but' I refuse to answer under the first and 
fifth amendments. Again you are inquiring unto associations and 
beliefs. 

Mr. Tavenner: The committee has information that there is in 
existence now in southern California a new organization known as 
the Southern California District of the Communist Party and that 
in this district there^ is a council, a district council composed of' 62 
members; that there are alternates to district meetings designated 
by the' various sections of the Communist Party and sometimes these 
alternates are referred to as observers. Have you attended one of 
the district counciPmeetings as an observer ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated/ 
the first and fifth amendments, and also I believe, isn’t it the — may 
I be permitted to Consult my copy of the Constitution ? I think it is 
the fourth .amendment to the Constitution which guarantees one 
against unlawful search. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, hpuses, papers, and effects 
and against any unreasonable searches and seizures siiaU not be violated. 

The committee, seems better informed than I do, and I think that 
before it expects an answer it should state to me what it thinks I am 
guilty of and the source of its information, the person who mates 
the accusation. Under the Constitution we have a right to know who 
makes accusations. Now personally I feel that freedom in our coun- 
try will be much better guaranteed if everybody has a right to belong 
to the.groups that they wish to belong to and to express their opinions 
freely. This was the opinion qf my forefathers who participated in 
the founding of this country, and X have no ‘reason to depart from the 
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very ’wise instructions that I think my parents and my grandparents 
gave me. I therefore decline to answer this question trnder the first 
and the fifth amendments, as I feel it is my duty as a citizen, a loyal 
citizen of the United States, to refuse to cooperate with this com- 
mittee in its unlawful, unconstitutional procedures. 

Mr. Moulder* May I ask you, do you consider it a privilege as an 
American citizen, as a loyal American citizen which you claim to 
be, to join or belong to a group which would advocate the overthrow 
of our Government By force and 1 violence 1 

Mrs, Blair. I know of no such group that advocates the overthrow 
of the Government by force and violence, and I do not subscribe to 
such opinions* However, I think this committee would do well to 
investigate some of the groups who have advertised in the papers that 
they intend to subvert the Constitution and that have even advocated 
secession from the United States. 

Mr, Moulder* You, a moment ago, asserted the right to belong 
to any group? 

Mrs. JBlair* To any group that is conducting itself in a peaceful 
and a lawful manner* I have no. knowledge of any conspiracy^ Now, 
if this committee knows of any conspiracy or any acts that are illegal, 
then X would suggest that they bring charges, bring this to the atten- 
tion of the proper authorities and allow it to take proper legal chan- 
nels. We have laws to take care of illegal acts. But when a com- 
mittee investigates opinions, associations, then it is in violation of the 
Constitution in every day of its existence. 

, Mr. Moulder* Now, you declined to answer the question? v . 

Mrs. Blair. Under the first and the fifth amendments*, 

Mr, Moulder. Under the first and fifth amendments. Under the 
fifth amendment you think that if you answer the question it might 
fornishinformationthat would subject you to prosecution? 

Mrs, Blair. It is very probable, considering the nature of this com- 
mittee and the manner in which they distort things; very probable. 
In fact, I have heard that way back in colonial days a man was 
executed as a witch because he admitted he was in the barn at^ 6 
o’clock at night milking his cow. And somebody else, a psychotic, 
came along and said, “Sure he was in the barn and he was talking to 
the Devil, had horns. I saw the horns and the tail .myself.” 

Mr, Moulder. How long have you been in California ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Moulder* Do you belong to any illegal group or organization in 
the State of California ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the same reason. I -know of no 
such organization. However, I decline to . answer for the reasons 
previously stated. I don’t know what organizations you term illegal, 

Mr, Moulder. Have you ever had any experience in making 
speeches? ■ 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received considerable evidence 
over a period of several years relating to the activities of the Com- 
munist Party in the organization and promotion of the Independent 
Progressive Party of California, and the committee has at places-noted 
the concentration of Communist Party efforts in that organization. 
The committee has information that you have been very active in that 
organization* I want to inquire from you whether or not your ac- 
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tivity was inspired by the directions or counsel of a Communist Party 
unit or any functionary in the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you met in Communist Party meetings and 
there discussed with the leadership, loyal leadership of the Com- 
munist Party, what course should he pursued in the Independent 
Progressive Party ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was not the Downtown Club of the Independent 
Progressive Party the center of your activities in that type ox work? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t you the person who selected the speakers to 
appear before that group ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to. answer for the reasons previously stated. 

.Sir. Tavenner. Weren’t you. secretary of the club? That is-, the 
Downtown Club ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer. < 

Sir. Tavenner. Of the Independent Progressive Party ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr., Tavenner. Weren’t you active to the extent that you became 
amember of the State Central Committee of the Independent Progres- 
sive Party in* 1951 ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer' for the reasons previously stated 
and for the record I wish to remind the committee that the Independ- 
ent Progressive Party was a legal organization. 

Mr, Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a photostatic .copy of 
appointment of members of the State Central Committee ip the year 
1951 'of the Independent Progressive Party and ask that it be marked 
“Naomi Blair Exhibit No. 1.” 

The Chairman. Make it a part of the record. 

(Document, marked “Naomi Blair* Exhibit No. I’ 5 and retained in 
committee files:) 

Mr. Tavenner. The first name appearing on the list -of those ap- 

S ointed is. Nan Blair. Have you been known by the name of Nan 
lair,? 1 - - > 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. Approximately 1 years ago the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party of California lost its right to be oh the ballot because 
of the failure to obtain the necessary petitioners or the necessary vote, 
I believe, to qualify under the State law. Now after .that time,- did 
the Downtown Club of the Independent Progressive Party sponsor 
the Progressive Forum ? > 

* Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it true that the organization is still called 
the Downtown Club ? 

- Mrs‘. Blair. I decline to answer. . 

i* -Mr; Tavenner. . Just a moment, but that it is' the sponsor of the 
Progressive Forum? , h 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence* a photostatic copy of 
the. Downtown Club, Independent Progressive Party, report, without 
a date appearing thereon and ask that it be marked “N aomi Blair 
Exhibit No. 2.” 
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The Chairman. Mark it and make it a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Naomi Blair Exhibit No. 2” and retained in 
committee files.) 

■ Mr. Tavenner. I desire also to introduce in evidence a second report 
relating to the Downtown Club, Independent Progressive Party, re- 
lating to a club meeting and showing the names of the various officers 
of the club. 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the record. 

Mr. Tavenner. May it be introduced and marked “Naomi Blair 
Exhibit No. 3”? 

(Document marked “Naomi Blair Exhibit No. 3” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I also desire to introduce into evidence a number of 
thermofax copies of the Downtown Club News,, all bearing the same 
address, and a thermofax copy of a, flyer, “The Downtown Club 
Forum Presents Jack Greenhill,” etc.,; and ask that they be marked 
as “Naomi Blair Exhibit No. 4.” 

The Chairman. Mark them and make them a part of the record. 
Let me see the newsletter. 

(Exhibit handed to the chairman.) 

(Document marked “Naomi Blair Exhibit No. 4” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce in evidence also thermofax 
copies of the Progressive News of February 5, March 1, and May 14, 
1958, and two- undated issues, but appearing to be 1958., marked 
“Volume 5, VI,” and also “VII” and ask that they be marked with 
the appropriate number. 

The Chairman. They will be made a part of the record. 

(Documents marked “Naomi Blair Exhibit No. 5,” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice there is a heading on these various Progres- 
sive News reports “A Nonpartisan Community Club Dedicated to 
Peace, Freedom, and Equality.” Is nonpartisan an accurate descrip- 
tion of this paper ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons, for the reasons 
previously stated.- 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it actually a tool of the Commuiiist Party? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Most of these exhibits— and I am looldng now par- 
ticularly at volume TV, No. 6, of May 14, 1958 — are signed “The Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Downtown Club, Secretary Nan.” 

Does that refer to you-as the secretary of that club ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t you the secretary of that club on- that date ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. In addition to participation in the wox l k of' these 
organizations, have you not been active in the Civil Rights Congress? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the Los Angeles Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Bom? ■ 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a nurse by profession ? 

Mrs. Blair. I decline tp answer for the reasons previously stated. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce still another document in 
evidence, a thermofax copy of the issue of July 20, 1957, Peoples 
World, in which Progressive Forum is advertised as haying a speaker 
by the name of Nan Blair. , 

Will you examine it, please, and state whether or not you are the 
person-ref erred to ? It is underscored in red. _ 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

■ Mr. Tavenner., May it be introduced in evidence and marked 
“Naomi Blair Exhibit No. 6”? • . 

The Chairman. It may be so marked. ' . 

(Document marked “Naomi Blair Exhibit No'. 6” and retained, m 
committee files.) , ... „ 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you follow the occupation of a nurse 5 

Mrs. Blair. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 
When the committee starts inquiring-^ — ./ 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now -a member of the Communist Party J 
Mrs. Blair. I ‘decline to answer for -the reasons previously stated'. 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. The witness is; excused. ' 

Will you raise your right-hand^ please? . Do you’ swear the testi- 
mony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs.. S ilver. Ido. 

TESTIMONY OE SOPHIE SILVER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

■ JOHN T: McTERNAN , 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mrs. Silver. Sophie.Silver. . • 

Mr. Tavenner. It is , noted that the witness as represented by the 
same counsel as the former witness. . 

Were you "born on September 22, 1899, in Novay, Russia ?•' 

Mis. Silver. Right. ' .. r 

. -Mr. Tavenner. What was your maiden name?, ' 

Mrs. Silver. Chelnick. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it, please.? 

Mrs. Silver. Cih T e-l-n-i-C7k:. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come-to this country ? * 

Mrs. Silver. In 1913. , . - . '* ’ • 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you naturalized? - - 

MrS. Silver.- Yes. ' . _ " __ 

Mr. Tavenn er. As a citizen of the United States m New York on 
November 1, 1948 ? 

Mrs: Silver. Right. . ' . - ’ ’ . ' , 

Mr. Tavenner, What is your occupation? •'< ' 

Mrs. Silver. lama garment worker: - : ' * ’ 

Mr: Tavenner. When did you come ,tq California to:, make it thb , 

place of your permanent-residence? '• ^ 

Mrs. Silver. I believe it was in 1946. ’ 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived here, continuously since that date? 
Mrs. Silver. Yes. • * ■ ' , 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the committee’s inforpaation, you 
were a delegate to and attended the -Dos Angeles County Communist 
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Party convention on January 5 and 6, held in Los Angeles on that 
date -in the year 1957. Is that correct ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you also in attendance at a convention of the 
Southern California District held, on April 13 and 14, 1957 ? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the committee’s information, you are 
at present a member of the District Council of the Communist Party 
for the Southern District of California. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr.. Tavenner. Is that correct ? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. The district council is the governing body for thi s 
district; is it not? 

' Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer on the same grounds; 

Mr. Tavenner. At a meeting of the district council on July 27, 1958, 
a number of controversial questions arose, did they not ? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer on, the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did- not Dorothy Healey, on that occasion, some- 
what reverse her earlier position of April 13, 1957, relating to Hun- 
gary and other questions and by a minority report oppose many of the 
declarations of the national leadership of the Communist Partv? 
Isn’t that true ? 

Do you understand the question ? It was a rather long one. I will 
break it down. 

Mrs. Silver. No ; I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a minority report made on July 27, 
1958, by Dorothy Healey, to the action of the national committee on 
various questions ? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not oppose her and vote for the majority 
report which was presented in the form of a report by Eugene Dennis, 
a form of a report by Bob Thompson, and. then ’in the form of a 
report on trade unionism? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer on the same, grounds. 

Mr.. Tavenner, You were one of those against Dorothy Healey, 
were you not, in that meeting ? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you changed your position since July 27? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to discuss my business. I refuse to answer on 
the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are the duties of a review .commission of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to, answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t you a member of the Review Commission 
of the Juarez Division of the Communist Party in the years 1953, 
1954, and 1955?. 

Mrs. Silver. I ref use.to answer on the same grounds. 

. Mr. Tavenner. Is it not the duty of such a commission to apply 
disciplinary action in accordance with the vote of the body? 

Mrs. Silver. Is that a question ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is your present address 319 Oxford Avenue, Los 
Angeles ? 

Mrs. Silver. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. At meetings, of the Review Commission of the Com- 
munist Party, are the members brought before that body permitted to 
have counsel with them? 

Mrs. Silver. I refuse to answer on the same grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

The Chairman. The witness is excused. 

Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you swear the testi- 
mony you are about, to give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Miss Josephson. I do. 

TESTIMONY OP JESSIE JOSEPHSON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOHN T. MeTERNAN 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please? 

Miss Josephson. Jessie Josephson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying'the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. McTernan. John T. McTernan, Margolis, McTernan & Bran- 
ton, 112 West 9th Street, Los Angeles 15. 

Mr.. Tavenner. Are you Miss or Mrs? 

Miss Josephson. Miss. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Miss Josephson. Leeds, England. 

Mr. Tavenner; What date ? 

Miss Josephson. April 27, 1919. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to the United States ? . . 

Miss Josephson. I was brought here, I think, in 1923 or 1921; 

Mr. Tavenner. Are, you a naturalized American citizen of the 
United States? 

Miss Josephson. I am a derivative citzen, through my parents. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are byway of derivative citizenship ? 

Miss Josephson. Right. _ _ - . 

Mr. Tavenner. By virtue of the citizenship, of your father ? 

Miss Josephson., Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wliat was your father’s name? 

Miss Josephson. I think I will decline to answer that, feeling that 
is an infringement on my right of the first-amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner- I haven’t asked any question regarding Communist 
Party interests of your father, but I do want to know the circum- 
stances of your naturalization, and I think I, am entitled to receive it. 
I ask the chairman to direct you to answer. 

The. Chairman. You can answer that question. I direct you to an- 
swer that question. 

Miss Josephson. Would you repeat the question, please? 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of your father ? You said you 
received derivative naturalization through ypUr father. What was 
his name? 
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Miss Josephson. Julius Josephson. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where was he naturalized ? 

Miss Josephson. In Cleveland, Ohio. I am sorry, I forget the 
exact year — sometime in the twenties; I forget the exact year; 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to California ? 

Miss Josephson. In 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation-? 

Miss Josephson. Boxer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Boxer? 

Miss Josephson. Yes, carton boxer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, a statement 
of your formal educational training ? 

Miss Josephson. I went to the 11th grade in high. 

Mi\ Tavenner. The committee is informed that the Communist 
Party-of Southern California is governed by a council, a district coun- 
cil composed of 62 persons, and that you are one of those 62 persons. 
Is it .correct that you are a member of that Distinct Council of the 
Communist Party? 

Miss Josephson. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the first 
amendment. Secondly, I don’t think it is pertinent ; and, thirdly, I will 
not be a witness against myself to incriminate myself. 

_ Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the Los Angeles County conven- 
tion of the Communist Party held January 5 and 6, 1957, as a 
delegate? 

Miss Josephson. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received evidence relating to the 
Communist Party plans in youth organizations. We want to know 
the extent to which you engaged in the conduct of Communist Party 
work within youth organizations. 

Miss Josephson. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not in early 1957 a member of the Labor 
Youth League? 

Miss Josephson. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not a member of the Communist Party in 
early 1957 ? 

Miss Josephson. Same 'answer as .previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the Labor Youth League convention 
of July 14, 16, 21, and 22, 1956, in Los Angeles ? 

Miss Josephson. Same answer 'as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Have you received direction or advice from a Com- 
munist Party unit or functionary of the Communist Party to pene- 
trate and work in civic organizations and mass organizations in the 
community? 

Miss J osephson. Same answer 'as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you not been particularly active in. the Com- 
munity Service Organization which is a non-Communist organiza- 
tion in Los Angeles ? 

Miss J osephson. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been active in the Los Angeles Rosenberg- 
Sobell Committee? 

Miss Josephson. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr ; Tavenner. And the Los Angeles Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born? 
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Miss J osephson. Same answer as given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Independent Progressive Party? , 

Miss Josephson. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Civil Eights Congress? 

Miss Josephson. Same answer.,. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Wells Defense Committee? . 

Miss Josephson. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the Eastside Defense Committee? 

Miss Josephson. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the committee’s information, you 
were .identified by Dennis Lancaster, an, EyBX. operator during the 
Smith Act trial, in Los Angeles in 1952 ? a’s a member of the Com- 
munistParty. Washe in error? . •• 

Miss Josephson. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of. the Communist Party in 
1952? ' , . 

Miss Josephson. Same answer as previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 
Miss Josephson. Same answer as previously stated. • • 

Mr. Tavenner. Is your present address 2739% Dobinson Street, 
Los Angeles? 

Miss Josephson. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. There was a very important meeting of the Com- 
munist Party of the Southern District of California held on July 
27, 1958, at which Dorothy Healey made a minority report and Pettis 
Perry made a majority report. Our information is that you were 
present at that meeting. Were you ? 

Miss Josephson. Same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner.. I have no- further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

'The Chairman. The, witness is excused. 

Will you raise your right hand? Do you swear the testimony you 
are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? . . 

Mr. MacNairT I do. 

.TESTIMONY OE ARCHIBALD MacNAIR,' JR., ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, PRANK MUNOZ ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you.please state your name? , 

Mr. MacNair. Archibald MacNair, Jr. ‘ • 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell youE lastname, please. 

Mr. MacNair. M-a-c-N-a-i-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness identify 
himself for. the record? . • , 

Mr. Munoz. FranloMunoz, 112 West. 9th Street. 

' Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you bom, Mr. MacN air ? 

Mr. MacNair. I was born in Chicago, 111., in 1921. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where, do you reside ? 

Mr. MacNair. 1235 West 68th Street, Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. West 68th?- 

Mr. MacNair. That is correct- 

Mr. Tavenner.*' What is your occupation? 

Mr. MacNair. I am an unemployed laborer. 
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Mr* Tavenner* When employed* you are engaged in work -of what 
type?* 

Mr, MacNair* I am a laborer* working in construction* 

Mr, Tavenner. How long have youlived in Los Angeles? 

Mr, MacNair* I won’t answer that question* relying on iny rights 
under the first amendment* the fifth amendment* and incidentally, 
I don’t think that it is germane or pertinent to .the investigation, 

Mr* Tavenner. The committee has evidence resulting from its in- 
vestigation that yon were here at least as long ago as May 1, 195 7, 
because at that time you were present at the May Day Rally sponsored 
by the Communist Party im the celebration of the Russian Revolution, 
Do you recall that incident? 

Mr. MacNair* I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
I have already given, 

Mr, Tavenner* Were you present- at the May Day Rally iii 1957? 
Mr, MacNair* Sir, I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
that I have cited* 

Mr* Tavenner* Are you a member of a labor union ? 

(Witness confers with counsel*) 

Mr. MacNair. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
I have previously cited* 

Mr* Tavenner* According to the committee’s information you are 
presently the educational director of the Miscellaneous Industrial Sec- 
tion of the Communist Party in the Southern District of California* 
Are we correct in that statement ? 

Mr* MacNair, I refuse also, sir, to answer this question on the 
grounds that I have previously cited, 

Mr, Tavenner* Is Bernard Lusher the head of the section which I 
referred to? 

Mr, MacNair* I ref use tq answer this question on the grounds that 
I have previously cited, 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the committee’s investigation* you 
were a delegate to the Los Angeles County Communist Party con- 
vention held in Los Angeles on January 5 and 6* 1957* Were you 
a delegate to that convention? 

Mr* MacNair, I will not answer that question on the same grounds, 
Mr* Tavenner* You were also a delegate* were you not, to the 
Southern California District convention held on April 13 and 14, 
1957? ^ ^ 

Mr, MacNair* I will not answer this question on the same grounds, 
Mr, Tavenner* Is your principal assignment in the Communist 
Party now the carrying out of Communist Party directives within 
the field of labor ? 

Mr, MacNair* I will not answer tills question, same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner, What are the present Communist Party objectives 
in the field of labor in southern California? 

Mr. MacNair* I will not answer this question, same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner* Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 
Mr. MacNair* I will not answer this question, same grounds* ^ 

Mr* Tavenner. There w as a veiy important meeting of the District 
Council of the Communist Party for the Southern District of Cali- 
fornia and certain functionaries on July 27, 1958* Do you recall the 
occasion ? 
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Mr. MacNair. Sir, I will not answer -this question on the same 
grounds that I previously cited. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you were present, were you not? 

Mr. MacNair. I will not answer this question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Raise your right hand, please., Do you swear the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Mosley. Ido. 

TESTIMONY OP CHARLES H. MOSLEY, JR., ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, PRANK MUNOZ 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mr.- Mosley. My name is Charles H. Mosley, Jr. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell your last name. 

Mr. Mosley. M-o-s-l-e-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted for the record that the same counsel ac- 
jc.omp aiiies this witness as the former witness. . 

When and where were you born, Mr. Mosley ? > 

• Mr. Mosley. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
pertinency J I don’t think the question is pertinent here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me put it this way to you. Were you born in 
Dallas, Tex., on the 1st day of November 1927 ? 

Mr. Mosley. I decline to answer that on. the — I take the fifth 
amendment in declining to answer .this question and I also take the 
first amendment, because I feel that .this, committee has no right to 
abridge my freedom of speech, my freedom to think*. or anything else. 
Sol decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner.. In other words, you don’t have to answer any ques- 
tion propounded by a congressional committee? 

Do you not reside at tliis time at-.3319 Homeside, Los Angeles? 

Mr. Mosley. I decline also to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is not your occupation that of a factory worker^? 

Mr. Mosley. I decline also to answer that question on the' grounds 
prevously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will yon tell the. committee, please, what formal 
educational training you have had ? 

Mr. Mosley. I also decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. * * 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the committee’s investigation, you 
attended the first convention of the Southern California District Com- s 
munist Party held in Los Angeles on April 13 and 14, 1957.. Is that 
information correct? 

Mr. Mosley. I also decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated., 

v Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall either hearing Dorothy Healey de- 
liver a report on trade unionism, or have you read her report* on trade 
unionism? ^ « 

Mr. Mosley. I also decline again bn the ground previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the. report made by her or have you 
read it relating to the requirement that rank and file members of the 
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Communis!, Party must engage in Communist Party activities within 
various mass organizations? 

Mr, Mosley. I give the same answer, I decline on the previously 
stateid— on the grounds previously stated, 

Mr. Tavenner. You have engaged, have you not, in work in -the 
Labor Youth League? 

_ Mr. Mosley. I also decline on the same grounds, the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr, Tavenner. Have you at the instance of the Communist Party 
or a functionary of the Communist Party endeavored to carry on its 
objectives witliin the Independent Progressive Party of California ? 

Mr, Mosley. My answer is the same, I decline to answer on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a photosfcatic copy of an 
Independent Progressive Party appointment of members to the State 
Central Committee in the year 1954 and ask that it be marked “Mosley 
Exhibit Ho, 1.” 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the record. 

The first _ of the three names mentioned as members of the executive 
committee is Charles Mosley. 

(Document marked “Mosley Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been active iitthe affairs of the American 
Kussian Institute? 

. Mr. Mosley. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been .active in the affairs of the Civil 
Eights Congress ? 

Mr. Mosley. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Information of the committee is that you appeared 
on August 30, 1950, at a city council meeting where an ordinance was 
being proposed to have members of the Communist Party register 
and you expressed strong opposition to it. 

My first .question is, Were you sent by the Communist Partytomake 
such an objection? 

_ Mr. Mosley. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. In referring again to the work of the Labor Youth 
League, were you not a member of the Educational Committee of the 
Los Angeles Labor YoutliLeague in 1957 ? 

Mr. Mosley. I also give the same answer, I decline to answer that 
on thegrounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 

. Mr. Mosley, The 'answer is the same. I refuse to answer that ques- 
tion on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

The Chairman. Will yoii raise your right hand, please? Do you 
Swear the testimony yOn are about to give will be the truth, the Whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr.PADiLLA. Ido. 
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TESTIMONY OF FELIX PADILLA, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOHN T. McTERNAN 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Padilla. P-a-d-i-l-l-a. - .. . * . 

Mr, Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying tlie witness identify 
himself for the record? 

Mr. MoTernan. Jolin'T. McTernan, 112 West 9th Street, Los 
Angeles 15. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr: Padilla ? 

Mr. Padilla. I was born in Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Tavenner. When? 

Mr. Padilla. On May 18, 1907. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside ? Where do you live ? 

Mr. Padilla. What do you mean, in Puerto Rico ? - 

Mr. Tavenner. Here in Los Angeles now ? 

Mr. Padilla. 2116 Glendale Boulevard. - . 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you currently a member of the Communist 
Party? Are- you a member of the. Communist Party at this time?' 

Mr. Padilla. I refuse to answer that question on the*, grounds, of 
the first amendment. . 

Mr . Tavenner. How long have you resided in Los Angeles County ? 

Mr. Padilla. Ten years. . f 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you engaged in the wofk of the Communist 
Party in Puerto Rico ? 

Mr . Padilla. I refuse to answer that question on the first amend- 
ment, same grounds: 

Mr. Tavenner. Has your work in the Communist Party been con- 
centrated or centered in the field of Mexican-American population?. 

Mr. Padilla. Like I previously say, I. refuse to answer any ques- 
tions like this on the grounds of the first amendment and the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, in 1949 weren’t you a member 
of the National Association of Mexican- Americans ? 

Mr. Padilla. I refuse to answer that question on the same* grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence a thermofax -copy of the Novem- 
ber 10, 1949, issue of the People’s World and the February 10, 1950, 
issue of the People’s World and ask that they .be marked ‘-‘Padilla 
Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2,” respectively. 

The Chairman. They will be made a part of the record. 

(Documents marked “Padilla Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2” and retained 
in committee file.) 

Mr. Tavenner. .Both of these articles refer to Mr. Padilla as the 
Mexican-American National Association— as being of thatassociation. _ 

Are you familiar with an organization called the Trade Union 
Action Conference for Peace ? 

Mr. Padilla. Like I say before, I am not here just on the grounds 
of my first amendment, invoking the first and fifth amendments to 
tell 1 you, to : say that I don’t belong to any of those things, on the 
grounds of the first and fifth amendment I refuse to answer.. 

Mr: Tavenner. Were you not a sponsor of this conference? 
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Mr. Padilla. Like previously, I say I refuse to answer any questions 
regarding to those type on the grounds of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

(Counsel confers with, witness.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you familiar with an organization called the 
Trade Union Defense Committee ? 

Mr.. Padilla. Again I refuse to answer on the previous grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence a thermofax copy 
of an article from the March 24, 1952, issue of the People’s World and 
ask that it be marked as “Padilla Exhibit No. 3.” 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Padilla Exhibit No. 3,” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of, or did you participate- in, 
any of the meetings of the California Emergency Defense Committee? 

Mr. Padilla. Again I refuse to answer on the same previous grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state whether or not it was the purpose of 
this committee to support the Smith Act defendants in southern 
California? 

Mr. Padilla. Again, I refuse to answer on the same previous 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. In January of 1953 were you assigned to the West 
Lake Club of the Independent Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Padilla. Again, I refuse to answer on the saihe grounds of the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Los Angeles Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born ? 

Mr. Padilla. Again, I refuse to answer on the previous grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Marxist Institute of 
Los Angeles County? 

Mr. Padilla. I refuse to answer the question on the same previous 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Padilla. Again, I have to refuse and decline to answer that 
question on the same previous grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

The Chairman. The* witness is excused. 

Will you raise your right hand? Do you swear the testimony you 
are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Katz. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF ELI KATZ, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

JOHN T/MeTEKNAN 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please? 

Mr. Katz. Eli Katz. 

b Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. McTbrnan. John T. McTernan, 112 West 9th Street, Los An- 
geles 15. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Katz? 
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Mr. Katz. I was bom on August 10, 192&, in Brooklyn, MT.T. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Katz. 827 North Benton Way, Los Angeles.. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the State of California for 
the purpose of making this your permanent residence ? 

* Mr. Katz. 1953. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived here continuously since that date? 

Mr. Katz. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Katz, I am a lithographer. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a lithographer ? 

Mr. Katz. Approximately 10 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state what your formal educational train- 
ing has been? ' ■ * 

Mr. Katz. I think that I am going to decline this question because 
I feel that it has no pertinency to any legislative purpose of this com-? 
mittee, because I feel that the field of education is one particularly in 
which ideas are important and that the committee has no right under 
the Constitution to legislate in the field of ideas, and because I feel 
lhat giving information of this sort might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you familiar with the structure of, the Com- 
munist Party of the Southern District of California ? 

Mr. Katz. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you not a member of the. governing body; that ' 
is, the District Council of the Communist Party for the Southern 
District of California ? 

Mr. Katz. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party convention on J anuary 5 and 6, 1957 ? 

Mr. Katz. I shall have to give the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. And also to the California State convention of the 
Communist Party on January 19 and 20, 1957 ? 

Mr. Katz. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has learned from the proceedings 
at these conventions which I have asked you about the importance to 
the Communist Party of its contemplated activities in the field of 
youth. Have you been„ engaged in any Communist Party activities 
at the request of the Communist Party or any functionary thereof 
in this important field ? 

Mr. Katz. I refuse to answer .that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not on July 11, 1956, 'in attendance at 
the Labor Youth League convention held in Los Angeles where you 
were elected to serve on the presiding committee ?' 

Mr. Katz. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not also present at the convention of. 
July 16, 17, 18, 'and 22, 1956, of the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Katz. I still must decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not nominated on July 22 to serve as 
Labor Youth League chairman of Los Angeles County ? 

Mr. Katz. I decline to answer that- question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our information is that you declined the nomina- 
tion. 

Mr. Katz. I have no comment. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I think you have anticipated me and you have 
answered. 

The. Chairman. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Tavenner. He said “1 have no comment.” 

The Chairman. I heard that, s 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like you to state in all modesty, are you 
considered an expert on Marxism ? 

Mr. Katz. Well 

Mr. Tavenner. No comment? 

Mr. Katz. I will decline to answer .that question, although I think 
it is rather humorous, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, haven’t you served as an instructor in a 
series of classes which began April 24, 1956, on political economy by 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Katz. I, of course, refuse to answer that question on the same 
.grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you participate in the activities of the Los 
Angeles Committee to Secure Justice in the Kosenberg Case ?' 

Mr. Katz. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Katz. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman." 

The Chairman. The witness will be excused. 

(Whereupon, at 5 :35 p.m., Thursday, September 4, the committee 
recessed until 9 :30 a.m. Friday, September 5, 1958.) 


THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY 

Structure — Ob j ectives — leadership 


rUIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1958 

United States House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Un- American AcTrviTrES, 

* , Los Angeles ? Galifornia. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 

* ' 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to recess., at 9 : 45 a.m. in Room 229, 
Federal Building, Los Angeles, CaHfornia,* Honorable Francis E. 
Walter (chairman) presiding. , . • , . _ 

Present: Representatives Francis E. Walter, of Pennsylvania, and 
Morgan M. Moulder, of Missouri. 

Staff members' present:. Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel, and- Wil- 
liam A. Wheeler, investigator. 

The Chairman. Do you swear the testimony you are about to giye 
will be. the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth* so help 
you God? ‘ - ^ 

Mr. Wheeler. I do. ~ 

TESTIMONY; OP WILLIAM A. WHEELER,. INVESTIGATOR, 
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

'The Chairman. Your name is William 'A. Wheeler, and you are 
an investigator 1 of the Committee on Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Wheeler. Yes, sir., 

The-OHAiRMAN. On the 2nd of September did you call’ the witness, 
Don Wheeldin? ... ' , 

Mr. Wheeler. I did, sir. 

The Chairman. Where did you make the call ? ; • 

Mr^ WHBELER. In the room adjoining our hearing room here. ■ 

The Chairman. That is where the witnesses have been instructed to 
report- to before they are called? . 

Mr. Wheeler. They have not been instructed to report there, sir. 
It’s been made available to them to wait there until they are called. 

. The Chairman. That is the room in. which all of the witnesses who 
have testified have been meeting? 

Mr. Wheeler. That is correct. 

1 Released by the committee and, ordered to be printed. 
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The Chairman. Did Mr. Wheeldin answer the call ? 

Mr, Wheeler. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Do you know Wheeldin by sight ? 

Mr. Wheeler. I do not. Oh, yes, I do. 

The Chairman. Did you see him there? 

Mr. Wheeler. No, I did hot. 

The Chairman. Was he there? 

Mr. Wheeler. No, sir. In response to calling Mr. Wheeldin, Mr. 
A1 Wirin responded to the call, as well as another attorney, Loren • 
Miller. 

The Chairman. Did they make any explanation about Ms where- 
abouts? 

Mr. Wheeler. Not to me, sir, no. I was told that he was not pres- 
ent, but where he was they did not say. 

The Chairman. At this point we will introduce the subpoena 
served on such and such a day on this man. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was served the 31st day of July. 

The Chairman. And pursuant to whichhis two attorneys appeared 
at the hearing; 

Mr. Tavenner. May the exhibit be marked “Donald Wheeldin Ex- 
hibit No. 1.” 

(Donald Wheeldin Exhibit No. 1 consists of the subpena and the 
return thereon.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Jerry Atinsky. 

The Chairman. Will you raise your right hand, please, and swear 
the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Atinsky. Ido. 

TESTIMONY OE JERRY ATINSKY, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEIi, 
SEYMOUR MANDEL 

Mr, Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Atinsky. Jerry Atinsky. 

Mr, Tavenner. It is noted that the witness is accompanied by coun- 
sel. Will he please identify Mmself for the record? 

Mr. Mandel. The witness’ counsel is Seymour Mandel, 

The Chairman. I did not get the witness’ name. 

Mr. Mandel. Jerry Atinsky, and I would like to make a request that 
the name of the witness not be divulged to the press in view of the 
statement that you, the chairman, made yesterday, that you wished to 
protect the names of the witnesses. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Atinsky ? 

Mr. Atinsky. October 9, 1917, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Atinsky. Parking lot operator, although you know that, be- 
cause I was served on the job. 

The Chairman. We don’t know that. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to California to make it 
the place of your permanent residence? 

Mr. Atinsky. I came in 1936; 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 
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Mr. Atinskt. Three years high school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you served in the Armed Forces of the United 
States. , 

Mr. Atinskt. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time? 

Mr. Atinskt. 1941 to 1945, Sy 2 years in the Navy. 

Mr. Tavenner. You received an honorable discharge? ' 

Mr. Atinskt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Atinsky, it is. the committee’s, information that 
you are at this time a member qf the District Council of the Commu- : 
nist Party for the Southern District of California. Is that correct? 

Mr. Atinskt. I decline to answer this question on the following 
grounds : 'the first amendment, the fourth, the fifth amendment, the 
sixth, the ninth, the tehth amendment, and the lack of pertinency. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 
know the present membership of the- Communist Party in the South- 
ern District of California?, 

Mr. Atinskt. I decline to answer on the'Same grounds. 

Mr: Mandel. May it be stipulated at this time that the additional 
grounds for each declination will be. the same as originally stated, 
word for word? 

The Chairman. Yes; it will be stipulated that when the witness 
declines to answer the question, the reasons for the declination are 
those originally stated.* 

Mr. Manuel. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend as a delegate the Los Angeles 
County Communist Party convention held in Los Angeles in J anuary ’ 
of 1957.? 

Mr. Atinskt. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a convention of the Communist 
Party of the Southern District of the State of California held on 
April 18- and 14, 1957, in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Atinskt. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the committee’s information that Dorothy 
Healey, chairman of the Communist Party for the Southern District 
of California, made a report at that convention — did you hear the. re- 
port or have.you read it since that convention ?. 

Mr. Atinskt. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you aware of the action taken by Dorothy Hea- 
ley in. the convention, in soft-pedaling the Hungarian question ? 

Mr. Atinskt. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

« Mr. Tavenner. - Did you ’later attend a meeting of the district coun-’ 
cil on July 27, 1958, ill which her position had been largely reversed on 
that question? 

Mr. Atinskt. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee does not understand that you were 
present at that meeting, but I want to know whether or not you learned 
of the action that was taken, . That is, didyou learn either on a section 
level or any other' level of the action that was taken at the meeting of 
July27; 1958? 

Mr. Atinskt. I decline to answer on the-same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. In addition to your occupation that you described 
as being a parking lot- owner 
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Mt.Mandel. Operator, 

Mr. Tavenner. ^-operator, has the Communist Party utilized your 
services over a period of years in entertaining Communist Party 
groups or organizations being sponsored by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Atinsky. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are a folk singer, areyou not ? 

Mr, Atinsky, I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

+ Mr, Tavenner. Did you participate in “Songs for Peace and Rus- 
sia” program sponsored by the Southern California Peace Crusade on 
February 21, 1954, at the Park Maiior, 607 S. Western Avenue? 

Mr, Atinsky, I refuse to answer on the -same grounds, 

Mr, Tavenner, Did you. entertain at a function held on March 28 , 
1953, at 325% South union Avenue sponsored by the Echo Park 
Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress ? 

Mr. Atinsky, I refuse to answer On the same grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. You were at that date, that is in 1953, a member of 
the Echo Park Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress, were you hot? 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer pn the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner, Did you entertain at a meeting at 3670 Colonial 
Avenue, West Los Angeles, on July 10, 1954, the purpose of which 
was toitieettheSmith Act defendants? 

Mr. Atinsky, X refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner. Did you receive directions or .encouragement from 
any Communist Party unit or functionary of the Communist Party to 
take part in the work of the Los Angeles Rosenberg-Sobell Com- 
mittee? 

Mr, Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not entertain, at the West Lake Chapter of 
the Los Angeles Rosenberg-Sobell Committee held on March 6, 1954? 

.Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner, Did you become active in the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party of California as a part of your Communist Party 
duties ? 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you entertain at a meeting sponsored by the 
Independent Progressive Party of Los Angeles at the Cosmopolitan 
Hotel, 360 South West Lake Avenue, Los Angeles, where the meet- 
ing discussed the topic of Guatemala and peace? 

Mr. Atinsky, I refuse to answer on the same grounds, 

Mr, Tavenner. Did you take part ; by way of entertaining, in a 
meeting held on July 10, 1954, at Venice, California, in a meeting en- 
titled, “Greet the Smith Act Defendants On Eve of Appeal,” where 
funds were being xaised for the Smith Act defendants? 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner, Is there a branch of the Arts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions Council known as the Song Makers of that organization? 

Mr, Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of it ? 

Mr, Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence thermofax copy 
of a program of the First Unitarian Church of Los Angeles tor 
November 25, 1956, showing Jerry Atinsky on the program held on 
that occasion. 
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The Chairman. I just received a letter from somebody mentioning 
that church. Is that located at 2936 West 8th Street, Los Angeles? 
It does not matter. Mark that and make it a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Atinsky Exhibit No. 1,” arid retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence, and ask that it be marked as 
“Atinsky Exhibit No. 2,” a thermofax copy of a flyer advertising 
songs by the Song Makers of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Coun- 
cil' Of Southern California, featuring Jerry Atinsky and others. 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the: record. 

(Document marked “Atinsky Exhibit No. 2,” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the exhibit, please, and state 
whether or not-you performed at the time indicated by the flyer? 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer pn.the same grounds. 

. Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member Of the Song Makers of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions Council at the time and date of that exhibit ? 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not also entertain for the East Hollywood 
Civil Rights Congress on J anuary 22, 1955 ? 

Mr. Ahnsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I asked you a question a little while ago regarding 
your connection with the Rosenberg-Sobell Committee of Los' An- 
geles. Did you not 'participate in community singing for the bene- 
fit of that committeee on April 26, 1956 ? 

Mr.. Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. • 

Mr . Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence, and ask that it be 
marked “Atinsky Exhibit No. 3,” a thermofax copy of the April 26, 
1956, issue of the People’s World. This article is entitled, “ ‘Commu- 
nity Sing’ to Aid Sobell Fight.” 

(Document marked “Atinsky Exhibit No. 3,” and retained in com- 
mittee-files.) v . 

Mr. Tavenner. The article is as follows: 

A “Community , Sing” to aid the fight to free Morton Sobell. co-defendant 
with Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in the trumped-up “spy” trial and now a 
prisoner at Alcatraz, will be held .here May 5. 

The sing to be led by Jerry Atinsky and others, will be' held at 5729' Hollo- 
way dr. ^ 

Did you participate in that program ? 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer On the same grounds. 

Mr. TAvenner. Will you tell the committee whether or not as part of 
its plan', of the Communist Party’s infiltration into- various strata of 
society in this community, it is the plan to use Communist Party mem- 
bers gifted in entertainment to perform oh various occasions? . - 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are Communist Party members talented in regard 
to entertainment used for the purpose Of raising funds for Commu- 
nist Party purposes in this area ? 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe earlier in my questioning I indicated that, 
according to the committee’s information, you were not present on 
July 27, 1958, at the meeting of the district council. I find I am in 
error in that <and that, according to the committee’s information, you 
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were present. Therefore, I want to ask you whether or not that is 
correct. 

Mr. Attnsicy. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Atinsky. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The- Chairman. The witness is excused. 

Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you swear the testimony 
you are about.to give will.be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Byler. Ido., 

The Chairman • Sit down, please. 

TESTIMONY OE MARGARETE ANN BYLER, ACCOMPANIED B! 

COUNSEL, SEYMOUR MANDEL 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name? 

Mrs. Byler. Margarete Byler. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you also known by the name Ann ? 

Mrs. Byler. Yes; that is my nickname., 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Mandel. Witness’s counsel is Seymour Mandel. Excuse me. 
And counsel makes the same request, that the name of this witness not 
be divulged by the committee nor its staff. 

The Chairman. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside ? 

Mrs. Byler. 999 North Madison Avepue, Pasadena. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mrs. Byler. I decline to answer the question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you bom in Germany ? 

Mr. Mandel. Would you permit her to give her grounds of declina- 
tion? 

Mr. Tavenner. I thought she had finished. 

Mrs. Byler. On account of the first amendment, the fourth, the 
fifth, the sixth, ninth, and the tenth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that you were bom in Germany ? 

Mrs. Byler. I have to decline on the same basis to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Mandel. And counsel requests that the same stipulation as to 
the prior witness be incorporated herein, that all the grounds are 
accepted as if repeated word for word. 

The Chairman. Yes; let that be understood. 

Mr. Mandel. Thank you. 

Mr, Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen ? 

Mrs. Byler. I have to decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, were you not born under the 
name of Margarete Ann Haller on June 14, 1909, in Hamuthsachsen, 
Germany? 

Mrs. Byler. I decline to answer all these questions on the same 
grounds as I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not naturalized as a citizen of the United 
States in Los Angeles on July 12, 1940 ? 
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Mrs. Byler. I decline on the same grounds as before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not also* a fact that you were a member of the 
Communist Party before the date of your naturalization? 

Mrs., Byler. I decline to answer on the same grounds' as stated 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of the Southern Cali- 
fornia District convention of the Communist Party held April 13 and 
14, 195Y, in Los Angeles ? 

Mrs. Byler. I decline to answer the question on the basis as stated 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you not been assigned to carry out the Com- 
munist Party duty of working within the Independent Progressive 
Party of California and various community organizations? 

Mrs. Byler. I decline to answer on the same grounds as stated 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence a photostatic 
copy of the Independent Progressive' Party of California petition 
to participate in the primary election of June 1, 1948, and ask it be 
marked “Byler Exhibit No. 1.” 

The Chairman. Make it a part of the record. 

Mr. Manuel. I would like to register’ an objection to the introduc- 
tion on the ground that it is irrelevant and immaterial. 

The Chairman. Ail right. 

(Document marked “Byler Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I will ask the witness to examine the affidavit 
appearing at the end* of the petition over the name of Mrs. Margarete 
Byler ana ask whether or not that is her signature; 

Mrs. Byler. I decline on the same basis as stated before^ 

Mr. Tavenner. Did'y’ou circulate that petition? 

Mrs. Byler. I have to repeat, declining to answer on the grounds 
as stated before. 

' Mr. Tavenner. Were you active in the formation- of the. Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party in the State of California ? 

Mrs. Byler. I decline on the same basis as stated before; 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not accept' as ;a Communist Party assign- 
ment participation in the Stockholm Peace Petition drive during the 
year 1950? - 

Mrs. Byler. I have to decline on the same basis as stated before.. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence, .Mr. Chairman, a thermofax copy 
of an excerpt from the August 10, 1950, issue of the People’s World 
and ask that it be marked “Byler Exhibit No. 2.” It refers to the 
.activity of Ann Byler, Wheeldin, and. others,. 

The Chairman. Make it a part of the record. ' 

Mr. Mandel. I object on the ground previously stated. 

The Chairman. Albright:* ** *, * 1 

(Document marked “Byler Exhibit No. 2, 55 and retained in com- 
mittee files.) , / 

Mr; Tavenner. Are yon a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mrs. Byler. I decline to answer- the question on the same basis as 
stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

The Chairman. Any questions, Judge Moulder? 
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Mr. Moulder. No. 

The Chairman. The "witness is excused. 

Will you come around here, please, and raise your right hand? 
Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will he the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Jackson, Ido. 

TESTIMONY 0E ELIZABETH RICARDO JACKSON, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, ROBERT L. BOAGS 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mrs. Jackson. Elizabeth Jackson. 

Mr. Tavenner. A subpena was issued for you under the name of 
Elizabeth Ricardo, I believe. You are the same person as Elizabeth 
Ricardo, are you not ? 

Mrs. Jackson. Yes, I am 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you married? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Jackson. October 19, 195T. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside ? 

Mrs. Jackson. My mailing address is 1105 East Yernon Avenue. 
I formerly resided at 951 Irolo Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your maiden name ? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer the question on the ground that 
it violates my constitutional right against self -incrimination, as well 
as it violates my constitutional right of free speech and association 
under the first amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now I have asked you merely for the name under 
which you were born. Do you honestly believe that to answer that 
question truthfully might tend to incriminate you ? 

Mrs. Jackson. Yes, I do. 

Mr- Moulder. Which name is correct, Mr. Chairman, Ricardo or 
Jackson? 

Mrs. Jackson. My present name is now Elizabeth Jackson. 

The Chairman- When did you become Jackson? 

Mrs. Jackson. October 19, 1957. 

The Chairman. Was your name before' that Ricardo ? 

Mrs. Jackson. Yes, sir. • 

Mr. Tavenner. But Ricardo was your married name prior to your 
marriage to J ackson. Isn’t that true ? 

Mrs. Jackson. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now I am asking what your maiden name was. 

Mrs. Jackson. I have declined to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasn’t it Elizabeth Smith ? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t you born at Stamford, Conn. ? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer. 

Mr.- Tavenner. What was the date of your birth? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer that question as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasn’t it November the 13th, 1913 ?' 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer, 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is very much interested in finding 
in the course of its investigation of Communist Party activities in this 
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area that you signed a- letter on December 14, 1957, which was a state- 
ment of grievances against the leadership of the Communist Party and 
that that letter was addressed to the National Committee* of the Com- 
munist Party. We are familiar with the contents of that letter. We 
know also that the letter was, answered by a report made by Dorothy 
Healey, which she circulated among all of the sections of the Commu- 
nist Party so that it could be considered and studied on a section level; 
but notwithstanding her reply, a number of those who signed the 
letter of December 14 resigned from the Communist Party ;and exe- 
cuted a letter tendering their resignation. 

, We do not find anything indicating you resigned from the Commu- 
nist Tarty ; so I want to know what happened between December 14, 
1957, and March 26, 1958, to change your opinion regarding yourvcom- 
plaint against the leadership, national leadership, of the Communist 
Party. , . 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer the question on the ground that 
it violates my constitutional right against self -incrimination, as well 
as it violates* my constitutional right of free speech and association 
under the first amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are aware of the fact, are you not, that there 
was great opposition by the Communist Party leadership in this area 
to Dorothy ^Healey’s leadership of the Communist Party, are you not? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are also aware of the fact that Pettis Perry 
advised the leadership of the Communist Party in this area that it 
was their duty to support the national leadership of the Communist 
Party, are you not ? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that have anything to do with your changing 
your mind about resigning from the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Jackson. Tdecline to answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Areyou a member of the Communist Party now ? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What pressure was brought upon you to change 
your views as expressed in the letter of December 14 ? 

Mrs. Jackson. Tdecline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner; You were ^.member of the Moranda Smith Section 
of the Communist Party on December 14, 1967, were you not ? 

Mrs. Jackson. Ideclineto answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner.* Did you sign the letter of grievances of December 
14, 1957, with the name “Elizabeth” and then the statement, “Moranda 
Smith,” meaning the Moranda Smith Section of* the Communist 
Party? *■ 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to 'answer on- the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have been active on the staff of the 'Daily 
People’s World, haven’t you? * ' ' * 

Mrs. Jackson.,* I decline- to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any pressure brought upon you as Vmember of 
that staff to cause you to change the decisions reached on December T4, 
1957, as indicatedinthe letter of grievances ? , 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had been, for a long time,, ah active* member in 
the Los Angeles Chapter of the Civil Eights Congress, had you hot? 
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Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. And also in the Independent Progressive Party 
of the State of California? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your particular assignment to the Independent 
Progressive Party was in the Olympic Club of that party';, was it 
not? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend as a delegate the Southern Cali- 
fornia District convention of the Communist Party held on April, 13 
and 11, 1957? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you also a delegate to the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party convention held on January 5 and 6, 1957? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline ta answer on . the grounds, previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is your present occupation solely that of house- 
wife? 

Mrs. Jackson. I decline to answer on the grounds that it violates 
my constitutional, right against self-incrimination, as well as it vio- 
lates my constitutional right of free speech and association under the 
first amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further question. 

The Chairman. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment, please. My attention is called to 
the fact that I failed to ask counsel for the witness to identify himself 
for the record. 

Mr. Boags. I am the attorney. My name is Kobert L. Boags. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were with -the witness during the- entire time 
of her testimony; were you not? 

Mr. Boags. Yes; I was. 

The Chairman. Will you raise your right hand? Do you swear 
the testimony you. are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Pacifico. I do. 

TESTIMONY OF OLA ROSS PACIFICO, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ROSE S. ROSENBERG 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please? 

Mrs. Pacifico. Mrs. Ola Boss Pacifico. 

Mr: Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 

Mrs. Pacefico. P-a-c-i-f : i-c-o. 

Mr. Tavenner, Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
■identify herself for the record? 

Mrs. Bosenberg. My name is Bose S. Bosenberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does your middle name, Boss, indicate that that 
was your maiden name ? 

Mrs. Pacieico, Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mrs. Pacifico ? 
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Mrs. Pacifico. I. was bom September 7, 1902, in the rural area of 
Oklahoma. I believe it is listed as Blaine County now. 

Mi- T avenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mrs. Pacifico. 11148 Condon Avenue, Inglewood. 

Mr. Tavenner. California? 

Mrs. Pacieico. California. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to the State of California 
to make it the place of your permanent residence ? 

Mrs. Pacieico. 1946.. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mrs. Pacieico. I am a nurse. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been? _ 

Mrs. Pacieico. I graduated from Teachers College in Oklahoma 
and took a bachelor’s degree in sociology, University of Chicago, and 
a master’s degree in public health at Columbia University in New 
York. 

Mr. Tavenner; When were you awarded that degree? 

Mrs. Pacieico. 1946. .1 also am a graduate nurse, and I graduated 
from the Cook County School of Nursing in 1933. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Pacifico, the committee ha§ learned of the 
reorganization of. the Communists in the- southern part of California. 
We understand now that there are, two. districts in California, the 
Northern and Southern Districts of the Communist Party, and that 
the gover ning body of the Southern District of California, of the 
California Communist Party, is a district council composed of 62 
members. We understand that you are one of those district council 
members. Are you? 

Mrs. Pacifico. I refuse tp answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. * * _ _ . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell this committee how this council func- 
tions and what its duties are? 

Mrs. Pacifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. We understand that the membership in this council 
is made up of representatives from various sections of the Communist 
Party. Of what section are you a member? 

Mrs. Pacifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. • . . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the California State con- 
vention of the Communist Party held January 19 and 20, t 1957 

Mrs. Pacifico. I refuse to. answer on the grounds of the first 
amendment. _ _ - 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment— which outlined the course that 
this reorganization should take? , 

Mrs. Pacifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the. first and 
fifth amendments. . - 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
for a long time? 

Mrs., Pacifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you discharged- as a city employee in 1949 
because of your refusal to sign the loyalty.oath ? 
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Mrs. Paoifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Co mmunis t Party in 
1951? 

Mrs. Paoifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have learned of the Communist Party assign- 
ments of numerous members of the Communist Party to carry on 
activities within various mass organizations and among some organi- 
zations which are specifically sponsored by the Communist Party. 
Have you accepted any assignment of that land? 

Mrs. Paoifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
•fifth amendments. 

_ Mr; Tavenner. Have you' been actiVe in the Independent Progres- 
sive.Party of the State of California? 

Mrs. Paoifico. I refuse to answer oh the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Our investigation discloses that you have been a 
member of the Civil Eights Congress. Is that correct ? 

-Mrs. Paoifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Southern California 
Committee Against Ee-Nazification of Germany ? 

Mrs. Paoifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you an employee in 1949 of the Los Angeles 
City Health Department? • 

Mrs. Paoifico. May I seek the advice of my counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Surely. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Paoifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the ’first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 

Mrs. Paoifico. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Do you have any questions, Mr. Moulder ? 

Mr. Moulder. No. 

The Chairman. The witness is excused. 

Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you swear the testi- 
mony you are 'about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Sazer, Yes. 

TESTIMONY OE HENRY SAZER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ROSE S. ROSENBERG 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? " 

Mr. Sazer. Henry Sazer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 

Mf Sazer. S-a-z-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify herself for the, record ? 
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Mrs. Rosenberg. My name is Rose S. Rosenberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wheredo you reside, Mr. Sazer ? 

Mr. Sazer. You have my address there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state it ? 

• Mr. Sazer. 1662 Mohawk Street, L. A. 26. 

Mr; Tavenner. Los Angeles? 

Mr. Sazer, Yes., 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, sir \ 

Mr. Sazer. Russia, 1896. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to .the United States ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Sazer. In August of 1913. 

.Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized United States citizen? 

Mr. Sazer. Yes, sir. ' ■ 

.Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Sazer. 1921, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Sazer. I tarn a cap maker, making caps and hats. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sazer, did you attend a meeting of the [South- 
ern California] District Council of the Communist Party on July 27, 
1958? " .... 

Mr. Sazer. I don’t see what difference it makes to this committee 
whether I did or did not attend such a meeting. 

Mr. TaveNner. Well, if you attended that meeting, you are in a 
position to advise this committee as to some of the things that occurred 
there. • _ 

Mr. Sazer. I don’t think the committee has a right to inquire into 
my activities or associations. 'In fact, I believe that ypu are putting 
the problem upside down. I think it is my right as a citizen to inquire 
into the activities of my representatives instead of my representatives 
inquiring into my activities and associations. I don’t think you have 
a right to do that. Who are you? . 

Mr. Tavenner. I am counsel for the committee. .My name is 
Frank Tavenner. 'Now' willyou answer the question ? 

Mr. Sazer. I will not answer the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction? 

The' Chairman. I direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Sazer. I will have to.resort to the protection given me under 
the Constitution under the first and fifth amendments, of the Con- 
stitution., : . 

Mr. Tavenner. Did not Dorothy Healey make a minority report at 
that meeting in. which she criticized severely the national leadership 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Sazer. I still challenge your right to inquire. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction? 

The Chairman. The witness is directed to 'answer the question. 
Mr. Sazer. As already stated, the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. After the completion of her report, did not Pettis 
Perry, who wasat the time a member of the National Committee of 
the Co mmunis t Party from the Southern District of California,, 
oppose the-report made by Dorothy Healey and tell.the members, pres- 
ent that it was their duty to support the national leadership’s 
decisions? 
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• Mr ™ AZEI l‘ ^ did no ^ sa 7 whether I did or did not attend that meet- 
mg. Therefore this question, I think, is just 'out of order. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask that the witness be required to answer ? 

Tne Chairman. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Sazer. I claim protection of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not take the floor at that meeting yourself 
and agree with Pettis Perry and state that the. leadership of the Com- 
munist Party in the Southern District of California is no good and 
that it should be replaced ? 

Mr. Sazer. My answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a supporter of the national leadership of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mx\ Sazer. Still as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you influenced in Communist Party decisions 
by the position taken by the Soviet Union on what the Communist 
Party of the United-States should do ? 

. Mr. Sazer. I still challenge the right of the committee to inquire 
into my activities and associations. 

Mr. Tavenner - . May I ask the witness be required to answer ? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer thatquestion. 

Mr, Sazer. I claim the first and fifth amendments. That’s what 
you want, don’t you ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. We want you . to answer the question. 

Mr. Sazer. I don’t think you do. 

The Chairman. Why don’t you try it and find out? 

Mr. Sazer. Because lots of things that you do don’t correspond — 
that you say don’t correspond with facts. For example, you say in 
this morning’s paper that you are interested in protecting people’s 
jobs, and at the same time the police officer served a subpena on my 
job in the presence of my employer. That doesn’t add any prestige ‘to 
the committee, iii my eyes at least. 

The Chairman. Let’s not get into a discussion of prestige. Go 
ahead, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Our records indicate that you attended the Los 
Angeles County convention of the Communist Party held January 5 
and 6, 1957. Did you do so ? 

Mr. Sazer. I challenge the right of the committee to inquire into 
any activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you refusing to answer the question ? 

Mr. Sazer. Yes, sir ; under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would also like to ask you if you attended the 
California State convention meeting held on January 19 and 20. 
1957? . 

Mi*. .Sazer. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what union are you a member ? 

Mr. Sazer. I decline td state. 

Mr. Tavenner, You decline to state ? 

Mr. Sazer. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you, at the instance Of the Communist Party, 
engaged in Communist Party activities or endeavored to do so within 
your union ? 

Mr. Sazer. I decline to answer, 
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Mr. Tavenner. Have you beenactive in the American J ewish Labor 
Council? « 

Mr. Sazer. Same challenge, same answer, the first and fifth. 

!Mr. Tavenner. Were you not executive secretary of that organ- 
ization? 

Mr. Sazer. I decline to answer on the first and fifth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it the purpose of that organization to advance 
the cause of communism iii this area? 

Mr. Sazer. Same-challenge, same answer, on the first and fifth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been activein the work of the Los Angeles 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born? 

Mr. Sazer. Same challenge, same answer. _ . . 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 
Mr; Sazer. Same answer* same challenge, -the first and fifth. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

The Chairman. The witness is excused.. 

Call another witness. • 

Will you raise your right hand, please?, I)o you, swear the. testi- 
mony you are about to -give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but .the truth, so help youlGod? , 

Mrs.- V ALLENS. I do. r ' 

TESTIMONY OE VIVIAN VALLENS, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

’’ BEN MAEGOLIS 

Mr; Tavenner; What is your name, please? , ,,, . ■ 

Mrs. Fallens. Vivian Vallens, 

Mr- Tavenner.; Will you spell. your- name ? 

Mrs. Vallens, V-i-v-i-a-n V-a-l-l-e-n-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted tliat ithe witness is accompanied by Mr. 
Ben Margolis of the California Bar, 

Are youMiss or Mrs. ? 

Mrs., Vallens. Mrs.’ < ,* 

Mr. Tavenner, What was your maiden name,? 

Mrs. Vallens, Meyerqwitz, _ - • • 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? ' * 

Mrs. Vallens. 9143 South Vicki Drive. - 

Mr. Tavenner. When and "where were you born ? 

Mrs.-VALLENs." New York City^February-5, 1930, _ • , , 

Mr,- Tavenner.; -When .did, you. move -to: Calif ornia with a view to 
making it the place of, your permanent residence? , V " • - 

Mrs. Vallens. 1944. - • * • , * 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? . - , ' 

- Mrs: Vallens. Housewife.. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you had 'any occupation other than- that.?, 
Mrs. Vallens. I have workehasabookkeeper. ’ 

Mr. Tavenner. I heard that you were an assembler; WasYthat cor- 
rect? Were you employed as an assembler? _ > 

Mrs. Vallens. I think I have had a job at one time as an assembler. 
Mr. Tavenner. When was that.? ' ’ \ - ' 

Mrs. Vallens. Several years back. ' ' « > 

’Mr. Tavenner. •- What -was the -general nature- of that ? 
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Mrs. Vallens. I fail to see what this has to do with this. I don’t 
see the pertinency of that question. I fail to see, whether I was in as- 
sembly, what that has to do with this particular investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is a matter of identification. 

Mrs. Vallens. Well, I am Vivian Vallens, and I am me. That 
identifies me. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the nature of the work of an assembler? 

Mrs. Vallens. I still fail to see what that has to do. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction, Mr. Chairman ? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the question. I don’t 
know what the purpose is. - 

Mrs. Vallens. I fail 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Vallens. If Mr. Chairman doesn’t know what the purpose 


The Chairman. But I think that counsel does. So it is a pre- 
liminary question, and I think you ought to answer it. 

Mi-s. Vallens. l ean barely hear you. 

The Chairman. I direct you toansWer the question. 

Mrs. Vallens. Would you re-askthe original question, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. What general type of work were you engaged 
in as an assembler ? 


Mrs; Vallens. Assembling parts for television sets. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee, in the course of its investigation, 
has learned that there has been a reorganization of the Communist 
Party in southern California; that, organizationally speaking, the 
area is now within the Southern District of California of the Com- 
munist Party ; and that that area is governed by a district council 
composed of 62 members. The committee is also informed that you 
area member of that district council. Is that correct? 

Mrs. Vallens. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
first amendment to the Constitution, which says that Congress shall 
make no law abridging freedom of speech and press or the right for 
people to petition. I further decline to answer that question on the 
basis of the fifth amendment, which says that no person can be com- 
pelled to testify against himself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend ; 

Mr. Margolis. The Witness has a ground. 

Mrs. Vallens. I also don’t feel that that question is pertinent. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been, your formal education ?< 

Mrs. Vallens. My formal education? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Vallens. I went to grammar school, high school, and one 
semester of college. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you attend college ? 

Mrs. Vallens. UCLA. 

The Chairman. Where did you say? 

Mrs. Vallens. UCLA. 


Mr. Tavenner. What year was that? 
Mrs. Vallens. 1947. 


Mr. Tavenner. Considerable emphasis was placed by Dorothy 
Healey in her report to the Southern California District convention, 
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held on April 13 and 14, *1957, .regarding youth actirities in the Coih- 
munist Party. The subject was .given 'consideration also at the Six- 
teenth National Convention of the Communist Party in New York, 
which was held in February^ 1957. ^ ■ 

Have you for many years been active in a Communist Party assign- 
ment in youth organizations? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Vallens. I feel that your question makes many assumptions 
that are not based on anything that factually is presented, and I, also 
feel that any orgamzatiohs I do or do not belong to are my own per- 
sonal affair and not' the business of .anybody else, and I refuse to 
answer that question on-the groundspreviously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me put the question this* way : .Were; you .active 
while a student in the organization of the American Youth for 
Democracy ? 

Mrs. Vallens. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Youth for Wallace organization? 

Mrs. Vallens. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Students Organizing Committee of the inde- 
pendent Progressive Party ? ‘ * 

Mrs. Vallens. Same, answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you no L, in fact,- president of the Patriots 
Club of the American .Youth- for Democracy ?- 
Mrs. Vallens. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not a member of the Students Organiz- 
ing Committee of the Independent. Progressive Party while you were 
atUCLA? 

Mrs: Vallens. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. After completion of your college work, were you 
not active in the work of ‘the- Labor Youth League, which was the suc- 
cessor to the American Youth for Democracy ? * 

Mrs. Vallens: Same answer.:, . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not elected to serve on the finance com- 
mittee at the convention of the Los Angeles County Labor Youth 
League held on July 14, 1956 ? 

Mrs. Vallens. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner., Were- you not, on August’2, 1956, elected to the po- 
sition/of social director of the Labor Youth League of Los Angeles 
County although you were not present at the rime of your election ? 
Mrs. Vallens. Same answer. 

' Ml Tavenner: Did you accept the office? - 

Mrs. Vallens. Same answer. “ 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you aware of the program established by 
Dorothy Healey in the field of youth ? 

Mrs. Vallens. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 
Mrs. Vallens.. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. , 

The Chairman. No questions. 

Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you swear the testi- 
mony you are about to give will be tjie truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing hut the truth, so help you God? , 

Mt.Baefskt. Ido. ■ 
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TESTIMONY OP LEO BAEFSKY, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, BEN 

MABGOLIS 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Baefsky. Leo Baefsky. 

Mt.Tavenner. Will you spell your last nanie? • 

Mr. Baefsky. B-a-e-f-s-k-y. 

Mr. Tavenner; It is noted that the witness is accompanied by Ben 
Margolis, a member of the California Bar. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Where do you reside, Mr. Baefsky ? 

Mr. Baefsky, 436 Brightwood, Monterey Park. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Baefsky. Chicago, 111 ; 

Mr. Tavenner. When? 

Mr. Baefsky. July 6 , 1919 . 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to California to make it 
the place of your permanent residence ? 

Mr. Baefsky. 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Baefsky. I am an accountant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been? 

Mr. Baefsky. Starting with grammar school ? 

Mt.Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Baefsky. Grammar school, high school in Chicago, a year and 
a half of college in Chicago, and the balance of my college education 
atUCLA. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete your college work? 

Mr. Baefsky. 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been engaged in youth activities of the 
Communist Par ty in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Baefsky. I don’t consider this a question which is pertinent 
to the legislative function. I consider it an infringement of my rights 
which are guaranteed me by the Constitution, For example, I think 
you are familiar with the fact that Article I says that Congress shall 
make no law abridging freedom of speech or the press or the rights 
of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the Government for 
a redress Of their grievances. I consider a question which discusses 
my activities is formed within the framework of this Article. 

The Chairman. Maybe I could point out to you the relevancy by 
reading to you a part of the report to the Southern California District 
convention by Dorothy Healey, in which she says : 

We are not in a position to project a definitive program of work among 
youth. We know that the future of our party lies in our ability to win youth 
to the cause of socialism, but while we cannot yet answer the question of what 
type of Marxist youth organization should emerge, we can state that high on 
the priority list of our party’s program, should be the planned and conscious 
approach toward the young people in the mass organizations and unions in 
which we [meaning the Communists] participate. 

Now it, is because of this statement we are interested in knowing 
about youth activities. 

Mr. Baefsky. Well, Mr. Chairman, as I understand it, questions 
must be pertinent to a legislative function, and legislation in the 
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field of ideas is forbidden, by the first amendment. As I pointed 
out previously, the first amendment says 

The Chairman. Yes. I have a speaking acquaintance with the 
first amendment and all the other amendments, but I am going to 
direct you to answer the question. 

' Mr. Margolis. I don’t think the witness had an opportunity to 
completely state his grounds. I think you interrupted him while he 
was stating them. 

Mr. Baefsky. I would like to ppint out, on the grounds previously 
stated, and I read the gist of the first amendment, and I would also 
like to point out that I refuse to answer the question under privilege 
afforded me under the fifth amendment,- which says that no person 
can be compelled to testify against himself. I add this without any 
indication of guilt on my part. 

Mr. Tavenner. The explanation made by the chairman taken from 
the report of, Dorothy Healey has reference to that report which she 
made at the first Southern California District convention of the Com- 
munist Party, held on April 13 and 14, 1957, Did you attend that 
convention? 

Mr. Baefsky. I am sorry, sir, I would like tp refuse to answer that 
question on the grounds previously stated. I consider the question 
infringes on my rights of association and of freedom of speech and 
action. , ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you not studied the very report that was re- 
ferred to by the chairman ? 

Mr. Baefsky. I am sorry, sir, I will have, to ref use to answer the 
question on the grounds previously stated.' The question is not perti- 
nent to legislative inquiry, as I understand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you aware of what is being done now by the 
Communist Party of the Southern District of California in the youth 
field? . ; 

Mr. Baefsky. I am sorry, sir, I consider any questions in this field 
not to be pertinent to a legislative inquiry, and I must stand upon the 
grounds previously stated in answering them. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have, been experienced, have you not,, in .the 
Communist Party work within youth organizations back to the 
time of your college days ; isn’t that so ? 

Mr. Baefsky. Mr. Interrogator, I must refuse tp, answer, any ques- 
tions on my political beliefs or political associations. , I consider them 
not. a fit arena for legislation. It is. expressly forbidden, by the first 
amendment. • 

Mr. Tavenner. "While at the University of California in 1945, were 
you not the executive secretary of the Four Freedoms Club of the 
American Youth for Democracy? ' 

Mr. Baefsky. As I said previously, I consider these questions, not, 
relevant to a legislative inquiry. Thus,.I must .refuse, to answer them 
on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t you on the editorial staff of the publica- 
tion known as Campus Currents which was put out by the Four Free- 
doms Club of' the American Youth for Democracy -of the Communist 
Party? 

. Mr. Baefsky. I must refuse - to answ.er on. the „ grounds previously 
state/3. • 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mr. Baefsky. I must refuse to answer again on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. The witness is excused. 

Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you swear the testi- 
mony you are about to give will he the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Parness. I do. 

TESTIMONY OP ESTELLE PARNESS, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

BEN MARGOLIS 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please? 

Mrs. Parness. Mrs. Estelle Parness. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that the witness is accompanied by Mr. 
Ben Margolis, member of the California Bar. 

What was your maiden name, Mrs. Parness ? 

Mrs. Parness. Estelle Kurland. .. 

Mr. Tavenner. Kurland. Spell it, please. 

Mrs, Parness. K-u-r-l-a-n-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? 

Mrs. Parness. Norwalk, 10515 Angell Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mrs. Parness. 1929, August 24, Phoenix, A'riz. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you move to California for the purpose 
of making it your permanent residence? 

Mrs. Parness. I believe it Was 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has learned of the contents of Dor- 
othy Healey’s report to the Southern California District convention 
of the Communist Party which she made at a meeting on April the 
13th and 14th, 1957. Are you aware of the contents of that report? 

Mrs. Parness. I can’t see how this question could possibly be rele- 
vant or pertinent to anything that the committee has in mind. And 
since the actions and questions of the committee violate the Constitu- 
tion and the Bill of Bights, as well as my own personal convictions, I 
will refuse to answer any questions of this committee that will violate 
the first amendment to the Constitution and abridge my freedom of 
speech and right to associate with whom I please, and I also will 
refuse to answer any questions which might incriminate me as guar- 
anteed by the fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, if you know 
what the plans of the Communist Party are, at this time, for the 
advancement of Communist Party objectives within youth organiza- 
tions ? 

Mrs. Parness. I cite my previous answer; 

(The witness .confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. The meeting to which I referred as being held on 
April 13 and 14, 1957, was a, meeting of the Southern California Dis- 
trict convention of the Communist Party. _ ‘There was also a meeting 
lafer on July 27, 1958, of the District Council of the Communist Party, 
Southern District, California. Our investigation does not disclose 
that you were present, but did you learn of the directives and the 
action taken at that meeting? 
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Mrs. Parness. Questions of this nature are intended simply to 
smear, blacklist, and hound people who may have a dissident, point 
of view and have the courage to express this point of view. I will 
continue to refuse to answer this question, and j cite my previous 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the Southern California Dis- 
trict convention held on April 13 and 14 ? 

Mrs. Parness. I cite my previous grounds. 

Mr; Tavenner. Have you. not been active for a long period of years 
in promoting the Communist Party objectives among youth organ- 
izations? 

Mrs. Parness. This committee exists primarily to intimidate decent 
people into fear of expressing, their ideas. This type of question is 
designed to do just that. I give the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please* what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mrs. Parness. Yes. I went to grammar school, high school,; and 
4 years of college. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you attend college? 

Mrs.. Parness. UCLA. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete your college work at 
UCLA? 

Mrs. Parness. I left school to get married in 1949, _ 

Mr. Tavenner. While at UCLA, were you the chairman of the 
UCLA Chapter of the Labor Youth League, which was the successor 
organization to the American Youth for Democracy and the Young 
Communist League ? 

Mrs. Parness. Any questions of that nature I. will give the same 
answer to. Any associations, organization, that I have belonged to 
are my own business. I will not be compelled by any committee to 
testify as to the nature of these organizations. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. After leaving the university, did. you not continue 
your work within the Labor Youth League ox California until the 
time of its termination in 1956 ? 

Mrs. Parness. Same .answer, . ' 

Mr, Tavenner, Are younow.a member of the Communist Party? 
Mrs; Parness. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. The witness is excused. 

Will you stand up, please? Do you swear the testimony you- are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing, but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Sarnoff. Ido. ; 

TESTIMONY OF IRVING SARNOFF, ACCOMPANIED BY COTTNSEL, 

BEN MARGOLIS 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir f «, 

• Mr. Sarnoff, Irving Sarnoff. . . 

* Mr. Tavenner. It is noted for the record that the witness is ac- 
companied by Mr. Ben Margolis, Of the California Bar. 

Whemand where were you Lorn, Mr. Sarnoff? 

Mr. Sarnoff. I was bom in New York City on May 25, 1930. 
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Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to the State of California 
to make it the place of your residence ? 

Mr. Sarnoep. 1946: 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Sarnoep. I am a car inspector. 

Mr. Tavenner. Railroad? 

Mt.Sarnoef. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your formal educational training? 

Mr. Sarnoep. I went to public school, grade school, and high school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were youin the ArmedForces of the United States? 

Mr. Sarnoep. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long? 

Mr. Sarnoep. Approximately 1 year. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in the work of a 
railroad car inspector? ~ ' 

Mr. Sarnoep. I don’t see where that question is pertinent. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me put it another way. What other work rec- 
ord have you had besides that of a railroad car inspector since being 
in California? 

Mr. Sarnoep. I don’t see where that question, sir, is pertinent to a 
legislative inquiry. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the question, Mr. Sar- 
noff. 

Mr. Sarnoep. If you wish — my employment in the place that I 
mentioned; I was. employed by the United States Army; and previous 
to that,. I was an assembler for Hoffman Television Company. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did your services in the military forces end? 

Mr. Sarnoep. March 26, 1952, 1 believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive an honorable discharge? 

Mr. Sarnoep. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Are you at this time a member of the District 
Council for the Southern California District of the Communist. 
Party? 

Mr. Sarnoep. On the ground of the first amendment, which pro- 
Mbitslegislative inquiries into the field of speech, the field of associa- 
tion, the field of ideas, I do not feel that this question is a proper 
question, and on the- grounds of pertinence relative to the fact that I 
don’t see how that question is pertinent to a legislative inquiry of this 
nature, and- on the' ground of the fifth amendment to the Constitution, 
which protects a witness from being a witness against himself, I 
would refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the Los Angeles County Commu- 
nist Party convention held on J anuary 5 and 6, 1957 ? 

Mr. Sarnoep. I would refuse to answer that question oh the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the California State convention of 
the Communist Party held on January 19 and 20, 1957? 

Mr. Sarnoep. I refuse to answer that on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is informed that you attended a 
convention of the newly formed Southern District of the Co mmunis t 
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Party of Southern California on April 13 and. 14, <1957. Is it true 
that you were there ? ' ■ ■ 

Mr. Sarnoef. I would refuse to answer that, question on the 
grounds previouslystated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you familiar with the. report of Dorothy 
Healey made at that convention relating ? particularly, to the Cmri- 
munist Party attitude toward work within youth organizations? 

Mr. Sarnoef. I would refuse to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you not been active in behalf of the; Com- 
munist Party in the promotion of its program among youth organiza- 
tions ? 

Mr. Sarnoef. I would refuse to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the American. Youth for 
Democracy organization? 

Mr. Sarnoef. I would refuse to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. As late as 1956 were you not the labor director of 
the Los Angeles County Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Sarnoef; I would refuse to answer that question on the 
grounds previously "stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not a member of the executive committee 
of the Labor Youth League-and in 1957 a delegate to the Labor Youth 
convention? 

Mr. Sarnoef. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Sarnoef. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. The witness is excused. 

Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you swear the testi- 
mony you are about to give will be the truth," the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Talbot. I do. 

The Chairman. Sit down. 

TESTIMONY OEWILLIAM W. TALBOT, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

.BEN MARGOILS 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your- name, please?. 

Mr. Talbot; William Talbot. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 

Mr. Talbot. T-a-l-b-o-t. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that the witness is accompanied by Mr. 
Pen Margolis, of the California Bar. 

When and where were you born, Mr. Talbot? 

Mr. Talbot. I was bom in Panguitch, Utah. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it? 

Mr. Talbot. P-a-n-g-u-i-t-e-h. 

Mr. Tavenner. What date? 
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Mr. Talbot. 1908. My parents and all four of my grandparents 
were likewise born in Utah. '■ 

.Mr. Tayenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Talbot. 1806 Montana Street, Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did yon first come to California to make it 
the place of your permanent residence? 

Mr. Talbot, The fall of 1950, 

Mr.. Taverner. ’50? 

Mr. Talbot. Yes. 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your formal educational training? 

Mr. Talbot. I graduated from the eighth grade, grammar school. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mr.. Talbot, Well, I have worked 11 years in mining. I worked 
in the building construction, canning factories* furniture factory, and 
the railroads, and machine-shops. Most of the time as a miner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state whether or not prior to 1950 you 
were an organizer of the Communist Party in Utah and Idaho?' 

Mr. Talbot. On the grounds that that infringes on my rights under 
the first amendment to the Constitution, I invoke the first amendment 
in answer to that question. 


m 
lions? 


Mr. Talbot. I think I will invoke the same answer to that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you not conducted Marxist classes over the 
period from May 3, 1953, to September 29, 1953 ? 

Mr. Talbot. Same answer to that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the State convention, the 
California State convention of the Communist Party, held in Los 
Angeles on January 19 and 20, 1957 ? 

Mr. Talbot. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not also a delegate to the Southern Cali- 
fornia District convention held on April 13 and 14, 1957? 

Mr. Talbot. I will give you the same answer to that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn’t you attend both of these conventions? 

Mr. Talbot. That involves my right of association, and I will cite 
the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of a trade union? 

Mr. Talbot. I will, cite the saine answer to that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Talbot. Same answer to that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

(Whereupon, at 11 :45 a.m. Friday, September 5, 1958, the subcom- 
mittee adjourned, subject to the call of the Chair.) 
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Public Law 601, 79th Congress 

The legislation under which the House Cominittee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress 1 1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: . 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House, of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled t * * * 

PiRT 2— RULES 'OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Rule X ’ . , , 

SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES ' 

& * * Jfc ' ^! L ^ 

IS. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist oTnine Members. 

‘ Rule XI 

PQWEES AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES , 

* * ■ (C %T Jfc >ff 

fq) (1) Committee on Un-Amedcan Activities. 1 Vi . t .. ( * ' 

(A). Un-America_n activities.' ^ ' 

. (2) 'The Committee on Tin? American Activities, ji&a, whole or by sub commits 
tee, . is authorised to make from time to time investigations of !(i) the extent, 
character* and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of .a domestic' origin* arid attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by Our Constitution! and.’ 
(Hi) all other questions in relation: thereto tha£ would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial 1 legislation. ' . L \ V “ M ~‘ . 

The Committee on Un-Americari Activities shall report to, the House (or. to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is riot in sessfon): the results of ariy sucIl investi- 
gation, together with su.ch recommendations as it deems advisable,: . > 

For the purpose of any ,such investigation,; the Committee on Um American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit arid act at such; 
times and places within^ the United < States, whether or not the Hpuse is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned,- to, hold such hearings, -to require the' attendance 
of srieft witnesses and the production olj such books, papers,, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary, Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or -by any 
member designated by ariv such chairman, 3 arid may be served by any person 
designated by ariy such chairman dr member,, ' ' ' ' 

* * , # # * ' / * * 

‘ , ; T RriLB ’ifl j ' 

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY 'STA'NDIN’G COMMITTEES * : ' ’ 

Sec. 13,6. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of tile laws 
and in developing such amendments.. or related legislation as it h nmy deem neces- 
sary, each standing committed of thd Senate and the House of* Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the, elution by the;' administrative 
f agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the jurisdic- 
tion of such committee; and* for that purpose, shall study all pertinent report 
and data submitted to the r Congress by the agencies in the executive branch r of 
the Government. 


HULKS ADOPTED . BY THE 86TH GONGHESS 
, House .Resolution, 7, January 7, 1959 

* v *■ ^ ■■ $ ' . *■ '* ^ ' * *, ■ * / 

Hui^e X 1 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

1. There shidl be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, ' ■ ■ 1 1 

% * * * * ¥ # 

(q) Committee on Un- American Activities, to consist of nine Members; 

# 4 = . ^ - 4 * ^ 

Euma XI 

foWEiik ANb 'ntmisS ov obMriiiTTEBs 

# ^ 4 = 4 - ' * $ # 

1$. Committee on Un-American Activities* 

(a) Un-American activities, 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as-a whple or by subcommittee, 

is authorized to make- from time to time investigations of (l).the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un 7 American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-Aifterican prop- 
aganda that is instigated from- foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks tftb : principle /of the form 6f government j as' guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and' (3) all 'other questions iri relation thereto that would aid: Congress 
in ahy necessary remedial Ifcgialatibh, V h - 

The Committee oh Un-American Activities shall report" to jthje House ’(or to the 
Clerk of 1 tM House if the House is hdt in session) tM results of any such ihyestL- 
ghftoii, together wiili £hdh recdmfnendhtions as.it deems ad Viable. ^ 

Por- the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee- on Un-American 
Activities, or &iiy suScommiit6e h thbreor/is authorised* to rsit and act at such times 
aiid places “within the United; States, whether of hot the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjpufned, to hold such hearings, to: requite the attendance 
of such witnesses and the 1 production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to tike such testimony, as it "deems necessary, Subpenas may be issued under 
the’ Signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by aiiy 
member designated ^by any such chairman^ and 1 may be served by any person 
designated 1 by any sUcii chairman 6r member: 1 - 

# * ' ' i - * £ * $ 

2Q, To assist the House iri appraising the Administration of the laws and hi 
developing stich amendments of related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee Of the House shall exercise Continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws> the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction .of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in. the executive brapclvot the-Qov.ernment*, ^ 


i 


I , * , • . I 


THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT OF THfi 
h COMMUNIST. PARfY - 

• : r ^Structure — Objectives^Leadership ■' 

’ . ” ’ , (Part 3) : ■ i 


^ . . . * . TUESlj AT, FEBRUARY S4,. 1959. 

, , •. P'nited Sjtates House ,oe I^iffiSEireAijvES^ , " 

, .SinJCQMMrEEEE Or TIJE, , ‘ , 

■Co MMITTEft' ON. T Jn 1 - AjIERI CA N' AcTrVITI I'-.S , ' 

* ■' ' Los Angeles, Califs 

. \ EpiCUTTVE* SESSION 1 <\ 

The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
ursuant to call, at 9 :30 a.m.,. in room- S29, Federal- Building, ; Uos 


Committee members present : Tie,presen(atiVes Francis E. ‘ Walter,, 
of Pennsylvania; Morgan M. MouMer^-bf Missom-i; ahd August 'U 
Johanseii, of Michigan . h J . . ; ; ■ * 

; ’.Staff mfembers present : Frank S. TavenneV/Jr., coiin'sel ; William Ai 
Wlieeler, investigatbr; and Mrs: William A^^Wheeler, : actiiig -clerk. 

- Chaiiman WAM^. The comnutfee- will come ! t6 order.’ ‘ 

.Will, you raise your right hand, please 1 ?' Do. you swear the testi- 
mony you 'are about to give will be the 'truth, the' whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? , - it 

Mrs. Mitchell. I do. ; 1 * 1 ■ ' * : ' 

*1 ■ '.V 

TESTIMONY ’MITCHELL, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL; 

; JEAN JODWELL 

Mr. TAyBNMERi State-ypuirnaine,-ipiease. * *• j-/ , 

' - Mrs. 'Mitchell. Charlene Mitchell: • ■ .• 

Mr.TAvENNHR: Mi^orMrs:? 1 ‘ 

'Mfs,MCTC^tL. MrsI *... , A . 1 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you are’ accompanied, by cbunsel. 
Mrs. Mitchell. Iam._ vi . ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Counsel, -will' you please identify- yourself? 

Miss Kid wellj Miss . J ean KidwelI,.Pestana. & Kid well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the Lois Aiigelels Bar ? 

■ MissKiDWELL. Yes; ' ’ .< ''' r ‘ 


Released b'y the committee abd ordiered'to be. printed. . 11 1 

v The.^seciitivcMestimDnr, herewith released formedi.par.t of , the ^background 1 ) Information 
ou which is basqd'the ^Report oh the J Southern; California District of the Conumrnlst’ 
Party rt Structure — ObjeetiTes^I^tadershlp’/^ «H + 209 ^ 'rolfeiised by- the Committee 

bu/TJN-AmjerlCAh^ActiVitleB jon,A L pr:?3, 19 r 5&, t a , 5 - ^ t 

2%T 
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Chairman Walter. This is a. continuation of the hearing begun by 
the Committee on Un-American Activities in Los Angeles, Septem- 
ber 2, 1958. It is authorized by a resolution adopted by the committee 
on the 23d day of January 1959, which reads as follows : 

Be it resolve^ That a hearing by the Committee on Un-American Activities^ 
or a subcommittee thereof, to be held ih 'LoS: Angeles, Califs or at such other, 
place or places as the chairman may designate, on such date or dates as the 
chairman may determine* be> authorized and approved, including the conduct 
of investigations deemed reasonably necessary by the staff in preparation there* 
for, relating to the. ekfenf, /Character, and objects of 'Communist Party activities 
in California, with special reference to such activities in southern California, 
the legislative purpose being : 

1, (a) To obtain additional information for use by the committee in its con- 
sideration of section 16 of PLR, 9352 relating to the proposed amendment of 
section 4 of the Communist Control Act of 1954 referred to the Committee on 
Un-American Activities pn August 19, 1957* prescribing a penalty for knowingly 
and willfully becoming or remaining a member of the Communist Party with 
knowledge of the purpose or objectives thereof ; and 

(b) To obtain additional information,, adding to the committee's overall 
knowledge on the subject so that Congress may be kept informed and thus pre- 
pared to enact remedial legislation in the national defense and for internal 
security,ywhen and if the exigencies of the situation require it 

2* In the exercise of continuous watchfulness of the execution by the adminis- 
trative agency concerned of laws, the subject matter of which is within the 
jurisdiction of this committee, to obtain information to assist the House in 
appraising the; administration of such laws and in developing such amendments 
or related legislation as the committee may deem necessary. 

Be it farther resolved^ That the hearings may include any other matter within 
the jurisdiction of the committee, which it* or any subcommittee thereof appointed 
to conduct this hearing, may designate. 

Let the record show that pursuant to law and the rules of this, com- 
mittee, I, as chairman^ appointed a subcommittee for the purpose of 
conducting these hearings composed of Representatives Morgan M. 
Moulder and August B. Johansen, as associate members, and myself, 
Francis E. Walter, as chairman. , 

The order of appointment of the subcommittee will be set forth in 
the record at this point. 

(The order of appointment is as follows :) 

February 5 t 1959. 

'To*: Mr. Richard Arens, Staff Director; ^Hoyse Committee on Un-American 
Activities. ' , 

Pursuant to the provisions of the law and ithe rules of this committee, X hereby 
appoint a subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities, consisting 
of Representatives Morgan M. Moulder*- ahd> August E: Johansen als associate 
members, and myself, Francis Rf. Walter* as, chairman,; to conduct hearings in 
executive session in Los Angeles, Calif,, Tuesday, February 24, 1959* at 10 a.m., 
on subjects under investigation by the committee and take such testimony on 
said day or succeeding days, as it may deem necessary. Please make this action 
d matter of committed record! - ^ 

If any member indicates his inability to serve, please notify me. 

Given under my hand, this fifth day of February, 1959. 

h /s/ Fsaucis R Walter, 

Chairman, The Committee oil Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Walter. The committee resolution adequately sets forth the 
subject and purposes of this hearing. As stated at the inception of 
the hearing in September, information has come to.the ( committee of 
renewed Communist Party -activities iii this area* , The direction and 
extent of this- renewed activity and its purposes are deemed by the 
committee -to be of such importance to the welfare and defense of 
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the country as to justify this investigation in order that remedial 
legislation may fee' .recommended designed to. meet new threats of . 
subversion: - 1 * ’ • . .. 

You may pro'ceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

r .Mrs. Mitchell. I have a statement that I would like, to submit 
before'the’committee if 'this ^possible. * ' 

Mr. Waiter. You may submit the. statement and it will be made a 
part of our records. « . 

Mr. Tavenner.; ' 3tate your address, please. * • ; 

u Mrs. Mitchell. 2411 West 23d,Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Los Angeles? 

Mrs. Mitchell. ..T hat is right. • ’ " , . - 

Mr. Tavenner. When, and where were you born ? 

Sirs. Mitchell. 1930; in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your maiden name? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Alexander. • , - . V 

Mr., Tavenner^ Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your formal- educational training has been?. ‘ , ' 

Mi's. Mitchell. The usual grammar school, high school, and com- 
pleted, 2, yeays of college. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you attend college ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. .Herzl Junior College in Chicago; Ilk 
Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of .the completion of your, 
work? . ...... , 

Mrs. Mitchell. I think June of 1930. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you. first come to California to make it 
your place of residence? ( • 

.Mrs, Mitchell. About 4 years ago. - . • 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to' that? * ' - 

Mrs. Mitchell. Chicago, 111, . 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? ‘ _ -■ 

Mrs. Mitchell., I ref use to answer that question on allthe-grovmds 
afforded me-by the United States Constitution. 

’ Mr. Tavenner. Are you at this time a salaried employee of the 
Communist Party. .in the Southern District of California?., 

Mrs. Mttchell. Same answer. . .. . . 

Mr. Tavenner. What -was your first employment after coming to 
California 4 years ago? . > 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. f • 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your occupation in Chicago before 
coming to California? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. • , 

' ’ Mr. Tavenner. Will you be a little more definite as to the time that 
you came -here? , . . ■* 

. Mr s. MjnrcHEEL. It is roughly 4 years ago, I can’t remember . the 
exact date. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you sent here by the Communist Party from 
Chicago? '< I- -r--‘ - * 

Mrs. Mitchell..,!, stiand on the previous grounds.. „ . ‘ ; - , / 

Mr. Tavenner.' .’When you-first came from Chicago to California did 

you.engage in' youth work in’this area ? ,.. ... ‘ . • 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same - answer. ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. Bji youth work,' I mean youth work vvithin the ; 
Communist. Party. 

3S258 — 89— pt.8 0 — — ~ — • 
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Mrs.' Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mfc Tavenner. Were yCU associated’ from the time of your arrival 
in Los Angeles to a comparatively recent date with the Labor Youth 
League? . * 

' Mi's. J^tohEll. You' are going into the field of my affiliations and 
associations, and I must refuse to answer oil the grounds afforded me 
by the -United States'Goilstitutiom ' * * 

Mr. Tavenner. What grounds are those ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. All of- the grounds’of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. .Are you relying upon that part of the fifth amend- 
ment relating to self -incrimination ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. The Constitution and all its amendments. 

Mr. Moulder. Mr. Chairman, ’may I interrupt? May I ash that 
the witness be directed to answer the Question for the reason that there 
should be some showing ‘of’ whethfef or not she is acting in good faith 
in claiming the protection of the Constitution.' 

M 1 ’. Wat/ter. Yfe; I ditectyoU to answer that question. 

Mr§. Mitchell. I refuse oil the grounds of the. first, the fifth, and 
all those amendments - that protect my rights. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think I should read into the record 
that the Labor , Youth League was; cited by Attorney Genera,! J. How- 
ard McGrath in his letter released Augiist 30, 1950, as a “Communist 
organization” which “has taken the place of the two prior organiza- 
tions as the organization for young Communists,”— that is, the Young 
Communist League and American Youth for [Democracy. 

Did you attend 'the Labor Youth League convention held in Los 
Angeles in July of 1956 ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I refuse to. answer on the grounds previously men- 
tioned. “ ' ‘ ! , ( - 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you. not one of me seven members of the pre- 
siding committee of that convention ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same uhswei*. ’ , 

Mi’- Tavenner. The Labor Youth League is npt now in existence, 
is it? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know why it went out of existence ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact that it went out of existence because 
its activity had become pubjicly knowii and, therefore, it could not be 
supported? Is that not true? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

, Mr. Tavenner. Are you at this time a ffieirtber at large of the Com- 
munist Party of the United States ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. You are again goinginfo the field of associations, 
affiliations, and I must refuse to answer you on the previous, grounds 
that I mentioned.. , , < ... - 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member at Large of the National Com- 
mittee of the Commuiiist Party-ofthe United States ? 

Mrs-. M itchell. That is the same question, apd the same. answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in attendance at a meeting of the District 
Council of the Communist Party for Southern -California held on 
July 27, 1958, at which time a: report was made by delegates who 
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attended a meeting of the - National Comimttee' of the Communist 
Party held in New York City. June 28, 1958? a y 

Mrs, Mitchell* I stand on all previous grouridsunentioned- * 

Mr,‘ Walter* May I interrupt at that point, Mr, iTayenner.^ I 
think it -is very important if we could possibly induce this witness 
totelluswhathappenedatthatmeeting; r ; ' * ; * 1 * 

Mr* Tavenner* I am asking her about a- meeting which sheattended 
in LoS' Angeles, the purpose of which was to= receive reports from the 
delegates’ who attended the national committee meeting: 

| Dorothy Healey, who, according to the committees information, is 
the' head of the Communist Party in. tW Southern iDfetridrof Cali- 
fornia, and is also a member of the National Committee of the* Com- 
munist Party, made an extensive report to the + Southern California 
District convention in April 1957 v That report lias been introduced 
in evidence as exhibit 7 in her testihiony* I want to read to you f rom 
apageof thati-eport: * ^ ■* - * 

Youth* We are not hr a position to project a definitive program of work aipbng 
youth. We know that the future of our party lies in our 'ability to win -youth 1 to 
the causeof socialism. But while we cannot yet answer the question pfuwiiat 
type of Marxist youth* organisation -shoukLemerg^ can state that highputhe 

priority list on our party’s program should be the planned and conscious &Pr 
proach toward the young people in the mass organizations and unions, in \yhich 
we participate. This means developing teen-^e programs^im those organizations, 
designed .to answer the needs and interests ofi young people:. * (■/ /!> 


Mrs* Mitchell* All of these" thiiigs, it seems 1 to me, that , you/ are 
reading, are matters, of public record* 3J just don’tthihk the committee 
is really -interested in these things* - 1 think it is more interested* in 


is really -interested in these things* - 1 think itus more mterested* m 
harassing people, ‘ ^ + 1 1 , ^ V '■ 

Mr, Tavenjsjer, We are’ more interested in whether you krt^w about 

it:- ' , . 5 ' • • 

Mrs. MncHEiL, I just refuse to -answer on the grounds I have al- 
ready given you* i ; j _ \ " ^ 

Mr* Tavenker. Were you hot 'made cochairmah of the Youth 
Commission of the Communist Party in Southern, Calif orrda f or the 
purpose of carrying out the directives that came down * frbhi the; n a- 
tiorial committee aiid as reported by Dorothy Healey?’; ; 

° Mrs* MjtoheLl* I must refuse; f to ahsweh these- questions/on -the 
grounds that I HaWalready given you* T ■ 1 . 1 T 

Mr, Tavenner- Will you tell the conrmittephow.many pei’sons com- 
pose the Youth Commission of the Communist Party, m this' area? 

' Mrs* MrtcHEnn* r Saine answer* 1 " + w ’ + ^ 1 ; ; ' r \ 

Mr* Tavener* Wa^ Ethel Biskarmade-y^^ ' t ^ 

Mrs. Mitchell. Shme answer,/ ? - ‘ ; " 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Shifra Goldman a member ofyour Youth Coiri- 
mission? / ' ■ * , , * " ^ * 1 

; Mrs; Mitchell. Itseems to mVthatyoii have'subp^^ 

Why Shojuld I, have- to testi% : about otli&r people ? I [am not going to 
gite to 1 tins committee ahy ‘kind qf J names or anything^ else th^tvinay 
Belpthis* cotiiihiftee* T refuse to -answer that Question op the previous 
..grounds mentioned* ; * ‘ ''-&****'" ■ 

J Mr, Tayenner* May I have a direction that the witness answer the 
question? 1 

Mr, Walter. You are so directed. 
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Mrs. Mitchell. I refuse to answer the question on, -the grounds 
previously stated. # «. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Eleanor Smitha member of this* commission? 

Mrs; Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was, a person by the name of TSdward Enfiajian a 
member of this Youth Commission .at one time ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

# Mr. Tavenner. Was he not dropped from this commission and, re- 
lieved of responsibility on it because bis activities on this commission 
might publicly identify him as a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I must refuse; to answer on the previous grounds 
mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many youth organizations of the Communist 
Party are there in the Southern District of California ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. You are changing these questions around just like 
that, but the same answer. < 

Mr. Tavenner, At the begining of 1^59, were there not three .youth 
clubs inoperation in this area ? . '* 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer.. 

Mr; Tavenner.. Were not one or two adult members of the Com- 
munist Painty assigned'to each club ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. ^ . - 

Mr. Walter. What were the names ofethe clubs, Mr. Tavernier?- 

Mr. Tavenner. One was a study group, according to the committee’s 
information, known as Shifra Goldman Group.. Is that correct? 

Mrs. Mjtchell.. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner.-, You and August Maymudes were assigned to a 
more advanced group of the young Communist group, were you not? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I stand on the previous grounds mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. The third group that I mentioned was made up qf 
ex-members of the Labor YouthLeague, is that not true ? 

MiA Mitchell. Samp answer. , . 

Mr, Tavenner, Is it.noba fact that Admiral Dawson was the adult, 
member who was-assigned to this last mentioned group ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. ;Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, if qur information is correct that 
you are cochairman of the youth movement ip this area, you refuse to 
give this committee any information about tlie advancement of its 
work? r [ 

Mrs. Mitchell. It seems to. me if this committee is, at >11 interested 
in subversives then they should really go where the subversives >re. 
I know nothing of why tjiis committee has to come to Los Angeles 
when time after time, incidents of terrors and bombings take place 
against my people, the Negro people in- the South, even here, as a mat- 
ter of fact, and this committee does nothing about that but here it 
comes into Los. Angeles to investigate, as it calls it,, so-called subver- 
sives. This I can’t understand, It seems to me if this conunitt.ee is 
really interested then they can investigate the KEK,.the White Citi- 
zens Council, any number of organizations that are really subverting 
this organization. * 
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1 Miv Walter. You know the difference between those 'activities- 
and the activities we are investigating* I am not going /to waste 
my breath reminding you Of what they are. • : 

Mr* Moulder, Do you "consider the Cdnnnmiist Party as being a 
political party, or would you consider it to be a subversive activity? 

Mrs* Mrr chell. You are again asking me as to opinions and ideas.* 
I will discuss these things with you in an- open forum but I am not 
going to answer you that in this type of committee "hearing* 

Mr* Moulder* My conclusion is that 'you consider the Communist 
Party or’ the* Communist Party activities asno t being subyersive* 

J Mrs* Mitchell, When : and if we want to disciiss L the ideas' and opin- 
ions of any organization, then maybe we could go and discuss them in 
an- open forum but I will not sit here in 1 this room and discuss these 
opinions with' you. ^ ‘ ' 

M^Tavenner. Why? 

Mrs* Mutchell. Because I feel I would be giving up my constitu- 
+ tional liberties and I would* not be acting as a decent American- citizen: 
Mr! Tavenner. Is hot'the actual reason that you do not want to give, 

. ' information regarding the activities of the Communist Party because 
then ©dngres^ will have the r fullfcicts? r , 

M r rs* Mitchell*: It sterns to me that Congress has an awful lot of 
facts- on aii awful lot of thiiigs and they have not done hfuch about it, 
especially this committee* ^ : 

* Mr* Tavenner. We :are 'gathering more facts all the time and we 
- hope to get some from you* * We certainly- have obtained complete 1 
inf ormation about this community, 1 ' “ ' 1 - * ' h ' 

Mrs, Mitchell* Did you get facts about Little Hock ? 

MLTayenner. Yes,wehaye* , ' / > 

*' Mrs. Mjtqhell* You liavnnot moved on Little Rock tod yon have 
beenheretwicfe ' ' 1 + g ~ " . : ' v 

Mr. Tavenner* We have obtained facts about What the : C ommunisb 
Party wants' to do ( ab out infiltr ati on' and that, you are a member of the 
national committee. Wliat do ; youimow 'about that? , . 

" ’Mv, Wali'er* About what? ' ' _ r 

.Mr* Tavenneri About the*; decision 'of the Communist Party to 
ihMtralBintoth^KAACP; / ^ ‘ ' + 

Mrs* MitchelL* I have not violated any laws* ! ' 

Mr* Tatonner! That is not my question* You brought up the 
question, nowletus follpwit. ' * * 

Mrs* Mitchell, Then I refuse to answer the question on the grounds 
previously mentioned, F ‘ : ' 4 H r *' ' ' 

Mr. Moulder* May I ask what knowledge of subversive activities 
youhaveatLittle:Rock? Y ^ ‘ ' 1 r -. r 

¥ . >-Mrs; Mitchell* It seems to me that this/ whole committee shojuld,. 
if it does not, know, Imd^Uboutthe qu^tiomof Goverhor Faubiiswlio 
haarefused over and over again to, follow the Supreme Court f s mandate 
of 1954 outlawin g segregated schools, when children are haviiig to goto 
schools’ withhayohets .at tliein aiid' then all Of a sudden they carft £0 
that way because the Congress has mot yet seen, fit to -pass A bill that 
will protect those children* , 

Mr. MouLDER* Do you have such a personal knowledge ? .. ; 

Mrs. Mitchell* There is a child who goes to Los Ajigeles.-High 
School because he could not go- to a decent school in Little Rock/ My 

i. ■ ' - 
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father icomes from Georgia, where, when he ^ent to Georgia, they 
strung him 1 up on a poleoutside of a high school. X know about these 
things? and I know the sheriff knew and I -know there are Congressmen 
who sit in Congress- who sit there in defiance of the 14th amendment. 
Because they amsupppsed to be elected by the people who vote. Here 
are people in Mi ssissippi-^nly three-tenths of 1 percent of Negroes 
in Mississippi can vote. If inis is not subverting the Government, 
then I don ? t know what is. * It seems tame this committee should be 
perfectly willing to investigate such activity. 

Mr. Walter. That is not within our jurisdiction, but since you have 
be r en so* willing to (talk, why do you not talk about the things pertinent 
to this hearing? . 

Mr, Tavenner. In the February 25, 1957, issue of The New Leader 
there is an article entitled a U.S. Communists Convene, >J by Walter K- 
Lewis. I read this paragraph : 

* ^ * Tlte GoiaioiiEistS' directed special emphasis to the NegrfrqiiesfcioiL Spsfcheir 
declaration of principles* and Carl RacMIn reported that a major effort to ih- 
the Nationals AssociationTo^ the. Advancement of Colored People and the 
National Urban ^League shoiilUhe anticipated. 

What has been done in this area to carry out. what was indicated 
should anticipatedin thisfield? 

, Mrs., Mitchell. I musi^ stand on my constitutional rights and re- 
fuse to answer the question. 

r Mf^. Tavenn er, 'As- a matter *of fact,; have you not advanced $45 of 
Communist Party money tp a, member of ihe l^AACf* 'at tJCLA and 
you did it in the name of the Youth Commission of the Communist 
Party? r ‘ ' t t 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr.* Moulder. That is :a very interesting point* Do you mean by 
the same answer that you are claiming protection of the ffftli amend- 
ment of the Constitution? ' ' 

Mrs. Mtechell. All, the grounds; that. I previously stated. * 

( Mr. Tavenner. On September 2i, i958, there was .a district ^Coun- 
cil meeting of the Southern California Communist Pai^y^and accord- 
ing to the committee’s information, you. were present. Before I ask 
you any questions about that, I want to ask^you whether or not it is 
true that you are one of the 62 members of the District Council of the 
Communist Party for the Southern .District of California? 

Mrs. Mitchell. You are questioning again in, the game way and I 
givp the same answer. ( . L ' ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you not one of the 10 executive board members 
oftoe^district council? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

I s itjiiofc true that Pom Wheeldin, bef ore Ae 1 resigned 
on March 26, 19§$, wos al§o ;a,^meinbeVrof this same executive hoard 
withyou? t / ^ t ■ - , d 

Mrs, Mitchell, Same answer.^ . ; 

Mr. Tavenner.. Is it not ; true that Horace V. Alexander was .1 of 
the 10 members;? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thomas Creed? 

Mfs. v MiTCHELL. answer* 

Mr. Tavenner. Cornelius Crowe ? 
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Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer.' *t . * ; . 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it:not a fact that Ben Dobbs is also -a member 
with you? ‘ ' 

Mrs. Mitchell.. Same answer. ' , 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not- also a fact that Bernard "Lusher, who is 
prominent in the field of. labor, is also .a member of this executive 
board with you ? ; * * Vt f 

Mts.Mitchell. Same answer. ' . 

MATavenner. And Nemmy Sparks? 1 \ ‘ *’ .r- 1 

Mts.Mitchell. Same answer. ■ ' . . * 

Mr.. Tavenner; When Don'Wheeldin resi^ned^’according to -the 
- committee’s information, it was planned that* William Taylor,, form- 
erly of. Washington, : D.C.-, was slated to become a .member* of the 
board. Has he yet become a member ? • * « f • - ' ' * „ 

Mrs., Mitchell. Same, answer. • ‘ > 

Mr. Tavenner. I referred -you to the fact,, according to the com- 
mittee’s.informatiom, that there’was afnfeeting on September 1958 — 

that was after the committee’s hearing here in Los Angeles last Sfep 1 
. tember — of tlie District Council of the '.Communist Party for the 
Southern District 'of California, and that you were present.- I. want 
to ask you some questions about that meeting. • , * ' • 

In fact, I have what purports to be a copy of -the' minutes of that 
meeting. Will you examine it, please, and .state* whether or hot the 
action reported there was the action at that meeting. “ ’•'* 

(Papers handed to the witness.) * ’ . 

Mr, Tavenner. Can you identify that document us a copy- of the 
minutes? r > ' ' 1 * 

Mrs: Mitchell Same answer. * \ ' ’ "i 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Mitchell Exhibit No. 1.” _ * ■ •> 

Mr. Walter. It may be marked and made, a part of? the record; 
"(Document* marked “Mitchell Exhibit No. 1”- and’retained’in com- 
mittee files.) 1 

4 Mr. Tavenner. According to the -committee’s information and as- 
stated. on those minutes, the. meeting was held at Park -Manors 607 
South Western Avenue in Los Angeles. Is that not correct?’ < j 
Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. » * • i . ‘ - 

Mr. Tavenner, Exhibit l,;which’I showedyou; has a statement that 
there were in attendance 42 delegates. and one visitor. ?'• . ■*’ 

Mrs. MiTCHELL. Who was the Visitor? 1 • '• * * 

Mr. Tavenner. Paragraph -C,- at the bottom.; of the first page; .is- as' 
follows : , , ' ' - - , - • • < r , : <4-* - * - . < - i ' . . 

Dorothy reported for the district board .on he experiences,' lessons, ahd .of 
the recently concluded hearings of 'the House Un-American Activities' Commit- 
tee. Twelve delegates spohe^ in the discussion. - r ■ ' * 

What did Dorothy Healey’ have to ’say about the hearing! of the 
Coriimitteeon Un-American Activities ? " •>" J ' ' ‘ ‘ ’ 

•Mrs. Mitchell. Same question and same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You seem to-be smiling. Something of - ah unusual 
character must have occurred. ■ - - . 

Mrs. Mitchell. No; I am laughing because ydu a're asking me-the 
same questions in a different manner. a 1 • 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did Dorothy Healey at this meeting explain why 
the* .-Communist Party , did riot call a meeting of - the subpenaed 
witnesses? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr; Tavenner. Did she not explain before that meeting that it was 
much better that a districtwide -meeting of all the subperiaed people 
be held under the auspices of the Citizens Coirimittee To Preserve. 
American Freedoms? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Citizeris Committee To Preserve American 
Freedoms did hold such a meeting im August of 1958, did it.not? 

. Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr., Tavenner. I ask the witness be directed to answer the question; 

Mr. Walter. You are so directed. 

Mrs. Mitchell. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds 
afforded me by the Constitution and all its amendments.' 

Mr*' T avenner. Frank Wilkinson was one of .the speakers, was'-ihe 
not’?. r 

Mrs.. Mitchell. Same answer. 

_ Mr. Tavenner. - Y arious subperiaed witnesses, including Don Wheel- 
din, were called upon to stand up at the meetirig, and some of -them 
spoke, did- they not ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I , stand on the previous grounds mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner.. What functionary of the Communist Party made 
the arrangements for, or negotiated with, the Citizens Committee to 
Preserve American Freedoms -for the sponsoring of that meeting? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I stand on the previous grounds mentioned!: 

Mr. T a venner. Was it the purpose of- this meeting to encourage or 
induce the subpenaed witnesses to stand together in defying this 
committee? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Citizens Committee 
to Preserve American Freedoms in August of 1958 ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I will riot discuss my affiliations with any organi- 
zation before- this coinmittee. I refuse: to answer on the .previous 
grounds mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner.- Were you present at the meeting of the Citizens 
Committee to Preserve American Freedoms? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I now want to go back to this meeting of the District 
Council of the Southern District of California, Communist Partyj at 
which Dorothy Healey^ according to the minutes, spoke pf the experi- 
ences and lessons of the hearing before this committee, and I ask you 
whether or not she- did not admit to the group to which she was’speak- 
irig that the committee in questioning her had correct information of 
what, had transpired at a former meeting of the District Council. 

Mrs. Mitchell. I must refuse- to answer on the, grounds previously 
mentioned. 

Mr ; Tavenner., Did she not tell you that the information was' so 
accurate that the committee must have had the meeting room bugged 
or had an informer present? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 
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,Mr. Taverner.. Referring again- to exhibit 1, the ipiimtes, I made 
reference, to. the statement! in the minutes that 12 delegates -spoke in 
the discussion, relating to the comniitt^e. ' . , ‘ . 

Who were some of them,? • ,* \ ■ 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same, answer. , . t 

■ Mr.-. Tavenner. Did Sophie Silver, -as one of “them, discuss the Tack 
of security which exists in the Communist ‘Part# of the Southern Dis^ 
trict of California.? . , , • , ' *’ i 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer, . s ., . , 

, Mr. Tavenner.. Incidentally, was not >a security' provision taken a!t- 
the holding of this very meeting designed to deceive the'p'ubli'c as to 
the nature of the meeting that was being held? _ . ~ T * 

Mrs. M itchell. Same answer; ‘ ... k . . 

, Mr. Tavenner. W as -there not placed" on the announcement , board' at 
the Park Manor a sign that yout meeting was the “Midtown F orum” 1 
. Mrs, Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was iiot Harry Hunt, also a, speaker on the subject 
of the committee ? , T 

; Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer,, . , * _ . 

Mr. Tavenner. Did not Wally Talbot.also participate in the debate ? 
Mrs, M itchell, Same, answer.,. j r . t ... ‘ 

'Mr.. Tavenner,- You were cotreasufer with a white person for* the 
subpenaed- witnesses’ -fund,. were you not.?, 

. Mrs. Mitchell. Do you ahvays make this’ big difference? , 

Mr. Yavenner. What big difference.? - 

Mrs. Mitchell., Is, it something that is a white person ? Do you 
always make.such a, difference? 

Mr. Tavenner. I am in this, .case. , ■ , " V" 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. ; -r*. ' 

Mr, T avenner. I will state why. As 1 of the. 12 persons who dis- 
cussed the hearing of the committee,, did you not charge that the 
white Communist Party members were discriminating against, yo, u 
by turning oyer their money to the white cotreasurer instead of paying 
you? ’ . * 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. ,* - . 

Mr. Tavenner. You .specifically charged, did you, not, that, Henry 
Sazer was guilty of this type of conduct in connection with a $10 
contribution made by him? ; ’ . , . . ' 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer.. . ' ‘ ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Exhibit 1, constituting the.minutes of the meeting, 
shows that a motion was made, seconded, and carried, that the party 
be mobilized, to participate in the campaign, .to abolish the House 
Urn American Activities' Committee. You recall', that, do you iiot ? 
Mrs., Mitchell. Same answer. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Was aiiy .action taken on your, complaint with regard . 
to discrimination against a, Negro member by the white members of 
the Communist Party with regard to payment of contributions ? - 
Mrs. Mitchell. I. don’t understand the question. / , ’ 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any actjon taken at the meeting with regard- 
to the complaint made by -you that you were being discriminated 
against? . - ■ 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. , - • , J :• -• , 
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Mr. Moulder. You 'were referring to discrimination a little while 
ago in tittle KOck arid elsewhere. Don’tyou -Nish to givems informa- 
tion. about any discrimination which might 'he going oil within the 
Communist Party ? ' „ 

Mrs. .M’rrr.Btij’rj. . The outward terror, the harassment,, the murder or 
Njegrpes that has takeh place in the South,, in hiy opinion, is com- 
parable— there is nothing comparable to it. 

Mr. Moulder, I mean the principle of it* in&yb& not to the same 
degree, but the principle; ‘ ’ _ 

’ Mrs. Mn'CHKih. X don’t think the principle -any where else is the 

same. " ' ... .... .. ... .. T ,- 

Mr. Moulder. You were complaining about discrimination; rr n 
is false, .would you not want to deny it? 

Mrs* Mitchell. I will neither deny nor affirm anything this com- 
mittee wants to know regarding my aviations or ideas. 

Mr. Tavenner, The committee has information, that the last meet- 
ing of the district Council of the Southern California Communist 
Party T 7 as held at the same place on October 1958, and that the. 
attendance at this meeting had fallen off io. about 30 members* Gan 
you account for this percentage of decrease in attendance? 

Mrs, Mitchell. I stand on the previous grounds mentioned. 

' Mr. TAvennee. Is Bernard Lusher chairman of the Labor Commis- 
sion of the Communist . Party for the Southern California District 
of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. . Mitchell. Same answer. ' 

Mr. Tavenner 1 . Did he report at this meeting held on October 24 
of tbe advantages of uniting in one gronp all the labor members from 
the different sections and clubs of the Cbnmmmst Party? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. ... . 

Mr . Tavenner. Did he not publicly state im that meeting that the 
main purpose of this type of organization was' to influence the political 
thmkuig of the people in the unions? 

Mrs. MrrckELL. I stand on the grounds previously mentioned. 

Mr. Walter. Did he say what he meant by political thinking?' 

Mt^Tavenner. No, sir. 

You yvere present at that meeting ; -were you hot? 

MrsiMiTCHELL. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner, According to the committee’s information, you were. 

The committee’s information is that the next meeting following 
■that one was held in November of 1958 blit you were not present. 
Whywer-eyou not present % 

Mrk Mitchell. Same answer. ' 

Mr. Tavenner,. Were you in New York at the time that meeting 
was held? 

Mrs, MjTcegell, Same answer. _ 

Mr.' Tavenner.. Were you riot in attendance in November of 1958 
at the ffatibnai Coimnittee meeting' of the Communist Party in New 
York City? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I stand on the previous grounds. 

Mr: Tavenner'. Our information is that you were present at a 
District Council meeting held not long thereafter in Los Angeles on 
December 21, 1958. Am I correct that yoirwere present? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 


COMMUNISM IN' SOUTHERN CALIRORNIA! ! -AREA . 249 

iivTr. Tavenner. Did Dorothy Healey- at this meeting amipunce.rth&fc 
you were no.t iii agreement With 1 a. resolution- passed-'at t^e-national 
committee mbetmg'bn “Thepreticali Aspects !6f the Negro Question in 

theUnited States” ? ' ' -< . 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. t . ■; , • . ■ i 

' Mr. Tayehner. In other Words, .did she not announce .that you-were 
opposed' to the action 'that had been taken-? 5 _ . , - , 

Mrs. Mitciisll. I stand on the previous grounds mentioned. , 

Mr, Tavenner. What was the resolution .to.- -which Dorothy. Healey 

■ ref erred anfctwitfi- what did 1 it deal? s- ' i - . . . 

- Mrs.- Mitchell., f Same'answer:. f. ■ ' h 

< MiV.Taveitner.- Did 7 not -the, resolution- to; which she referred relate 
to ‘a change in the party position that had' -been taken as long ago 

■ as; 1928 with regard to the ‘Negro people- 'in the; -'United .States gon- 

stitdting a nation'Withhva nation?' - . ■■ 

' | Mrs, MixoAelu. Same answer. . ■ ■ _ , ’ u { . ■ v.. ,1 

- ' Mr. Ta-venhicr. This. -has -been the-, subject -of iconsiderable testi- 

mony before- the- committee in. the ..past whore the - committee was 
rather ridiculed by the Gomfmmist Party for ’ contending that t fche 
Communist Party had adopted' a program; or- a line,; taking, the- posi- 
tion that ' the Negro people.- Obibtitutedr. under. Stalin’s- definition a 
nation Within.tiie United- -States.- -But -when-this .rya-s attempted tp 
be changed, you opposed the change, did you not?' ’ i , : 

' Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer'. - . i ■ - ; : M ..in >:(■: • ; r 

Mr. ' : ; !''A V:ox T J\ T :ot:. Do yon admit -tha-tithe Communist Darty had been 
wrong ’fOr* 30 years; from 1928-’ until .1958,. in its position that the 
Nbgroes constituted a -separate patiom within the- United'-States? 
Mrs. Mitch Eli.. Weush discussing' now.-opi -dons? . - . .. 

Mr: Tavenner, No 1 .- - ■ ,‘i - ' !*t fib - ,, fi 

' Mrs. Mitchell. - ;X donfi.uuderstarMtiiequ osfion.’- >.h ' - 

Mr:. Tavenner. Let Me restate; -it; theoh . Did- you not state -at this 
meeting 'on December blthat you!_ were opposed to any -change iifiithe 
position- taken by the; Oommrnunist. Party- -as Tongiago. as 1928-—^ 
-Mi's. M itchell. Sameaiiswer. . -y‘ , ■ ■ - fi v 

Mr. IfivjjNNKib -Jest a .minute. ■■ r -■ ", ' 

i Which- position was and continued to be .up until 1958 thatsthe 
Negro people were a -separate nation within the United States?, 

1* Mrs.' MItchell. I stand? 'oir .thedpreMous igrouhds mentioned r ■ 
Mr; Tavenner. Did -nob Dorothy -Healey -continue, to: point out that 
‘she, was in ’favor of the change aiid against;. the -view -taker, by .you? 
Mrs; M itchell, Same:ajisW.er. f V- , ,.fit - r 1 * ■< '-.a'f ■ d . . 1 

- - Mr; TAvfiNNEii; ■ Did not. Dorothy Healeyftake a werys.trjong .position 

against you in. this matter?. ’'.,.1 ; . fi m r , , no 

■Mrs. MiTCEtELEibSam^answefi;-. ; gm-t - ■.■'■siv.f.V .-i.C' 

1 Mr; TavehWer-. 'In- 'fact, 'you :and Dprothy jHeMeyuhayernbt. .gotten 
along yery well together. You lo oksurpr ised. 

- -Mrs; ' Mitchell. 'Is; ithe cpmmitteemnterested ini howd'I - getfilong 

withpedple'.?: . ' - - ’ =-’\i ■' Vfir- l b - 'l- </ phi 

» .MfiYAWENHERa Yes^When-afttissueisinvolyedi'*' + ' Cj, • id r_ fi. - IJ 

'Mrs. 'Mitchell-.- I must -refuse- to answer- on the/grbund; premously ' 
stated, - ' ■ •’ ■ , ":.i - - '' -a : - j • ifi ' - b . bl 

■-' .Mr. YaWenneri- D id-not Dorothy -Healey fun- into,. a great-.deaKof 
difficulty in the meetmg-;of -the? District Council iof Xiily 2T,;19fi8j ;re- 
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■gar ding the Thompson report from the national committee and the 
Dennis report in the matter of the discussion of Nagy, in Hungary? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I will not discuss with you my opinions or any- 
body’s opinions before this committee. I must refuse to answer' on 
the grounds previously stated. # _ , 

Mr. Tavenner. Dorothy Healey made a minority report about 
which she was very severely taken to task by members of the Com- 1 
munist Party, Is that not true? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Max Steinberg introduced, a resolution to remove 
her as chairman of the party and possibly the only thing that saved 
her was that Pettis Perry moved that the motion be tabled. Is that not 
correct? 

. Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. 

Mr, Johansen. I wonder if the stenotypist could reread, the state- 
ment the witness made a few moments ago to the effect that she would 
not discuss any opinions before this committee*; hers or anyone else’s. 

Mrs. Mitchell, is it not true you did discuss, before this committee 
your opinions about Little Rock and alleged wrongs in the S outh ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. That is true. 

Mr. Johansen. Do you. have a double standard ? There are some 
Opinions you will discuss before this committee but not others; is 
that right? ; 

Mrs. Mitchell. I don’t get the question, ^ . 

Mr.. Johansen. You have just said you would not discussyour opin- 
ions or anyone’s before this committee; yet you acknowledge that you 
did discuss your opinions regarding Little Rock, so you havea double 
standard. Some opinions you will discuss before the committee. 

Mrs. Mitchell; It seems to me that I am not. required to discuss 
my opinions before this committee. There are tliose that I will discuss 
that I would like this committee to beaware of . 

Mr. Moulder. Do you have any knowledge of any subversive plans 
or acts of disloyalty to our Government occurring or being planned at 
any of the meetings mentioned by Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. You have placed the same questions maybe in a 
different way that Mr. Tavenner has and I must give you the same 
answer. 

Mr. Moulder. If you had such knowledge of subversive or disloyal 
acts or plans to. overthrow our form of government by force and vio- # 
lence or to cooperate with the international scheme pf the world 
Communist Party mpvement, would youtell'.us about it? 

Mrs: .Mhchell, It is* my feeling that this committee does not ac- 
complish whatever it is set out to accomplish. 

Mr. Moulder. That is not responsive to my question. . 

* Mrs. Mitchell,. I am trying to answer your question if you will 
give me just a moment. • # . ' * . _ 4 ' V . 

ILseems tomeTf anyone Is/guilty o f any crim'd or any 1 criminal; act 
that she should be called before a jury, a regular court, arid beygiven 
his day in court to ariswer to such charges^ but to come before such 
al hearings as* thisvwhere* admittedly , the Supreme Court says in 1 the 

Watkins decision that Congress has no right to investigate - 

'< MA Moulder. That is not reSpohsive; You heard the chairman’s 
stateriient at the beginning of this hearing that the objective of this 
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committee is lo secure information to enable the Congress to better 
legislate upon problems facing our country— the threat of the Com- 
munist movement, and the efforts on the part of the Soviet. Union to 
dominate the world, including our- own country. 

If you have- any information along that line,, would you give it to 
us to enable us to properly formulate legislation for your protection 
as . well as, the rest of the people of this Nation ? .. , 

Mrs. Mitchell. There are- already such- laws to protect this coun- 
try. - - ' • . , r ‘ 

Mr. Moulder. Do you have any such information or knowledge? 
Mrs. Mitchell. I have to- refuse to answer that.'question. 

Mr. Moulder. That is : what I thought. ’ ... 

Mr. Tavenner. Actually, the. Communist Party attacks all laws- 
dealing with security such as the :Smith Act,, the Walter-McCarraii 
Act* and various acts relating to the employment of subversives. They 
fight, also, the FBI, which is engaged in fighting espionage and sabot- 
age and other matters affecting the national defense and safety of the 
country, _ ■ ■' ■ 

These very minutes show that .the Communist. Party is endeavoring 
to. mobilize forces to abolish thiis committee. In fact, it is engaged in 
every- type of activity that .it can think of against the interests of this 
country in the'field of subversion. Is that not true ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. If I am here accused of any criminal acts* then I 
think that I should be called before a grand jury, but I do not think 
tha t.. - -' ■ i 

Mr. Tavenner. Will- you -answer my question ? 

Mrs. Mitchell; I must refuse to' answer your- questibn on the 
grounds previously stated. . . ' 

Mr. Johansen. Do you believe in the Constitution of the United 
-States? ‘ '* ^ '*■ , • ' : 

Mrs. Mitchell. I do. I believe in it and I fight -for it; 

Mr. Moulder. Does the Communist. Party believe in it? Does it 
support its principles? - 

Mrs. Mitchell. You are asking me about organizations and . af- 
filiations and I will not answer those questions before' this committee. 
I refuse to answer on the grounds previously mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has any action been taken on Steinberg’s motion? 
Mrs. Mitchell. I stand on the previous grounds mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not oppose Dorothy Healey at the meeting 
of July 27, 1958, to which. I. have referred by mailing a motibn that the 
reports -which- had been made be adopted— that is, the majority re- 
ports, which Dorothy Healey had opposed? . ■ 

- Were you hot the one who made the mbtioii that the,.cqmmittee re- 
ports be accepted'? * ‘ • 

Mrs. Mitchell. What is the pertinency of this : kiiid of question to 
the legislation that Mr. Walter referredto? « ' 

Mr. Johansen. Does the Constitution require the Congress to pro- 
vide.for the general defense of the' Nation? • * 

Mrs. Mitchell. Does Congress provide it? ’ 

Mr. Johansen. Does- the Constitution, require Congress to provide 
for the general defense? • 

Mis. Mitchell. I think so, but what lias, this kind of 'question to 
do with providing for the national defense of the country ? 
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v Mr, Walter* As a result of hearings of this sort oyer a period of 
years, recommendations have hem made to the Congress which have 
resulted in £he enactment .of close to three dozen different laws, and 
I do not know how many Executive orders* 

You see, the -acComplishinents’ have^ been great^perhap& too great 
for your purpose* * . „ 

Mr. Johansen, Those laws were -enacted pursuant to the constitu- 
tional authority vested in the 'Congress of the United States* 

Mm Mitchell* They are all reprehensive laws and also very anti- 
democratic* , i ' 

Mr* Tavenner. Will you- answer the qu&stion r please? 

Mrs. Mitchell. Will you repeattiie question? 

Mr, Tavenner* The, question is whether or not you made the mo- 
tion tonccept thennajonty report from the. national committee* 

Mrs. Mitchell* I must stand -on the previous grounds mentioned* 
Mfi Tavenner* In making that motion, in speaking to ut, did you' 
not support the position of the Communist Party with regard to the 
execution of U agy, that is, were you not in favor of it % 

Mm Mitchell. Here:again,this is an area of opinion and ideas bn 
a- certain subject. What happens in Hungary, happens in Hungary, 
and I must- ref usa to; answer you on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr, Tavenner. Did you support the sending or Soviet troops into 
HungaTv^ l - . . 

Mrs.^fiTcmLLi I tliihk the Hungarians^ will take care of their own 
problems in their own way* They are a country outside of our own 
soil* I have nothing to do with Hungary and! feel that my efforts 
can much better beput to use imour own country, whatever they may 
be, and I must refuse to answer your question, on the previous grounds 
mentioned* * 

Mr! Tavenner* I want to go back for a moment to my questioning, 
of you regarding your work among the young Communist groups* 

■ Referring again to the minutes' introduced an evidence as Mitchell 
Exhibit No. 1, I see that considerable emphasis was placed upon a 
drive, a : Communist Party drive, to support the Peoples World. Sec- 
tion E of the minutes carries nearly half a page relating to a report 
made by “Benri Is that individual Ben Dobbs f 
L Mrs.- Mitchell, Samaanswer., 

Mr, /T avenner* What was the quota assigned to the various units 
of .the Communist Party in, this area for money to be raised for the 
People’s World? , ^ 

Mrs. Mjtchell. I stand pn the previous grounds; mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand ybuya photostatie copy of what appears to 
bBj or pinportSi tobe, a report of the Southern California District 
Peopled World drive standings as of October 24, 1958, showing 28 
sections of the Communist Party ,by name, the quota assigned to each, 
the amount raised by each ter October 9, 1958,, and the total raised, 
Mr* Walter*i Where were those 38 sections ? 

Mr* Tavenner* In the Southern District of California. They .are 
the sections that comprise this new Southern District of California. 
Mi’* Walter*. Whatis that new Southern District? 

Mr* Tavenner. That is the name of it. 

Mr.. Walter* Of what does it consist ? 
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* Mr. •’Payenner. 'State 

brought out at the September hearings, and the Southern District 
was described in that testimony as being bounded on the north by 
Santa Barbara and Kern Counties and everything south of that, was 
in the Southern District. , ' < .r ^ ’ 

Mr. Walter. Doesthat include San Diego? t • , , 

Mr. T avenner., Yes, sir. ‘ V _ ; •_ «« 

I hand you the report and -ask you whether you can. identify if as a 
correct report. ' 

Mrs. MitchelL. I must stand on. the previous grounds., , Y 

Mr. Tavenner.. Have'iyomseeh the i‘eport;bef ore? , .> > „ 

Mrs. Mitchell. Shme answer.,- _!• ... 

Mr. .Tavenner. Are the 28 sections named, th^re the.cprrect titles 
for the-secitions- of the CommuhistiBarty for this district ? > 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. , 

Mr. Moulder.- S o you. decline to answer for the same-reasons’ previ- 
ously stated as provided for in the Constitution? ■; - ... : 

„ Mrs. Mitchell. That is correct.; r t . . 

Mr. Tavenner. This report shows aquota a^ignmentpf $43,p00 for 
these 28 sections, does it not? '»’• , V,., , , , ( • 

Mis. Mitchell. Same answer. , \ \ 

Mr. Tavenner. It further shows that as.pf . the date; of -this report 
$89,468.07 of that quota had been raised. What is the. total mem- 
bership of the 2d sections of the.. Co mmun ist, Party .in. this district ? 

Mrs. Mitchell. I must refuse; to ismswer on the, grounds previously 
given.* •* , ■ 

Mr. TIvenner. I have no other questions. ‘ . t 

Mr. Moulder; I assume -you have heard this, many, many, -times! - 
Are you now a member of, the Communist Party’? * i. 

Mrs. Mitchell. I must refuse to answer you onthe -grounds of the 
U.S; Constitution. • . < , ' > . 4? >4 " 

Mr.MouLDER. Have you ever been? •. «: -r ‘ . ‘ r, 

Mrs. Mitchell. 'Same answer. - , . 7/ . 

Mr. Tavenner. James E. Jackson Of New York was theundividual 
who, as amember of the National Committeeof the Communist Party, 
made the report which caused the change of the position of the Coup 
murdst Party with, regard to the Negro Question, was,-he not.?' 

Mrs; Mitchell. I-must refuse on -the same grounds ;as previously 
givem- • • . .. ; , • • • , 'r-' ' , <i. 

Mr. Tavenner.* James E. Jackson is how in the<Soviet Unions is.he 
hot',, as a representative at -the .21§h Congress.iof the-CommunistParty 
of the Soviet Union? ’ ‘ , • • . f i.f 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer/, •• .• ! . • . u 

rMr. TaveNner. You.QpposedjhisrepoHjdidiyouaiot?,-, ;• 

Mrs. Mitchell. Same answer. t*- 1 *. < v / * ' 

Mr., Tavenner.. You opposed it onihe ground that the Negro people 
still constitute a nation within -a nation in the United, States ? V , 

Mrs. Mitchell. I stand on the previous grounds mentioned^; . 

Mr. T avenner. Ihave no further, questions! »• « / * ;* 

i Mr. Walter;. The witnesses excused. • •• . , ' .. *.• f *.„** 

• D.o you swear- thedestimony you are aboutdo give will be the: truths 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,. jso helpyoii Cod? • ’ . 

Mr. Brodskt., I do.. , - > -» - .fu ~ 1 r, r . >'< 
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TESTIMONY OF SEYMOUR D. BRODSKY, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

' , ' LEO FENSTER 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mr. Brodsky. Seymour Brodsky. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you are Accompanied by counsel. 

Will counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Sir. Fenster. Leo Fenster, 11363 Santa Monica- Boulevard, Los 

ivfr. Tavenner. When and where were you bom,. Mr. Brodsky. 

Mr. Brodsky. October ‘26, 1916, in Johnstown, Pa. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been? ' , 

Mr. Brodsky. I graduated from high school and a couple of years 
of college. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you attend college? 

Mr. Brodsky. Los Angeles Junior College, -it was, at that time. 

Sir. Tavenner. Where do you how reside? 

Mr.' Brodsky. In Wilmington; 

Mr. Tavenner. In- Wilmington, Calif.? 

Mr. Brodsky. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you move to California? 

Mr. Brodsky. In 1921. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Brodsky. I work in a drug store. 

Sir. Tavenner. According to the committee’s information, you were 
present as a delegate to the organizational nieeting of the Southern 
- California- District’ Council of the Communist Party held at Park 
Manor, 607 South Western Avenue, Los Angeles, on April 13 and 14, 
195t. Is that information correct as to you? 

Mr. Brodsky. I will have to refuse that question on the grounds of 
self-incriinination. 

Mr . Tavenner. What are the various functionary positions that you 
have held in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Brodsky. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds, 
sir: • 

Mr, Tavenner. Were you not, as long ago as'1950, an organizer for 
the Western Division of the Los Angeles County Communist Party? 

Mr. Brodsky. I refuse that question on the same grounds, sir. 

Mir. Tavenner. Has not your specialty or your -field of particular 
activity in the Communist Party related to organizational work and 
building up the nuitierical strength of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Brodsky. I refuse that question on the samegrounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of -the Communist Party as 
long ago as 1940? 

Mr.. Brodsky. I refuse that question on the same grounds, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not a member of the Young Communist 
League as early as 1935 ? 

Mr. Brodsky. I would refuse that on the same grounds, sir, 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you aware that upon -the reorganization of the 
Communist Party in California by the establishment of a Northern 
and Southern District that the plan of the organization for the 
Southern District included the appointment of 62 District Council 
members? 
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Mr. Brodsky. I would refuse on, the grounds of self-incrimination. 

•Mr, Tavenner. Who waAchairman of the organizational meeting 
held on April' 13 and ii, 1957? - 

Mr. Brodsky* I, would refuse on the grounds' of self-incrimihation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Healey Exhibit No.- 10 is a document entitled, “The 
Constitution and Organizational Committee Moves the Following for 
Action by the Convention.” A part of this resolution related to the 
organizational setup of the Communist Party in southern California. 
Did you play any part in that organizational effort?. 

Mr. Brodsky. I refuse pn the same grounds, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Brodsky. I refuse ok the same grounds:, 

Mr. Walter. We. have no questions.. The witness is excused. 

Will yon-raise your right hand ? 

Do you swear the/ testimony you are about to give will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

, Mr. Dawson, I do. . . ' 

TESTIMONY OF ADMIRAL GEORGE'DAWSON, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, HERBERT W. SIMMONS, JR. 

Mr.TAVENNER. Will you state.your name, please? 

Mr. Dawson. Admiral George Dawson. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that the witness is accompanied by 
counsel. 

Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Simmons. Herbert W. Simmons, Jr., California Bar, 343 West 
Vernon. ’ 

Mr.TAVENNER. Los Angeles? . • - 

Mr. Simmons. That is right. 

Mr, Tavenner. Wlien and where were you born, Mr. Dawson? 

(The witness conferred witht his counsel.) ■■ 

, Mr., Dawson,. Sumnaerville, Tex., ApriI2(5, 1927. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where do you.now reside? 

(The witnesses conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr.. Dawson. On the advice of my counsel .1 refuse to. answer that 
question oh the grounds of the first and fifth amendment of the Con- 
stitution.,, . • . . . > 

• Mr. Tavenner- The marshal’s return, pn, the service ofihpsubpena 
on you shows that you were served at 651% West 59th Place, Los 
Angeles. Is that your residential address? . • . 

(The .witnesaconferred with his, counsel,) 4 

Mr. Dawson. I think I answered that question previously pn the 
grounds of the first and fifth amendment-to the Constitution. Irefuse 
to answer that. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction? 

. Mr. Walter I direct you tp answer the question. 

(The, witness conferred with Ms.couhsel. ) . . 

Mr. Dawson. Under advice of my counsel,- 1 refuse to answer that 
question on thegrpunds of the,first and fifth amendment to the Con- 
stitution. * , , . 

Mr. Walter. You have merely been asked -where you live. Do you 
feel if you told this committee where you liye you. might subject your- 
self to criminal prosecution? 

*38253 — 59 — pt. 3— — 
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( The witness conferred with Ms counsel . } 

Mr. Dawson. I retuse to answer that quegtioft/on the ground of the 
first and fifth amendment on adviceof my t counseL 
Mr. Tavenner. When did you first cpmeto dafifofma? 

frr 11 JV A A aV i:-* _ ^ \ 


[■I Biiiivi i mitmuBH n fti n iftji tvi i n iBiiRKiinikfS H] 


Mr. Dawson. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment upon the advice of my counsel 

Mr. Walter. You are directed to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Dawson. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments of the Constitution up on. 'advice of my 
counsel.^ . . \ 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information that you were a 
delegate to the California State convention of the Communist Party 
held on January 19 and 20,1 9 57. Is that information, correct? 

(Tiie witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Dawson. On the advice of my counsel, I refuse to answer that 
question ,on the basis of the first and fifth amendments, to the Consti- 
tution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the California State con- 
vention at the date indicated ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.;) 

Mr, Dawson. On the advice of my counsel, I refuse to answer that 
question on the basis of the first and fifth amendments to the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America, t - r _ 

Mr. r Tavennek. Were' you & delegate to the Southern California 
District convention of the Communist Party on April 13 and 14, 
1957? # # t 

(The witness conferred with liis counsel.) F 

Mr. Dawson. On the advice of my counsel, I refuse to answer 
that question on the gi*ounds of the first and fifth amendment to. the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Tayenner. The committee^ investigation has shown that you 
were active in the Labor Youth League work in Los Angeles for a 
period of time. Will yoii tell the committee^ please, whether you have 
at ally time been connected with the Labor Youth League in Los 
Angeles? 

(The witness conferred with his. counsel.) 

Mr. Dawson, On tiro advice of riiy counsel, I refuse to answer that 
question on the grounds of thp first and fifth amendment to tl\e 
Constitution. # 

Mr. Moulder. Mr., Chairman, ! would like to ask the witness this 
question : Is it because counsel so advises you to answer in that way 
or do you, yourself, believe in good faith tliat if you answered that 
question it would subject you to .criminal prosecution? 

(The witness conferred with his courisel. j * 

Mr. Dawson. I refuse to answer that question oh the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendment to the Constitution of -the United States 
of America. 

Mr: Tatenner. Were you not an 1956 the legislative director of the 
Los Angeles County Labor Y outh League ? 

(Tiie witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr, Dawson. I refuse to ^answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth ameitdrnent to fiie 'Constitution. of the United States 
of America. • ‘ < ■ - ^ 

Mr. Tavennbr, Did you seiWe in the: Armed Forces of the United 
States? _ 1 I . 

(The witness conferred' with his counsel.) <■ 

Mr. Dawson. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
of America. , ‘ 

Mr* Walter; Yon are directed to answer' the question. Did you 
sefve in the Armed Forces of the United States ? >. . , T ' * 

. (The witness conferred withdiis counsel.). 

Mr. Dawson. X refuse to nnswet that question on the ground of 
the first .and fifth amendment of the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr, Walter. Do "you feel if. you admitted that you served, in the 
Armed Forces of the United States that you would be subject to 
prosecution? »>.' , / % , , > . /r 

(The witness conferred withhis .counsel:)' .• > ' * * ; 

Mr. Dawson. I refuse to answer tjiat question on the grounds' of the 

first and fifth amendments, of the Constitution; i » 

Mr. Tayen^r. Were you ' not discharged from the : United States 
Army for refusing* to sign the required loyalty oath? . „ — ; - : 

(The witness conferred with Ids counsel) • 

- Mr. Dawson, I-Yef use' thergroimds of 

the first and fifth •amendments of -the« Constitution to file United* 
-states, , ; 7 ~ ' 

Air. Tavbnner. The committee isdn possession of information indi- 
eating that there is a youth -organization of *tjie. Communist Party in v 
Los Angeles which is* generally ref en^d^to as ^ the -Admiral Dawson 
Group, Willyou-state, please, whether ormot youvhave been assigned 
by the Communist Party to serve as .au adult in connection with the 
work of a.group of - the young Commimist members in -this area? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) , u / „ 

Mr. Dawson. I refuse to answer tfift ‘question .on the grounds’ of 
the first and fifth amendments of the United States; * 

Mr. Tavenner. I may have misdescribed the, organization f had 
in mind. The organization, as-X understand it,,*is, a group, pf;f pianer 
members of the Labor Youth League. .Have you fieeir.assigned by 
the- Communist Party to work with 4 .group r of former jneifilbers of 
the Labor Youjth League ? * •; . .t- K * . , 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) * • 

Mr. Dawson. I refuse toV answer r tjiat question; .on, the- grounds: of 
the first hand fifth amendments to - /the Constitution of the United 
States of America. , , i, V . h .» T -.•»>• \ v 

Mr.. Tavenner. Yomare- a mezhherof tl>$ Youth. Commission; of- the 
Communist Party tpfthe Southern District of California at the pres^ 
enttime^-are youfipfc? ' ? . * { • : , . ' 

(The witness conferred withhis-ooyjtiisfeil),- ‘ •• tv. •> ■# ‘ 

Dawson X refuse tp answer fiiat question o$ the grounds of 
the’ first amendment; fo>the 'Cqnstitutioii^and. the fiftfi amendment to- 
the Constitution of the United .States pf America- » f - " .'• 

v. .M?* Tavenner. At dheApfil 19d7 jneetingof the Communist Party 
of the Southern District of .Califprni% did, yi>u\ hear >tfce i^epprt made 
by Dorothy Healey regarding youth organizational work? 
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(The witness conferred with hi&counsel*) 

Mr, Dawson. I "refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first amendment to the Constitution and the fifth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States of America. 

Mr* Tavenner. What is being done now in Los Angeles to imple- 
ment the plans of the Communist Party with regard to youth in this 
area? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel,) 

Mt.Dawson, I refuse to answer that question on the.groundsof the 
first amendment to the Constitution of the United States oi America 
and the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the XJnited States* 
Mr* Tayenner* Are you u member of the Communist Party now ? 
(The witness conferred withhis counsel.) 

Mr* Dawson. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments of the Constitution of the United 
States, 

Mr, Tavenner, I have no further questions, 

Mr. Walter, The witnessis^excused. 

Will you raise your right handj please? 

Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the 
fcrutlq the Whole Jtruth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 
Mrs* Smith. Ido* 

TESTIMONY OF MRS* ELEANOR SMITH, ACCOMPANIED BT? COUNSEL, 
HERBERT W. SIMMONS, JR* 

Mr. Tavenner: What is your name, please? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel,)- 
Mrs.-SsiiTH* Eleanor- Smith* 

Mr, Tavenner* Miss or Mrs* ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel*) 

Mr. TA^NNEK* You certainly do not have to consult with counsel to 
answer that question* 

( The Witness conferred with her counsel* ) 

Mrs. Smith, I ref use-to answer tliat question- on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment* 

Mr. Walter* You are directed to answer the question* 

Mrs* Slmm* Same answer* 

Mr* Walter, Do you honestly believe that if you told this commit- 
tee whether you were married you would be confronted with probable 
criminal prosecution ? 

* (The witness conferred with her counsel.) + ' 

Mrs? Smith. I Refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment. * 

Mr, Moulder. As I understand the question, the question was to 
determine whether or not she was acting in good 1 faith* 

You have not answered in response to the chairman’s question. 

(The witness conferred With her counsel,) 

MrrTAW.NNER* It is noted that the witness xs‘ accompanied by* the 
same counsel who accompanied the former witness* 

His name is Herb er t Simmon s'* 

Mr. Simeons'. My* name: is Herbert Simmons, 343 West Vernon, 
Los Angeles, Calif*, of the California Bar, 
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Mr. Tavenner. Where dp^you reside ? 1 " i 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) ' * 

Mrs; Smith. X, ref use to answer that question .on the ’grounds of the 
firsthand fifth ;amendmentto the. Constitution. > ' 

Mr. Walter. You are* directed to answer the question as to where 
y ou reside. - -< 

( The witness, conferred, with her counsels ). 

Mrs. Smith. The same answer. I refuse to-.answerun the. grounds 
of the* first and fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. The marshal’s return shows that you were served at 
651 West 59th Place, Los Angeles. Is that, the* place of, your resi- 
dence? . ' : - 

.(The witness conferred with her counsel;) y . , < 

Mrs. Smith. I refuse to answer that question* on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendmentdo the* Constitution. - : / 

Mr. Moulder. The chairman propounded the question to you a few 
moments ago testing your good faith in using the Constitution as a 
protection in your refusal on declination* to answer. 

The questions that. are being submitted- to the witness are formal, 
introductory requests/ Do you realize and understand, that talring the. 
petition you do in refusing to answer any questions, regardless of what 
they might be, may possibly place you in a position of being subject to 
prosecution for contempt? ' r ! k '* - * 

(The witness conferred with her cpuiisel.) \ \ 

Mrs. Smith. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment to the v ©qnstitution: 

Mr, Moulder. I wanted the record to be clear that you are being 
advised by the committee' of the position in which you are placing 
yourself by just taking a belligerent;attitude in refusing to answer any 
question regardless, of whom it is submitted by, either counsel or mem- 
bers of this committee. * j i - . . w 

Mr; Tavenner., .Are^you acquainted with Admiral George Dawson? 

* (The witness conferred with her counsel.) ' - / 'q 

Mrs. Smith. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of tlie 
first and. fifth amendment.' ’ V 

Mr. Tatonner. It is noted his address is; 651% West 59th Place, 
which-must benext door- to you. Doesn’t he* live-next door to you? 
(The witness conferred withlier counsel.) ** 

Mrs. Smith. I refuse to? answer that, question on the grounds of the 
first and fifthainendment to the Constitution.' , * 

Mr. Tavenner. At this time you are a member ^of the Communist 
Party in this»area, are younot? * * 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.), * 

‘ Mrs., Smith. I refuse to answer that question on the groiinds of the 
first and fif th amendment to thelConstitutionr 
Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 
(The witness conferred with her counsel.). a 

Mrs. Smith. I refuse to answer* that question on ; the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment to the Constitution. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. 'How are you employed? - 
(The witness conferred with her counsel) 

Mrs. Smith. I am unemployed. 

Mr: Tavenner. What was your last employment?^ . 
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( The witness conferred with-ber cdunsel.)i _ 

Mrs. Smith. I refuse totaiiswer that question on the grounds 1 of the 
first and fifth amendment tothe Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner, Do you -appear here pursuant to a subpena served 
onvou? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Smith. I refuse to answer that question, on the grounds of the 
first and fifffe amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Moulder. Let tho record show that th&witness has stated her 
name and that she has been unemployed. 

How long have you been unemployed? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs: Smith. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment. > 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no f urther questions; 

Mr. Walter. The witness is excused. 

Will you raise your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? _ ' 

Mr. Young. I do. ■ 


TESTIMONY OE CLARENCE GEORGE YOUNG, ACCOMPANIED BY 

COUNSEL, HERBERT W. SIMMONS, JR. 

1 . r ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. State y purname, please. 

Mr; Young. My name is Clarence George Young* 

Mr* Tavenner. Counsel 'mill please identic Himself for the record* 
Mr. Simmons* Herbert W* Snnmons, Jr,, California Bar, 343 West. 
Yernon,X^S j Angeles, Calif* 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live, Mr* Young? 

Mr, Young* I refuse to answer^that question on the fifth amendment* , 
Mr* Walter, You are here in response to a subpena, are you not? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel,); 

Mr, Young. Would you repeat the question, please? 

(The pending question was read by the reporter*) 

Mr* Young* I .refuse to. answer that question on the .ground of the 1 
first and fifth amendment* , ? 

Mr* Walter., What are you doing' here then,, if you are not appear- 
ing in response to a subpena? 

(The witness .conferred with his counsel?) 

Mr. Young* I refuse to answer that question on the grounds nf the 
first and fifth amendment, v ; ■ 

Mr, Johansenv Would you not have very seriously incriminated 
yourself if you had not responded to-the subpena ? 

(The witness conferred with his - counsel, \ 

Mr. Young. I don’t understand the question that you just asked. 

Mr. Moulder. The point is to find out whether or not you are the 
proper person appearing here as a witness as< a result of the issuance 
of a subpena* If you are the L wrong man* then mosfc c ert airily an error 
has been committed. What is themarae on the subpena? 

Mr, Tavenner, Clarence Young* 

Mr. Moulder* Is that your name?’ 
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Mr. Young. I stated that vlieN.1 came in here. 

Mr. Moulder. , 

Mr. Young. I refused to answer that question. . ■ , , 

Mr. Moulder. What does the subpena served show? - 

Mr. Tavenner. The subpena shows it was served Upojn Clarence 
Young at Consolidated Western Steel at 5700 South Eastern. 

Mi’. Moulder. Is this th,e, right : m an? , 

. Mr. Taverner. Wasthispaperseryedokiyoubisa.copy of it? 
(Thewitness conferred with Ms counsel.) > 

Mr. Young. T refuse to answer .that Question on the ground of the 
fifth amendment.' • 1 { ' * , ( > 

, Mr,, Johansen, Why are you here? 

{The witness conferred with hiscounsel.) , 

Mr. Young. Repeat the question, please?’ , 

1 Mr. Johansen.- Why are you here? _ 

» Mr, Young. I refuse to. answer that question, on the grounds’of the 
first aiicl fifth amendment.- 1 " . - 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you employ an .attorney before you* came into 
this -room? / V ’ 

(The witness conf erred with his counsel.) *. * 

Mr. Young. Yes; I did acquire' an attorney and he is sitting here 
by toy. side. ... .'_ • 

. Mr. Tavenner. Wliy didyWdo that? iif you w'erenot subpenaedhere 
as a witness? / * , 

(The. witness conferred withhis .counsel.)' ' ’ , , ' 

Mr. Young. I don’t particularly understand that question as you 
•put it. . ^ : - - I, - . . u " - 

Mr. Tavenner. Why would you go to’ the : tr ouble of-getting a lawyer 
to come here with you unless you were subpenaed by the marshal to 
come? • * , 

(The witness conferred iyith his counsel.) A ’ 

Mr, Youngs I refuse to answer that question oh the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment.,. \ 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me see your driver’s permit. ' 

(The witness conferred mthhiishouhser.)' ,e ’ ‘ ; , . . ' 

Mr. Tavenner' You have handed me your driver’s ‘permit which is 
in the name of Clarence George Young, address, 651^4 West 59tli 
Place, Los Angeles. Did you not live a{that address in September of 
last year, 1958?. . . ■ . 

' (The Witness conferred withhis counsel.) 

Mr. Young. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds bf the 
first, and fifth, amendment ashreviously stated; , J . 

Mr. Tavenner:.' Y6u do notlivedt the address on your driver’s permit 
now,doyou? ' * , • 

' ' ; (The witness' conferred withhiscounsel,)' ( 

Mr. YouNd. I refuse to answer the question on, the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment.’ ' 

Mr. Tavenner, You have changed your address from that now 
appearing on your driver’s permit to 1503 Broadacres, Compton, have 
younot? , ...'ft 

(The witness conferted'with his. counsel.) 1 *’ , 

Mr. Young. I refuse to answer '.the 7 questioir'on the grbuiids of the 
first and fifth amendment^ • ' v ‘ , 


262 


CO^mmiSM IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 

Mr, Tavenner. Tor are employed by Consolidated Western Steel 
iit 5700 South Eastern, Los Angeles^, are you not? 

(The witness conferred withhis counsel*) 

Mr. Young,. I refuse to answer the' question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated, 

Mr, Moulder, In order to make the record clear, may I interpose 
this statement : First, to explain to the witness that the normal ques- 
tions now being submitted to you are, as I would understand it, to 
ascertain whether or not you are the proper witness named in the 
subperia. It is a very ■ simple proposition and certainly there is no 
question about the authority of this committee to issue suopenas. 

The witness has refused to give us the information to ascertain 
whether or not the person intended to be subpenaed is you and you 
have refused to answer those questions. Now, you understand, do ^ou 
not, that by so refusing you may be placing yourself in the position 
of -being in contempt of this committee and the Congress of the United 
states and subject to prosecution for refusing to answer those ques- 
tions. Yon do understand that, do you not ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) , - 

Mr* Young* I still refuse to answer the questions on v}\$ grounds 
previously stated. ^ 1 

Mr. Tavenner. Mi\ Young, in any event, you are the Clarices 
Young wlio was on the organising committee of the Labcr Youth' 
LeaguemLosAngeles,areyoUnot? ^ ■ , . 1 ■ 

Mr. Young. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds: of the 
first and fifth amendments, 

Mr, Tavenner^ Dp you occasionally engage in the work of an 
artist or cartoonist ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Young. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment, 

Mr. Tavenner, Are you the Clarence Young who was active in 
the Independent Progressive JPartydn 1947 ? 

(The witnesss conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Young. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment. 

Mjr, Tavenner, Where wer$ you born ? 

Mr, Young. I was born in New Orleans, La. 

Mr. Tayenner. You came to Los Angeles from New Orleans in 
1947 v didyounot r ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Young. I refuse to answer the question on the first and .fifth 
amendments, 

Mr. Tavenner, You have done work in drawing cartoons under the 
alias of “Clay” for the Pacific Coast Youth Recorder, a defunct official 
organ of the Labor YouthLeague, have you not? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) ^ 

Mr* Young. I refuse to answer the questions on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendments, 

Mr, Tavenner, You are the Clarence Young who lias been active 
in the Young Progressives of America, the Civil Rights Congressman d 
the American Youth Peace Crusade, are you not? 

( The witness conferred with his counsel, ) 
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Mr» Young. I refuse to answer fee question on fee grounds of fee 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are fee Clarence Young who is a. member of 


of Califbrniaatthis.time, are-you.not?' 

(Tiie witness conferred with his counsel.) . , • 

Mr. Young. I refuse to answer the v question- on. the grounds: of the 
.first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. . I have.no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you still refuse to answer -the question as to 
whetlier or not a subpena was served upon you- to appear before this 
committee?-' • ■ ' ' - 

(The witness conferred with his. counsel.) 

Mr. Simmons. For the -purpose of the record, I. will stipulate that 
heis-one-and tliesame person.- _ , 

Mr. Moulder. I am asking, the witness. Were you subpenaed, and- 
are you appearing here as. the. result of a s.ubpena being .served upon 
you?’ . , • , : * 

(The> witness: Conferred' with his counsel.): . , . * ' ‘ , 

Mr. Young. Would you repeat the question- again,, please? 

(The pending question- was read bythe reporter. ) ; 

' Mb Young. ' I did receive: a subpepa and I am ; here because 
of that:reason. . 

Mr, Johansen. Then, it wa& not a truthful statement, which, you: 
made) under ’Qath-thatr to answer that question- would* jeopardize your 
rights under the first and fifth amendments? , • • 

. ' (The: witness uonferyed withhi&cmunseL), - * ' : _■ 

Mr. Young. I refuse to answer the question on the, .ground of the 
fi.rst, hn'drftfkh amendment. . .. * * ; **.' . ’ / , 

, (Whereupon-,, at 12 : :0? pm.,; Tuesday, February 24, 19,59;-thehearing 
was recessed, to be reconvened, at. 2 p:m.,. the, same day.), , ’ . ' • 

-v , f .. , ** 

AFTERNOON SESSION, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY ’24, ,.195? ' , V* ^ 

' Mh MouLDER (presiding) i Tiie epinami^tee’ will 1 be morcTer; 

7 - Do you solemnly swear-feafr the eHdence.you.are about to-giVe will* 
Be- fee' triife, fee'’ whole* truth, and' nothing but fee truth; so help you 
God? . . ' ' ‘ <v . r: • ; B f V T 

" : 5Iiss^BLAiS/3?db. * * ' < < > ' ' 

, t 

, TESTIMONY OF HELEN- BLAIR, ACCOMFANIEb BY GOTTUSEE, 

N ' ' " • ROBERT: W: KENNY A‘Ni f. FRANCE * ” !. 

- Mi?. 1 : Ta'vennbr- v State ybur name, pleasej 

•• 'MSss-Blairs Hdleh-'BMh * '** ' * • 

Mr, Tavenner. Miss or Mrs. ? , /’•" • ' * ’ • 

\ Sam divorced. ' ’ ~' v /.y\ 

Mr: TAvenner. I-t‘ is noted tliahyou' afe-accomp'ahiedby' two ! 'gen~ 
ttemem ' • WflTlithey please.-Mfentify:’thCmseh4'stfdr>theTec'6rd'?- > ; ? 

- <Mr. ‘ISeijn-vv Fobert-W.- Kenny, vT ’ 

Mi*. Frankel. J. Frankel. , ! ' ’ ' . ■'*' 1 .* 1 

Mr. Tavenner. You are. both? members' OfHher StatedBar of Cali- 

fornia.?r< ” ( ! ' r ‘i <- ■ ■' .•» ■ r . ‘ r - r . T .■ *; »'l ’? : !1 . 
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Mr. Kenny. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Frankel. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside, Miss Blair ? 

Miss Blair. 1774' North Orange Grove Avenue, Hollywood. 

Mr. Tavenner: Are you a native of the* State of California? 

Miss Blair. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born? 

Miss Blair. Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Calif ornia ?, 

Miss Blair. Since 1932. 

Mr. Tavenner. What <is your occupation? 

Miss Blair. I am unemployed at the moment. I was self-employed, 
for a period and then I have done free-lance secretarial work. Part 
of the time I was married and then I had jobs. 

Mr. Tavenner. What type of employment when you were self- 
employed? 

Miss Blair. In the silk screen art business. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your formal educational training? 

Miss Blair. I graduated from the Morenci, Mich., high school and 
attended the University of Michigan for a year and then, later, went 
to a business school, both in Boston and in W ashington, D'.C. 

Mr. Tavenner. The 1 committee’s information is that you-hittended 
the organizational meeting of the newly .formed Southern California 
District organization of the Communist Party which was held on 
April 13-14,. 1957. I would like to ask you whether you did attend 
that convention. „ • 

Miss Blair. I will decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive in advance of that convention a 
report by a Dorothy Healey regarding the National Committee meet- 
ing of the Communist Party held in F ebruary 1957 ? 

Miss Blair. I decline to, answer that on the same grounds as pre- 
viously stated. 

• Mr. Tavenner. Dorothy Healey presented at the meeting to which 
I referred, the one of April 13-14j, 1957, a program for the advance- 
ment of the Communist Party in this . area. Have you participated, 
in any way in the advancement of-that program ? 

Miss Blair. This question I also refuse to answer on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. Miss Blair, do you know Dorothy Healey ? 

Miss Blair. This question I , refuse to , answer-on thesame grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you personally acquainted with the program 
of reorganization of the Communist Party in the Los Angeles' area? 

Miss Blair. I refuse to answer this question on the same grounds 
as previously stated. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the executive. board of the 
Southern California Chapter ,of the. Arts, Sciences, and Professions? 

Miss Blair., This, question ,1 decline to answer on the sam,e grounds. 

_ Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you are divorced. Was your niar- 
ried name Helen B. Stewart? < 

;(The witness conferredwithher counsel.) 

Miss Blair. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds.. 
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Mr. ’Tavenner'. The committee from time to time has included in 
its investigation the activities of the Communist Party iii connections 
with the Rosenberg case. Were you active in the woik of the Com- 
mittee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case back in the year JL953 ? 
Miss Blair. I decline to answer that question, on the same grounds. 
Mr. Tavenner. I hand .you a photostatic copy of a letterhead un- 
der the date of July 2, 1953, of the Committee to Secure Justice in the 
Rosenberg Case, and ask you to examine the seventh name in the list 
of sponsors arid state whether or not you find your name there as one. 
of the sponsors of ^that organization. ‘ 

(The witness conferred with her Counsel.) 

Miss Blair. I refuse to answer this question on the- same grounds. ’ 
Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce the document and ask that it 
be marked “Helen Blair Exhibit Nd. 1.” * 

Mr. Moulder. It will be so marked and made a part of the* record. * 
(Document marked “Helen Blair Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in 
committee files.) , , - " ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a thermofax copy of an excerpt from., 
the September 11, 1952, issue of the People’s World, and I ask r if you' 
see there an item headed, “24 Sponsor Rosenberg LA Meeeting.” 
(Document handed to witness.) 

Miss Blair. This I decline fp answer also on the samegrourids. * 4 
Mr. Tavenner^ I desire to, introduce this document into evidence 
and request that it be marked Helen Blair Exhibit No. 2.* 

Mr. Moulder. The document will be so marked and made a part of 
the record. * , . . 

(Document marked “Helen Blair Exhibit. No. 2,” arid retained in . 
committee files.) ^ * 

Mr. Tavenner. I read into the record a part of this document with 
the chairman’s permission ; ' 


Twenty-four prominent Southern Californians were listed today as sponsors 
for Friday’s rally to secure justice -for Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, sentenced to 
die in a frameup ‘‘spy” case. Atty. William Esterman, local chairman of the 
National Lawyers Guild, will- chair. the meeting at 8 :30 ip.m., Sept.*. 12, at Em- 
bassy auditorium, Ninthst. and Grand ave. 

Speakers will include John Howard Lawson, Samuel Ornitz and Horace V. 
Alexander. * * * , • ' 


On the sponsors list are Dr, Murray Abowitz, Jack; Berman, Helen 
Blair, and others named ther& Were, you a. sponsor of the meeting 
described in this article? k , 

Miss Blair. I decline 4o answer that, question on the same grounds, n 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you.knqw William Esterman as. a member of 
the Communist Party? > 

Miss Blair. I decline to answer .that question, also, on the same 
grounds. * . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were yo.u> a member of the Cpmmunist Party in 
1952, the date of Blair Exhibit No. 2, and, also, on July 2, 1953,, the 
date of the letterheadtof the Corinriittee to Secure Justice in the Rosen- 
berg Case? ' 

-MiSsMBlair. I decline to answeribhat question on the same grounds. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the . committee, please, what knowl-- 
edge you have of the activity of the Communist. Party in^tlns, area fin 
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the promotion of the work of the Committee to Secure Justice in the 
Rosenberg . ‘ 

- Miss Blair* I decline to answer that question, , also, qn the same 
grounds* 

Mr. Tayenneil Were you a sponsor pf the Los- Angeles Committee \ 

for Protection, of foreign Born in a coliference held on ITebruary 28, i 

1954,, onthecampaign tp repeal the Wali:er-McCai;r^rBa^ ? ’ , 

Miss ■ Blair. IdecKneto "answer that question on the same grounds* 

Mi\ Tayenner* X hand- you a, thermofax copy of an excerpt from 
the February 2, 1954, issue of the Peoples World and ask yon to 
state whether or not you see there a statement th at j pining the com- 
mittee in sponsorship of the .conference were Dr* Murray Abowitz, 

J acob Aspiz, Helen B J and certain other p erson s ? 1 
Miss Blair. Sameanswer. r ’ 

Mr* Moulder. May X pursue ,the statement- here for a, moment? 

The question is,doyou$ee that on that document? The document 
is; lianded to you add it is. a very simple question. Does your name 
appear inthe article ? 

Miss Blair, I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tatonner* Did you. participate in. a sponsorship of that move- 
ment? 

Miss Blair* I decline to answer that question on the same grounds* 

Mr* Tavener* I desire to introduce the docinnent in evidence and 
ask that it be, marked ‘-Helen Blair Exhibit No* 3*” 

Mr, Moulder* It will be admitted: into evidence as requested by 
counsel* * 

(Document; marked “IJelen Blair Exhibit: Ho* 3,” and retained 
in committee -files.) 

Mr* Ta^nner* Did I ask ypu where you were born ? 

Miss Blair* Yes ; Morenci, Mich* / 

Mr* Tavewner, Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss Blair. I decline W answer that question oil the same groituds 
aspreyiously stated* # 

Mr* Taverner* I have np further questions, Mr* Chairman* 

Mr. Moulder* You came to California from Michigan? 

Miss Blair, Yes. ' " , 

Mr. Moulder* lii what year ? 

Miss Blair, i-93& ' ' ' ' # '* ■ ' 

Mr* Moulder. You say by professional' occupation you are a stenog- 
rapher, self-employed? 

Miss Blair* res* I dp freedanpe; work, mostly* 

Mr. Moulder* Do you work oiit of an office ? E 
Miss Blair. Occasionally. 

Mr. Moulder, Do you have a headquarters ? 

Miss Blair* Not in other offices*^ 

Mr* Moulder You are- just subject to cad at your residency ? 

Miss Blair* Yes* J _ * 1 

Mr, Moulder: How long have you been here iii California? 

Miss Blair, It is 25 years* ^ ^ , 

Mr. Moulder. During that period of time were you permanently 
or eontmU6uslyuccupiedihahy ; 6ffice? / * ! T . ’ f 

Miss BLAik J At various times' for'periodsmf a cOuple of years. 
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Mr. Moulder. Law offices or other Business enterprises*? * 

Miss Blair. A eoupTepf short periods in 1 law offices, -generally in 
smaU/injiustiy or. other officSk \ j ’ 

Mr* Moulder. In the performance of such service-, were- you ever 
called upon to perform services for any Communist Party -organi- 
zation-? ’ . ‘ ‘-F 

Miss Blair. I decline to. answer 'that question on the same grounds 
,as preyipusly/stated. , r ' / - * , / 

,Mr. Tavenner. t)id you live at ’one time in Seattle, Waah. ?‘ l > 
Miss Biair. Nb.« * * ^ ^ . 



, Mr., Tavenner. , I have; no further questions. 

Mr. Moulder. The witnesses excused. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give before this conunittee will be the truth, tie whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you;God ? 

Mrs. Biskar. I, do. . , * 

‘ - ’ * “ < * * ’ y t 

» TESTIMONY OF ETHEL BISKAR, ACCOMPANIED BY - COUNSEL, 
JOHN T. McTEBNAN 1 . ... 

Mr. Tavenner,, Will youstate.youA'amej please?. 

Mrs. -BlskAk: Mrs. Ethel Biskar. ’ ' - 

Mr. Tavenister. Will counsel accompanying the • witness please 
identify himself for the record ?• . * 

Mr, MoTernan. I am John T. McTerrian, 112 West 9th Street, Los 
Angeles, 15. ' 

Mr, Tavenitor. When and where were* you bom,. Mrs. Biskar ? 

Mrs. Biskar. I was born in New York City in’ 1935. 

Mr. Tvvenner, Where do you ; now reside ? •• < 

Mrs. BiSKA'R, Los Angeles: ft 

Mr . Tavenner. What is your address ? , 

Mrs. Biskar. 4Ti2 ! Palmwood Drive. 

Mr. Tavenner. How. long have you lived in Los Ang eles? . 

Mrs. BisKAR. Ten years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that, where did you live? 

Mrs. Biskar. New York City. . , 

, Mr. Tavenner. Wiil you tell the committee, please, what your 
fox'marftducMidnartraining'has.M • “ , 

- Mrs. Biskar. junidf hi^h ,s6hodl, senior, high school, and junior 
college. * ' *’ ‘ ' _ " ' ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment record since you 
have been in Los Angelas? , , " . ' • 

(The witness coiif erf ed with lief counsel.) 

Mrs. Biskar. It is very difficult for me to remember each job, 'Db 
you want me to go into every job I have ever had? 

Mr: Tatonner, What isYdur .preSent ; empi6yment?. . 

Mrs.- Biskar. I ain employed by the Pacific Telephone 'and Tele- 
graph Co. ^ ' 

Mi*. Tavenner. F or how long ? 

, Mrs. Biskar, Four and- a half years. 

Mr. TAvenner. Prior to thaty what was .your employment? , 
Mrs. BiskAr. I worked for an insurance company. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period? *' > 
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Mrs. Biskar. About 6 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that, how were you employed.? 

Mrs. Biskar. I worked in the garment industry. 

Mr. Tavenner.; What phase of the garment industry ? 

Mrs. Biskar. i was an operator- . ! v- 

Mr. TAvenneR; Over what period of time were you so employed . 

■ Mrs. Biskar. The year was 1953. .. , ,. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Biskar, the committee’s investigation has dis- 
closed that on January 20,. 1957, you were a delegate to the California 
State convention of the Communist Party held in Los Angeles; is 

that information correct? . - ...... ... . 

Mrs. Biskar. I am going to have to refuse to answer that question 
on, first of all,, the grounds of the first amendment which gives me 
freedom of speech, press, assembly; etc.,, and also, on the grounds that 
I feel if I were to answer this question I would he .undermining the 
traditional liberties and rights of the people of this country. 

I also refuse to answer this question on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. . ^ _ „... . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were, you a member of .the Communist Party 111 
1957? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. To be more specific, on January 20, 1957. 

Mrs. Biskar. I will have to refuse to answer on the grounds previ- 


ously stated. , , - . .... , 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you think it would undermine the rights of 
the people of this country if you were to tell this committee what you 
know about communism in Los Angeles? , , 

Mrs. Biskar. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 


previously stated. . i 

Mr.. Tavenner. Were’you in attendance at the organizational nieet- 
ing of the Southern District of the Communist Party for the State of j 

California held in Los Angeles on April 13-14, 1957? 

Mrs. Biskar. Same answer. . . : 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
that time? 

Mrs. Biskar. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee- has information that you. are pres- 
ently under assignment of the- Communist Party in youth work. Are 
you engaged in that type of work for the Communist Party? 

Mrs. B iskar . I will refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
.previously stated. ... • . __ ,, „ 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you at this time a member of the YoutiiOorn- 
mission of the Communist Party for the Southern District of Cali- 
fornia?- • 

Mrs. Biskar. Saine answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to the reorganization of the Communist < 

Party in Southern California in April of 1957, had you at any time 

keen a member of the Labor Youth League? . : 

Mrs. Bi skar . I will have to refuse to .answer that on the same 


grounds. . , + 

Mr. . Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of th© Labor Youth 
League at the Danish Auditorium, 1359 West 24th Street, on Febru- 
ary 17, 1956 ? 
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Mrs. Biskar; Same answer. . 

Mr: Tavenner/ Did you attend a lecture on dialectical materialism 

f iven by Frank Carlson before the Los Angeles County Labor Youth 
ieague on August 16, 1956, at* a meeting held at 1251 South Andrews 
Placein Los Angeles? 

Mrs. Biskar. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the answer? 

Mrs: Biskar. The same answer. 

' * Mr. Tavenner. In; other wojrds, you refuse to answer ?. 

Mrs. Biskar. On the. grounds that I have already stated. 1 
Mr. Tavenner. The committee’s investigation discloses that the 
Labor Youth League was dissolved on February 24, 1957! Were you 
a member of it at the time of its dissolution ? 

' Mrs. Biskar. Same answer. t 

Mr. Tavenner. During the, course, of this hearing— in fact that 
phase of it which was held in September of l95.8—there was introduced 
in evidence a copy of a letter known as the letter of thev 22 persons 
who signed grievances against the Communist Party. That is, by 
22 persons who were members of the Communist party. 

Are you acquainted with the preparation of that letter? 

Mrs. Biskar. I refuse to answer oh the grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. Subsequent to that,, there was a letter of resigna- 
tion sent into the Communist Party 7 under date of. March 26, 1958. 
Do you know, anything about the preparation of that letter? 

. Mrs. Biskar; Same answer. * *- . 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you aware of the fact that the persons who 
signed that letter of resignation did so in part for the reason that the 
Communist Party was under the complete control kof the Soviet 
Union? ^ , 

Mrs. Biskar. L refuse , to answer .that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

. Mr. Taverner. Did anyone approach yon about the signing of a 
letter of 'resignation V s * t * 

Mrs., Biskar. Same, answer. . T 

- Mr.. Tavenner. Do you Imow how many youth group organizations 
there are* in the Communist Party in Los Angeles at this time? 

Mrs. Biskar. Same answer. , 

> - Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether adult members of the Com- 
munist Party are, or have been, assigned to these groups of young 
Communists for the purpose of directing them in their studies? 

Mrs. Biskar.. L refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner., Are you a paember oh the Communist Party now? 
Mrs. Biskar. Same answer. / , , ’ ” 

. ‘Mr.. Tavenner. I. have no further questions. - 

; Mr. Moulder. I have one or two questions which I think, should go 
into the record. 

You say yo^ were horn in New York? 

Mrs. Biskar. That is true. * . . ; . * * 

Mr. Moulder., You came to -Calif ornia^at what age ? , 

Mrs.BisKAR. Thirteen. , 

Mr. Moulder. You came here with your parents:? , - - 

Mrs. Biskar. Yes. ' t , ' 
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Mr. Moulder Were they born in New York ? 

Mrs/IJisiiiAiL I donft ^ee where this has any hearing on this 
mTestigatioh. „ ^ 

Mr, Moulder, Maybe hot. It is just preliminary questioning mth 
your background. I was wondering whether your people were horn 
m America or if they were naturalized. 

{The witness conferred with her counsel)' 

Mrs. Biskar, I do not think it is pertinent to this investigation. 

Mr. Moulder, I do iiot have any other’ questions. Bo you have any 
questions, Mr, Tavenftef? 

Mi\ Tavenner, . Ihaveiio other questions, 

Mr: Moulder. You, are excused. 

Raise your right hand, please. 

Bo you solemnly swear that the testimony which you ^are :aboht to 
give before this jcoimnittee will he the truth, the whole truth 3 and noth- 
rhghut the truth, so help you-God? 

Mr. Eneiajian, TdO; 

TESTIMONY OP EDWARD M, ENHAJlAN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, JOHN T, McTERNAN 

Mr. Tavenner, Will you state yourname, please? 

Mr, i^NFiAJiAN, My name is Edward M, Enfiajian, 

Hr* Taverner, Will -counsel please identify himself for the {record? 

Mr, MgTernan. John T. McTeman, 112 Northwest 9 th ^Street, 

Los Angeles, 

Mr. Tavenner, Airmen and where were you born? 

Mr. E niu A jiArf. I was honi in Los Angeles in 1928, 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr, Enpiajian, 941 Northwestern Avenue, Los Angeles, 29. 

Mr. Tavenner, HaveyoulivedinLos AngelesaHyourlire? 

Mr, Ekpia jiait, Ihaveysir. 

Mr. Tavenner, What has been your formal educational training ? 

Mr, Enplajian, I was educated in the public schoolsan Lo's Angeles, 

Los Angeles City College, and I have a bachelor of arts degree from 
Los Angeles State College and I -have done graduate work smce then, 

Mr, Tavenner, When were you awarded your B.A. degree? ^ ; 

Mr, Enfiajian, I am hot sure uf the date. I believe it Was in 1954 
Or 1955. It was inthe 1 summer. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you employed ? 

Mr. Enftajtan. I am employed as ah engraver, a trophy engraver, 
and related work. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have yoti been so employed? 

Mr. Enfiajian. About 4 years, 

Mr, Tavenner. The committee Vm^ has disclosed that the 

first interest that you have shown hi the : Communist -Party was j around 
the year 1956 when you became active in the Labor Youth League. 

.Did your first interest in the : OommUnist Party begin at that time 
and in that phase of Communist work % 

Mr. Enpiajxan. Ate you asking me of my interests? 

Mr. Tavenner, Was that your first interest in the Communist 
Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) i 
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Mr . Eneiajian. Would you repeat that question, please? 

Mr . Tavenner. Is the committee’s information correct that your 
first interest in the Communist Party was during the year. 1956 ? 

Mr. Enfiajian. I will have to decline to answer that question, sir, 
on the constitutional grounds which are afforded me. 

Mr. Tavenner. The constitutional grounds? 

Mr. Enfiajian. That’s right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What constitutional grounds? 

Mr. Enfiajtan. I have specifically in mind the first amendment 
of the Constitution and the fifth amendment of the Constitution and 
other privileges granted by the Federal Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you including, that provision of the fifth 
amendment relating to self- incrimination ? 

Mr. Enfiajian. Yes, sir, I am including that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you active in the Eabor Youth League work 
of the Communist Party in 1956 ? 

Mr. Enixajian. I will not answer that question for the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, were you not on the finance 
committee of the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Enfiajian. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. . . . 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has introduced into evidence during 
the course of these hearings a statement purportedly made by Dorothy 
Healey at the organizational meeting of the Communist Party in 
April of 1957 in which she outlined the program of the youth work 
of the Co mmunis t Parly. We have introduced evidence relating to, 
the type of youth work performed since that time in conformity with 
that program. 

•' Now, I want to ask you whether or not you were at any time, or 
whether you have at any time since April 1957, been a member of the 
Youth Commission of the Communist Party for the Southern District 
of California. 

Mr. Enfiajian. I will decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact that in October of 1958 you were 

§ iven a position on the section level Of the Communist Party in 
Outhern California which made it- inadvisable for you to continue 
work with the Youth Commission ? 

' Mr. Enfiajian. Are you asking me a question, sir ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Enfiajian. Would you mind restating the question?'. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact that you were given a position in 
October of 1958 on the section level of the Communist Party which 
necessitated your removal from the position of a member of the Youth 
Commission of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Enfiajian. I will not answer that question on the same 
grounds, sir. : 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist. .Party in 
October,. 1958? . - 

Mr. Enfiajian. I will not answer that question for the same 
grounds. ‘ ' . 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you at this time organizational secretary of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Eneiajian, I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds, sir, 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moulder. What. did you say your age was ? 

Mr. Eneiajian. I said I was born in 1928. 

Mr. Moulder. Have you ever served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States? 

Mr. Eneiajian. I have. 

Mr. Moulder. In what capacity and what period of time? 

Mr. Eneiajian. I enlisted in the Air National Guard of California 
and that unit was called into Federal service on May 1, 1951. I served 
until 1953 in the Air Force of the United States. 

Mr. Moulder. You were discharged? 

Mr. Eneiajian. I was. 

Mr. Moulder. Did you receive an honorable discharge? 

Mr. Eneiajian. Yes, sir. 

. Mr. Moulder. Are you married? 

Mr. Eneiajian. No,, sir. 

Mr. Moulder. What is your present occupation? 

Mr. Eneiajian. I am doing engraving work for a trophy shop. 

. Mr. J ohansen. Did you, as a member of the Armed Forces, take an 
oa,th stating that you were not a member of any organization com- 
mitted to the overthrow of the Government of the United States by 
force and violence? 

, Mr. Eneiajian. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Johansen. Do I understand you, then, to say that you believe 
that it would incriminate you to answer a factual question as to 
whether you did take such an oath ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Eneiajian. My attorney advises me that I do not have to state 
the reason for claiming my privileges under the Constitution. 

Mr. Johansen. You were honorably discharged? 

Mr. Eneiajian. That is correct. 

Mr. Johansen. Did you serve in Korea? 

• Mr. Eneiajian. No, sir, I did not. The principal part of my serv- 
ice was in Germany. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party before 
you became a member of the Armed Forces ? 

Mr. Eneiajian. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moulder. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time while serving in the Armed Forces ? 

• Mr. Eneiajian. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. Were you a member of any organization which seeks 
to overthrow our present form of Government by force or violence? 

Mr. Eneiajian.' I decline to answer that' question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. The witness is excused. 
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Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to- 
give before this committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Maymudes. I do. 

TESTIMONY OP AUGUST MAYMUDES, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

JOHN T. McTERNAN 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please? 

Mr. Maymudes. August Maymudes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell your last name. ' 

Mr. Maymudes. M-a-y-m-u-d-e-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ?' 

Mr. McTernan. John T. McTernan, 112 West Ninth Street, Los- 
Angeles 15, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Maymudes. I was born August 25, 1930, in the city of New 
York. 

Mr. Tavenner., Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Maymudes. At 811 or 813 North Siberian. There are two- 
apartments with a common entrance and I have never been quite sure.- 

Mr. Tavenner. Los Angeles? 

Mr. Maymudes. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Maymudes. Since 1933. 

Mr . Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Maymudes. Pharmacist. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have, you been following that occupation %' 

Mr. Maymudes. I have been employed in the field for 8 years. I 
have been a licensed pharmacist for about a year and a half. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly, please, what 
your formal educational training has been? 

Mr. Maymudes. Public schools in Los Angeles through high school 
and a degree in doctor of pharmacy from the University of Southern- 
California. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you: acquainted with Shif ra. Goldman ? 

(The witness, conferred with-his counsel. ) 

Mr. Maymudes. I refuse to answer that question on the b.asis of the- 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you also acquainted with Edward M. Enfiajian % 

Mr. Maymudes. I refuse on the same basis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Admiral Dawson? 

. Mr. Maymudes. I refuse on the same basis. 

.Mr. Tavenner. Ethel Biskar? 

Mr. Maymudes. I refuse on the same, basis. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Charlene Mitchell ? 

Mr. Maymudes. I refuse on the same basis. 

Mr- Tavenner. Eleanor Smith ? 

Mr. Maymudes. 1 refuse on the same basis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Maymudes, are you familiar with a report made 
by Dorothy Healey at the organizational meeting of the Communist 
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Party for the 'Southern District 1 of’California held in' April, 195?, 
relating to the youtli movement in southern California? . 

(The witness conferred with his counsel*) 

Mr, Mayatudes. I refuse to answer on the same grounds, 

Mr, Tavenner. Shortly after that meeting, in April of 195?, were 
you appointed to the Youth Commission of the CommunistParty com- 
posed of the persons whose namesi I .asked you about a few moments 
ago? 

Mr, Mayimudes, I refuse to answcr<onthe*same grounds*- 
Mr. Ta vender* Are you now, a member of the Youth Commission of 
the Communist Party for the Southern District of California? 

Mi*, Maxatudes. I refuse to answer on the same grounds* 

Mr, Tavenner. Have you served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel,) 

Mr, Mayatudes* Ye 3 ,ITiave* 

Mr* Tavenner. Over what period of time? 

Mr, MAxarunES. From March of 1951 until February of 1953, 

Mr, Tavenner* In what branch of the service were you ? 

Mr, Ma Y iroDES * I was in the Army. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive an honorable discharge ? 

Mr, Maykudes* Yes* I did. 

Mr. Tavenner* Were you a member of the Communist Party prior 
to your entry into the armed service? 

Mr. Maymxtdes, I refuse to answer on the same. grounds as previous- 
ly stated, 

s Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time while you were serving in the Armed Forces of the United States? 
Mr, Mayatodes. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner, In what area did you serve ? Were you in Korea ? 
Mr, Mayaotdes. I served in Japan the majority of my time, 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in Korea during any part of your service? 
Mr. Mayatuues, No, 

Mr. Johansen. Did you, upon entering the Army, take an oath 
swearing that you belonged to no organization which advocated the 
overthrow of the Government by force and violence ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Mayatuees* I refuse to. answer On the same grounds* 

Mr* Johansen, Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 
Mr, Mayaiudes, I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moulder. The witness is excused. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about 
to give before this committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mi's* Goldman. Ido, 

TESTIMONY DF SHIERA GOLDMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, ’ 
ESTHER SHANDLER 

' Mr. Tavenner. Stateyour name$ please. 

Mrs* Goldsian. Shifra Goldman. 

Mr, Tavenner, Miss or Mrs*? 
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Mrs. GofibMAN. Mrs. 

Mr. Tavenner. ^ Spell your first name, please. 

Mrs. Goldman. *S-h-i-f-r-a. ' 

" Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify herself.? 

Miss ShAndler. Esther Sfiandler. 

Mr. Tavenner. What wasyour maiden name, Mrs. k Goldman ? 


cerning her location and so forth ? 

" Miss Shandler. I am located at 208 West 8th Street; Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. The witness has asked to be advised with respect to 
this hearing. . 

At the beginning of this meeting, the chairman announced that this 
is a continuation of the hearing Degun here in September of 1958. 
He rea&'into the record the resolution adopted by mis committee on 
the t 2§d of January ' 1959,. authorizing the holding of this hearing, 
which I will review with you.- The resolution is as follows': 

Be it resolved, That a hearing by the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
•or a subcommittee thereof, to be held in Los Angeles, Calif., of at such other 
place or places as the chairman may designate, on such date or dates as the 
chairman may determine, be authorized and approved, including the conduct 
ot investigations deemed reasonably necessary by the staff in preparation there- 
for, relating to the extent, character and objects of Communist Party activities 
in California, with special reference to such activities in southern California, 
the legislative purpose being : 

1. (a) To obtain additional information for use by the committee in its con- 
sideration of section 16 of H.R. 9352 relating to the proposed amendment of 
section 4 of the Communist Control Act of 1954 referred to the Committee on 
Un-American Activities on August 19, 1957, prescribing a penalty for knowingly 
nnd willfully becoming or remaining a member of the Communist Party with 
knowledge of the purposes or objectives thereof ; and 

(b) To obtain additional information, adding to the committee’s overall 
knowledge on the subject so that Congress may be kept informed and thus 
prepared to enact remedial legislation in the national defense, and for internal 
security, when and if the exigencies of the situation require it. 

2. In the exercise of continuous watchfulness of the execution by the admin- 
istrative agency concerned of laws the subject matter of which is within the 
juridiction of this committee, to obtain information to assist the House in 
appraising the administration of such laws and in developing such amendments 
or related legislation as the committee may deem necessary. 

Now, my question to you is, will you please state your maiden name? 

Mrs. Goldman. In view of what you just read to me, what relevancy 
does my maiden name have to your discussion? 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction? It is a matter of iden- 
tification of the witness. „ 

Mr. ; Moulder. It is purely an introductory statement asked of you 
so you may identify yourself for the record as a witness subpenaed 
here before this committee and you are directed to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Goldman. If I understand the question correctly, you want 
my identification. I have identified myself as the person identified 

iuthesubpena. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please answer my question? 

’ (The witness conferred with her counsel.) 


Mrs. Goldman. Before I answer that question, I would like to m- 
uire to the nature of this discussion here today: . 

Mr. Moulder. Mav we ask counsel for additional information con- 
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Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain whether the chairman directed her 
to answer the question. , 

Mr. Moulder. Yes, she has been directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Golden. I feel that this is an invasion of my rights under 
the Constitution of the United "States' t6 freedom of speech and as- 
sociation and I will claim the privileges of the two amendments that 
guarantee me* these rights, the first and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you relying upon that part of the fifth amend- 
ment which relates to. self -incrimination ? 

Mrs. Goldman. I would say the right of a witness not to testify 
against himself, yes. 

# Mr. Tavenner. Do you honestly believe that to answer the ques- 
tion as to what your maiden name was would tend to incriminate 
you? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.). 

Mr. Tavenner. If you do not honestly believe that, you are just 
attempting to play with this committee. 

Mrs. Goldman. I, stand on the same answer I gave previously. 

Mr. Moulder. I did not understand the witnesss* name stated in 
the beginning. What did you say it was ? 

Mrs., Goldman. G*\ 0 -l-d-m-a-n. 

Mr. Moulder. What is the.first name? 

Mrs. Goldman. S-h-k£-r-a. 

• Mr. Moulder. Is that Miss or Mrs. ? 

Mrs. Goldman. As I stated before, it is Mrs. 

Mr. Moulder. Then you are married ? 

Mrs. Goldman. No, I am not. 

Mr. Moulder. You are divorced? 

Mrs. Goldman. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Moulder. Since you answered those questions concerning your 
marital status, will you tell us what your name was before you were 
married? 

Mrs. Golman. I would like to decline to answer the question oh 
the same grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mrs. Goldman. I was born in the United States in 1926. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what part of the United States ? 

Mrs. Goldman. New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state the date and place, please ? 

Mrs. Goldman. i926 ; that makes me 32 years old. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 3 

Mrs. Goldman. Los Angeles. f i 

Mr. Tavenner. At what address? \ 

Mrs. Goldman; 4419 Seventh Avenue. ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles ? j 

Mrs. Goldman. Approximately 15 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in Los Angeles continuouslv since I 

that date? ^ ] 

Mrs. Goldman. Yes, I have. : 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee what your formal educational 
training has been. | 

Mrs. Goldman. I graduated high school and I proceeded to college. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you attend college ? 
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Mrs. Goldman. The University of California at Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many years did you attend? 

Mrs. Goldman. Four and a half years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your last year of attendance ? 

Mrs. GoedmAn. Do you mean which year did I leave the school? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Goldman. 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was your last attendance ? 

Mrs. Goldman. Yes. . 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mrs. Goldman. I am a bookkeeper. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been employed as such? 

Mfs* Goldman. It has been several years, about 4 years or there- 
abouts. Three or four years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Goldman, the committee has introduced in 
evidence as Healey Exhibit No. 7, a report which she made to the 
Communist Party Southern District of California convention held 
on April 13, 1957. A part- of that report deals with- the youth move- 
ment of the Communist Party. Are you familiar with that part of 
her report? 

Mi’s. Goldman. I decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Shortly after the report made by her in April 1957, 
did you take any part in the implementation of the program for the 
Communist youth in this area ? 

Mrs. Goldman. I still decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not a member and are you not now a 
member of the Youth Commission of the Communist Party for the 
Southern District of California ? 

Mrs. Goldman. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there not a youth group in existence now which 
is known as the Shifra Goldman Study Group ? 

Mrs. Goldman. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now engaged in the education of youth in 
Communist principles in this area? 

Mrs. Goldman. I decline on the same grounds. I wish to state that 
I am going to decline all answers to these questions on that same 
ground. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you take the position that you are not going to 
answer any questions ? 

Mrs. Goldman. No; I did not say that. I mean this type of ques- 
tioii. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you have any knowledge of any subversive or 
disloyal acts on the part of any person whom you would consider to 
be a danger to our form of Government ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Goldman. I still decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you have any knowledge whatsoever concer ning 
any action being taken by any organization involved with, and in co- 
operation with, the Communist conspiracy or the Soviet Union. Mr s. 
Goldman? ’ 

Mrs. Goldman. I still decline to answer on the same grounds. 
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Mr. Moulder, in other words, you are taking the position that you 
will not answer any questions as an American citizen concerning any- 
thing which might endanger our Government, our people of America, 
is that correct? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Goldman. As I stated, I am not going to answer any Questions 
which invade my rights under the first and fifth amendment. That 
is what I meant when I said I would not answer Such questions. 

Mr. Johansen. Do you mean you will invoke such rights but you 
will decline to answer any questions which relate to a threat to the 
Government and the Constitution which guarantees the very rights 
you enjoy? . . 

Mrs. Goldman. I invoke my rights and I think I have explained 
why I invoked them and.1 am still invoking them, if that is in answer 
to your question. ’. , . 

Mr. Tavenner. I referred to what the, committee has ascertained to 
be a youth group of the Communist Party which goes by the name of 
the Shifra Goldman Group. Is it correct that the age-spread of the 
members of that youth group is 17 to 80 years ?' 

Mrs. . Goldman. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

•Mr. Tavenner. What percentage of that group is ready for induc- 
tion into regular membership in the Communist Party at this time? 

Mrs. Goldman. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it the practice in your group to have different 
functionaries of the Communist Party appear before the group as 
instructors? 

Mrs. Goldman. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. You are an American citizen, are you not ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Goldman. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Johansen. Have you ever served as a member of any branch of 
the Armed Forces ? 

Mrs. Goldman. No, I have not. I was not old enough. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Goldman. I still decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. -I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moulder. You are excused. 

The committee will recess until 9 :30 a.m., tomorrow. 

(Whereupon, at 3 :40 p.m., Tuesday, February 24, 1959, the hearing 
was recessed, to be reconvened at 9 :30 a.m., on the following day.) 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1959 

United States House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 

The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to notice at 9 :30 a.m;, in Room 229 Federal Building, Los 
Angeles, Calif., Hon. ^Francis E. Walter, chairman, presiding. 

Committee members, present: Representatives Francis E. Walter, 
of Pennsylvania, Morgan M. Moulder, of Missouri, and August E. 
J ohansen, of Michigan. 

_ Staff members present : Frank S. Tavernier, Jr., counsel ; and Wil- 
liam A. Wheeler, investigator ; Mrs. William A. Wheeler, acting clerk. 
Chairman Walter. The committee will come to order. 

TESTIMONY OF MATILDA MOLINA TOLLY, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, JOHN T. ‘McTEBNAN 

Mr. Walter. Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? ' , 

Mrs. Tolly, Ido.. 

Mr. Taverner, Will you state your name, please? 

Mrs. Tolly. Matilda Tolly. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell your last name ? 

Mrs.' Tolly. T-o-l-l-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 
Mr. McTernan. 1 am John T. McTernan, 112 West 9th Street, 
Los Angeles, Iff: 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you “Miss” or “Mrs.” ? 

Mrs. Tolly. “Mrs.” 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your maiden name ? 

Mrs. Tolly. Molina. 

1 Released by tlie committee and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Have you also been known by the married name of 
Berry? 

Mrs. Tolly. That was my previous name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside, Mrs. Tolly? 

Mrs. Tolly. 1822 Bellevue. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you bom ? 

Mrs. Tolly. Arizona. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles? 

Mrs. Tolly. I believe since 1926. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 

Mrs. Tolly. I went a year to high school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wliat is your present occupation ? 

Mrs. Tolly. I am a housewife. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your last occupation other than that of 
a housewife? 

Mrs. Tolly. I don’t remember. I have worked all over the city at 
sometime or other, so I really couldn’t tell you. I have done practi- 
cally everything. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time used the name Hilda Knox t 

( The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Tolly. I invoke the fifth amendment. I refuse to answer that 
question because it might tend to incriminate me and it is not pertinent. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact that you joined the Communist 
Party in 1983 here in Los Angeles and that you registered under the 
name of Hilda Knox ? 

■( The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of an .affidavit of 
registration sworn to on August 16, 1939, to vote, in which it shows; 
the affiliation of the affiant. Will you examine it, please, and state 
whether or not this is. an affidavit prepared by you ? 

( A document was handed to the witness.) 

(The witness conferred withher counsel.) 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked Tolly Exhibit Ho. 1. 

Mr. Walter. It may be so marked. 

(Document marked “Tolly Exhibit Ho. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files.)' 

. Mr; Tavenner. Will you examine the name appearing in the affi- 
davit as the affiant, namely, Mrs. Matilda Berry, and state whether 
or not that is your signature ? 

(A document was handed to the witness.) 

( The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the affidavit shows that the affilia- 
tion given by the affiant is that of the Communist Party. 
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. Wereyou.a member of the Communist Party on August 16* 1939 ? 

( The witness-conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a similar affidavit, of registration,' sworn 
and subscribed toon July 16, 1942, and ask you to examine it and state 
whether or not you identify the signature thereto as being your 
signature. 

( A document was handed to the witness. ) 

( The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr: Taverner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked Tolly Exhibit No. 2. 

Mr. Walter. It will be so marked. 

(Document marked “Tolly Exhibit No. 2” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
July 16, 1942 ? 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Belmont-Temple Club 
of the Communist Party during the year 1941 ? 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not press director for that club as shown 
by the February 28, 1947, issue of the People’s World? 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner. It is the committee’s information that you were a 
delegate to the California State convention of the Communist Party 
held on J anua-ry 19-20, 1957. Were you a delegate to that convention ? 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the committee’s information that you were also 
a delegate to the Southern California District convention of the Com- 
munist Party held on April 13-14, 1957. Were you a delegate to that 
convention? 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what assign- 
ments were given to you to carry out Communist Party obligations 
and functions since April 13, 1957 ? 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer that question onthe same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee, from its investigation, has deter- 
mined that special instructions were given from time io time to party 
members to perform certain types of work within churches. Wereyou 
assigned work of that character ? 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer that question, also, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner; Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 

Mrs. Tolly. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Walter. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon, at 9 : 55n,.m.4 the witness was'excused.) • . 
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' TESTIMONY OE MARK ROBINSON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOHN T. McTERNAN 

Mi. Walter. Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Robinson. Ido. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state yout name, please ? 

Mr. Robinson. Mark Robinson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. McTernan. John T. McTernan, 112 W. 9th Street, Los 
Angeles, 15. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Robinson ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Robinson. I was born in Alberta, Canada, in 1915. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the United States ? 

Mr. Robinson. In 1918. 

Mr. Tavenner. Areyou a naturalized American citizen? 

( The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Robinson. I have a certificate of naturalization. I also claim 
citizenship because of the citizenship of my parents. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, derivative citizenship ? 

Mr. Walter. No. He is naturalized and he claims derivative citi- 
zenship. 

Mr.McTERNAN. No, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Robinson. I was born in Canada of American citizens and claim 
citizenship thereby. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your father’s name ? 

Mr. Robinson. James Roger Robinson. 

Mr. Tavenner. You state you also have a certificate of naturaliza- 
tion. When and where were you naturalized? 

Mr. Robinson. I was naturalized in Pulaski County, Missouri, in 
December, I believe, 1942, while a member of the Armed Forces. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Robinson. At 4441 Lynnfield Street, Los Angeles, California, 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Rorinson. Since 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to that ? 

Mr. Robinson. Immediately prior to my coming to Los Angeles, I 
was a member of the Armed Forces practically all over the world. 
Do you want me to go further? Do you want to know where I lived 
before that? . 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you enter the armed services ? 

Mr. Robinson. In 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner, You were discharged when ? 

Mr. Robinson. 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you hold an honorable discharge ? 

Mr. Robinson. Yes, sir. 


'coi^acuNisM in southern California are! '283 

Mr.'TAyENNiiR. Will ydu teM the com^ttee, plekse, wM^-your-edil- 
■cational training has been ? „ ^ . ‘ _ • 

Mr. Robinson. I am- a graduate of a public high* school. I have 
cue semester mbttetsubjebtih college. ' ’ ' 

Mr; Tavenner. Wliat is your present occupation? 

Mr. Robinson. I' am a furniture worker. ' . ■ 

Mr. Tayenner.' "Were you a ihe'mb'er bf 'the Communist Party at 
the tiftlepf your naturalisation in Missouri in Wi 2,? 

.Mr; Robinson. I 'decline to answer -this ^Uestibn' , 'on the grOunds 
•of the first amendment to the Constitution wRich invades iny right 
to free speech and association and on the fuitlmr grounds that such a 
■question is not pertinent to .any matters into which this committee may 
legislate. ” . ; * 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr, Robinson, in September, the committee con- 
ducted a hearing in L’os Angeles -and this is a 'continuance of that 
healing. At that time there was introduced in evidence 'as “Healey 
Exhibit No. 24,” a letter under date of March 26, 195*8, addressed to. 
the National Gommitteeof the Commtuiist Party o'f-th'e United' States 
"which was a letter of resignation from the, .Communist Party of , a 
number of individuals, * ‘ • . r ' J : 

Your name does not appear as one oftlie signatories to that letter. 
However, from the investigation that the committee has made we 
understand that this lbtter was submitted to yOu and that you Have 
seen it, and that you have endorsed it, and actually have withdrawn 
from the Communist Party. If that is 'true, ‘we want this record to 
show it. Will you state whether or not you have withdrawn from 
the Communist Party ? _ . 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) | 

Mr. Robistson. I decline to answer this on the same grounds as. 
previously stated.- ^ ' •> , ' . 

' Mr . TIvenner. This tetter 'contains a statement, Mf. Robinsoh ? on 
behalf of those who signed it, that, ‘We do not believe that condition’s 
are yet ripe for the etaergehbe of a definitive prograin. and organiza- 
tion. But we do feel that more limited Step’s^ can be taken which will 
help prepare the soil for something nC - ^ *' * *?’’ % 

What is that “something new” referred to in that letter by those who 
resigned? '• 

. (The witnfess Conferred with his counsel-) 

-Mr .‘ RORinsOn. I mil decline to answer jthat ‘qUestiOn Oh the 'saine 
grounds, .. . . ... . 

Mr ; Tavenner. Do you kiiOw who cOmposedthis letter? 

1 Mr. Robinson. Saifie answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did.you agree with its contents? 

Mr. Robinson. The same ah'swtef'.' 

Mr. Tavenner. As a worker in the furmture business, I aSsuiniebhat 
you were a member Of a union in that field, were yOu not, or are you 
not? - > , . 

(The witness conf erred with his counsel.) _ 

Mr. Robinson. I decline to answer , this question ph the same 
grounds. 

Mr ; Tavenner. Numerous .meetings of the Communist Party have 
been held at which Bernard Lusher, the head of the Labor Commis- 
sion of the Communist Party, spoke and made plans lot the wOrk 
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of the Communist Party within the field of labor. Are you acquainted 
with His plans? 

(The witness conferred with his, counsel. ) 

Mr. Robinson. I decline to answer on the same grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 
Mr. Robinson. I decline- to answer on the same, grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner, I have no .further questions. 

Mr. Johansen. When you entered the armed services, did you sign 
an affidavit under oath or otherwise swear that you did not belong to 


force and violence ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Robinson. I decline to answer this question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. JoHANSEN. Jn what branch of the. armed services did you serve.? 
Mr. Robinson. The U.S. Army. 

Mr. Walter. The witness is excused. . 

, (Whereupon at 10 :45 a.m., the witness was excused.) ' 

TESTIMONY OF DELfTNO VARELA, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ESTHER SHANDLER 


Mr. Walter. Will.you stand and raise your righthand-? 

Do you swear that the testimony which you are about togive will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Varela. Ido. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Varela. Mynameif Delfino Varela. 

.. Mr.. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
-identify herself for the record ? 

Miss Secandler. Esther Shandler, 208 West 8th Street, Los Angeles, 
14. 

Mr. Tavenner, When and where were you born, Mr. Varela.? 

Mr. Varela. Pecos, 1ST. Mex., November 14, 1926. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mi’. Varela. Los Angeles, Calif . 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Varela. For approximately 3ij& years ; September, of 1955. 

Mr. Tavenner, Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 

Mr. Varela, I hold a bachelor of arts degree from the University 
of New Mexico, in education and a master of social, work degree from 
the University of Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. The University of Michigan ? 

Mr. Varela. Yes, sir. , 

. Mr. Tavenner. What isyour present occupation ? 

Mr. Varela. Social worker. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Los Angeles?. 

Mr. Varela. In Los Angeles, yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in that occupa- 
tion? . 

Mr. Varela. Li Los Angeles or in general ? ■ 

: Mr. Tavenner. In Los Angeles. 
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' Mr. Barela. The same, time as. my residence, approximately three . 
and a half years. * . \ ' * ' *. 

Mr. Tavenner., Prior- to that period of time, what was your em- 
ployment? ' ' _ 

Mr. Varela. Prior, to that period of time I was- a social. service 
worker in Detroit, Michigan; . , . 

Mr.- Tavenner. .How long were you ,a social worker in. Detroit 
Michigan,' and between what. dates?. . ‘ • • ' ■ „ 

, • Mr. Varela. Between March of ,1954 and. around July of 1955. 

Mr. Tavenner, Prior to that time, how were you employed? , 
Mr. Varela. I was also. a social worker. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Varela., Pittsburgh. - * , 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the dates of your employment at 

Pittsburgh? . - - . > . , 

Mr. Varela. Approximately between September of 1952 and March 

of 1954.! * . ; ‘ 

Mr . Tavenner. While you were ‘engaged in the work of a social 
worker in Pittsbugh, were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr! Varela. My civic 'activity lias been dedicated to helping dis- 
abled .people an<L the Mexican- Americam people, of, which I am pne, 
■to assume the full responsibilities of their citizenship and topartici- 
pate more fully in their democracy.. However, I find that this type 
of questioning into people’s associations and beliefs has been a detri- 
ment to these objectives in the sense that it has.created.suspicions and 
fears, about any type of civic work, .... . 

Furthermore, answers to questions on associations and beliefs,, in 
my op ini on, violate the first, amendment to the Constitution which 
forbids Congress f rom legislating -in this area and consequently : , from 
investigating.in this area. . • a ■ ’ 

Therefore, I must also— questions asked at hearings of this type 
can' and often have been used against people in .future proceedings 
mo. matter how innocent, these people, may be, and, therefore, I must 
respectfully decline to answer the question-and avail myself of the 
privileges afforded me by the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you referring to that provision, of the, fifth 
amendmentirelating to self-incrimination? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Varela. I refer to that part of the fifth amendment which pro- 
vides that no-person needbe a witness against himself . 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a: member of the Communist Party while 
you. were engaged in social work in Detroit between 1954 and 19.55,3 
Mr. Varela .' Again,, sir,; ,1 must respectfully decline to answer the 
question on the same groundsas I have previously stated.' , 

, Mr. Walter. By whom were you employed while in Detroit? 

Mr. Varela. X, wonder if the .committee ; at this time would inform 
me as to the subject under ifiqjuiry here today and how this subject 
relates to my place Of employment, - „ 

Mr. Walter. This4s.merely,a preliminary question. 

Mr. Varela.. I wouldlike them- . ■ 

Mr. Walter. You have already testified that, you were engaged in 
.this type of work .and I think we have.a.right; to. know whether or not 
you were doing it for a private organization, a public., organization, 
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or you were doihe It as 'to act of charity yo'iii-self. J You have opened 
tile door for this line of questioning, ^ 

Mr. Yaeei-a. I would liliC 'to request agitiii that the- coKLmitEee : ex- 
pJain to me the subjept under inquiry and the relevancy of niv -place of 
employment to ru 

Mr. Walter. 

Mr, Varela. 

*^the qu,. — * ,ruui « uirnu iu ue wirnarawn, 

Mr. Walter, The cbmmittfee is endeavoring to ascertain what the 
objective 'of the Communist movement is at the moment, and m en- 
eavormg to ascertain these facts, we would like to know just exactly 
wnat yon have been doing, because we have information that you are 
an 4 ia rr e ^ een ^9 nn ^ cte ^ this Commuhist ihoyement, 

Mr. Varela, Mr, ChAirmaiij my employer ifi Detroit isehgaged in 
proyidmg social service and bringing the. name of an employer into 
these types of hearings, I am afraid, might jeopardize the ability of 
these employers to provide the social service* , 

" ^herniore, the chairman of this committee made it quite clear 
some time ago that Tie hail no intention that, these hearings should he 
the cause of people Iosiiig their fobs. I am surfe that you can appre- 
Giate tile problems that a disabled person like myself would have in 
gaining employment when dismissed under these circumstances aiid 
with the problems of afty disabled persons- • 

Mr* WAtTER. I appreciate that very fully and I feel very sympa- 
thetic, ana xor that reason I cannot understand why you would not lean 
oyer backward to avoid doing anything that would make your posi- 
tioiror any positron less secure; 

Mr, Varela. For that reason^— that was one of iny reasons for re- 
questing that questions as to hiy 'employers 7 identity be withdrawn, 
Mr, Walter: Mr. Tavernier can ask the question, and you can de- 
■clineto answer it if you See fit, 

JThe witness conferred with his counsel. ). 

Mr* TAvENi^Eii. We are merely asking you for whom you were 
working wliile you were in Michigan, 

Mx* Varela* X would rather hot say. 

Mr* Walter. Do you decline, to answer that ? 

Mr. Varela. Yes, sir* 

Miss, Shandler, That was not a direction, was it 
Mr* Walter, No. 

. l mentioned the fact that you were interested 

m ivfexic'ah affairs. Have you read the resolution presented at the 
^K^ z ^^onal meeting of the District Council of the Communist 
Party for the Southern District of California which was held in 
April of 1957? 

_ ^ r * -f would like to decline to answer that question, 

T ^P^ c tf tilly ,orx the groUnds.that I have previously stated, 

IVtr. Tavenner, Is there ah Organization within the Comihuhist 
Party in the Southern District of California which centers upon ac^ 
tivities, Communist Party activities, MthMexicans? 

Mr, Varela, I respectfully decline to. answer the question* sir, on 
the grounds that I have previously stated* , 

Ta^nner. Are you currently a member of the Boyle Heights 
-Club of theCommunist Party? * 
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Mr. -Varela.; Again, sir,. I would- lik&to respo/ifuliy decline to- an- 
swer- your question; on the grounds I have previously stated-. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the Boyle Heights Club within the Zapata Sec- 
tion of Abe CommnnistBarty? , 

Mr. Varela.. I decline to answer that question, respectfully, sir, on 
'the grounds I have previously .statecL 
Mr. Walter. Where is that section? 

Mr. Wheeler; Los, Angeles. ’ - . • . . 

Mr. Tavknner. Are you now acting under any assignment from 
the Communist Har.ty?' _ ‘ 

Mr.* Varela. I respectfully .decline to- answer the question on the 
grounds I previously stated. 

Mr. Johansen. Mr. Chairman, in- that connection I would like the 
record-, to show 'very clearly that the witness- gaye as one of his 
gro.unqs f or declining to answer - that to dp so wpuldunvolve testif ying 
against, himself. 

Mr. Walter. I think the record will show that. 

Mr. Taveni^er. Will you, tell the. committee, please,, what; new plans 
have been evolve’d by the Communist Party with respect to- the Mex-i- 
csm question? . - 

. Mr. Varela-. L respectfully decline: to.answer the question, sir, on the 
grounds that I previously stated. 

Mr. Walter. Thi s is par ticiU arly important. Th.erqhas been- intro- 
duced in Congress several bills > one- by Mr. Cellerof New./York,, im- 
posing a quota on Mexicans immigration. Evers since I have been 
chairman of the Immigration- and Naturalization Subcommitteej-we 
’have felt that there, ought/ not. to be any quotum inlthe. Western Hemi- 
sphere and there are not any, as. you know* and anyone from, the 
Argentine, all the way ■fromHewfoundl.andj. for: that matter, can come- 
into -the United States. It has proved satisfactory. , ;■ 

.Now-, if ther.eis gping tosbe; an organization of Communists within, 
this Mexican- American group, it may well be that the-same thing will 
happen that has happenedrin other areas, and it -would be, indeed un- 
fortunate for our diplomatic relations in this hemisphere: So.I think 
you ought to consider this very -carefully. 

You are employed, and you can render a. great service to .the people 
-in whom you say you are ■ i n teres te cl an d , if you -are, sincerely interested 
in them, I think you. will answer these questions! * - 

Mr. Varela. Sir, it is because^oi fhe-.f easons^that L stated- previously' 
that I do feel- that qu^bfons mtopeople?Siassociat-iohs andlbeliefs make-. 
the.-,wp%:.qf: helping people/ toihp; good-citizens and participate' fully 
in the. community because I do heSeve'that -this- type- of inquiry - does/ 
violate tire first amendment torthe- Constitution and, also, questions, 
no matter- how you- answer- them, .can., and have been used in. later 
proceedings, and for that reason I) must respectfully -decline, to.- answer- 
on the grounds that I p r e v i ou s I-y j stated. , .1 " . • . 

-Mr^plAysNPTERi; Ate you ; a, member -of- the Communist Party; now? 
Mr. Varela. Again, sir, I must’respectfully decline tcyanswer the-, 
question on the grounds I have, previously, stated: . > J . ; : 

.Mi*. Walter. : Eor Bow longfdid -ypu.;statecyou- have.beem-mi Cali- 
fornia..?; > . Vi. <!•;••• .1 . u .< I: / • ‘ • 

Mr-. .Varela- Appr ox'imately. three; an d/a 1 half years/ - , - 

; <■ - -j V-'.- .r i - i -v < 'i ■ <’ ■ r- -, - .> f -i 
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Mr. Walter. Did you come here for the purpose of engaging in 
colonization work among Mexicans or Americaris Of Mexican 
extraction? 

Mr. Varela. I must respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds I previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Walter. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon, at 11:40 a.m., the witness was excused.) 

TESTIMONY OE BEN KARR, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, ESTHER 

SHANDLER 

Mr. Walter. Will you raise your rijght hand, please ? 

Do you swear that the testimony which, you are about to give be 

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr* Karr. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Karr. Ben Karr. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel identify herself for the record, please? 

Miss Shandler. Esther Shandler, 208 West 8th Street, Los An- 
geles 14. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you bom? 

Mr. Karr. May 1, 1916, New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Karr. Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles ? 

Mr., Karr. Since December of 1949. 

Mr: Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what yOur 
educational training has been? 

Mr. Karr. I have- a baccalaureate in. education from the City Col- 
lege/of New York. 

Mr.. Tavenner. When did you receive that degree ? 

Mr. Karr. In 1981. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Karr. I am. a presser. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that in the needle- trade work? 

Mr. Karr. That’s right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your degree is what? 

Mr. Karr. Bachelor of business administration. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have hot, then, followed the- particular work 
for which you prepared yourself ?' 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. KARR.. I am not following it now; no, sir. - 

Mr. Tavenner. Have, you followed it? 

(The witness conferred with His counsel. 1 ) 

Mr. Karr. I intend to invoke my constitutional privileges in re- 
gard to -this question: 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

_ Mr. Karr. In that regard, I woulddike to- say 'that -it is -my con- 
sidered opinion that the work of this committee has hadthe- objective 
effect of creating, in this country a climate of fear; one which makes 
very difficult, if not impossible, that free exchange of ideas which are 
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so necessary or which is so necessary to the growth of ourselves as in- 
dividuals and as to the maintenance of our democratic institutions.. 
In addition?, I feel this committee has used its power for an un- 
warranted invasion of personal privacy and for prosecution by 
exposure.. 

For that reason, I feel that aiding or abetting the work of this 
committee would not be in the best interests of our* country. For the 
above and for the additional protection of myself ^ I decline to answer 
that question on the constitutional grounds, specifically 'the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you referring to 'that provision of the fifth 
amendment agairist self -incrimination ? , 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Karr. I refer to that provision that ho person need bear witness 
against himself. ; 

Mr.. Tavenner. You came to California in 1949. Have you been 
engaged in the occupation of apresser during that entire period? 

Mr. Karr. I went into pressing several months after I came here 
and I have been in that occupation ever since. _ , 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you work in that occupation prior to coming 
to California? 

Mr. Karr/ I decline to answer that ^ question on the* same grounds; 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you disclose to your employer in 1949 the fact 
that you had the degree from college that you told us you have?* 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Karr. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 
Mr. Tavenner. Why did you select the position of a presser with 
all the educational qualifications that you had? 

Mr. Karr. Sameanswer.- f > ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you . advised in New York to get out into the 
trades for "any Communist Party purpose? 

Mr. Karr. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you represent the Needle Trades Section of the 
Communist Party in the Communist Party organization in this area? 
Mr. I£arr. Same answer. ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. The coimmittee’s information is that you are one 
of the 62 . members of the, District. CounciLof the Communist .Party^ 
for the Southern District of California. Are you U member of the* 
district council? 

Mr. Karr,. Same ; answer. * _ 

’ Mr. "W alter. What comprises the southern district? . • ; - 

Mr; Tavenner. From the list that we have, there were 28 sections 
south of a certain line drawn through the state. ' 

Mr. Walter. Is this one of the sections that you are talking about? 
Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. Ourf testimony back iiiHeptembef showed 
that there is a district, council set-up composed of 62 members elected 
from these various sections.. I have just asked, the witness whether 
hte is oh “the district council. . , . ‘ . , * 

This district council also has/an executive board composed of ten 
persons^ according to the coimnittee’s information.^ Will you verify 
that as being correct? - V 

Mr. Karr. Sameanswer. v * **'*,,' 
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Mr. Ta vender,. The committee has considerable information re- 
garding the. monthly meetings that have been held by this district 
council, but according -to Onr information, you have not been in . at- 
tendance -at many .of them. 

Is that because you are working in the- labor field and have been 
instructed to stay a.w.ay from, these particular meetings? 

Mr. Karr, Sameanswer. 

Mr- Tavenner. Are yon-acgua.in,ted with Bernard Lusher, the head 
of the Labpr -Commission of the Communist Party for the Southern 
District of California? 

(The witness conferred with hia counsel.) 

Mr. Karr. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are tlie .present plans of the Communist Party 
within, the field of labor; or in, this. area?. 

Mr. Karr. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not true that a. new organizational set-up- has 
been resorted to, that of‘ uniting in; one group the representatives 
from the field of labor from, all- of the different- sections of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Karr. Same answer.. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your particular assignment at this time in 
the. Communist Party ? 

Mr. Karr. The-same answer. 

Mr, Tavenner. Are you, now a member of the- Communist Party ? 1 

Mr. Karr. T he same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hayeno^rtherquestions, Mr.. Chairman. 

Mr. Walter, The wftness is .excused.. 

(Whereupon, at 11 : 4 ;% api^thewitness was excused. ) 

Mr. Walter. The committee will be in recess until S o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 3;1 : : 50 a.m-. Wednesday, February 25, the hearing 
in the above-entitled matter was recessed^ to be- reconvened at -2 p.m. 
of the same day.) - 

AFTERNOON- SESSION— W E DNESD AY, FEBRUARY 25 , 1959 

Mr. Walter, The committee will be insession. 

TESTIMONY OP SOPHIE. SIMIH.OSEI,. ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL,. 

WILLIAM B. MITREISK 

Mir. Walter, Do you swear that the testimony which you are- about, 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? , ’ " " 

Mrs. Sihinoskt. f do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Willyou,state your .name, please ? 

Mrs. SimNOSKn Sophie Siminosld. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel piesBC. 'identify hiinsel f f or the record ? : 

Mr. Murrish. William Murrish, member .of the -Los Augeleg Baiv 

Mr-. Tavenner, Are.y.ou “Miss.” op“Mrs;” ?. ■ . 

Mrs,.,SpiriNOSK'i. - “Mrs,” ' ■ : 

Mr. Tavenner. WUlyoti spell your maiden name? 

Mrs. Siminoski. S-m-o-r-i-d-o-n. , - 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born? 
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Mrs. Siminoski. In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TavenNer. Where doyounow reside? 

Mrs. Siminoski. 1612 Cerro Gordo Street*. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that G-o-r-d-o? 

Mrs. Siminoski. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles ? 

Mrs. Siminoski. Approximately 17 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee, please, what your educational 
traininghas been. ' 

Mrs: Siminoski. High school. ' * 

Mi-. Tavenner. What is your occupation? ‘ ' 

Mrs. Siminoski. I am a housewife. 

•Mr. Tavenner. What is the last occupation you followed other than 
a housewife? . - * 

Mrs. Siminoski. A stenographer. 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you last, working as a stenographer ? 

Mrs. Siminoski. About-2 years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information thatithe new organ- 
i zation of the Communist Party for the Southern District of California 
is comprised of at least 28 ^ections and that these sections are divided 
into clubs*. One of these (sections, we are; advised’, has the name of 
Eclio Park Section. ' _ 

Have yoU been a functionary within the past 2 ! years in this section 
of the Communist Party, the Echo Park Section ? 

Mrs. Siminoski. That, question violates my- rights' and my duties 
under the United States Constitution, both in its entirety as a guaranty 
Of free, democratic government, and in several of its vital, amendments 
and provisions as hereafter stated, and I will, therefore,, decline to 
answer that question and all like it upon each and all of the follow- 
ing constitutional legal grounds: ! 

1. I decline to answer, first, upon the ground of freedom of speech, 

thought, and association* under the first amendment, and* because this 
committee under that amendment has no authority, power, or jurisdic- 
tion to inquire into iny beliefs, speech Or ’associations in this or- any 
particular. • , “ • , , ‘ 

2. I decline to answer,, secondly, .because this .committee in' its entire 

proceedings here, and particularly respecting this stated question, is 
without lawful jurisdiction, power or authority under the, due process 
clause of* tlie fifth, amendment and under the .provisions inwhole, qf the 
Constitution. '. - , v : ( 

This is* so because the authorizing, statute and resolution under 
whichit operates is unconstitutionally vague and lacking, -in standards, 
terms or provisions communicating to me or to any witness, or to a 
■court. or hearing body, any meaningful or definable contents or cri- 
teria, either as a. matter of substantive or of procedural law., 

Mr. Tavenner. Don’t read quite so rapidly, please. 

Mr s. Siminoski. To the contrary, it is standardless and establishes 
ail instrument of arbitrary power only, and of censorship. Purther, 
neither said authorizing statute or resolution, nor any statement, , act 
or declaration of this committee establishes, evidences or communi- 
cates any manner or respect in which the said stated question, is or c.an 
be pertinent. in law and .under the Constitution, and particularly under 
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the decision in Watkins. V; U.Syto-any lawjml investigative object or 
purpose of Congress, or of tbis,commitfee, or at a)L 
S. I decline to answer, thirdly, upon the ground thaf this committee 
lias no jurisdiction in tliis hearing and as tq the stated .question be- 
cause the committee, its activities, its authorizing resolution,, and the 
specific question concerned here^all violate the Constitutional separa- 
tion of Congress 1 legislative power from the judicial power. This is 
Contr ary to. Articles I andill of the 'Constitution. * 

Mr, Tayjsnner. Slow down in reading, please: 

Mrs. SiariNOSKi, There is also a violation of the even more funda- 
mental separation of Congress: 1 legislative power from the sovereign 

E ower of the people over all the branches of government as secured 
_y Articles’ I, II and III of the Constitution, the Preamble, the guar- 
anty of republican government secured in Article IV and the provi- 
sions of the whole of the Bill of of Rights Amendments! tq!£. 

4- Pin ally, inseparably Trqm the first amendment I will decline to 
answer the stated question under the rights given me by the fifth 
amendment aiid the decision of tile Supreme Court in Quinn v. U.S., 
upon the -grounds that the published hearing^ reports, releases and 
newspaper declarations -of tins committee and its officers a^nd its rep- 
resentatives, incjudingthecircnmsta 1 n.ce?thatithas declared itpossesses 
eleven rooms and more of files of accusatoiy dossiers upon or affecting 
more than a million individuals; and more than 1,000 organizations, 
and lias denounced as “subversive”, ^im r American,” and “treason- 
able, 11 all of sucfiland 'all other individuals, causes^ groups and ideas 
affecting any and every’ humanitarian subject or purpose known to 

\ Mr. Tavenner: Slot? down, please: . , * 

Mrs. SiMnsrosMi Ajfford- me basis, in law for refusing to be a wit- 
ness against myself and for protecting myselfim the^ Supreme Court’s 
words Against “tyrannous prosecution, 11 under said fifth ^amendment, 
and under said? amendment,! do therefore decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenmek, Will you tell the committee, please, whether Eliza - 
hetirSpSctor is section organizer of thfrEcho Park Section of tiie Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. SiMiNosim* TJndeh all the grotmds. previously stated I decline 
to answer- - ' 




* ■ £ 
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Mr. Taverner) 'W lmVare the present Communist Party directives 
being carried out by this section oi the Communist Party,* if you 
know? , , 

Mrs. Siminoski. On all the grounds' previously mentioned, I de- 
cline to answer. 


Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a regular attendant at the meetings 
of this section of the Communist Party! 

Mrs * Siminoskl On all the grounds previously mentioned, I de- 
clinetopnswer. 

* Mr. Tavenner. Are you a mehiber at this time of the Echo Park 

Section of the OnmiUirmst Ph'.rf.trnf Vnc Ario^lo^ 1 '* 


VA wiu vuiiiumuiyvj, VJL H 

Mrs. SiiUNOSKf. :Oii all the grounds previously mentioned, I de- 
cline toahSwer. ' 1 ' ' ' ' 

' Mr. Tavbnner. Wh&t!yj3e of '^ campaigii is being waged ho'w 1 with- 
in that section to maintain its membership! 
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4 Mrs. Siminoski. ©n ,-all -the igrolmds previously mentioned 1 , ■ I. de- 
cline to' answer. • •• .. • >*► •> '* • ’ r* 

- MivTavenner. I havemo further questions. ’ •* ■ 

Mr. Waltkr. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon, at 2 :35 p.m», the "witness: was excused. ) 4 

iTESTIMONY .of HARRY ..HUNT,. ACCOMPANIED BY .COUNSEL, 

- - DANIEL CK MARSHALL" ' • • . 

, • , • i • • . • v . . • ' • .< - •' 

Mr. Walter. Will you raise your Ei^hirhandj-please.. • < - • _ • »:• 

Do you .swear that the- testimony .which you are about to give wilT.be 
the truth,. -the whole truth, 'and nothing-bub the truth, so- help- you 

God?' ’ • . '■ •: * • . ‘ ' /' f •»* ‘ 

- *Mr. Hunt. 1 1 do; • . . • " '■ '*• . * ■ 

Mr. Tavennosr. State your name, please: »v .... • ' 

Mr. Hunt. Harry Hunt. , 

Mr, Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the'^vitness please -iden- . 
tify himself for the record. 

Mj^MAESiTALt,.- Daniel G. Marshall; • ’ 

MreTAVBNNEEU Wheh'and where* wereyquboim? 1 > 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. )*’ 1 • 

‘Mr.* Hunt.. P-decline-tb answer- this .question upon the following 
grounds: Primarily; upon, my * rights under the- first amendment to 
the Constitution-fUf ithe United ’States,- supplemented .by. the :self-: 
incriminating clause of the fifth amendment, .and upon the further 
ground 'that it lacks- pertinency and -is beyond the powers of this 
committee. _ ‘ ' ' ' . ‘ 

Mr. Walter. I directyou !.o answer the question. , : 

(The witness'Conf erred with hisicounsel.)'. « • . 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer -this question- upon the following, 
grounds : Primarily, upon my rights under-' the first ‘amendment tojthe 
Constitution of the United .States^ supplemented 1 by the self-incrimi- 
nating clause of- the fifth amendment, and upon'tne further.’ ground 
that it lacks pertinency, and is beyond the powers -of this .cornmitteel- 
1 >Mr: Tavenner. Do- you- honestly contend th’at'-to give this- commit- 
tee your address might subject you -to- .criminal prosecution# ' * - 

(The witness conferred with his 'counsel-.); * - ‘ ' . 

•Mr. Hunt. I decline* to .answer -this question upon the -following’ 
grounds: Primarily, upon my rights -under the first amendment to 
the Constitution of the United. :States, supplemented by the 'self- 
incrimination .clause of tlie .fifth- mhendinerif afid 7 upon the’ further 
ground that it lacks pertinency and is beyond the 1 powers 'of -this 1 
committee. ' • • ’ > • • • 

Mr. Moulder. You are appearing here as a witness; dn response to a 
subpena?' -•/ - *>'> • •*•»*’ , v ' 

Mr. Hunt. Yes, sir. 1 ' • : ^ -. r . : - 

Mr. Moulder. After being directed by the- chairman of our com- 
mittee to ! 'answer -the question which was, propounded to you! by coun- 
sel,, doyou realise that you might .be-m'aJking yourself subject- to -being 
in contempt of Congress and sub jpfct tb prbS'ecutioir? • ' 

(The witness conferred with hfs counsel.) ’ ■ " . * g ' -. 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to- answer this question upon tlie fopWing 
grounds :• Primarily, ' upon* my rights under- <the first r amendment -to* 
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the Constitution: of the United States, supplemented by the self- 
mcriminationclause of the fifth amendment and upon the further 
ground that it lacks pertinency and is beyond the power? of the 
committee. 

Mr. Marshall. May I address the Chair ?. 

In the event that other questions are asked of this witness as to 
which he desires to exercise his privilege, will it be stipulated that 
whenever lie states that he declines to answer,, that it will be deemed 
that his grounds are the grounds he has stated with respect to the 
questionsheretofore asked of him ? 

-■Mr. Walter. Yes, that will be understood — that when the witness 
declines to answer it will be on .the grounds heretofore stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated you are here pursuant to a subpena 
served upon you. Will yon examine the paper that is being handed 
to you and state whether or not tliat appears to be. a copy of the sub- 
pena served on you ? 

- (The witness conferred with liis counsel.) 

Mr. Hunt. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the reverse side of it and see 
whether or not there is a return by the sheriff’s office, showing that 
there was service on you?_ The name appears at the bottom. 

Mr. Marshall. The witness probably does not comprehend that. 
The endorsement shows the service of this subpena on Harry Hunt 
and it purports to bear the signature of a person whom I take to-be a 
deputy sheriff. - 

Mr.- Ta venn nit. Do you see on .the back of the subpena the state- 
ment just read by your counsel ? 

Mr. HuNT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does not the return show that service was made on 
you at 824 West 74th Streep -Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is your correct address, is it not? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to. answer. 

Mr, Tavenner.: Are you a subscriber to the Daily People’s World ? 
Mr, Hunt. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I call to your attention that yqu are listed as a sub- 
scriber' and that your address is listed as 824 West 74th Street. Does 
that change your answer ? 

Mr. Hunt. I ; decline to answer, sir. , 

Mr.; Tavenner, Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present occupation? 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a resident of Los Angeles? 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner, Mr, Hunt, do you expect us to believe that you are 
acting in good faith in refusing to answer those questions on the 
ground.of possible Self-incrimination? 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have shown in, evidence, Mr. Hunt, through an 
earlier hearingtlmt upon the .reorganization of the Communist Party 
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for the Southern District of California in 1957 that various meetings 
have been held of the district council of that organization/ /Oiie of 
those meetings was held, on July 27, 1958. 

It is- the committee’s information that you. were present at that 
meeting and took part in the meeting. Did; you take part; in- that 
meeting? „ « .* ' 

‘(The; witness conferred with. his counsel.) . 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer, sir. ’ • 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall that at that meeting considerable dis- 
trust was spread of the chairman of the Communist Party for the 
Southern District of California, and that in fact, Max Steinberg of- 
fered a resolution to remove her from office? 

W ere you present when, that motion was made ? 

(The, witness conferred with his counsel.); 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner.. Did you not .arise, and address the gathering and 
state in substance that the suggestion of removing Dorothy Healey 
was no good, in other words, that' you opposed the; suggestion .of her 
removal? 4 1 ; _« 4 r . * 

Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did younottake the position that her removal would 
not;solve the problems with which the Communist Party in' this ^ area 
was faced? - . 

Mr., HuNT. I decline to .answer, ,sir. - / \ 

- Mr. IIAvenner. In other words, you are oil Dorothy Healey ?s side? 

* Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer, sir. / ' ** v |>r 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not at that time; statethatthe main problem 
of the* party wasthat the party had been isolated from the" masses! 
Mr. Hunt. I decline to answer, sir. < ? : ’ , • > r : ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. What plans were made by the^Commuhist Party 1 to 
try to solve this problem of isolation fromthe toasses? ' % * * • 

Mr. Hunt.- I decline to answer, sir. * / ^ > f 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the committee’s information, the 
monthly meeting of the district council of the* Communist Party/ for 
the month of September was held on ^September 21$ 1958, and* you 
were alsopresent at this meeting and participated™ it. - ' - % 

Did youparticipate as a speakerinthat meeting? ' , “ * 

. (The. witness conferred with his counsel;) ’ / . ; r * 

Mr. Hunt. Tdecline to answer. - ^ ^ 

Mr, Tavenner. According to the committee’s mfp^ation;ybu\also 

S articipated in the monthly meeting of the, district council held' on 
oy ember 28, 1958. Did you so participate ? * . * , C ; ' ' f 

Mr. Hunt, t decline to answer, sir. ' ..." ./;.. # \ 

Mr. Tavenner; The bomMtfee- is* i'nformed’of the activities’ at a 
.monthly meeting of that brganization ’held as late as January' 25, 1959. 
Did yqu participate at that meeting? ; v 

(The witriess< conferred with* his counsel?) \ > v--/- ’’ 

, ;Mr. HuNT. I decline to answer. /*7_ . ** fV 

Mr; Tavenner. W as not that ifteeting of the district,' cbuncil;grea£iy 
divided in its views regarding a report made by Charlene ; MitcheIl 
regarding action taken on the Negro question . at the national executive 
committee meeting in New York?, v " / ;"* * v: 

s "(The.witness conferred with his counsel. ) \ 
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Mr, Hunt, I decline to answer, sir. > £ 1 a : 

Mr, Tayennek, Did yon not. -arise aiid: state at this meeting that 
the bringing up of this question at this time had caused a serious split 
inihe Commimis tParty# * 1 ^ : ; 

Mri'HijNT. Idecline tWhs w§r, shv 

t Mr. Tayenner; Did you not express at this meeting that the rela- 
tionship of the Communist Party to' the Negro people had -not been 
good? * - i 

Mr* Hunt, I declined 6 anbwer ; sir, ■ 1 < p " ■ f . 

Mr, Tavenner' Had the relationship of the Communist Party to 
the Negro people been good % 

Mr, Hunt. I decline to answer v siri 

Mr, Tavenner, Will you tell the committee, please, what plan the 
Communist Party has in thi$ areato .solWthis problem hi this dispute 
which has been raised within the party# i j > h 
Mr, Hunt, I decline to answer^ sir; * ■*.. < ■ 

Sfe Tavenner. - Were you present at the time that Charlene Mitchell 
complained that the 1 white, members’ of the Communist Party were 
discriminating against her by not paying contributions to her but on 
the other hand, paying them to her cotreasurer,’ a wlnte person? ' ■ 
t ;( Th e witness; conferred with his counsel:}? ' ‘ * 
Mr^Hu^vld^line:to:answer, sir* - 1 - 

Mr, Tayenner. With all the talk that goes on by the Communist 
Party about its interest in the Negro people, ias a lnatter\of fact, .there 
is, r discnmination , against * th& Negro! people/ within the Communist 
Party, is there not? + j ,, \ <, » m - 

Mr, JIuNTi I declinedo answer, .sir ,> , t . > r . r 

Mr. Wai/imi,; Did yoh; hot hear the-charge coming L from this colored 
girl that there was discrimination against Negro people? 

Mr I decline to#isWer, sir. y - A t 
__ Mr, Tavenner, # Y ou &re4: member of the-62-inehiber DistrictCqufH 
cil of the Connnunist Party for the Southern District qi California,, 
are yoiu-aiQt?' ?. L . F .. , 

Mr, Hunt; I decline to answer, sir. 

r M r * Tavenner, Yop hold that position today, doyoq not?; v 
Mr. Hunt, I decline tq answer 1 , sir, - .< ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. I -have no ferther questions, Mr. Chairman.. 

Mr, Walter. Are there any questions 1 ? r ’ 

Mr, Moulder. Did you state your occupation,? i * 

Mr, Hunt* J decline to (answer, sir, . , . , 

Mrr, W alter >: Thfr^iita^ t . < * ' r 

(Whereupon, at 2 :55 p.m^ tho. wifeless wu.s> excused.); j * ■ v ' , ■ ' f 

' ' : * , , , ; J 

TESTIMONY OE ARTHUR BEO W,. AC0QME4NIEI);BY ’COUNSEL', 

. ‘ » MORTIMER. YOGEE ’• •' ■ - 

Mr. Walter. Will you stand and raise jpur pight jianclvplease. 

Do you swear that the testimony y^u ate about' t$ gwe: 'frill be 
the trpfh, the whQletruth;and nothing but the truth'^ helpyoU God ? 

, Jlr.-BROVJv I d,o... 

;3fe TAVEUNRR. What is your name, please? - 
Mr. Brown. Arthur-Brown. 1 ' . ■ 

Mr. Tatonner. Will counsel identify hbnself fof the record, .please? 


\ 

j 


r • 


com m dlasii ' m ’southern California Area &§? 

Mr. YoGiiL.’ ‘Mortimer 'Vb'geTcSf ‘Log Angeles. . 1 p 

Mr. Ta venn f.k. I hand you what purports to bo the subperia served 
upon you and will you examine it and state whether or no tbit appears 
to you to be. a.cojrv of the subperia requiring -your presence here today ? 

Mr. Tavenner. You -will note it is made- out in the name of Art 
Brown. You are commonly knbwii by- that name of Art Brown, : -are 
you not? - , * ' '' 

Mr. Brown. Yes, sir. - "' • ' • . •' 

Mr. TAvnionsK. Whefe'do- you live, ‘Brown ? 1,v 'i r *. ■'< 

Mr. Brown. 9946 T^dodhle Jiveriud,. -Btooima, California. • ■ .* 

Mr. TAtonnek; When arid where were you born'?' • 

Mi’. Brown-. l^ew'Yprk-'Gity, 1 November 4, 1915; » - • • 

Mr. Tavenner. Howlbrighave'yoriliveddn California?. 

Mr. Brown. ATittle less'thah 2 ; -year§; \ \ ‘\- 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live- immediately' 'before coming 
to 'California?' • t - ; ’ • 

Mr. BrOwn. New’ Jersey.* : • ‘ .p * ■'* ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you liveirihTew Jersey ? *- 
Mr. Brown. Sir, I. must decline to answer that question on* ‘the 
basis of the first arid fifth 'amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr, Walter. Do you honestly feel' 'that if you 1 told, where you lived 
in New Jersey you might ’be"sub]ecfc -to’ criminal prbsecution? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) _ , 

Mr. B rown. Iha'ustrdfusetoansWenthdt question.- ■* 

Mr. Walter. . I direct yriu tb ahswer the question. * . • * '■ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) **, 1 ' * • 

Mr. Brown. I must refuse to answer the- question on the basis of 
'the first an<|' fifth amendment and* the pertinency bf The -committee to 
thisqhe,stibri. .<■ *' '* • , f ‘ ‘ ’ '* ■" ' 

Mr.' ThvhNNER;- -By' stating -that you rely ! on- the 'fifth Amendment 
are you referring to that part of the fifth amendment relating to self- 
incrimination? . _ _ '*''*/ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel: 1 )' 1 1 *•* * • \\* 

Mi-. Brown. 'I believe the' counsel’ is fully - aware of the importance 
* and meaning- of the fifth amendment and I have based my refusal to 
answer qnthe fifth amendment. *•' *•’-•” , y ' * ’■ 

MeBTavenner:' There are' -various’ parts''of--fhe fifth ’amendment, 
some of which mean one thing and! some another,- -s5; if you refuse to 
■state which part you rely upon, "I wilb again '.ask; the - chairmaji to. 
direct ydritoariswef tfrequestibif. I'-um- _ *“ : y 

’ ; 1 Mr; Walter. Yes’; 1 you hre ; dif ebtfed-tb answefi the' question." 1 “ 

(The witness conferred Witliliis-counseB) ’ * • •* ” p ' 

Mr. Brown. I base my refusal to answer r ori the basis of the fifth 
amendment and all the parts of the fifth-amendment. \ 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you honestly believe that' to answer that 'question, 
might terid to incriminate you ^’ ’ * * . *! 

Mr. Brown. The same answeipsir. 1 1 ' , ' *-;t . 1 ' " * V ' r ‘ * 

Mr, Tavenner,. Will, you: .tell the committed, please, how long -you 
lived in New JStsfey? ‘ : " f *' 

(Tile witness conferred with his counsel:)' ' : ' , 

Mr. Brown. Hived all. nry life inNew Jersey, siiyexcept for a ssort 
period as a baby and up until the- time ! came to ’California . f ‘ - * 
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Mr. TaveNner. Can you tell us if, you served in the Armed Forces 
of- theUnited States ? 

Mr. Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time ? 

Mr. Brown. I was in the Armed Forces for just shy of five years. 

Mr. Tavenner. From what date to what date? 

Mr. Brown. From J une, I believe,' the 11th — what year was it before 
Pearl Harbor? 

Mr. Tavenner. 1940 was before Pearl Harbor. 

Mr. Brown. Pearl, Harbor was in December. I was drafted June 
before Pearl Harbor and served until the end of the war and was 
separated from service as a first lieutenant in, February 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what branch of the service did you serve? 

Mr. Brown. I was ,in the Adjutant General’s division. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has.been? 

Mr. Brown. I graduated from high school in New Jersey, in Cran- 
ford, New Jersey, and I attended Union Junior College for two 
years. I attended three years at night and I had two years college 
credit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whatsis your present occupation? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brown. I must refuse to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your occupation while living in New 
Jersey, say, from the time you got out of the Army up until the time 
you came to California? 

Mr. Brown. The same answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you; have- any regular employment at all for 
which you received compensation while in New Jersey between the 
time. of your discharge from the Army and the time of your coming 
here? 

Mr. Brown. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you leave the State of New Jersey and come to 
California for any reason related to activities of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Brown. The same answer. 

Mr, Tavenner. You were an organizer for the Communist Party at 
Middlesex, New j ersey, between 1946 and 1947, were you not ? 

Mr. Brown, The same answer, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee’s information is that you were a 
delegate to the national convention in New York City but that you 
did nof attend. Were you elected as a delegate ? 

1 Mr. Brown. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend ? 

Mr. Brown. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in attendance at a New Jersey State 
leadership meeting during the year 1954 ? 

Mr. Brown. Sir, I must give the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not transferred in 1956 from Union 
County, N.J., to Essex County, N.J., for work in the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Brown. The same answer, sir. 


f 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were' yoiunot active in the raising of funds for the 
Communist Party in New Jersey as late as 1956 ? • 

. Mr. Brown. Same answer. '* 

Mr. Tavenner. On your arrival inCalifomia, did you immediately 
affiliate with a local group of the Communist Party?: 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr., Brown. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. We are informed that there is a Section of the Com- 
munist Party known as the, “Valley” group; Have you heard of it ; ? 
Mr. Brown. Same answer. ' , * - 1 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of it now ? 

Mr. Brown. Same answer. , • 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not-want to leave the inference that I think you 
are a member of it now, but I will ask you whether- you were a mem- 
ber of it prior to March 26' 1958. . ‘ 

Mx\ Brown. I must give the same answer, ;sir. 

Mr. Walter. Before the question is asked, do not tel! him, counsel, 
“same answer.” Wait until the question is asked before you prompt 
the witness. . • ‘ 

Mr. Vogel. It -is fairly obvious what the question is’* going to be. 
Mr: Walter. Let us be fair about it aiid let the question he asked 
before you do the very improper thing of prompting a witness. 

Go ahead, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. While iri Hew Jersey, were yOu not a member of 
the State Youth Commission of the Communist Party for that State? 
Mr. Brown. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not also a member of the State Veterans 
Commission of the , Communist Par ty- inH ew Jersey ? 

Mr. Brown. -Same answer. ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. Hid you .not arise to thaposition of a member on.the 
State committee of the Communist Party in the State-of Hew Jersey ? 
Mr. BrowN; Same-answer.'- * ' ... 

Mr. Tavenner. In Hew Jersey, were you not very active in the work 
of the Civil Rights Congress-; in fact, you were its executive secretary ? 
Mr. Brown. Same answer. 1 

Mr. Moulder. Are- you responding to .all of the^ questions pro- 
. pounded to you by counsel for the committee oh advice of your -own 
counsel to refuseto answer ali questions claiming the privileges under 
the first and fifth amendments, or in good faith? i 

I am asking the witness, npt his counsel.- I am asking you if all- of 
your r^ponses to’ questions are being aja^epfed-'by yd4.scil^f--byu?hat 
counsel, tells you to do, or are you in good- faith-claiming the -privileges 
under the Constitution? ' •- * 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) " 

Mr. Brown. I am claiming the privilege of the first and' fifth 
amendment on my own. * At the same time I am seeking the advice of 
my counsel. 

Mr- Walter. You have not asked counsel one single question. He 
has, before, the- question has been completely asked f , toldyou what to 1 
say. . _ , 

Mr. Vogel. Is it not obvious what is going'to be asked ? * 
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Mr. Walter^ Let /us, do this .rights , £$ there is anything left of 
ethics, let ns pay a little more.&tteutiomto what ought to be. 

Mr. Vogel. It is obvious what the question is going to be and it 
should be obvious whatthc answer; might be. 

Mr. Walter, Go ahead, Mr. Tavernier, r 

Mr. Tavenner, I referred a few moments ago to the date- of March 
26, 1058. We introduced in evidence at an earlier hearing, a letter 
upder date of March 26, 1958 referred to<us “Healey Exhibit No. 24, M : 

which purports: to set forth reasons why those who signed it were j 

resigning from the Communist Party, . , 1 

We find one of the signatoriesids “Art, JJ Does the word “Art^” refer , 1 
to you as Art Brown ? ' " * r 

.{The witness conferred with his counsel. \ 

Mr. Brown. Sir, the same answer., ■ \ " 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sign this letter of resignation? j 

Mh\ B rown. Same answer* ;i 

Tavenner, You resigned from the Communist Party nn March 
26,1958? - . , 

Mr, Brown. Same answer. / 

Mr-. Tavener. -M r. Brown, I want to call your attention to one 
rather significant thing in this letter. 

Mr. Walter.* Before yon dp .that* Mr*. Tavenner, is the .witness a 
member or is it evidenced that he was a member of/the executive board ? '' 

Mr, Tavenner. Not of the 'executive board hut -of the district conn- 1 

cili- There were 62 persons on the district council and ten of them 
were on the executive board of that council. It is not our information 
that he was^a. member of the executive board, but’it is that he was a ; 

member of the district council and attended the meetings. 

I will read from tlie letter of resignation : . ' =| 

We have no blueprint to offer for the future. We flo not- believe that conditions j 

are yet ripe for the : ^inergence of a ^definitive program, and organization; But we 
dp feel that more limited, steps can he taken which will-help prepare the soil for - ! 

something new * * *. J 

What' new thing was it that this group- desired to .promote or to j; 

advocate? * ' 'i 

Mr. Brown. Sir, I mu^t refuse* to^answer that question on the basis 
of the festandfifth amendments. ^ . * 

Mr. Tavenner, Did you participate in. -the, preparation of that 
letter? , , , . 

Mr, Brqwn, Same answer,. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you. believe, that the Communist Party in the 
United States' is part of the international scheme or conspiracy of the j 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union ? T i 

Mr. Brown. Tmust refuse to answer that on the basis of the first 
and fifth amendments, j 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you. know who prepared that letter ? j 

Mr. Brown, Same answer. 

Mr, Tavenner. j>o you have a middle initial ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel,) 

Mr. Brown, No, sir, 

Mr, Tavenner, You, have no middle name or initial ? 

Mr, Brown, No, sir, 

Mr, Tavenner, I have no further questions, Mr, Chairman, 
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Mr; 'Johansebv 'At the -time -yburentered the; Armed^orces did you 
take an. oath or sign an affidavit under oath to the effect that you'did 
not belong to any organization advocating’, the overthrow of the Gov- 
ernment.by force and violence? ’Mr r . • * ••• 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr; Brown; It is a good many- years ago and ! don’t, remember 
what I signed. ... " ’ ' 

Mr. Walter. The witness -is excused; . Call your next witness, Mr. 
Tavenner;. , - -• : . . .• . » - ' 

.(Whereupon, at 3 :13;p.m-.,thewitness:was excused.) 

TESTIMONY OP EOBERT. RLONSEY,, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

AL WIRIN' 

■>< r . . . - ...» • , : 

Mr: -W alter. Will-yon stand up, -please, and raise your right hand? 
Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will be the. truth,- 
the whole truth and nothing.but the truth,, so help you God ? . . ' 

Mr. .Kxonsky. Ido. , , - - ... 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state, your name, please,sir? 

Mr. Kxonsky. My nmueisBofiert Iflpnskyv , i 

Mr. Tavenner, WiU you spell your-last name? - 

Mr. Kxonsky. K-l-o-n-s-k-y. , V t . ; \ . • * . 

Mr. TAyENNER, Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for therecord? ; : * • ’* ' * 

Mr. Wi^n, My. name is A1 Wirin>. I am an attorney, in Los, An- 
geles and a member of the State Bar of Calif ornia,. - .« 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you. reside, Mr., IQonshy ? 

Mr. Kxonsky. 'I will avail myself' of the ’constitutional privileges 
and. refuse to. answer to that under the- privileges of the first and- fifth 
amendments. ' * . , ■ , * /• ' . ’ ** . . 

Mr.. Tavenner, Do; yo.u appear here pursuant to a subpena served 
upon you by the tJnited States marshal onlFebruary ll,,i959? 

Mr. K xonsky. That is right*, sir, . , 

Mr. Tavenner. The return, on the-marshalJs subpena, shows that 
service was made-bn you at 2i05 South- Orescent Heights Boulevard, 
Los Angelesj Cafif., Apartment #3. Is that your address? 

Mr. Kxonsky. I will take the fifth, amendment, oh that,- sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you believe. that, an honest answer to that ques- 
tion might tend to incriminateyou? \ - , ' ' , r ,, , 

Mr. Kionsky.,; The question I -do. not Iielieye tq ( ’be a ;proper ;t and 
correct statement of the law and,, therefore^ I will, .still' utilize, the 
fifth amendment in ref using to answer that. , . 

Mr. , Walter. I, will direct. you- to answer the question, as 1 to your 
residence, it is purely a preliminary question for the purpose of 
identification and I direct you to answer the question. , , 

(The witness eoMeyred, with his coimseL) , *’ ; 

Mr. Kxonsky. I will continue to refuse to answer that question on 
the ground that the question is not pertinent.. , V ,. \ 

Mr. Tavenner. When, and where wereyou bom ? 

Mr. Kxonsky. The same, the fifth amendment, - 
Mi: Tavenner; How are:you .employed*' , " . ; >■ 

.Mr. KloNsky. I will refuse to answer .that funder .the same- condi- 
tions. ■ . . ;; 
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Mr. Tavenner* Did you serve in the Arined Forces of the United 
States? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel* ) 

Mr. Klonsktv I will refuse to answer that under the same : condi- 
tions* 

Mr* Tavenner. Do you mean to state in good faith that an honest 
answer to that question might tend to incriminate you? 

(The witness conferred with hiscounsel*) r 

Mr* Klonsky* The answers to any such questions as you have just 
asked may lead to prosecution in one form or another and, therefore, 
I will refuse to answer that one under the same conditions* 

Mr* Tavenner, You were one. of the Smith Act defendants in the 
Philadelphia case, were you not? 

Mr. Klonskt* I will take the same constitutional privilege*, 

Hr* Tavenner* ■ Were you personally acquainted With Matthew 
Cvetic? 

Mr* Klonsky. I will take the same constitutional provision. 

Mr, Taverner* When Matthew Cvetic testified before this com- 
mittee he identified a number of members of the Communist Party, 
in what is generally referred to as CV'etic- Exhibit No. 91* You Were 
identified as the secretary of the Eastern Pennsylvania area of the 
Communist Party* Is that identification correct? 

Mr. Klqnsky, My answer is the same, the fifth amendment* 

Mr* Tavenner* According to the testimony of Mr. Cvetic, Mr* Bart 
was the chairman of the organization of which you were the secre- 
tary, Is that correct? 

Mr* Klonsky* My'aftswer remains the same. 

Mr* Tavenner* Mr. Thomas F* Delaney testified: before this com- 
mittee iii Philadelphia on October 13, 1952, that he had been a former 
member of the Communist Party, and he testified that you were a 
functionary on the district level Of the Eastern Pennsylvania District 
of tile Communist Party. Was that a truthful statement? J 

Mr. Klqnsky, The answer remains the same. 

Mr* TxVennlr* The committee’s investigation indicates that the 
June 21, 1949, issue of the Daily Worker reports you to have been at r 
that time the organizational secretary of 'the Communist Party of 
Eastern Pennsylvania. Is that correct? 

Mr. Ivlonsky* The answer remains the same, sir. 

Mr* Tavenner. The Daily Worker issue of April 25, 1951 shows 
as late* as that date that yon were secretary of the Communist Party 
of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware* Is that correct ? 

Mr. Klonsky* Same answer, sir* 

Mr* Tavenner. Were you a member of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade? 

Mx* Klonsky. Same answer; 

Mr. Tavenner* Were you at one tiine the circulation manager 1 of 
the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Klonskt. Same answer, sir. 

Mr* Tavenner* Did you -also serve as Communist Party organizer 
in tiie Bimxin thelateSffs? 

Jlr* Klonsky* The answer is tlie sanle, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. As late as 1956, were you the editor of file Pennsyl- 
vania edition of the Daily Worker? 
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Mr. Klonsky. Samer-answer. - * U • , 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the committee’s information .you were 
in the Armed Forces of the United States and;.served in Korea, is 
that correct? . 

Mr. Klonsky. Same answer. 1 

Mr. Tavenner. I am referring to World War II and ,not the 
Korean war. . • 

Mr. Klonsky. The answer remains the same, regardless. 

Mr, Tavenner. You were with the 713th Tank. Battalion of the 
24th Corps, were you not? 

Mr. Klonsky. The answer is the same, sir. 

Mr.. Moulder; Do. you* receive’ any financial compensation or as- 
sistance from any foreign country ? 

Mr. Klonsky. I will take the same privilege on that one. 

Mr. Tavenner. .You did receive a commendation' from the Com-: 
irmnist Party 'of Korea written to the Communist Party of the 
Uni ted States complimentmgyou, did you not ? • 

Mr. Klonsky. I will take the same- privilege, sir; ’ • . 

Mr. Tavenner. While you.' were* in the* armed services, did you ever 
confer with -Steve Nelson? .. ’♦ -*** ’ * 

Mr. Klonsky. I wiUttake the same privilege, sir. .<» . ." 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were in the Armed Forces, did you ever 
, furnish information, to Steve. Nelson regarding* Army manuals' or 
other information regarding U.S. tanks and guns? - - 
Mr. Klonsky. My answer remains the same, sir. »'■ . ; 

Mr. Tavenner. While you - were serving in tlie Armed Forces of 
. the United States, -didyou know that Steve Nelson was- an espionage 
agent of the Soviet Union ? .• • . > !.* . ’ 

Mr. Koonsky. My answer remains the same, sir. . 

.Mr. Kavenner. This, committee has from time, to time received • 
considerable evidence relating to Alice Hyun, Petef Hyuny and ' 
Diamond Kim. u • 1 

Did you at any time ever confer^ either iti person or by any 
form of communication, with any one of these, three persons*? 

Mr. Klonsky! answer remains the same: , ' v . : 

•Mr. TavenNer; Did you not meet each of those persons in Kofea? 
Mr. Klonsky. My answer remains the same, sir.- * _ 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend Communist Party meetings with 
any-one of the thrOe in Korea? " *•••*< , ■ '**' f 

Mr. Klonsky! Same, answer: - . ‘ 

Mr .-Tavenner-. The'committfee’s investigationdoes not indicate that 
„ you have* at any time been 1 a ; member of the' District CouncK. of the 
Communist Party for the Southern 'District of ’California, but its 
information is that. you attended' the meetings. Is that. correct?* * 

• atfewek/sir. •• '■ >r ' . • 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 
Mr, Klonsky. -I wili giyeyou the Same fanSwbr now; * 4 * • ,. 

Mr. TAVEifNBR. - Our information*' dstthat'you 'are not -a member at 
this moment. Is that correct? -V *- ’ ^ 

Mr. Klonsky, Same answer, sir. _ - j •' ' '.V ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What’ was 5 'the date: of your 1 last organizational 
effort with the Communist Party of this area?' *' ' • ' ' 
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Mr. Klonsxt. Again, under the first amendment, I will refuse to 
answer that. ■ * 

Mr. TAvENNrR, May I ashfor a direction oil that? I 

Mr. Walter. I direct you to answer that, ' • 

Mr. Klonsex. I will utilize the fifth amendment in refusing to 1 

answer that. i . . 

Me. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Walter. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon^ at 3 :30 p.ih., the hearing was recessed, to recoiifene 
on the same day.) ,j 

TESTIMONY OF PHILIP RAFALOW, ACCOMPANIES BY COUNSEL, \ 

LEO PUNSTER '} 

Mj.'. Walter. Will you raise your right haiidjrplease? • 

-Do-you* swear the- testimony yoU are about to' give will be. the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing- hut .the. truths so help you God? 

Mr. Rafalow, I do. 

Mr, Tavenner. What is-your name* phase ?■ 

Mr-. Rafalow. Philip Rafalow. . ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Will. counsel accompanyiiigthe witness please iden- 
tify himself for the -record-? ’ . ■ 

Mr. P enster. Leo- P.enster^ 11363 Santa Monica Boulevard. ; 

Mr. Tavenner. When ;and where-Were you bom, Mr. Rafalow ? ■- 

Mr. Rafalow. 1925, May 17 ; New YorkCity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you- now reside? 

Mr. Rafalow. 3670 Colonial Avenue^ Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles-? : 

Mr. Rafalow. Approximately 10 years, . ’ 

Mr, Tavenner. Will you tell the- -committee^ please*, what your j 

formal educational trainings has-been? . i| 

Mr. Penster. You are talking 1 about high school and College, for 
example? . ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes,. ;sh\ M . 1 

Mr. Rafalow. Gradepchooliand.in part high school. 

, Mf. Tavenner; Have you had any educational training in other 
recognized schools? . 

(The witnessconferredwith-his counsel.). j 

Mr. Rafalow. No, ’i ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you attended .any training classes ? 

Mr. Rafalow-. _ I refuse ,to - answer, on the -basis of self -incrimination 
under. r;ju-i,provisioii.of;the fifth amendment. ... i ( 

Mr, TajTsnner. .What is yi>Ur occupation? • ; 

Mr. Rafalow. Plumber; ' i , . 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged; ip that occupa- . 

tion? ■ •!.■■■ *■ ' - 

Sir. Rafalow, Approximately 16 years, /■ • . 

Mr; Tavenner, .Y omare q, plumbing contractor,areyou not? 

(Tha witnase conferred with his counsel,)- 
Mr. RaI^alow. Yes. ■ 

Mr, Taverner. Have you had- any military service in the. Armed ; 

Porces of the United States,? , - ■ : 

Mr. Rafalow. Yes,. 
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" I^;Tavenner/ D uring what penod ox timfe'?' ' 

Mr. R&falow.. During World War II. , . J ; ‘ ’’ U , 

* Mr. Tavenotsr. It fe> tite'&niiqitt&’s iiiformKtipix^$t' you are Slot 
now a member of the Communist ’Party. ' Is'that correct? ' * i 

^'Mr. Rafalow. I refuse to answer oh the grounds of selfrihcrimina- 
tion under the provisions o.f the fifth amendment. . 1 . * < 

Mr : Walter. You have b,een told that we have information that 
you are not a membej^of the Communist Party. Do you honestly 
feel if ybu answered that you might .be confronted with prosecution? 

Mr. Fenster, You are asking the ; witness to adjudicate what mem- 
bership is and 'when he ceased and 1 do not think it is fair to ask him 
that. That is the venue of this committee. 

Mr . Tavenner- Then your answer must be based on some uncer- 
tainty as to whether you are still a member of the 'Communist Party 
or not. Is that the reason that to- give ah-honest answer to that ques- 
tion might tend to incriminate you? , 

Mr Rafalow". I refuse to ahswer on the.grdund.of the "Mtfoamend- 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice by the subpena served on you that you 
were served as Phil Rafalow: Is your middle initial “R”, or. do you 
have a middle initial? 

Mr. Rafalow. I do not. ' .• 

Mr. Tavenner. Healey -Exhibit Ho. 24- lias jbefeh introduced in evi- 
dence, which consists of a Tetter bearing the date March 26, 1958j and 
signed, by a number, of individuals expressing their , desire to resign. 
The fact of theif resignation f rorh the Communist' Party as of that 


date. » n . , , 

The nam e of Phil R.. appears aS one of the signatories ,to that 

letter. Didyousigh.it? _ , ' 

Mr. Rafalow. I refuse th ..answer; on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment Mth respect to self incrimination? . . 1 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words,, although goihg through; the;, form 
of a resignation, there is some fbrni of •attachment still remaining to 
the Communist Party ? is.therenpt? • ; ... , 

' Mr. Rafalow., I' refuse tp„ anhwer, based, 6# the' fifth amendment, 
and self incrimination. '*} '/ ' ... . 

Mr. Tavenner.' Were you .a member of thd Southerd California 
District Council of the Communist Party before .March 26, 1958?; 

Mr. Rafalow.! I refuse tb answer ohrthe basisjof .the fifth ampiid- 
mentonself incriminatiop. - •• i. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wp^c you* not a representative 4 on that board* from 
the Western Bivision^ of JM which is sometimes 
referred to as the Santa Monica-Pay Cities?. 

Mr. Rafalow'. I refuSe to 'answer on the basis of the'fifth amend- 

Mr. Tavenner. W ere > you a delegate to the California; State con- 
vention on January'29 aiid 30, i9|>'8 ? ' . / . ' . ' 

Mr. Rafalow. I refuse to' answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment on self 'incrimination.' '\rV .. * ... 

Mr. Tavenner. Were ’you' not also a delegate to the organizational 
meeting of the Southern District of the Communist Party for the 
State of California? ' 1 ' , 
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Mr. Kara low. I decline to answer on the fifth amendment of self ; 

incrimination. - 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you -served in any capacity in the raising of ; 

funds for the Smith Act defendants? 

Mr. KafAlow. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment of ' 

self incrimination. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you active in behalf of the Communist Party 
in the Independent Progressive Party of California? , , 

Mr, KAFAioy. .1 decline to answer under the. fifth amendment of ; 

self incrimination. ■! 

Mr. Tavenner. j have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Walter. The witness is excused. ' 

TESTIMONY OE SOLOMON MONEO ^ ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

WILLIAM M. SAMUELS j l 

..... . 

Mr. Walter. Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give before this ' 

committee will be the. truth, Hie whole truth, and nothing but the ii 

truth, so. help you Gbd? .. . 

Mr. Monroy. I do. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr.. Monroy.. Solomon Monroy. 

Mr. Tavenner, Spell your last name, please. 

Mr. Monroy, M-o-n-r-o-y. 

Mr. Tavenner.- Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record? ; 

Mr. Samuels. William M. Samuels. 

Mr. Tavenner, When and where were you horn ? 

Mr; Monroy. Dos Angeles, December 31, 1925. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? i 

Mr. Monroy. Los. Angeles. , 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Monroy, Salesman-. 

, Mr. Tavenner. What is your educational background ? '! 

(The witness conferred with his counsel) i 

Mr. Monroy. Grammar school, high school, and some City College, I 

apprpximately a year. , J 

Mr. Tavenneil City College of what city? [ 

Mr. Monroy. Of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Monroy, it is the committee’s information that i 

you are a- member of the District Council of the Communist Party for ;i 

the Southern District of California and, that as such a member you 1 

were in a convention of those members held on the 21st day of Septem- 
ber 1958. I want to ask you several questions about things that occur- 
red at that meeting. 

, At that meeting Dorothy Healey, the -chairman for tins district, 
discussed at length the experience that, slie had had’ and the expe- 
rience that other members of the Communist Party had had at the 
hearings that were conducted by. this committee in the earlier part of . 

September 1958. 

In the course of her discussion, she made reference to the American 
Civil Liberties Union. According to the committee’s information she 
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referred to the great advantage or the great . aid 'that was given to the 
Communist Party by the American Civil Liberties 'Union taking out 
an ad which was carried iii many papers. Do you recall that? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) . 

. Mr. Monrot. I refuse to answer this question because I feel that this 
committee does not have the power to inquire! 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction? 

Mr. Walter. You are directed to answer that question. . . 

Mr. Monrot. 1 refuse to %nswer this Question, basing my -refusai on 
the first and fifth amendment of ' the ignited States Constitution.. - 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall that Dorothy Healey made an ex- 
planation tq you and others present at that meeting as to why 'the 
subpenaed witnesses were called before » meeting sponsored by the 
Citizens Committee to Preserve American Freedoms instead pf by a 
meeting called by the Co mmu nist Party? Do you remember that? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr: Monrot. I again refuse to answer tms question. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction ? , ’ _ 

Mr. Walter! You are directed to answer, the ’question. 

Mr. Monrot. Basing it on thefirst and supplementing it by the fifth 
amendment of the United States Constitution: “ 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Dorothy Healey announce in, your presence 
that there would be a meetingnnder the auspices of the Citizens Com- 
mittee to Preserve American Freedoms at’118 North Larchmont, Octo- 
ber 1,* 11)58’, featuring two ’speakers, Horace Alexander and Frank 
Wilkinson, to discuss the abolishment of the Committee on Un-AirierP 
can Activities? . ‘ ", 

/rrn C - t V * _ >1 , -- -l\ * ' * 


Mr. Monroy. Sir, ’I, would. like to know what is the pertinency of 
these questions that you are asking me in relationship to the nature of 
this committee’s investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would be very gladto tellyom The Citizens Opm- 
mitfee to Preserve Americaii "Freedoms, after considerable advertising, 
called a meeting af' which the subpenaed witnesses were* corraled and 
Speeches were made, in their ’presence and; they were, asked to stand* up. 
I want to ask youifit is hot a fact that that' was- done for the purpose 
of encouraging and inducing those subpenaed' witnesses t6 stand to- 
gether -and' deiy thisnommittee?, . f 

(The witness ’conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Monrpy. Tou have asked me two questions. 

«• Mt/Tavenner. Answer the last one. ^ 

Mr. Monroy. I can’t see how this is pertinent to the investigation 
that tile committee is conducting. 1 * T 

Mr. Walter. You are directedfo. answer flie question. ' 

Mr. Monroy. I refuse to answer this question as previously stated, 
under the guarantees of* the ; first amendment supplemented’by the fifth 
amendment of the United States Constitution. 

Mr;. Tavenner. Was an announcement made by Dorothy Healey 
that such a meeting would ‘he held under the, auspices of the Citizens 
Committee to Preserve American* Freedoms? . v r “ 

( The witness conferred with His counsel. ) 

Mr. Monroy. Sir, I, cannot see where tliis is pertinent and I again 
ref use to answer this question. . 
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Mr, Tavenner, .May I haye a direction.^ 

Mr, Walter, You v are directed to answer the. question- 
Mr, Monrot, I refuse to answer this question basing as fonnerly 
stated, as I had previpusiy.^tate^v 

< : M^ ? ; Taotnner, Was Horace Alexander a member of file District 
Council of the Communist Party for the Southern District! of Califor- 
nia at that time? , ' F 

Mr, Monrot, I still cannot see where this is pertinent to the in- 
ye^figatioiij ^ir, and I again refuse to answer this question, 

Mr, May ITiave a direction t . , 

Mr- Walter., You are directed to answer the question. r 
Mr, Monrot- P again refuse to answer this question basing it on the 
previously stated' first amendment supplemented by the fifth amend- 
ment, , 

Mr, Tavenner, Was Frank Wilkinson known to you to be a member 
of the Communist Party?' * 

+ Mr, Monroy, I still cannot .see where this is pertinent tp the inves- * 
tigation, sir, and I again refuse to answer this question, 

Mr, Tavenner, May I have a direction? 

Mr, Walter, You are directed tp answer this, question. 

Mr, Monrot. I refuse to. answer this question on the basis, of the 
first and fifth amendment, as X do not see where this is pertinent to 
this investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner, Did you at this .meeting hear discussed a question 
as to when the next' convention of the Communist Party from this 
area would be held? 

Mr, Monrot. I cannot see where this; is pertinent to this investi- 
gation and I again refuse :to answer this . question, 

Mr, Walter, You are directed to answer that question, 

, Mr, Monrot, I refuse to answer this question, on, the previpusly 
stated grounds, 

Mr. Walter, Is this man a member of the council ? 

Mr, Tayenner*. Yes, sir ; according to the committees information, f . 
Did you at this meeting make a, motion as a representative from 
Zapata Seption .of the Communist Party that there be a guarantee 
that the Mexican work would be on the convention agenda ? 

; fThe witness conferred ydth his counsel) 

Mr, Monrot, Sir, I again refuse to answer the question, , ; 

Mr, Tavenner, May I have a direction? 

Mr, Walter. You are H directed to answer the question,, 

Mr, Monrot. Again i refuse to answer this .question based* on my 

previous statement. 

Mr, Tavenner, Mr, Monroy, what Mexican work was it that the 
Communist Party had planned to engage in? 

(The witness conferred with his .counsel^ 

Mr, Monrot. X refuse to answer this question, sir; 

Mr. Tavenner, May I have a direction? 

Mv- Walter, On what grounds do.yourefuse to answer the question ? 
(The witness consulted with his- counsel,) 

Mr, Monrot, Sir; I do not feel that this committee has the power 
to inquire^ and also I feel it is not. pertinent tp- the investigation that 
the committee is conducting,'; , 

Mr, Walter, I direct you to answer the question. 
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Mrl Monroy, 'Six’, I must then -refuse, to answer under the guaran- 
tees- of the,- first amendment, supplemented fey the. fiffhraniendnient of 
the United States Constitution. 1 .»• >, 

- Mr. Walter. Do yon. honestly feel that if you answered’ a- question 
as- to activities in connection .w; thMexiea:; work you might .fee prose- 
cuted criminally % ' '■ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) - ' 

Mr., Monroy. • Sir, I again must refuse ,tq answer . this question, 
which was -put .to me on the same-grounds a s f have previously stated. 

Mr. Walter. You are not under any compulsion... You. say “I 
must.-” . . - 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr.. Monroy,, the, committee, has information^that 
you’ also attended as a delegate the meeting of the District Qpuncil 
of the. Conunuxiist. Party of .the. Southern Districfe of' California, held 
on dTovemfeer 23,. 19,58. At that, meeting did Dorothy .Forest lipake 
a reportitq. youhnd the others, present, regarding, the plans f6/afej>l’i'$h 
the UnrAmericara Activities. ’Cfemn^iftee.? ! 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.!) ( . , , _ <’ 

. , Mr., Monroy.. I ref usp to. answer this question, sir. 

. Mr.-DAVENNER.. Cnthegroiuxds.of Sxe fifth amendment? . > ’! • 

Mr. Monroy.’ The first supplemented by the fifth. ", r * f 

Mr. Tavenner. Diderot Dorothy F presfc, announce in your presence 
that .the main ,way to .express .opposition ,.tq. this committee, >v?as 
through petitions which are. now- feeing, circulated fey the American 
Civil Liberties IJnipn-?,./ ~ 

’(The witness copfeired withfeis, counsel.) , 

Mr. Monroy. Sir;- 1" woM,cV like to hnow -\yhat is the pprtfeiency. of 
the questions you are putting to me, with respect to fhe^myetiiigation 
the/ committee is .conducting!? , , Particularly the last question.. , 4 

Mr. Walter. You are directed to answer the question. 1 . r * , ‘ 
Mr Monroy-. Trefuse feo answer’ this questipAon the grounds! prer 
viously stated. • --. ' , ; 1,' 

,. Mr.. TAvbnner. Did not, Dorothy jFprest also State in ypur;pres.ence 
that this was the first time in the histqry of the.. American: Ciyii.Dib-: 
erties. Union, that there has been .a petition -of this. character circu- 
lated by ike-in? . . », ... /.• ' r ' 

Mr. Monroy. I would again ilike to ask, sir r what is the pertinency 
of! this, question you are putting W me to the investigation that, the 
committee is conducting. ‘ ’ _ _ ... ' . ,.t 

Mr. T avenner. May Thave a.direction? . , ' . , ’ *.«’* 

Mr. Walter. You, are directed to . answer the question. j " t , 

Mr; . Monroy,. I refuse. ip : answer .the questiohpn the grounds -pre- 
viously stated, ana also the lack of. pertinency., i <" 

\ Mr,, Tavenner. Is it not-'a fact that Dorothy Fpfest.htated; in your 
presence .and^oi-ithose .assembled lias, been 

officially delegated ‘to circulate this petition ,^or tignature's.fh j ’ 
Mr. W alter. Officially delegatedfey whpm ? ,< ' -j t,~ 

. MuDavenner; It doesnotsayy ,, . -■ [/■' 

. feThe witness conferred with his counsel.) . ; ' . „ *• 

Mr. Tavenner. Please answer tiie question. : .!* ' 

Mr. Monroy. I caimot see the pertinency of this question to; the 
investigation that this committeeis condjicting.. , * 

Mr. Walter. Yo.u- .. are. .directed to. tmswer tne. question., ,j ,j- 
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Mr. Monrot. I refuse to answer this-question on the first and' sup- 
plementing it by the fifth amendment of the United States Consti- 
tution and also the lack of pertinency. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was not. Dorothy Forest the liaison between the 
American Civil Liberties Union and the Communist Party on this 
question? 

Please answer the question* 

* Mr. Monroy. I cannot see the pertinency of this question in rela- 
tionship to, the investigation that this committee is conducting and I 
refuse to' answer this' question.. 

Mr. Walter. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Monrot; _I refuse to answer this question on the groiuids pre- 
viously stated. ,■ - k 

Mr! Tavenner.' Did hot DorcGty Toieet state that the Communist 
Party had been delegated fry * pLe in getting the signatures 1 
on this petition and that the Continuh»t P$fty had been assigned the 
specific job of covering the in the Los Angles area 

on November 30 and Decemb^ SiT : 1 # 

Mr. Monroy, I cannot see the perthiency of this question to the. 
investigation that this committee is conducting andT .refuse to answer 
this question. 

Mr. Walter. I direct you to answer the question. 

Mr, Monroy, I refuse to answer this question based 'on the pre- 
viously stated— -on what I have previously stated. 

Mr, Tavenner. Did not Dorothy Forest further state that -a letter 
had gone out to the Negro ministers of these churches advising them 
that a person would be there to get persons to sign these petitions? 

Mr. Monroy, I cannot see the pertinency of this question that you 
are putting to me, sir, the investigation of this committee is conduct- 
ing, and ! refuse to answer this question . 

Mr. Walter. I direct you to, answer the question, 

Mr. Monrot; I refuse to answer this question based on the previous 
statement that 1 have made, that I refuse to answer on the first amend- 
ment suppleinented byihe fifthhnd the lick of pertinency 1 L 
Mr; Tavenner. Was. it hot openly stated at the meeting that all 
the petitions which axe being circulated by the Communist Party 
members should be turned into the Communist Party so that the 
ACLU can see what a good job the Communist Party was doing on 
these petitions? 

Please answer the question. ^ t ' L 

Mr. Monrot. I refuse to answer this question. I carmot see the 
pertinency of it to the investigation that the committee is conducting, 
Mr. Walter. I direct you to answer the question. ' * } 

Mr. Monrot, I refuse to answer this question as previously stated 
on the basis of the first and supplemented by the fifth amendment 
and also the lack of pertinency, 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee’s information is that you were also 
in attendance at thei-meeting of December 21, 1958, at which Charlene 
Mitchell made her report regarding the Negro question. Do you 
recall that discussion? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) ^ 

Mr. Monrot, I refuse to answer this question, sir, 

Mr. Walter. X direct you to Answer that question. 
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Mr. Monrot. On the same grounds aspreviously stated. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Did not- Charlene Mitchell state in your .presence 
and the other members of the district council, that the, resolution 
changing the Communist; Party line with regard to the Negro 
question was introduced at- the national committee meeting by a new 
comrade from the South who is field secretary for the Communist 
Party in the South'by the name.of Comrade Charles ? 

Please answer the question^ ' 

Mr. Monroy: I refuse to answer this question,. sir. 

• Mr. Tavenner. ,On the ground of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Walter. I direct you to answer the question, 

Mr. Monroy. I, refuse to answer this, ..question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. ' , , ' , ■ , 

Mr. Tavenner., Do you recall Charlene. Mitchell, in opposing the 
-change of the Communist Party line, asking the question : “Does a 
natiomstop being a nation because of the Negro migration to the north 
oi'vbecause ■ many ofithe Negroes have now -gone, from peasantry to 
industrial jobs ?” •)* 

Mr. Monroy. I refuse to-answer this 'question, sir, I cannot see 
•thepertinency'of this, question to the investigation that the.committee 
is conducting. r ' 1 

Mr. Walter. ‘You are directed to answer the question. , 

-Mr. Monroy. Sir, ,1 .refuse- ,to answer this question on the grounds 
previously stated. : - ; ’ 

. ; Mr. Tavenner. Did Cyril Briggs disagree with the action taken by 
the national committee. on the Negro question?. ' 

Mr. Monroy. I refuse to answer this question, sir, as j cannot clearly 
see the pertinency of this question to the investigation- that this com-- 
mittee is conducting. 

Mr. Walter: Now, you said you -cannot clearly see.. By that I 
gather that you haye aii impression about the pertinency. Can you 
tell us what you think the -pertinency is ?, 

( The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Monroy. I have been, advised, by my counsel that it is my legal 
right that the committee show me the pertinency of this question to 
the investigation that they ar e conducting. 

Mr. Walter. You said that you could not clearly see the' perti- 
nency and that is why I asked the question. 

If I told you that we were deeply concerned over the attempts being 
made by this group, of which you were a member, to influence low- 
income groups toward being disloyal to the United States, would that 
give you some idea of what we are driving at? 

Mr. Monroy. I cannot see the pertinency at all, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction., that he answer ?. . 

Mr. Walter. Ask another question. That does not matter, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Pettis Perry, Bill Taylor, Herschel Alexander, 
and Shirley Taylor all oppose the change of the Communist Party 
line and argue against it from the floor of the meeting? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) . ' . 

Mr. Monroy, I refuse to answer .this question, sir. 

Mr. TAvenner. May I have a direction that he answer?. 
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Mr. Walter. Ybii are directed to answer' the question. 

Mr. MOnrot. I refuse to answer this question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. ' . . . , 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have 'a particular assignment m tne L<oin- 
muiii’st Party with regard to work among Mexican people? 

:(The witness conferred with his counsel) ; 

Mr. Monrot. I refuse to answer this question, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction ? 

Mr. Walter. You are directed to ansWer the question. 

Mr. Monrot. I refuse’ to -answer this- question on the grounds pre- 

Mr.^TAvENNER. Are you nOw a member of -the Communist Party ? 

Mr. MOnrot. I refuse to answer this question. Sir. _ 

‘ Mr Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr.. Chairman. 

Mr Walter. We have information that you -are- the. one who has 
'been selected -By this district council to prepare the- program or 
the ihembership drive^amOng Mexicans and Negroes. Is our miorma- 
tiOn correct ? . , 

(The witness conferredwitbhis'counsel.) ' * 

'Mr. Moxrqt. Sir, I would like to ask you what information- there 

is and if I might see it. . . ... , , , . 

Mr. Walter; W 6 have sworn testimony to that efiect, and, we 
H&ve sworn testimony as -to the meetings that were, discussed: lam 
asking you whether or not it is the fact. , Have you been selected as 
the representative frOm the- district, council to prepare the program 
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Mr. MONROT. Sir, I refuse to* answer -this question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Walter. That is all. The witness ls-excused. > 
(W&sreupon, at 4 :2Q pan., Wednesday, February -25* 1959, the com- 
mittee recessed.) . - , . , 
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Public Law 601, 79th Congbhss 

The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled , * * * 

PART 2— RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Rule X 

SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 

* * * * * * * 

18. Committee on Un-American Activities, to. consist of nine Members. 

Rule XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


(q) (I) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

>(A) Un-Americari activities. . 5 

(2) 'The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from, time to time investigations *'of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United^States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 'attacks 
the principle" of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution,, and 
(iff) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remediaHegislation. * ' 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall’report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
. gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. # . 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities,, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to* sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the' House is 'sitting, 
has recessed,^ or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of su,ch witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the* signature of the chairman of the committee or 1 any subcommittee, or by’ any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. , - > 

* * * * * •* * ' * 


Rule XII 


LEGISLATIVE- OVERSIGHT ,BY STANDING" COMMITTEES ’ 

Sec. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments, or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the -.Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous, watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of ’ which is within the jurisdic- 
tion of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to tile Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 
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RULES ADOPTED B;Y . THE 85TH CONGRESS 

House Resolution 5, January 3, 1957 . 

•*!* ’ ‘ - * * , * .■ * * r 

Rule, X 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

1. There shaU be! elected by >the House; at tlie commencement of each Con- 
gress, 

******* 

(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 

* * * * * * * 


Rule XI , , 

TOWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 

* * * * * * * 

18. Committee bn Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American, Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1)1 -the, extent, char- 
acter,; ai\d objects ,qf un-American propaganda activities in the; United States, 
(2) the diffusion within Hthe.IJnitech States of subversive and un-American prop T 
aganda that as instigated frorm foreign countries, .or of a domestic' .origin and 
attacks the principle of, the form of government as guaranteed’ by our ConstitUr 
tion, and (3) all other questions ( : in; relatipn thereto that, would, aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities., shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such inyesti-r 
gation, together with such .recommendations as it deems advisable- 
For the purpps.e of any . such investigation, the Committee on> Un-American 
Activities, or any sub committee thereof is authorized to sit and act at. such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House Is sitting, has 
recessed, or -has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
totajce such testimony,, as it deems necessary, Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman, of the committee or any subcommittee, tor by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by ,any such chairman or member. # 

******** 

26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all 1 pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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THE. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY : 


Structure — Objectives— -Leadership 
(Part i) ' ' “ 


. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3,, 1958 \ " V " 

United States House of Representatives, ■ * / * • * 

Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 

• * * ' ' ' * Los Angelas, Calif. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION ‘ 


*•; j * r 7 


* Tile subcommittee met, pursuant to \call, at. lO v a.m;, in 4 room ' ^9,' 
Federal building, lips- Angeles, Calif (dliiii:- 

man) presiding. - * / ,/ * ‘ , .v. a > v *7 ; V 

-Present: Representatives /Francis E;- Walter j of Hennsylvania, and 
William M. Tuclr^ Virginia, r > }' 7 * V \ . 

Staff members preset: F£ahk S^X^vennel:, 
liam A. Wlieeler, investigator. * * , / \ t ?. a * 

The -Chairman. Will you raise your right hand? Will you swear 
the. testimony you ’are ; about to.give will be. the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ?* # : 7 ‘ ) * i ; 

Mrs.- Healey. X do. . : i // ^ ^ 

The Chairman. The committee will cometo order. # ,> , 

. This hearing ds. authorized .by the following resolution of, tbe Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, House of Representative / f 

Be iP resolve That^a hearing by the Committee > on ^ :U n- Am ericani Activities, 
or; a 1 subcommittee thereof, to be held, in 'Eos Angeles, 'Calif., or at' such pther 
place or places as .tlie chairman may designate, on such, date or dates, as th.e 
chhirman may determine, be authorized and approved, including the conduct of 
investigations deemed reasonably necessary by tbe staff in preparation therefor, 
relating ’to the extent,' character, and 'objects of Communist Party activities in 
California,. with -special reference ,to such activities in, southern Calif ornia,/. the 
legislative purpose being : ' * 

(a) to obtain additional inf ormation f or use by the committee in its considera- 
tion of section 16 of H.R.'9352— ' J " /' * ' 5 

Mt.Margotis. May I have that section, section 16—— * } ’ 

The Chairman. Of H.R. 9352. ’ \ / 


' - * f 1 * f r* 

1 Released by the committee and ordered to he printed. 

The executive testimony herewith released! formed part of the background, information 
on 'Which.- 4si based tbe j -Report on the Southern California, -District *ofr /the Communist 
Party*: Structure-^Objectives— Leadership, Rept^No; 259, ’released 'by ‘the'Uoirimittee 
on Un-American Activities on.April 3, 1959. * ^ t • ^ 
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relating to the proposed amendment of section 4 of the Communist Control Act 
of 1954, prescribing a penalty for knowingly and willfully becoming or remain? 
ing a member of the Communist Party with knowledge of the purposes or ob- 
jectives thereof ; and 

(b) to obtain additional information, adding to, the committee’s overall knowl- 
edge on the subject so that Congress may be kept informed and thus prepared 
to enact remedial legislation in the national defense, and for internal security, 
when anddf the exigencies of the. situation require it. 

Be it further resolved That the hearings may include any other matter within 
the jurisdiction of the committee, which it, or any subcommittee thereof ap- 
pointed to conduct this hearing, may designate. 

Let the record show that pursuant to law and the rules of this com- 
mittee, I, as chairman^ appointed a subcommittee for the purpose of 
conducting these hearings composed of Representatives William M. 
Tuck, Bernard Kearney, as associate members,, and myself, Francis 
E. Walter, as chairman. 

The order of appointment of the subcommittee will be set forth 
in the record at this point : 

(Information referred to follows :) 

August 27, 1958. 

To Mr. Ricliavd Arens , Staff Director, House Committee on TJn-American 
Activities: 

Pursuant to the provisions of the law and the rules of this committee, I 
hereby appoint a subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
consisting of Representative William M. Tuck and- Representative Bernard W. 
Kearney, as associate members, and myself, Francis E. Walter,, as chairman, to 
conduct executive hearings in Los Angeles, Calif., beginning on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 12 , 1958, on the subjects under investigation by the v committee, and take 
such testimony on said day and succeeding days, as it may deem necessary. 

Please make this action a matter of committee record. 

If any member indicates his inability to- serve, please notify me. 

Given under my hand this 27th day of August 1958. 

Francis E. Walter, 

x Chairman, Committee on Un- American Activities. 

The Chairman. A majority of the subcommittee is present. 

The subcommittee has determined that this hearing will be in ex- 
ecutive session. 

The committee resolution adequately sets forth, the subject 'and pur- 
poses of this 'hearing. 

Information has come to the committee of renewed Communist 
Party activities in this, a highly sensitive and important area of the 
country. The degree and extent of tliis renewed activity is deemed by 
the committee to be of such importance to the national welfare and 
defense of the country as to justify this investigation in order that 
remedial legislation may be recommended in this field designed to 
meet new threats of subversion. 

Mr. Margolis. I wonder, in the light of the statement of purpose, 
if I might have a few moments to consult with my client. 

We heard this for the first time now. 

( W itness confers with counsel . ) 

Mr. Margolis. Thank you. 

TESTIMONY OF DOROTHY RAY HEALEY, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, BEN MARGOLIS 

The Chairman. Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Please state your name and place of residence; 
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Mrs. Healet. My name is Dorothy RayHealey. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness piease iden- 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Margolis.- My name is Ben Margolis, 112 West 9th Street, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you give as the residence ? 

Mrs. Healet. 1733% West 84th Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you the wife of Mr. Phil Connelly ? 

Mrs. Healet. Mr. Tavenner, I would like to ask a question, if I 
may, at this point,, in regard to- the question, of the nature of the hear- 
ing. This is an executive session. I am wondering. Congressman 
Walter, whether at the conclusion of my testimony this committee is 
’ going to issue any release to the papers about the testimony. I am 

concerned about it in regard to the question of my testimony here as 
well as the question of the release to the papers. 

.The Chairman. I think we share your concern in that. That, I 
^ think, is important. We are going to discuss that question when we 

are able to get the committee .together. We are mot disposed to make 
this public. We are hoping that by so doing you will cooperate with 
us and give us every bit of assistance that we are sure that you can. 
So for. that reason we are not for the moment going to decide this 
question. 

Mrs. Healet. Well, the question in my mind, Congressman, is that 
I am quite certain from previous experiences that the minute I leave 
the hearing room the press, of course, will be put there, and I am con- 
cerned. I don’t care to be one to' set the precedent of releasing testi- 
mony. 

On the other hand, I want to protect my own reputation ; and my own 
testimony here. Therefore, if there is going to be airy such release 
now or later, I would like to know it now so I can guard myself 
accordingly. 

The Chairman, I cannot answer the question. I do not think there, 
will be any. I ass.ume there will not be a release of the transcript 
of the testimony. That I will promise; , 

Mrs. Healet. Will there be a digest of the testimony given by Mr:, 
Wheeler or Mr. Tavenner or you gentlemen to the press ? 

• The Chairman. It will not be done. If. they find out what hap- 
pened here, that is something we have no control over., 

Mr- Margolis. Wehave ; troublehearingyou,sir,Iamsprry. . 

- . May we have read back whatyou said? I cquldn’thtear you; - 

The. Chairman, The answer is, we will not officially release this 
testimony. , ' 

Go ahead, Mr. Tavenner. * * - • 

j», Mr. Tavenner. The question was: Are you the wife of Mr. Phil 

Connelly? 

Mrs. Healet. lam. 

Mr; Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

•Mrs. Healet. I was born in Denver, Colo,, September -22, 1914, 

Mr. Tavenner. What wasyour maiden name! 

Mrs. Healet. Dorothy Rosenbium. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in activities of the Young Com- 
munist League in southern California in the ,1930’s under the iqame 
of Dorothy Ray? » ... 


20 in' s6t#h^bn 'CamtorKta- - Area: 

Mrs. Healey. 'Well, tills is— after -litiemng-tO' QOhgreSsman Walter 
asdk> the Initiative purpose-bfithiS inquiry, the Supreme’ Court has 
ruled that the. activities of .the Communist -Party are protested, the 
political Activities' of the Coitiinfiiiist Party are protected by the first 
amendment as are the aptiviti.es of any other .political party -or organi- 
zation. It is clear that this committee pbula not bring hi legislation 
in regard to the activities.of the- Communist. Party as- it -has nob been 
abje to do heretofore and has-beeh upheld- as -iinCOhstitutioh al. ■ 
Secondly} the fact vemaihs that if there are* activities that are not 
protected by the first aihehdmeiit, there' site Certainly avenues by the 
TJ.S: Government oh behalf of the United States- to guarantee the 
ceasing of Such activities. ' • 

_ I happen to have- su ii'eVed some 8 years of persecution on the ques- 
tion of the first amendment and the protection Of that first amendment, 
and finally, as I was sure 8 years earlier, the Supreme ; Gourt ruled 
Snd the Department <jf 'Justice later had to concur, in regard to 
re'uowed-'persec'ut.ior., that there vmsnothingin my Bfetime-of activities 
Of any hind that could warrant conviction, in ' regard to any of the 
legislative questions dr the (Question’s of this inquiry which Congress- 
rffdii Walter opened the hearing on. ' ■ - ' 

■ r Because 1 'of that I therefore, first of all’, -decline to-’ answer that 
question on the groond of the first amendment which prohibits- this 
c6imnitfefrom:mquiry hitoactivities a round ideas. ' * 1 

' -I decline io-answer-on thegf bund of thfelOth amendment, which very 
wisely our forefathers guaranteed to he inserted in order to Say to 
ally future political- politicians that the activities of citizens are going 
to be protected and not only by the first but by ...the clem' statement 
that .Whatever powers -are not ‘delegated to' the IT.S- ' Government ex- 
pressly by- the.peopie^thrOugh theCohstitution and the Bill of Biglits 
are r,elegated\and saved to the people. I further decline- to answer 1 oh 
the ground of the fifth amendment. ! 

Pcla.im the privilege agaihstself-mcriminatibn ,'. 1 * 

'iCheGsAiSsian. You are directed to answer .the question. ' 

Mrs, Heatet. The same answer. ’ 

^ Mr. TAtV&uip 1 Were you 1 formerly the 'wife -of Don.- Healey?- ' 

MrS. Healey, Ihm-nbt going tb.giVe you- arfy ■ ahswer s to -ahyfiif ther 
qufestidiiSof iMs kind on the same grounds-; and .further onthh grounds 
that none of these-quCstions are pertinent to any Initiation’ which this 
committee coiild i possibly ,d>ring into the CongreSs or ’which -could 
possibly -be upheld 1 ashbimtitutional. 

' 1 'The'CSAmirAii.- ’You are&irected-to answer that question. 

Mi-s. Hjealey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you acquire the name* of Bay '? 

’’Mrs'- H eALEy. ’Same answer,-- ‘ . 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell Bay? . . 

Mrs. Healey. Same apswen , -* 1 , 

Mr. TAvmrrjEB., Is the spelling of the name Bay. B-a-y or Bm-e? 
Mi-s.’Heasey. Samdafiswer. ' *. ' - 

Mr. Tatenneb. MayThave b-direction'to'answef ? f 
The Chairstap. You are .directedto answer the. question. ! ‘ , 

■'-Mrs.. Healey. Same answer. . ’ - -g 

' Tiie CHAin.VAN. You see, one- of the reasons for this inquiry is- the 
very decision you are- talking about, because it is incfincfivgbie to' us 
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add tp other Am'Cficahs'who liarc some sms ttering'of-'kiibwle of the 

law that the Supreme Court wqulcl find 1 thkfe the’ Communist .con- 
spiracy is .a political party. That is' ’one of ih!e -purposes of these 
broad, general- qu fist,: on s’. We are hop i r. g' th at the Supreme Court will’ 
take another guess. ■ . ! ' ■ -* ■ 

Mrs. 1 ‘Ieal.ey. The' p cant i s , C ohgr m sniai? , if I -may explain; why 1 am 
answering this way, is that in regal'd to the question’ ofiJcdnSpifacy, 
first of all, the Supreqie Court— I happeii to'be ohewhere” the Supreihe 
Court has already found that l am not' a part of any nonspiracy^hut 
secondly, my experience in a very long -tr iaifwa's that-bhe pan fin d 
oneself 'involVed through, what I- gather legally iVthird' party declar- 
ants ih a conspiracy which one may have absolutely no- knowledge oft 
T, therefore, must' p r olect'fny self as Well* ah the political aCtiVities bf 
other Americans as. well as the legal political activities of any minority 
political-party in its'fnhctibipng; ’and anyanswef/in my opinionfoiily 
makes it -more possible to claim ‘the- Validity' of the' fight* of -this 
committee to ask. : 1 * ' ; -v ■ ■ e- f '‘ - . f. . .‘ ’’d ;,-'i 


X must say that-in regard to that it'is iny Opimon-thafe the 'mkn.date‘ 
which this- committee function sounder is itself dllegal inasmuch as-the 


whiA could conceivably be upheldas conshitutidiiS!" 

Mr. Tavennkie Were, yon at onetime orga r: ization ail secretary* .of 

ba T.no A riiVhllao w 1 A’h™ riiirn : 


* 


Tatonne^, Were you at -one^tin^ of that; 6i-g^ ; ^2a- 

Mrs. Heaust* 1 must decline to afiswer oh'tBe saidfe ^dunak-^. - 
Tayennee. Are y ou at tliis^iine tSe kmirinan of the Gomirftmist 
Partes n&k, Southern 7 CalitofM^ District ? T[ ^ £ ; M ~ *'* 

Mrs^IfcAKEY* The ^ame answer* 

± TVtfV' T 1 a t rw-ir *■ f "h A ' hr 


'member 

X/nited States? . ^ ^ r 

/ M*rs- H^AXJsir^I should explain fijxthby iii a^^’er to\y onr^ queMion 
^hathothing xri iny lifetime * aiid Jid'erel i! frave been sdm,e thirty years 
of my aae-miTOted" 'ijV haye l 

done anything that I.'chrg^ddr^ll^ii 1 1 

a matter of fact, X am very proud of a lifefim^ dlh'ervi'ch’to thh ; <3on- 
stitiition'and tbidbm'dcrafey. ■ 1 ‘ rj 1 * ^ ‘ J 

If .any group of citizensj. including you twg gentlemen sifting' as a 
subcommittee representing the Congress 1 ; of ' thd ‘tfnitfed' 'St^tes^are 



If ydil will itec# ybipel^ 

aiisw er 1 all <jnesti6ns df y ok J or ^any 'other groups of ci&zeh^of Miese f 
United States; ahd I would be equally glad to dQ|it\unde^ 
order jx> .h^t have people saydhabyou answer tlieskthyigs. when 
you are.-not under oath/ ' X will' ah^Wer under bath 1 to* aixy fepup 
citizens,; + all ‘qubstidn'sv without ^r^e^a^on as'tb^ 1 " 1 ' ** x ‘ v L 


* dy^tiohs. ’relating tb^TH^ pwii -life/. ^ X would not, ! of 1 bourse- 
eye^ answer any qugstion^^ 'with re'gafd' td, o T t^er citizens 7 ^ ^activities/ 
'-MrrTAvEN^i MSyl Iiave a'direefion ? T '*' : * *'*' r ** Z, 
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The Chairman. You' are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Healey. The same answer, 

The Chairman. Didn’t you make comment when the Supreme 
Court decision came down to the effect that “Now we will move for- 
ward,” something of that sort?. 

Mrs. Healey. May I consult withmy attorney? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Healey. The same answer. 

The Chairman. I quoted that on the floor of the Congress. It is 
in the Congressional Record. 

Mrs. Healey. Again I would say, Congressman, that. I would be 
very glad to discuss that with you as one citizen , to another. I cam 
not, will not, yield to what my conscience , dictates to answer any 
questions before this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, since .you have asked that ques- 
tion, I desire to, offer in evidence and ask that it be marked “Healey 
Exhibit No. 1” these two paragraphs from the June 19, 1957, issue 
of the Los Angeles Herald-Express : 

Most outspoken was Mrs. Dorothy Healey Connelly, Southern California 
District chairman of the Communist Party. 

“This decision, wiU mark a rejuvenation of the party in America, 1 ” she said. 
“We have lost some members in the last few years, but now we are bn our way 
again.” 

The Chairman. It. wilhbe admtted for what.it is worth. 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee, files.) • 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you deny making the statement attributed to 
you in the Los Angeles paper which I have just read ? 

(The witness .confers with her counsel.)' . .. 

Mrs. Healey. I neither deny nor affirm the statement, .Mr. Taven- 
ner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a, delegate to the 16th National Conven- 
tion of the Communist. Party held m.New York beginning February 
9, 1957? 

Mrs. HEAiiEr., I decline-to answer onthe.grounds specifically -stated. 

Mr. Taverner. Did' you participate in any manner in that conven- 
tion as a member -of the Foster f actipnof the Communist. Party or of 
the so-called revisionists group led' by John Gates? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the resolutions committee of 
that convention? . 

Mrs. HEAikr.. The same, answer. 

(Mr. Margoliscdnfers, with the witness.) . , 

Mr. Tavenner, A. motion was quashed in the resolutions committee 
condemning the Soviet asshult on Jewish culture. Was this action 
taken pursuant to a directive from' Moscow to*come to the defense Of 
the Soviet. Union? > . . 

(Witness confers with-her counsel.) 

Mrs. Healey. In addition to the previous, grounds stated, I decline 
to answer the question on. the further ground that pursuant to the an- 
nounced purpose of the committee’s inquiry here in southern Califor- 
nia^ the questions, the last series of questions, certainly have nothing 
to do with the announced purpose given by Congressman Walter in 


COMMUNISM IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 23 

opening the hearing; and I therefore decline to answer on this as well 
as the previously stated grounds. _ 

The Chairman. Now, .just a moment. In the light of the Supreme 
Court decision that you have talked about with such obvious pleasure, 
you cannot invoke the fifth amendment because even if you were active 
in the" Communist. Party, still that is not a crime according to you. 
So, 'how could you be prosecuted for a criminal offense? 

Mrs. Healey. Except, as I pointed- out to you' previously, Congress- 
man, my experiences already,, and they are very bitter experiences, 
where I. had to be separated at that time from an 8-year-old boy for 
some 6 mon ths in jail pending vindication that I knew would come. 
Regardless of the fact that the activities of the* Communist; Party are 
legally protected, one can. be tied into an unnamed conspiracy com- 
pletely without one’s knowledge. 

While I certainly have no fear again of conviction, I have- good 
grounds to be very concerned with continued persecution. 

The C hairman . I assure you that we are not persecuting anyone. 

Mrs. Healey. Well, I have some question of that inasmuch as al- 
ready as a result of this committee’s serving subpenas on people at 
their places of employment, I know of already two people who already 
lost their jobs. ' * 

The Chairman. Proceed, Mr. Tavernier. * 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that what occurred at the Rational con- 
vention of the Communist Party does not affect matters in California. 
For that reason you consider it is beyond the purpose of this hearing 
to go into those matters. Do you mean to contend that the action of 
the national convention of the Communist Party does not affect Com- 
munist Party activitiesdn southern California ? , 

Mrs.. Healey. I have already stated to you, Mr. Tavenner, that 
I wotddbe very pleased, delighted^ — 

Mr. Tavenner. Just answer my question. 

Mrs. IIealey. Gratified to, answer all questions regarding the Com- 
munist Party of any other political party activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. . You are not answering my questions. 

Mrs. IIealey. Outside the framework of this commmittee. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are evading. 

Mrs. Healey. I am not evading; I will not answer any question 
in. regard to political activities of any party of any individual, while 
the committee is in official session' because to do so is to yield to- the 
validity of this committee which I do not yield to and which. I 
challenge. . 

Mr..TAVENNER. Then that is the reason? 

Mrs. Healey. I therefore decline to answer on the grounds I pre- 
viously stated. • ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the real reason of your refusal ? 

Mrs. Healey. I would further go on to. say that Congressman 
Walter announced very specifically — although I would s^ill consider 
the announced purposes to be illegal and unconstitutional — never- 
theless, even within the framework of what he has announced, I would 
say that the questions have nothing to do, are not pertinent to the 
legislative questions which Congressman Walter said this committee 
was interested in trying to gather further information oh. - 
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The Ghairkan; Mrs* Healey, as I understand you, you feel that 
the Supreme Court held that Communist. Party activity is political 
activity’ in the setose .that toe know it in respect tO’ other political 
parties? / / 

: ' Mrsi Healey; .Tyhat I annsayingin my understanding of the Su- 
preme Oomtdecision was that the? Communist Party’s activities, such 
as within that ground of activity and in the realm of ideas* are pro- 
tected to the- &st amendment* . \ 

The + GrrAiEiiAK. Becausedtds apblitic^paa'ty ? 

Mrs* didipfc^I am, only saying what Innderstand dt to 

■■ The^GHAnrtBiAlr. Yes> - f . ^ * : 

Mrs*- HhALsr. It is my opinion that the Communist Party is a 
legal political party* I.caimot read the, Supreme Coma’s mind* That 
is npt m. their! statement* 7?he Supreme Court merely* stated that 
activities, as such* are protected* I would differentiate between my 
own opinion that the: Communist Party is a legal political party;and 
the Supreme Court’s .because it would not do me to speak for 'any 
other body.*; Imn oply speak frommy own* understanding* 

- Mr* Tave^^ You have taken a* position, have you not, in: south- 
ern California/ in protection of the minority group in southern Cal- 
ifornia, particularly the Jewisji group? h , ' 

r M^s* T HBAijnr* T decline to answer that question on the same-grounds, 
Mr^ Tayeimer* . 

Mx\s Tavbn^uk* Let me ask you, whether: or not the action you have 
taken was influenced or limited in any way by the following: 

1 find .'f pm the February 25 1957, issue pf the hfew Leader in an 
article written by Walter K* Lewis* entitled, (< tJ*S* Communists Com 
vene/? this paragraph : , < 

The real key to the political tone of^the convention lay in a seemingly small 
incident which was never reported to ttedaily press* Delegates 1 close t<i the 
Morning ^reiheit,, Yiddish-language edition of the Daily Worker, introduced a 
motion to condemn the Soviet assault on Jewish culture (which included the 
liquidation of scores of Jewish writers* as' weU its Jewish institutions)’* In the 
interest of “Party amity ,, the -motioh was quasliied in thfe resolutions committee* 
Since the ^me 1 consideration: had- led -TCJiS* Communists to applaud the worst 
horrors of the Stalin era, it is difficult, to, see any significant change ha the 
Party’s essence 

1 * (Witness confers with her counsel*). 

■. Mr* Tavener (continuing readmg) : 
as A result r of the 16th conven tioru 

Lid you participate in the convention in any manner in opposition 
to the action of the committee-qiiashing^tliat resolution? 

Mrs* HnALEx* You know* Mr* Tavetoner, the very type of question 
you are asking; in regard to the question of the conventions of a politi- 
cal party, regardless of your opinion of' that political party, only 
Confirm's Congressman. Hinshaw’s warning in regard to' the passage 
I toottld say at thst tiiiie o£ the Smith Act but really much more 
pertinent to" the activities of this committee when he in his very 
eminent, thoroughly conservative^ Congress stood up and turned to the 
Republicans in ; tW Congress and told them, that if they tolerated this 
type 1 of legislation it could be only a matter of time until it was used 
against them* 
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N ow, the fact Remains that when this ^committee inquires, into con- 
ventions or political activities it should not t ake fo o much imagination 
to know that if you were allowed to do this, if citizens either co- 
operated, or if it was upheld through due-process, that it could be con- 
ceivably merely a matter of time' until it was your activities which 
were 'being inquired into, into Democratic Party conventiort or " Re- 
publican Party convention, depending upon which 'party* was in-and 
which party was out. Therefore, to protect :our politic^ parties, I 
decline to answer these questions, all; political activity I decline .to 
answer, these questions on the previously/^t^t^d gron^ds., ^ i 

, .TKe CirAir^rAN^ Off course,, the big difference is that when 'my party 
meets and we are drafting a platform^ arid we are adopting Resolu- 
tions, a member of the committee,'! have to fightto get in the room 
because of the press, photographers, .and what not*. "Wo are * very 
happy, to haye people present when we. .are preparing our platform. 
That is why I cannot understand why, if you contend that you are 
% member nf a political party, it is none o;f o ur business what happens 
an, the pro<^edings of that party, ^ r * ( - ?- 

Mrs* HfeAnnr, Well,, I would, say two thmgs In .answer to that, Com 
gressman, if I may* , . * , i ■ , L , j p R . * 

The first i's that from the reading oh the, press ,of : the convention 
about which Mr* Tayenner was so .concerned^ it/was] .clear' that the 
press was there at the press conference ;}' and secondly, that there were 
a whole number of eminent visitors who had been invited to attend the 
convention* . , ■ ■ , ' v 

But secondly, I would also say, .Congressman, that if, it mean ff your 
job that you were to be on thaff platform committee to exerciseyOur 
American right to participate in the political drafting pf apiatform, 
you mighffnot be so anxious to guarantee the right of a committee 
to inquire into it. If your party were being, persecuted as the. Com- 
munist Rarty had been persecuted, . as members ,pf ' the. Communist 
Party have been persecuted, I . doubt very -much whether you would 
be so jealous in answering or wanting to. answer ^questions in regard 
to political activities* But that is why I have told you I am -very 
proud of all the activities in which I have- engaged* ; ■ : ; - ,. A \ 

The Gkatk&uj*. If you are proud .of ithem*jwhy do yo.udn.ot talk 
about them? L , - * , f ^ 

Mrs* HpAnny* Because % donpff believe that answering theseques? 
tions can in any way serve the ■ interests .of my fellow Americans^ I 
think our forefathers wereveiy isensible, X think they went: on the 
basis of the best of the thinking of the, whole worlds philosophies 
when they drafted the Constitution*., , , r . t 

The CnATiUMAK* That was before^ there , was' a power trying, to™ 
thaPs beside. the point, * * v * ^ * d 

Mrs* HsAiET, It, really .wasrffff before there was, a. power because *a 
reading of the history of that, persecution at that time shows the 
whole country was in concern, over ^ the French' conspiracy, :over the 
fact that the French were trying, to. foment rebellion in this ; cpuntiy* 
It was Thomas Jefferson, apd I am sure you Remember this, Who jhad 
tq lead a more courageous and valiant fight* . » * T 

t The Chairman - , Let ts not go way off, . That is very interesting— 
about which we*all kno w. a rgrqat deal, , j , : 

Go ahead, Mr, Tavehneid j t 
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Mr. Tavenner. What I am getting at is to what extent was the 
convention, to your knowledge, influenced in its action by the Soviet 
Union? 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer oh all the grounds previously 
stated. - 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at that convention oppose any interest of 
the Soviet Union ? 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated 
although I think by this time in just a reading of pie testimony be- 
fore this, committee, including' those of ex-Communists who so glady 
testified in order to save their jobs, would indicate that all this non- 
sense that informers haye given you, professional informers haVe 
given you, in regard to the dictation of Moscow to any political party, 
et cetera, any such nonsense 

The Chairman. Where do you get the idea that anyone was an 
informer? 

Mrs. Healey. Where do I get the idea? From the reading of the 
transcripts of this committee. But I would say that as is true his- 
torically again throughout the centuries of informers, the testimony 
of informers, Congressman, and I am sure you will agree with me, is 
of very little value in terms of its honesty or its truthfulness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, since you have raised the question of the influ- 
ence and direction Of the Communist- Party of the United States 
by 

Mrs. Healey. I didn’t raise any such question. 

Mr. Tavenner. By the Soviet Unions 

Mrs. Healey. I volunteered nothing. 

Mr. Tavenner. You volunteered a rebuttal of that before any ques- 
tion was asked regarding it. So I want/to ask you what methods 
were used, if any, to your knowledge, either before or soon after the 
holding ’of the Sixteenth National Convention which indicated the 
Soviet- desire and intention to whip the membership into line back of 
of the Foster faction and in opposition to the so-called revisionists 
led by J olin Gates ?. 

Mrs. Healey. I told you that a reading of the testimony before this 
committee,, and I spent some time in reading it because I have never 
appeared before the committee and I wanted to acquaint myself with 
the procedures, with what convinced me that this is all a lot of poppy- 
cock that this committee has been propagating for many years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just answer the questions. 

Mrs. Healey. As far as the question you are asking me, I decline 
to answer on all the grounds previously stated. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. You are not frank with this committee. You are 
charging in general terms that from the committee’s evidence there is 
no such thing existing, but when you are asked regarding your knowl- 
edge of the problem you refuse to answer. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Healey. I would think by this time I have made myself clear. 
Let me then repeat it in order to have the weight of emphasis on it, 
and I will answer no such questions of this kind before this commit- 
tee because to answer those questions is to yield to this committee the 
right to ask them. 
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I challenge the right of this committee to ask any questions, ft is a 
forbidden area as far as the Congress of the United States is con- 
cerned to inquire into these questions. It is protected by the first 
amendment. I, for one, will not yield what thousands and millipfis 
of Americans over the centuries have fought for in order to provide 
information, a momentary excursion into forbidden area by this 

committee. - , . . ,, „ 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence ,a -thermonax 
copy of an article by Harry Schwartz; appearing in the February 4, 
1957, issue of the New York Times, and ask that it 'be marked “Heale'y 

Exhibit No. 2.” , . , . . 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 2” and returned m 

committee files.) . . 

Mr. Tavenner. I will read excerpts f rom. it as the basis for several 

questions.Rdin g ^ the article i s; “Soviet Backs Foster’s Faction, 
Attacks Eight- Wing U.S. Eeds.” 

The Soviet Communist party made unmistakably clear yesterday that it 
favored victory for William Z. Foster’s faction at the United States, Communist 
narty “national convention,” which opens here Saturday. . . , 

Iii language similar to that employed by Mr. Foster in an article published 
last, October, the Moscow newspaper Sovetskaya Rossiya attacked right-wing 
elements” among American: Communists and singled out for particular' criticism 
Joseph Clark, foreign editor of the Daily Worker here. 

As reported by the United press, the Soviet newspaper linked Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles and rightwing Communists here as advocates of 
a “national communism” that would “divide and; conquer” the Communist 
world. 

Further down in the article appears the title ; 

Third Outburst -From Soviet: 

Yesterday’s attack was the third recent indication of Moscow displeasure 

(Witness confers with her counsel . y 
Mr. Tavenner (reading) : 

with some groups of American Communists, particularly those associated with 
the Daily Worker. The two earlier indications had been an attack pn the 
Daily Worker’s editorial disapproval of the Soviet military intervention in 
Hungary last November, and a short, but bitter, onslaught on “Rightists 
among. American Communists by the Soviet Communist party magazine, Par- 
tinaya Zhizn. 

There has been much speculation recently that the rightwing elements among 
American Communists, wliose leader is generally taken to be John Gates, editor 
and chief of the Daily Worker, were weakening under the pressure of Moscow’s 
displeasure. One sign so interpreted by some observers was the decision of the 
New York State Communists, where rightwing elements are particularly strong, 
a week ago not to press for immediate conversion of the Communist party into a 
Communist political education association. . _ . , _ 

Since yesterday’s Moscow attack came after the concessions made by the 
rightwing at the New York meeting, the inference would seem indicated that 
the Soviet leaders were still unsatisfied and demanded both the victory ? of 
Mr. Foster’s ‘group and the serious rewriting of the draft resolution.' 

Do you not agree that is an effort made by the Soviet Union to 
dictate to the Communist Party of the United States ? 

Mr. Margoeis. Is the question finished? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) # 

Mrs. Hea le y. You know, I am rather curious about one thing, Mr. 
Tavenner. I have, I think, made reasonably clear to the committee 
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that I would consider anyt^timony belorp thisicoinmittee a ’violation 
pnnciple r woi4d yield to, the, pressures that would' grant Tthe .right 
^ h ^ oirLrrn ^e to inquire into these questions, I have no question 
that the chst of these hearings must be'enoripous., I am a taxpayer 
and I pay enonnous taxes,; and I aiftwondering— ^ * " ! ' 

M r v Tatonn^k, You ' arje deliberately evading ipy questions, x 
Mrs,^ Healey, W hen you know that X am not going to answer* ,J.am 
not gOhig to answer this :or any other question, including your -ques- 
t;oh which simply #^sior my opinions; pn thVigroundS: previously 
stated/ On .this question,^ I simply decline to ^answer pn the, grounds 
m J opinion has no validity to this committee* What I fid mr do 

not think, yhat I agree. h or dp not , agree with what a : newspaperman 
writes in a story really has very little relevancy or pertinency to 
thi$ committee* * 

The CHAmrAw. Does that purport to be a correct account of what 
happened at the convention? t , " " L 

Mr. Tavenner. What I read— at the convention? Yes,: 

Mrs, Heai^y, Mr, Tayenner simply asked me whether I agree with 
whoever ‘wrote that. h ^ 

Mr, Tayenner. It is not an account of what occurred at the con- 
veiition, but it was an account of ^articles* or attempts^ ah least three 
^tempts, madehy the Soviet XThiOn- to make knoymto the Communist 
rarty or this country what action it should ' take at its convention 
which was to beheld on the following Saturday. 

Sr 16 Chairman., Did you attend that convention 1 ? 

_ Mrs. Healey. X decline to - answer that question, Congressman, oh 
the grounds previously stated. I would add further, again, however, 
my offer to this committee or to any 'Other group 3 of interested citizens 
m these United States^ that I will under oath answer all questions in 
regard to political .activities, of my own, all that I ain aware of, with- 
out reservation or, hesitation, bub I will not do ^o in this committee, 
before this committee, t - 

Mr, Tayenner. This statement has been made at least four times in 
the r^coyd. 

The Chairman. We understand, v r '* , 

hfei Healey, Yoiv ought to. take up the statement -sometime,, then; 
TheCHAmaiAN. We understand your position. 

Mrs. Healey. If you are really concerned and interested. 

The Chairman. lyever' mind. 

Mrs: Healey. On the political activities of the party, then you 
ought to sometime^take up the offer to do so. 

Mr. Tayenner. The committee has learned a great deal regarding 
the Gommunist methods used in handing.dowh directives to therAmerT 
ican Communist Party, one clear illustration being that of the Duclos 
letter which resulted in the ouster of Browder in £945 .and the so- 
called reconstitution of the Communist Party, Is this not just an- 
other illustration of that same tactic? : 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tayenner; Did yoit submit to the pressures from Moscow and 
lend your support to the Poster faction as advised by Moscow? 1 
Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. What .effect did these directives have oil other dele- 
gates to the convention? s 1 r 
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I notice you are very much amusedy; but 31 wish > you would pay 
attention .to the questions and try to answer. 



wanton waste of taxpayerb^money at a/ continuation of asking these 
questions when I have^so clearly made knowti to you that ‘ I am^not 
goin^ to answer. ' t ' * ( ' ' 

* Mr.* Taverner. Will 1 yon ahMver the question? 7 j: 

1 Mts/Hea^y. I cannot 'answer for otli&r'peopI$* r X would say that 
I all my life have been my own boss and I contimie, on whatrl will 
think, on what I did, that 'is regardless of wliafc pressures may come 
from the IJ.S. Government, it may come from the Department of Jhs- 
tice or the FBI or from any other' source determining my conduct, I 
determine my conduct as my conscience dictates;; ^ * _ 4 , 

Mr. TAvennek. Then y bit did not 1 yield to the pressures" of Moscow ? 
Mrs* TTuauuv. I haVe already answered that'que$tion, 

Mr* Tayenher. You have not ' ( i 1 

Mrs. Heauet. Ihaye answered' that ‘question within' my-uiiderstand- 
ing of the ^uestldhl V" '' ,P< ‘ ^ " 1 * (1 ' : / " , J " \ 

Mr, 'Tavbnj S mt. Does your " answer ’Mean to impart the idea Jhaf 
youdid not suhMttollie'p'ressu^es f roriiMoseow % . 

Mrs* Heaxjsx* I have submitted to no pressures or yield to noprfes- 
sures from any source at any time* , i ' ; , \ , y 
Mr. Tavenner* Including MoscoW?' : r ^ ' v 1 , * * ' x \, m 

Mrs. Heaeey* You have asked tlie question. have answered it* 
The Gha^man. “Will you ahsWertlie question t 
1 Heaeey. Including Moscow, sir. ' , *' \ 

t The GHATffiarA^; " All right ; ; J ’ : ; d 

Mr* * TAveMdter. Did yoli support tile Foster faction^ of' the so- 
palled revisionists faction at that conyeiition.? . 1 ' y 
Mfs: Healet. 1 decline to answer the Question on the grounds pre- 
viously. stated. * . . r V « , , 

MrlTAVENNEii. DkFyou laterchange your support ‘and attack the 
Fqster factioh? 4 * ' - - ‘ " 1 

Mrs*HnALET ; Same^nswer/' 1 u 

Mr* Tavenner* X offer in evidence an .article oyer the name of 
T* Timofeyev, appearing qn j>age 10£ Bf the' March 19oT issue 
of Intematipiial. Affairs* published' in Moscow ffffd ask that it' be 
marjred ^Healey Exhibit Ho. 3.” *. : ; \ 1 

'TheGKAifr^^. T^itwilibe. > , \ / ff ! . ; \ ' 

(Document marked ^Healey ExMblt No. 3” and retained iff com- 
mittee files. \ ^ 
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enihg arid *cWsoHdation of tlie Communist Party of' tlie United^ States, 
nphe convention reaffirmed its loyalty to the principles of proletarion inter- 
nationalism*- This -point was miade in 'the- main Reports 'and delegates^ speeches 


ism. "The preamble to the hew patty rules adopted at the convention upholds 
fcheeardinal principle that their common interests 1 are the link ‘Uniting the work- 
ers of all countries. i - 
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Then I desire to read, the final paragraph : 

Pursuing a policy based on tested Marxist-Leninist principles, and applying 
the, great teachings of- Marxism-Leninism to U.S. conditions, the American 
Communist Party will be able to utilize all the possibilities which exist for 
stepping up the struggle for the vital interests of the working class and the entire 
American people for peace, democratic freedoms, and social progress. 

Now, this is the statement from Moscow after the convention, was 
held. Do you not agree that it places the stamp of Moscow’s approval 
on basic subservience of the party in the United States to international 
communism? 

Mrs. Healey. Would you read the question ? 

/Record read.,) 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr.. Tavenner. Did you take any action- at the convention in re- 
affirming loyalty to the principles, of proletarian internationalism? 

Mrs. Healey. The same answer. 

Mr, Tavenner. I refer you now to the closing paragraph which I 
have read, alluding to the utilization of all possibilities which exist for 
stepping up the struggle for peace, democratic freedoms and social 
progress, and ask you to state how the struggle mentioned is to be 
waged. 

Mrs. Healey. By whom? 

Mr. Tavenner. By the Communists- 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. We- find running through Communist Party litera- 
i lire, like a thread through, a garment, the term referred to here in 
Moscow of “peace, democratic freedoms, and social progress,” 

Mrs. Healey. You will also find it in all the speeches and writings 
of our forefathers, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wliat is the Communist meaning of those terms? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that John Gates stated, that hepame into 
the Communist Party for the purpose of waging a fight for peace, 
democracy, and socialism, that on disbandment of the Daily Worker 
we find in the last issue headlines, “We will be back, fighting for 
peace, democracy, and socialism.” 

We find, John Gates, after he has left the party, saying he proposed 
to continue the fight for peace, democracy, and socialism. What 
kind of Communist jargon is this which permits the use of those 
terms both within and without the Communist Party ?. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Healey. Life would probably be much easier for both investi- 
gating committee as well as for the ordinary citizen if- words were 
allowed to mean what words say. The fact that I decline to answer 
these questions does not mean that I am accepting your assumption 
as to what the words mean or that they are jargon or any other rather 
colorful adjectives which you use to describe them. But I do decline 
to answer this question as well. 

Mi*. Tavenner. Well, you see, the committee has found so many 
instances in which words used in their normal application have an 
entirely different meaning in the Communist Party. I am trying 
to get your answer as to the Communist Party meaning of these 
words. 
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Mrs. Healey. There may be some validity in wliat you say insofar 
as this is concerned. I have found in reading all of these transcripts 
that I read while I was on my vacationed the people who appeared 
on this committee and then the committee’s statement afterwards that 
the committee has its own peculiar knack of not only making these 
assumptions but making them with a certain solemn declaration as 
if they are perforce what you say is true in terms of the misreading, 
it seems to me, of what is implied in anybody’s statement. 

I would, however, decline to answer this or any other question you 
ask in regard to these questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have had considerable experience, have you 
not, with those who have recently withdrawn from the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. * , ... 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you.state whether or not those who have with- 
drawn have indicated to you an intention to" continue the fight for 
peace, democracy, and socialism? , #. • 

Mrs. Healey. Well, I would come back to an earlier answer I -gave 
you on this question, Mr. Tavenner, and that is that X again state 
that it is clear from the line of questions you arc asking that, the state- 
ment of the purposes that Congressman Walter gave in opening the 
hearing, and, I would still challenge the legality of that statement, 
that it is clear, however, that these questionsliave absolutely jio perti- 
nency to any possible legislation that the Congress of the United 
States could produce. 

* Mr. Tavenner. You refuse to answer'? > ; 

Mrs. Healey. Andl decline to answer the question. # - h 

Mr. TkvENNER. After -all is said and done, doesn’t it mean that the 
objectives of the Foster group- in the Communist Party, and the 
objectives of the so-called revisionists, with whom* our information 
is, that you have had some, experience, is just the same except one is 
within the, party and the other is without the party, organizationally 

^Mrs. Healey: I just truthfully do not understand your question. 
Mr; Tavenner. Read theCquestion. V ■ y 

(Record. read.) ' ' : - 

Mrs. Healey. I heard the question. I simply do not understand its 
intent. I don’t know what you mean. , * 

The Chairman, Ref ramey our question. * y 

Mrs. 'Healey. That one is within. >the Communist Party and the 
other is without the Communist. Party. I just don’t know, what you 
are referring to. ... * 

Mr.. Tavenner. I am asking you to reduce the question to a. very 
simjjle form, whether or not the objective purposes of the Foster group 
within the Communist Party are the same as those who have, pur- 
portedly left the Communist Party although they may not now be 
members of the same group. ^ / 

Mrs. ^He ALE f W ell, ^ in addition to ; aJl pf the grounds previously 
stated,; when you ask me to give.my opinion ‘as to ptherpeople’s minds, 
vrhat is in* theii minds,-, is really going f ar afield; . Certaiply I can 
see no pertinency or relevancy to. the question. ; , 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me correct that. I am not asking, you what is s 
in their minds. I prefaced my question by the statement .that ,ac-^ 
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cording to our information y on have, hud' considerable experience 
with 1 the so-called revisionists 17110 -hate left fhe-Gonunumst Party, 
I , am ashing you. to base your answer on your knowledge of their 
representations ;to: you-, , .■ . . , ■ • , , . , . . 

Mrs., H e alee. I decline to-answer ion .the .grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner.. John Gates, in tlm November 1856; Issues# Politi- 
cal Affairs, ini commenting upon; those who deft the party.,, states': ■" . 

I do Dot thiDk that 'Sfarobitf and thdse We him- Are lofet to* the cause of 
sftcialisirif but wiR continue K to contribute toiitin'itbelr own way and Ifbelieve 
that in tbo end wo willbe reunited* 

©O' you 'anticipate that the revisionists group- will return to active 
participation within the organization of the Communist Party? 

. Mrs. Healey. I)o I understand, Mr. Tavenner, you are now inves- 
tigating the question- of the ideas and the: activities ;of those! who gen- 
erally beiievein socialism? ■ , , • • . 

Mr. qd\vENNER. No, I- am asking you regarding- plans of the* Com'- 
minus t Party arid those who app arently retaiii the: same objectives. 

Mr.> Margolts; Plans? ■ ' .'a . , 

- Mr. Tavenner; Plans; ' 1 , 

Mr; -MhsGOrjs: II think that is- inconsistent with the 'Question you 
asked; : * ■ i 

Mr. TaveNnesI' Ms. ; ■ ■> l '1 

{'Witness confers- with her counsel; ) ' i - . . 

Mr. Masgolis; ©suggestive read back the/recordi -i ■ < 

The CjHAiaaiAN. Bead the question. . ... 

(Record read.) ■ r ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. NoW^answer-thequestioh. ■ . < ' ■ 

_ 'Mrs. HeaEey; I. don't quite- understand. 1 'You talk about the aiitic- 
ipation br plans. Am- 1 understanding yeu-correctly? . ; 

■Mr. TavenNer. ThequettiOnisplaiiv enough; ■ 

Bo'.you aiiticipatetliat! the revisionist groUp 1 ^-*-- . 

; MrsV Healey. Do I anticipate that people are planning to' -return to 
the Communist Party? 

• -Mr. TavenN^s. _ You'-couldnot very well know about, it uhless- there 
■was some indication to- you of an intention .of plan -to-do- it. ■ ■ ' l 
Tlie Chairman. Has' there been any indication that Sybil kn'ow? 
Put it that way. > ■ j ■ ' ■ ‘ 'j -- - m ■ 

Mrs. Healey. I, of course, decline to answer the question on the 
grounds previously Stated, although I would 'again fepsat that it' is 
clear that, the line- -of 'questioning goes further afield as th'd hearing 
continuesin terms ofpertiinency'.to any legislation. - 1 ' < r 

Mr. Tavenner. Hasn’t the Communist Party made as ; one of 'its 
foremost- objectives art effort to establish- close alliance with-thei so- 
called revisionists who have 1 left the party and 'to b ri n g 'them b ack i lit o 
theparty, .organizationally 'speaking?' : ‘ r . .b ■ ‘ ■ 

Mrs, Healey ; Same answer, ■■ "■ ■' ■» • - -M 

Mr. Tavenner. Returning now fo the 'Subject' -of 'directives' from 
Moscow, is it mot true that the 'French’ Communist, Jacques tDpclbs, 
once- again ^addressed a letter' to the- CofiinmniSt Party of-the/Hnited 
States convention.; wa& in) -process cor’ prior 

thereto^ in whicli he stressed 1 tire. Reading ftefeoif tlfe 'Soviet 06iroiimiist 
■H.arty$ ‘f > - j . 'a -.1 -w J 

^Witness confers wMi^ier GotmselQ 1 ^ i v * * t - * * - / 
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wonIH : 5ndicafe th&ftHe let^r^feat you were' referring tofrorh JacqdeS 
Buolos w as r rej ecfced and' Mr. Biiclos,. I understand 'from reading' tl}6 
press, was told that the American Communists wptd& determine their 
own policies of the AmeidcamCoinmi^sts. ( r , " / '' ' * V ./ , , 

Mr . 1 Taybhneiu What were thfe contents of that letter? ’ r r 

Mrs, Hr Alex, .My memory from the press : is y too scattered to' 're- 
member. /; ' * L r ' - 1 * , > , , 

Mn.TATONWBR, ©id you learn of Its existence other than through 
thejpr^s;?', ^ # - ' r ^ 

Mrs. HjEAktEr* I decline' to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. , . ^ s ' y- , , 

Mr. Taven*ner. Wereift you- oh hand and didift you r as. .a member 
of tlie national committee, receive that letter ? 4 ' < 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer oh the. grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner, You admits then, that tins is at least one instance 
in which the foreign Communist Party, the international party,, en- 



, ,, t „ , , Tavernier; I 

do hot aqc^t your 'assumptions oh ,tIdsor^ahy other questions that you 
have raised, and hiy declining to answei- should not be misunderstood 
that I am accepting the assiuhptidnsijtliat stre explicitln your questions. 

Mr; Tayenneri Did Steve Nelson, head of £he Pittsburgh Commu- 
nis^, £it a predawn meeting of February 15, ISSf,, brihgiogetlierj the 
opposing leaders of ©fie Comihuhist ©arty and arrange tlielcomposn 
tiohgfa caretakey^p^ fpithep^ ^ * © /,' t 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer fhe question. pmtbe grounds pre- 
viously sta^ed>I : /y , i, . ' 7 J ^ h ‘ 

Mr. TAVenner. A ? s a matter of fact, the main issues in the .party 

_ j. _ . i.i.i’. .t j ii f , * 7 .t ^ 'Jr- ■ - %/ 

terpretation is, what you 



return - to it later. 
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Moscow to support the Foster, ^dtibri on 

ihfer hatiohalism? iV < - M ' ' ' ' ^ '" r 




(Witnesses confers with her counsel.) * 

3%s.;'HSSdiEx. 1 I '^outd; suggest iydu caE 'either somebody from the 
Soviet Hmpn.qr China or Poland or one of the 12 representatives 
of the 12 parties participating hhd ash them. ll , , \ \ 

Mr. Tavenner. As a member of the national committee .and-hyery 
intelligent person, 1 am certain you would 'have no ciifScM^ - 

ingth^edheltiohsuf ybii d^sifet6.^ ri " ' '' ; ( f 

Mrs; Healey. I have already stated, ; sir, that*! will be happy- to 


p'eoplfeV t6 J listed 1 tofwhat. f' wpuld: fak delighted;^ haye % 

forum to answer thife -or 1 any otiier cfu’e^tidii© L i will hof ;dQ;so-hefpre 
a committee whose very existence challenges tlie Gonstifcution-and; the 
Bill'of Eights. ‘ " ’ ■ ; ' 
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Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a copy of a newspaper 
account of the meeting in Moscow, November 1957, of Communist 
Party leaders of the 12 nations in which Yugoslavia refused to join, 
and ask that it be marked “Exhibit No. 4.” 

The Chairman. So ordered. 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 4” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

The Chairman. Did you attend this meeting with Steve Nelson 
and others that Mr. Tavenner just asked you about? 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. I will be glad to answer the questions outside of this 
hearing room under oath. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you agree that the burden of the declara- 
tion from Moscow is an affirmation of the leadership of Moscow in 
world communism and the pointing up of the necessity of fighting 
revisionism? ’ 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. • 

Mr. Tavenner. According tp Political Affairs issue of January 
1958, the National Executive _ Committee, CPUSA, at a meeting held 
December 22, 1957, issued quite a lukewarm statement regarding the 
12-Party Declaration of allegiance to Moscow. 

Did you participate in the deliberations of. that meeting? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer and ask that it be marked “Healey Exhibit 
No. 5,” a copy of the article by the National Executive Committee, 
CPUSA, appearing in the January 1958 issue of. Political Affairs. 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 5” and retained in. commit- 
tee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I have before me a copy of another statement made 
by the National Executive Committee, CPUSA, entitled, “On The 
Peace Manifesto and the 12-Party Declaration” and appearing in the 
June 1958 issue of Political Affairs. I desire to offer it in evidence 
and ask that it be marked “Healey Exhibit No. 6.” 

The Chairman. May I see it, please? 

Let it be made a part of the record., 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 6” and retained in. com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. This statement is not a lukewarm endorsement of 
the 1% 

The Chairman. Before you .go into that, this is by the national 
executive committee? 

Mr. TAvenner. Yes, . sir. 

The Chairman. Are you a member of the national executive com- 
mittee? 

. Mrs.- Healey. I decline to answer the, question. 
o ;.,M^cjTavenner. I may state for the record, Mr. Chairman, that she 
is not a member, although the committee has information that she 
is a member of the National Committee of the Communist Party; 

The Chairman. And the difference? 

Mr. _ Tavenner. One is the executive committee of the, national 
committee. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) 
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Mr. Tavenner'. As I was starting to say, this June 1958 statement 
by - the national executive committee is not merely a lukewarm en- 
dorsement, it is v a 'Welcoming of the action taken by the Moscow 
12 jPax-ty declarations. It welcomes it in .this language. It- welcomes 
It “as renewed evidence of the great contribution to world peace and 
social progress” and said that the American Communists must truly 
study and systematically discuss it. 

Now' I would like to ask you this question : It appears from our study 
of these two separate actions that in the first one that was taken, that 
is, the lukewarm endorsement, that the motion was voted for, or in 
favor of, by John Gates .and his friend and it was opposed by William 
Z. Foster, Eugene Dennis, Benjamin Davis, James E,. Jackson - , and 
Bob Thompson. . * 

Can you explain that to the committee ? 

Mrs. Healey. Can I explain the action of the voting of other 
people? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Explain why the John Gates faction en- 
dorsed this lukewarm reception of’the declaration whereas Foster and 
his group voted against it. * 

Mrs. Healey. I would answer that on the same grounds previously 
stated ; ' ‘ - 

Mr. Tavenner; In other words, you refuse to answer ? . *• ' 

Mrs. Healey. That is right. _ - 

Mr., Tavenner. What change came about which enabled the Na- 
tional Executive Committee to change its attitude and give it a warm 
welcome? ; 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it because after the adjournment of the con- 
vention, with the aid and assistance of Moscow, Foster had become 
firmly seated in the saddle in the organization of the Communist 
Party in the United States ? 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to-answer on these same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. While these factional fights were progressing on the 
national level, what organizational change was made in the Communist 
Party in California? ; 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is It true that at the California State Convention of 
the Communist Party held on January 19-20, 1957, action was taken 
to establish the Communist Party of California in the form of two 
districts, the Southern California District and the Northern Cali- 
fornia District?. 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you define the geographic boundaries of the 
two new districts? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer; 

Mr. Tavenner. Is hot the boundary between the two this: that the 
area north of Santa Barbara and Kern Counties as. the northern dis- 
trict? . I 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. . ’ ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. And that the States of Arizona- and Nevada bound 
both districts on the east? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Mexico on the south ? 
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Mfs.Healey.. Same Rnsw.er., . • 

■M»< Tayenner. Isn’t it true that -you are chairman of the newly 
created Southern California District at-this time? , , 

Mrs. Healey. Same, -answer i » , , 

i Mr. Tavenner.: < Doest .nO't your, organization .call for the establish^ 
nient of a, district councilffiomposed of 62i:members? . . 

Mrs. Healey; Same answer. ' . j 

...» Mr. Tayenner.- A nd from this*.district council of 62 members; is 
tMre uO't a- district .executive board patterned after the- executive 
committee of the national organization composed of id members,?: 

>• Mrs.- HsAiny. Same answer., • ,- .... i ' ' . »/, 

Mr- Tayenner. Are you not the- chairman- of this executive, board? 
Mrs. Healey. Same answer. . Y 

Mr. Tayenner. _ Was one Don, 1 Wheel din a member of this, executive 
board of the district council prior to March 26, 19.58 ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

. Mr> Tavenner. Is yours Or is. the Southern California District di- 
vided into-28 sections,? Am I wrong about that ? ‘ 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

, (Witnessconfers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Tayenner. Did Don Wheeldiii resign from the Communist 
Party -on March 26,, 1958 ?..,,. 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. f .* i 

.Mr. Tavenner. According to our information, that would leave 
nine presently on, the executive board of the. district council. Is 
Horace V. Alexander a member of that executive board? 

Mm- Healey. Same answer. . 

Mr. Tayenner., ,1s,' T homas Greed amember? • , 

Mrs, Healey. Same answer., 

, Mr. Tavenner. Is, Cornelius Crowe amember,? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. ... , - , 

Mr. Tayenner-. Is Ben Dobbs amember? , » . 

Mrs. Heaiey, .Same answer.. t .\ „ i 

Mr. Tayenner, Is James Frederick Forest a member ? , . 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. . /< ■ , , i 

Mr.. T ayenner, Is Dernard Lusher amember? . , 

Mrs, .Healey,- Same answer. , ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Charlene Mitchell amember ? 

Mrs. Healey, gpme answer. , 

Mr- Tavenner, ., I s Nemmy Sparks a member? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state whether or not it is contemplated, 
Rs far as- you may have, any control over the matter, that William 
Taylor, formerly of Washington, D.C., is slated to become .a member 
of the executive board at your next meeting, which I believe, is; in 
October? . • ( 

Mrs. ..HEALEYi Same answer. . , , 

Mr. Tayenner. When is the next meeting ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. .- ; < 

Mr. ; Tavenner. Me,, Chairman, this would :be a good* time for a 
5-minute break. , . . 

The Chairman. We will have a recess of 5 mmutes- » 

(Members present : Representatives. Waiter and Tuck, ).. , 

(Short recess.) 
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(Members present : Eepfesentativbs Waltfef and Tuck. ) 

TMfGBAiRMAN...PEoceedj Mr-. iTayenneri, .. ,/.»* . /f. 

i Mb TAvbitner? W as’&h-or ganizational- Rieeting- of the ffewlyf ormed 

Southern District ;of the Comnmnist Party- of; California held- in Los 
Angeles on April 13 and 14,19573 ' " " ” ”* * ' ’* 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the*grounds previously- stated. 

Mr. Taverner. Mr. , Chairman,, I .desire to offer in evidence nu- 
merous, papers relating (to the ponvehtibn,. iiicluding. resolutions 
- adopted and, in one instance, absolution which was not voted put 
, by theresolutiont committee! ' * y '• u/ • - « 

» '‘ The ChairmAnI 'These' are resolution's considered at an executive 

! session-.?. v , •' T-,"’ , *" ' "' f '' " ‘‘ ‘ * 

' Mr. TAvenner; The one resolution I mentioned 1 was considered .at 

! a .meeting of the resolutions committee, and was. not voted but}.; hut 

f - another i;esolution onfhe’§hMe ^Rbiebtw'as ! i(ote'dout. ’ ' * 

* ‘ The GM iRmAn.-' A ll right. ' ) ' il ' ' ,,i ' 1 ‘ 

i - Mr- -IJavenner. I wiU ask the "witness ’'questions' 'regarding 'that 

| when we' arrive at it. ' ’ ‘ *' ‘‘‘ r - 

I There is the organizational convention of the new district formed 

[ in southern California of which our information .indicates’ that’ the 

witness" was the chairman. 

The Chairman. WaS this.-a public iheetih^? • ' ’ - * - 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir, , . 

Our information is that very definite security provisions were made 
i-egakding-thoisq-wM^ ■ • ’ , ’ ' 

These docuinents are as follows - : * * M '* - * 

- Eeport to Southern, California .District Convention by Dorfithy 
Eay Healey. • 1 . , . , . . 

,.,i< .!,»-!« /(Healey Exhibit No.. %) c , .. ,« ., •! 

(For text ol- document see 'Exhibit Pdf the Report oh -the Southern ! Cklifornia 
District of the Communist Party, H. Rept. No. 259,. April 3, 1959, 'pi ’5,7>) : 

. v Mr. ; Tavenner. ■ Tiade XJnibn* Eesoluti6ri, > Southern California Dis- 
trict Convention. ' 1 ’ 

' ‘ ” " (Healey Exhibit No. 8) " ' 

(For text . of document s.ee. Exhibit II of the, Report, on the Southern, California 
District of the Comp^unist, Patty, H. Rept, No.' .259* April 3, 1959j.p, 66) ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. -E ules of the. Convention- ’ ' . - 1 - , 

-a (Healey Exhibit No. 9). s ■ . t - ( . ,, :<J 

( For -text ■ of 'document 'see’ Exhibit IX of theiReportibhlhe Southern ‘California 
. District of .the; Cominupist Party, -Hi, Rept. No. >259, April 3,-1959, p. 77>)l f 

Mr. Tavenner, Eesolution offered by the Constitution and.Organi- 
. zational Coihmit'tbe for action by the cohventibn. • 

(Healey Exhibit No, 10) 

(For text of document see Exhibit XI of the Report on the Southern California 
’ ! * District pf- the Communist PArty; H,;Rept. Nb. 259; April 3, 1959," p; 82) ' , 

Mr. Tavenner. Copy, of a letter dated April 12, 1957, -from, the 
People’s World", Los Angeles staff' to the delegates to the convention. 
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(Healey Exhibit No. 11) 

(For text of document see Exhibit VII of the Report on the Southern California 
District of the Communist Party, H. Kept No. 259, April 3, 1959, p. 75) 

Mr. Tavenner. Resolution on a; Negro-Labor Alliance. 

(Healey Exhibit No. 12) 

(For text of document see Exhibit III of the Report on the Southern California 
District of the Communist Party, H. Kept. No. 259, April 3, 1959, p. 69) 

Mr. Tavenner. An excerpt from the. California Eagle, a publica- 
tion bearing date, April 11 (1957) , relating to a joint mass pilgrimage 
to Washington of 100,000 people set for May 17. 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 13” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. A Resolution by Subcommittee on Mexican. Work. 
I hand this document to the witness and ask whether or not this reso- 
lution was Jtilled in the subcommittee. 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 14” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr.. Tavenner. And was not voted out. 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner.. A Resolution on Mexican Work. 

(Healey Exhibit No. 15) 

(For text of document see Exhibit IV of the Report on the Southern California 
District of the Communist Party, H. Rept, No. 259, April 3,. 1959, p. 70> 

TEhe Chairman. The first resolution you showed was a resolution 
that was proposed and l’ejected? 

Mr. Tavenner. And, according to our information, rejected. 

The ..Chairman. Was this a resolution ofieredby the ivitness? 

Mr. Tavenner. Np. 

The Chairman. What connection did she have with it? 

Mr. Tavenner. She was chairman of the meeting and had filed 
a report on the subject of Mexican matters ag well as all of these 
other resolutions. 

The Chairman. Were all these furnished you-by the witness? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir ; she has not furnished them. 

The Chairman. How many people attendee), this meeting ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to ask the witness how many were in 
attendance at -this meeting. 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. Didn’t 125 attend the first,' day and 140-odd the 
second day? 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer pn the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Jewish People in the United States. 

(Healey Exhibit No. 16) 

(For text of document see Exhibit V of the Report on the Southern California 
District of the Communist Party, H. Rept. No. 259, April 3, 1959, p. 71) 

Mr. Tavenner. A Resolution on the People’s World. 
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(Healey Exhibit No. 17) 

(For text document see Exhi bit VI of the Report on the Southern California 
-District of the Communist Party, H. Kept. No. 259, April 3, 1959, p. 74) 

Mr. Tavenner. A reprint from the. April 9', 1957, Daily Worker 
relating to the text of the Harry Bridges letter to George. Meany. 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 18”. and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Constitution of the Communist Party,- U.S.A. 
(adopted by the 16th National Convention, February 9-12, 1957) .. 

(Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 19” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) . 

Mr. Tavenner. Report of the Constitution and Organization Com- 
mittee. 

(Healey Exhibit No. 20) ' 

(For .text of document see Exhibit X of the Report on- the Southern California 
District* of the Communist Party, H. Rept. No. 259, April 3, 1959, p. 78) 

Mr. Tavenner. Communist Party Convention, an editorial. ■ * 
- (Document marked “Healey Exhibit No. 21” arid- retained in com- 
mittee files.) * ' ' ' " 

Mr. Tavenner. It appears from ,yoiu* report to the convention, 
Healey Exhibit No.' 7, that one of -the' specific, programs assigned to the 
Southern California Communists is the formation of an antimonopoly 
coalition. Is this the- latest expression of the* Communist Party in its 
.struggle to destroy free enterprise in theUnited States ?. 

Mrs. 'Healey. This — is that subversive to be against monopolies in 
the United States, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the. question? . . 

Mrs. Healey. I ,ao not think it is pertinent to the inquiry, legislative 
ih(pfify,.that the Congressman announced as the: purpose of this comr 
mittee. , * ’ . - 

' Mr. Tavenner^ Mdy I have a- direction that the witness answer? , 

• The Chairman. You are directed to answer. • 

Mrs., T Teat.ey . I decline, to answer ori all the grounds* previously 
stated, and in. addition the ground of -pertinency.. ' * . 

Mr. 'Tavenner 1 . In your discussion of the sub]hct_of- inondpoly, do 
.you use that term- in the sense of the free, enterprise system in the 
>United‘ States? , - .. \ ' 

(WitneWconfers .with her counsel.) . ‘ 

Mrs. Healey. .1 decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

. Mr. Tavenner. I ask you if it is not a fact that in the Communist 
use of the language that you-are going to struggle against monopoly, 
you mean struggle against. the free enterprise system of the United 
States? * 

Mrs, Healey. I- wduldimagine, Mr. Tavernier* that Commumsts use 
the word “monopoly” the way all other Americans use. the : vyord 
“monopoly,” and that, is referring -to the giant* trusts 'that- have a 
stranglehbld on the free .economy. / ' • , 

Mr; Tavenner. Is that the way yoti use -itY 
Mrs. Healey; I decline to answer the question. f ' 

Mr. Tavenner; It; is also noted from this report, .that is* Healey 
Exhibit 7,- that the 'Communist Party is not satisfied with.the struggle 
for socialism, but that it dem'andb participation in ;class and national 
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struggles in order to convert hdri-Cohumuiiists to revolutionary con- 
sciousness, Pees that .mean that the Oonnnimist Party is seeing Jo 
stir the. masses into revolutionary' actipn-’f / 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer the question op. the grounds previ- 
ous!^ stated, the ground^ being 'based cm/£he 10'th -aiheiidment, On the 
1st 'amendment, the '5th, amendment, 6-hd p'ertihen’c j; . ali 'four h sing ih- 
Cluded in all previous answers. ' ' ’ ‘ \ ' t 

. Mr, .Taven^eh. May I have a direction ? _ ’’ 

'The 1 You ih’e’ directed to'^iis^erth'e^uestion.^ ■' ' 

Mrs, I-lEALEY. Same answer. : ■ ; “ ' ■ *'■ 

Mi’.' TaVenner.’ Tt is stated in the report that the entire Gommbnist 
Party in* Southern California is called upon to concern itSelf 'witll the , 
problems of labor so that labor can move effectively to influence the 
affairs of the Hation and finally lead it. ^ . • 

Is that a Communist Party expression td the effect that the Com- 
munist Party byfhis -means has- determined to- establish the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat ? ■ ' ' 1 ■ 

Mrs, HeaAky, Same; answer. i . . 

.Mi - . TavePh.ee, B.y having a Communist goverrupent?, 

Mrs. Hkaluy. Same answer, although do I understand your ques-r 
fion that you. are makmg.synQnymous;a, government led by" labor with 
what vcii-oaT. theci ici;;it()rsiiip yf tiio-prolptraiai? . / * ; 

Mr., Tavehnee, I am asking yon whether or notayou arelurging, in 
yquf report that file Communist Party concern.- itself with labor so -that 
labor could finally lead the Government. T,,ain, asking JpU whether 
or not you mean, by ■ that if that is .a stephn the estahh.shVaept of ; the 
dictatorship of the proletariat? . : - ; t 

n . t rv ^ , " * 



njrr Cr-lfV, I - J. U ; F 

Do you not mean by this that as a practical matter labor mU$i,£U]>- 
portor tlie masses, jnnst support the: policies of the Soviet Dhion ?; ' 
Mrs* Healey, Before X answer the specific question, Xanight point 
put to you, lMi\„Tayenrie^ that X believe it , was, Presideht Abraham 
Din coin who -declared the strongest .^oncl ii^tlie world is; that yrli^ch 
unites flie TFpfhmg people of tlie yjoidd/ -However, in /regard *tq your 
specific .question,; dn. r^gai-dUo isjhej question , yem, as^ed? X .decline - to 
answer oh the grounds 1 previously stated : _,j. : 

Mr* Taveitnek* Didn’t you change yourwiey/s : later >to i^e eztent; 
that yoy- were a -violent opponent q£ die .execution pf If agy;?- , M 

Mr^4-IpAL^, t % decline, to answer the fq^stiqn bn the grounds, pre- 

vipusly stated*; v ■ ; , n - y "X « < - 

Mr: Tavb^n^rI Yqur report makbs apart <x£, the^Cpminunist Pa^ty 
program in southern California a campaign to withdraw our f qrces' 
frqm Europe;, does ^ t «; I ■* t r\i 

i fe*&iiii* X deilipe to answ^dthe qu^tjion the, grounds pre- 
viously Seated? > . 


ousiysTcaxeu^ u -Dl i^ u *V. . v l h ! > 

Mr. Tavenjmr* Actually, the Com/piiqist; .par tyi .iSy ^y ipg ns a 
illing tool for the foreign pqlicy of tfe Soyiet Upioiijbismt that 


willin^ 
correct? 


- , * -t d \ii i: 

* Jlr^: isaypur .assijjription*’ Incline to. .answer the 

questipp on the";grQhnds/previo ^tatedj ^ijd thq feqt 
declining^ to anpwei; :it ,dqes not mean, dn apy - w^ty .th^it I agree, with 
your assumption. 
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Mr. Tayenner. Does r not' yodr repori; demonstrate that to be the 
fact— th at the Communist. P arty . of the XJnited States, is being used as 
a tool for tlie^promotion of th&foreign policy of the Soviet Union? 

* Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated, 
although I will repeat again ‘that as' far as I 1 am concerned and as far 
as & lifetime pfconsciouspolitical' thinking and. activity is concerned, 
I have never beehdne tool of anyone or any country I Y # ' 

Mr. TAVENM!R./But ybu have echoed m this report the directions 
of the National Committee of the Communist Party; have you not? 

Mrs. Healey. X decline to answer on the grounds previously stated 
although I* would state 'again thatmev a er immy/life have i : said' or 
acted in any way bther than the dictates of my own conscience. ; • 
Mr. Tayenner, And you; are having 'trouble in theUommumst 
Party becauseof it* areyounot? * ' 1 ' 

-Mrs: Healey! I decline fo aiiswer on the grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us how thife’ factional fight; 1 between 
the Foster faction and the so-called revisionists; on aviation at level, 
affected the Communist Party in the Southern District of California 
of whichyou werb and still 1 are the'chairman? 1 ’ ^ * ' — * * 

Mrs. Healey. That is a very broad question, Mr. Tavernier. 

Mr. Tayenner. Yes, and I am giving y omqnite a bit of latitude to 
answer it. How does it affectit? 


, Mrs, Healey, ^ X decline, the invitation, sir. X/ refuse to answer on 
the-grounds previously stated/^ , f ; * / / V tf - 

Mr. Tavennbil Let us start opt; by this. Didyou not have ihany 
resignationsasaresultof.it? , / , / v . 

Mrs.IdEALEY. Lbeg^yourpardon?^ / „ : / J ' ! 

Mr. Tavbnner . , L)idn 7 t you have many resignations from; the Southf 
er h District of California as a result ^ o^f these factional differences.? 
Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer ; same t gLpunds. , M , , f : \ h : ? 
Mr. TAyENHER.j Wasn’t, the .second mamfestation nCthe fo^m. of a 
letter of grievances to the national Committee signed by r 22jmembers 
of yqur .district . h Wasn’t , ;a m anif esfcat ion ? , \ r , ^ \ ^ i 

Mrs*' Healey/ Well," ! am not f esp onsibM for your a^imptiops or k 
interpretations of any questions, but I decline to answer the question 
onthe^o^dppr^yiqusly stated. ( ( ’* ’ i J ’ - 

Mr- :L TAVEN^R lf .Dq not let us : call' it Ja manifestation. Let/ us pall 
it a fact. Is it not a fact that a letter of grievances, signed by '*$2 
members of ( the Coimn.miistDarty |rqm tjie Los. Angeles mstrfet,^ was 
addrfesed'dq the Natmhal Coirmiittee, ^ Cbnunmnst Party lJ.S.A,| , r T : 
Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer the question omthe grquhds pre- 
yiously stated although what this has to do with the legislation, Lam 
still’ v^fy much in ti? (J ./ ^ ; !f / t ^ i i r 

+ Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to of^er iii evidence ass ex- 
hibit 2%_a , copy pLa letter bearing date of Deramber , li, , 19 5 1, ad- 
dres’sedtd the ^atibhaiCom ./>* '.\V\ . t 

(Witness coffers With her; counsel.) r ,/J , _ . ^ V ^ 

Mr. Tayenn^r. Of the iComniimist Party oLthe; United States, 
sighed Wahumber of people. 11 ' 

t TheC^AyRMAH, It y r ill bemade apartpf theyppord. J " 




♦ * u 
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(Healey Exhibit No. 22) 

(For text of document see Report on the Southern California District of the 
Communist Party, H. Rept. No. 259, April 3, 1959, p. 19) 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that this letter is signed by the full 
names of some individuals ; it is signed by the first name and middle 
■initial of others ; and in some cases it is signed by merely a first name. 

Will you help us, please, to identify the names of these signatories 
to this letter? 

!•: s|« ❖ ^ ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. There appeal’s here the name of Bebe, Boyle 
Heights. Does that indicate the name of Beatrice Goldstein of Boyle 
Heights, a section Of th’e;Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tlie name Ada, Boyle Heights. Does that indi- 
cate the name of Ada Dobbs? 

Mis. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Celeste, Zapata. Does that indicate the name of 
Celeste Strack Kaplan,, of the Zapata Section of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

* * * # * ❖ * 

Mr. Tavenner. The name Elizabeth, Moranda Smith. Does that 
indicate that is the name of Elizabeth Ricardo Jackson, of the Mo- 
randa Smith Section of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is a second name of Elizabeth, Echo Park. 
Does that indicate the name of Elizabeth Spector of the Echo Park 
Section of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Elizabeth Spector the wife of Frank Spector? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Frank Carlson, Boyle Heights. Are you ac- 
quainted with him? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mi\ Tavenner. Another name on this paper is Frank Spector, 
Echo Park. Are you acquainted with Frank Spector ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. TaveNNer. Henry Steinberg, Valley 22. Does that indicate 
Henry Steinberg is of the Valley 22 Section of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Joe, Valley 22. Does that indicate the name of 
Joe Gavron of the Valley 22 Section of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. . 

Mr. Tavenner. The name Kappy, Miscellaneous Industrial. Does 
that indicate the name of Leonard referred to as Kappy Kaplan? 

Mrs. IIealey. Same answer. 

Mr. TAvenner; Of the MiscellaneoUsTndustrial Section of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Lil C, Boyle Heights. Does" that indicate Lillian Carlson of the 
Boyle Heights Section of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Lois Newman, San Gabriel. Does that indicate 
Lois Newman is of the San Gabriel Section of the Co mmu nist Party? 
Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. ; Lou B. Building Trades. Does that indicate Louis 
Baron as a member of the Building Trades Section of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

‘ Mr. Tavenner. Mort Newman, Miscellaneous Industrial. Does 
that indicate that he was a member of the Miscellaneous Industrial 
Section of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Phil, Western. Does it indicate Phil Rafalow of 
the Western Division of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

❖ ' * ❖ - * * * * 

Mr. Taverner/ Sid, Miscellaneous Industrial. Does that indicate 
Sid ‘London of the Miscellaneous Industrial Section of the Commu- 
nist Party? * * - 

Mrs. Heauey. Same answex\ 

Mr. Tavenner. Sophie, West Adams. Does that indicate, Sophie 
Kishner of the West Adams Club of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Heaeey. Same answer, 

# ❖ ❖ ❖ * * * 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you participate directly or indirectly in the 
preparation of that letter of grievances ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t you accused by Max Steinberg at: .the meet- 
of July 27, 1958, of the Southern California District Council of the- 
Communist Party that you had a part in the preparation of the letter 
of the Los' Angeles 22? , < 

' Mrs.. Healey. Same answer.. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Did, you deny Max, Steinberg’s charges? ' , 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. ’ „ ’! , ' 

Mt..Tavenner. Who were its authors ? , 

. Mts..IIealey. Same answer. ' . , . 

. Mr-: Tavenner. It is noted that this letter contains a recommenda- 
tion that the present structure of the party be- made more flexible sb 
that membership -in the present type of party.;.club is not necessarily 
a- requirement for adherence to the Communist Party orgahizatibm 
Do you recall, that? . / , , 

Mrs. Healey. Sameanswer. . , ' - 

Mi'. Tavenner., Do.you.need me to reread that ? «. ^ ,< 

Mrs’. Healey. I wouldn’t. I would Recline to answer any ’.questions 
in regard to it, so that it isn’t necessary. . 

. Mr. Tavenner.' You mean you are not listening to these questions' 
because youhave made up yourmrind that you are not going to answer ? 

Mrs. Healey. It would be.inipossible to. aypid listening, 1 Mr; Taven- 
ner,. as bpth of us loio-y-i OLcpurse, I wouicL . It is clear' also, that you 
are just.cpntinuing.in what yoi^wilHorgive-ihe if I -will say-iis a rathbr 
willfpl, wasteful use. of taxpayers? money by cpptinuaiionof -a ]ine<of 
questions which you already hno.w I am hbt ; g6mg.to?answei;.,, • 

i- • . 
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Mr. Taverner., If .it- is-the taxpayers’ money, ! lay the change right 
at your door for refusing to make the effort, profitable. 

(Counsel confers "with the witness;) . 

Mrs. Healey. No ; I think;. Mi’, Tavenner ? that the aggressor usually 
is the one who is held responsible for the violation, not the victim. I 
did not invite the committee to come here. I did not ask for a sub- 
pena. I did not desire to appear: 

Mr. Tayenner. ,It is well known: that the Communist Party desires 
to hide all of its manipulations, and we are trying to uncover some 
of them. 

Mrs. Healey. I have already stated, Mr, Tavernier, and let me repeat 
it again, that there is nothing in. my lifetime that I am trying to hide; 
I will be very glad to answer all questions in regard to my own opin- 
ions and my own activities, my lifetime of pursuit of democracy — and 
I knpw you do not like the word — .before 7 any group- of Americans. 
I will not in. any way yield- to the violation- of the Constitution- which 
this committee perpetrates by its insistence on inquiring 'into a for- 
bidden area. 

Mr,. Tavennei?. .Do you recall now the question that I asked you? 

Mrs. Healey. Yqu were asking me in- regard to a quotation from a 
document you have before you as to whether or not I remembered 
something was in there, 

MiyTayenneb. Let me repeat the question. 

This letter contains a recommendation— I am speaking now of the 
letter of grievances written by the 22 Los Angeles members of the 
Communist Party^-that the present structure of the party be made 
more flexible- so that membership in the present type of party club 
is not necessarily a requireirneht for adherence to the organization. 

Does this" rtbt indicate that those withdrawing or contemplate with- 
drawing from the Communist Party because of factional differences 
are doing so in name pnly ?. , ' 

(Witness confers. with her counsel.) 

Mr. Taverner. -And that they ,are still for all essential purposes 
adherents to the Communist Party organization? 

Mrs. Healey. Let me ask you, Mr. Tavenher, are you pursuing this 
line of 'inquiry in order that you'. can later make a very -interesting 
Sounding .statement that the witness refused to answer some 500 
questions or something,? I am really curious as to why the persist- 
ence in iheline of 'inquiry. ' , 

' Mi’. Tatonner. May 1 ask that the witness.be directed to answer? 

The Chairmen. The witness is directed to-answer. _ h 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr Tavenner. Hid you'- Support that recommendation 

Mi’s. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Taverner. Hid you have Anything to do with tire preparation 
of that letter? 

MrSiHfeALEY. Hhmeaiiswef. ( _ ’ _. 

Mr: 1 aver nee. A paragraph in this letter expresses the conviction 
that all avenues must he- sought for unity with forces who have deft 
the party. Does -tliisnOt indicatefhedesiraonThe part' of the winters 
of the letter "to still remain-affiliated Or to secure reaffiliation with the 
Communist Party of those who had left because of revisionist views, 
so-called revisionist views? 
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Mi’S* HEA^ET^I-wiU^epeat'/againj Mr* Tayenner, that. yoyr contin- 
uation in the line of inquiry only .documents my. earlier statement 
that this is not a genuine inquiry* It is not a ftqna fide inquiry for 
the purposes of legislation, Chat W hpok or by orpok ithe ; coininittee is 
still attempting to find;a way pf^evading the, Supreme Court deci- 
sion; on the Watkins , and Sweezy cases* tile coipmiiteeas ^really 
interested in investigating subversive activities^ for instance' pn May 
18, J* Edgar Hoover announced that in, violation "o£ Eederai law, he 
was .tapping, 90 telephones*. This is .a committee in regard^to the 
upholding supposedly ostensibly of thelaws of i the 3t^es, 

The Chairman* We know what the purposeis. Certainly we have 
nothing to.do with the-t^pping of telephpn^*,, 7 _ ? ■ 

Mrs. Healey* But it would seem t_q/me if your ponpern Js with the 
framework of the. Government -tliat you. would gtdeast take a position 
and call before this committee under subpena, kip. /Hoover to^ answer 
for his violations of Federal law. ' * , ; * ; ^ t , 

' The Chairman- We have nothing whatsoever to do, with that type 
of activity* J - , t w b . : 1 » . 

Mr* Tavener* What action was taken by the National Committee 
of the Communist Party on this, left erpf grievances ? 

Mrs. Healey* I decline toanswer* , . * 

Mt*Tavenner* What^tiondidyout^ke? w* # * * . * 

Mrs* Healey, I decline to answer* * * . . ( 

Mr* Tayenister. I hand you what purports, to.be^a copy of “Com- 
ments on the Status of the Party” by .Dorothy Kay, Healey* lyyill 
ask you to identify it as a treatise prepared by you as a result of 
the letter of grievances* ■ Will you identify its contents as a treatise 
preparedhy ypu? , 

. Mrs* Healey* 3^me answer* , 

Mr* Tavenner* I desire to offer this.dpcuinent in; evidence and , ask 
that it be marked, “Healey Exhibit No*’ 2S*^ , t * J “ 

* i b fi.sc, <■ > V ■■ : ' i 

■ i C t - _ ; ^ 

(3?pr test of document see Exhibit XII of the Report on/the Southern California 
' \ pistrict:OL the CommunisfiBartyj H. Kept No, 259; April, 3, 1959; p. 'S3) 

' Mr*. Tayehetee* Was thifi treatise handed down By you; on March. 9 ? 
1958, to the 62 members ~M your district council for 1 discussion on a 
section level.?. r ^ * 1 \ . * \ ( 

Mf^* Healey* Sameanswer* r ^ ‘ ^ ^ ‘ H , 

' Mr: Tatoxnee* Was this document ; a reveal of r y ohf position taken' 
.previously at the April- 1957 organisational meetingof your : district, 
on- mattery relating to the' National ' Convention pf tHe Cbnimuiiist 
Party heldin^Bruai'y 1957? \ f \ * *V \ ^ - rjc * r 1 

Mrs. He^xosy* 3a'me answer; ' K ' * * * ^ * 

Mr* Tavenner* Did you noh charge or undertake in this document 
to severely criticize the nationalleaqership of 'the Communist’ Party 
for* hot having fulfillecl what you call) the c responsibilities placed on it 
by the Sixteenth National Convention ? , , P 

Mrs* Healey* Same answer*- ' , 

Mr* Tavenner* Amdng leaders of the Communist Party whom yofi 
criticized in this document were Eugene Dennis,' James J acfeson , James 
Allen, and William Z* Foster ; is that uptime ? y ( . * f 

Afe* Bealey*. Saihe answef* * 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you charged by Ben Davis of “Titoism” as a 
result of your opposition to the leadership of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer.- 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you hot by this criticism endeavored to set 
up a type of leadership in the Southern District of California to differ 
in its ; purposes from the national leadership of the Communist Party 
with you at its head? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does the Communist Party permit this type of oppo- 
sition to its national leaders ? 

Mrs. Healey. Sameahswer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you not consider'that this action oh yOur part has 
caused your days to be numbered as a member of the National Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted in this document that you claim the 
distinction of having your district provide leadership on such political 
fronts as the H-bomb, Little Bock, and the South in general, and the 
1958 elections? That is a quotation from your document. What 
leadership have you furnished in each of these instances or fields? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What means have you adopted to take part in the 
H-bomb campaign ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did it include-^ — r 

(Counsel confers with the witness.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did it include the selection of a member of the 
Communist Party to make public talks on the subject of the H-bomb 
under the pretense that he was a scientist without revelation of the 
fact that he had been a member of. the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer, although are you going into the- field of 
inquiry, Mr. Tavenner, that .opposition to the H-bomb is something 
that this committee has any considered right at all that it can legislate 
against? • * . 

Mr. Tavenner. I am going. into the subject, as you well know* for 
the reason of showing what the Communist Party is actually doing 
here, and as far as we can, ascertain, the purposes. 

Mrs. Healey. But isn’t this all in an area that is already very em- 
phatically protected by the first amendment and that the Supreme 
Court has rebuked this committee on this in the past for going into 
areas that are forbidden by the first ? 

The. Chairman. „ Go ahead, Mr. Tavenner., 

Mr. Tavenner. What means have you used to exert Cbmmiinist in- 
fluence at Little Bock and the South generally referred to in your 
document? 

Mrs. Healey. I would urge that the most pressing thing in this 
country right now is the question which at this point happens to be 
centered around Little Bock. Again I would say that the committee 
is really to fulfill its ostensible obligation and inquire into those who 
are fomenting force and violence in Little Bock, to deprive citizens 
of constitutional rights, would be in the order of the day. 

Mr. Tavenner. On February 25,, 1957, in. the issue of the New 
Leader, to which I have referred earlier, there is an article “U.S. Com- 
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munists Convene” by Walter K. Lewis. I will read; one section of ,a 
paragraph from that article; .. 

The' Communists directed special emphasis* to the Negro question .in their 
declaration of principles and Carl Raehlin reported that -a major effort to infil- 
trate the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the 
National Urban League should be anticipated. 

Have you endeavored to carry out what is indicated to be anticipated 
in that field? 

^ ' Mrs. HeAley. It seems to -me that this line of questioning* Mr. 
Tavenner, particularly at this moment, is a shameful thing, when you 
know as well as I know and probably even better because- you are 
more acquainted with the South* in a personal sense than I am, the 
gross attacks- and "violations and persecutions against Negro children 
that are taking place, that you would attempt to carry out what is a 

clear lineof propaganda v \ ' 

The Chairman. Will you answer- the question ? 

Mrs. Healey. On the part of Southern supremacies by carrying oh 
this line of inquiry, it would seem to me to be one of the most reprehen- 
sible acts of tills committee in its -history. Negro children are being 
deprived of the rights of education-' 

The Chairman. Mrs. Healey — - 

Mrs. Healey. You know arid I know that, arid, Congressinan Wal- 
ter, you know it, arid that you would attempts — 

The "Chairman. Just a moment. 

Mrs. Healey. To turn this terrible thing around into something 

that seeks’at this point not only your purpose- ‘ 

The Chairman. Are you doing it ? . ■ 

Mrs. Healey, I decline to answer the question on all the. grounds 
previously stated before arid I would repeat again the fact that I am 
declining to answer in no way- involves any assumption that your 
questions have any relevancy or validity. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what manner have you sought to use. the Com- 
munist influence in the 1958 elections of which you make boast in your 
document? ’ r 

Mrs. Healey. It.is a well-known fact, unfortunately, andtragically, 
that every time California has an election, or almost every time Cali- 
fornia has-an election, this committee appears on the scene. It seeins 
that again the merry and weary farce is repeating itself. If I were I. 
would have a constitutional right to do it. Amy questions of election 
activities are certainly so patently forbidden fforn this coinmittee to 
inquire into that I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated; 

Mr. Tavenner. You know very well that I am speaking of Com- 
munist Party plans, not what people do as individuals. So what are 
you doing as the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Healey. I repeat again the answer that I gave you earlier, and 
that the Supreme Court in upholding the Constitution has already 
stated that the activities of the Communist Party as activities are 
protected by the first amendment and if there are any illegal activities 
concerned there are agencies of the Government to take care of them. 

I repeat again to you, gentlemen,, the fact that after some 30. years 
and after 6 months’ time with ,25 FBI informers testifying, there 
could be found no proof that I have ever in my life engaged in any 
illegal activities, in any conspiratorial activities of the kind that are 
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prohibited, should' be indication of the fact that the committee simply 
must carry on this type of thing not for the purpose of any genuine 
legislative, purpose that would be of any help or interest to the people 
of -the United States, but simply as a further attack on the Oonstitu- 
tion. 

Mr.. Tavenner, How, if at all, did your treatise affect the Los 
Aiigeles 22 who sighed the letterof grievances ? 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 
Mr. TavEnner. 1 haiid you what purports to be a copy of a letter 
of resignation to the National Committee, Communist Party of the 
United States, bearing date March! 26,1958, and ask Whether you are 
familiar with its contents [handing letter to the witness], 

Mrs: Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the letter in evidence and ask that 
•it be marked “Healey Exhibit No. 21.” 

The. Chairman. Itwillbe made a'part Of the record. 

/■ > (Healey Exhibit No. 24) 

(For text of document see Report on the Southern 'California District of the 
Communist Party, H. Kept. No. 259, April s, 1959, 1 p. 22) 

Mr. Tavenner. This letter of March 26, 1958, addressed to the 
National Committee, Communist Party of the United States, is signed 
by 16 people from southern Calif Ornia, some from northern California, 
resigning from the Co mm unist Party and stating the reasonstherefor. 

Did you haVe anything to do with the preparation of that letter of 
resignation? 

. Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Tatonner.; Were you consulted about it ? 

Mf s. Healey. Same answer, 

Mr. Tavenner. This letter Clearly shows by its language and posi- 
tive. declaration that it is the purpose of this group when the time is 
ripe to form ail organization which will continue to advance com- 
munism in the United States. 

.Will you tell the committee what knowledge you have regarding 
any such plan? ’ 

' Mrs. Healey. Same answer, 1 

Mr. Tavenner, Have overtures, been made to you to resign from 
the Communist Party aiid join this group ? 

Mrs.. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, at this point I go into another sub- 
ject. I do not know whether or. hot you want to stop here for lunch. 

The Chairman. We will take a break, We will resume the hear- 
ings at 2 o’clock. 

(Members present : Representatives Walter and Tuck.) 
(Whereupon, at 12:25 p.m., Tuesday, September 2, 1958, a recess 
was taken until 2 :10 p.m., this same day. ) 

AFTERNOON SESSION— TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1958 

The hearing was resumed, at 2:10 p.m., pursuant to the recess. 

The Chairman. The committee Willbe m order. 

(Committee members present: Representatives' Walter and Tuck.) 
The Chapman. Are you: ready, Mr. Margolis? ; 
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Mr. Margolis. Yes. 

The Chairman. Proceed, Mr. Tarenner. ‘ ’ 1 " . ' ' 1 ‘ 

' ■ ■ r r< ' * -it 

TESTIMONY OF BOROTHY RAY HEALEY, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COtHJSEL, EEiT HARi&OIJS— Resumed , ? ’ 

Mr* Tayenner* Did you attend as a delegate a meeting of the Na- 
tional Committee of the'Communist Party, TJ.S.A*, held in New. York 
City bn June 28-29, 1958? j ‘ J< 1 ' . ** / ^ V '' 

Mrs, H eaeex. I decline to answer on, the grounds previously stated, 
Mr, Tavenner. Was Ben Dobbsone of the representatives or dele- 
gates to that j meeting' from the Southern District of California? 

Mi's* Heaeet. Same answer, ; b 

Mr* Tavenner* Was Charlene Alekandef Mitchell a delegate to 
that meeting from the Southern District ’ of California? ' 

Mrs* Healex, Same answer* . iL : 1 * o , 

' Mr, Tavennekv Was Pettis Perry a delegate to that meeting? ’ " ’ 
,Mrs*. Healet^ Same answer, ; ' 

Mr, Tavenner* Prom southern 1 California'? * t 
j Same answer; ' ’ * ' /' ' 

Mr, + Taveniter, Was there" ah enlarged meeting of the District 
Council of the Southerh District .df CMiforma Commmiist Party and 
Commuiiifet Part? functionaries held at r 6Ci7 •SbuthjWfeterii AVehue, 
Los Angeles, on Sunday, July 27, 1958, the purpose of "which was. to 
receive a report from delegates to the national committee meeting held 
on June 28 m New York City ? , \ ^ L 

Mrs. Heauey* Same answer, 1 \ , ' " -V r * v 

Mr* Tavenner, Is it not correct that the hiajority report to/the 
district council meeting that I referred' to insisted of a copy of .the 
Report of Eugene Dennis to -the National jCpm^ttee^ CPtlSA, p>re- 
sented on June 28, 1958'; a copy of the Labor Policy statement adopted 
by the National Committee, CPUSA,- June 29, 1958 L , arid a copy :of a 
report to National Comrnittee,. June 28, lSSgJ.OA the Work and, Con- 
solidation.of theParty by Bob Thompson? My questibiiis^ 'Did* not 
those three report® constitute theinajority report to, the S^uthem\Disr 
trict Council of the California Comraimist Paxtyjb * 7 / 

Mts,Heausy* Same answer, F r * / * / , 

Mr, Tavenher* I offer in evidence, Mr* Chairman and>sfe ■ih'&t the 
report pf Eugene Dennis be marked, “Hehl^y^Exliibit ^,^ the report 
On the Work and Consolidation 'of , the party by Bob Thompson be 
marked “Healey Exhibit 26,^ . r . ^ / * ' ■ . ■ 

(Documents marked “Healey Eihibits Ifos,^5 and 26 respectively,) 

.(For text of documents see Exhibits XV- and.XVr.of the Report on. the* Southern 
California District of. .the Communist Party, ;H. Rept r No* 239,. April '3,' 1959, 
pp* 100 and 110, respectively b 1 ' . * * J / ' H 

Mr, Tavenner, Also -the report ; oi the labor ^policy statement 
-adopted by the. National Committee, CPUS A*. *as ‘‘Healey E xhi bit 
.No.. 27.'” - : . . ; ... : 

(Document 'inarmed “Healey Exhibit j No* 27i” and- retained' in committee* die's) 

The Chaxrmaut. They will be so marked, J ' * 1 T * " 

Mr* Tavennek, Did y oii take the floor at ibh disfahctcoui^ 
held on July "27, to 'which I"refered, ahcltUhnounce that : you Would 
make a minority report on wliat took place at. the national bommittee 
meeting of June 28, 1958 ? 
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Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) ... . . 

Mr. Tavenner. Did- you not at this district council meeting dis- 
approve of the report of Dennis insofar as it related to Yugoslavia, 
France, and the execution of N agy ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You understand that my reference to Yugoslavia 
and France has reference to the Communist Party of those countries • 

Mrs. Healey. I understood. _ . . 

Mir. Tavenner. Was a resolution introduced, at the national com- 
mittee meeting,, dune 28, opposing the execution of Nagy? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this resolution proposed by a group on the na- 
tional committee generally referred to as the Healey bloc? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer, Mr. Tavenner. 

The Chairman. The Healey faction? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. _ . 

Mr. Tavenner. The .committee has information that this bloc, 
known as the Healey bloc, was composed of 10 persons including 
yourself. Was Anna Correa, one of those? 

Mrs. Healey. The same answer, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr . Tavenner. Was Pen Dobbs of southern California one of those. 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. , Was Steve Nelson one of them ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr., Tavenner. Was Joe Roberts one of them ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same .answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Dave Davis one of them? 

'Mrs. Healey. Same answer., 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Si Gerson one of them? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. , Was Mickey Lima one of them? 

Mrs.. Healey. Same- answer. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Was A1 Richmond, editor of the People’s World 
from northern California, one of that bloc? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Martha Stone of them? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. _ . 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the execution of Nagy the subject of discussion 
at the July meeting of the district council ? 

Mrs. Healey. I gather you are referring to the execution of Nagy? 

The Chairman. Imre Nagy. 

Mrs. Healey. I decline to answer. 

The Chairman. Mr. Tavenner appreciates your superior knowledge 
of Mr. Nagy. 

Mrs. Healey. I am of Hungarian ancestry. v> 

Mr. Tavenner. Did not Pettis Perry and Charlene Mitchell, both 
members of the national committee, James Forest, William Taylor, 
and others, take the floor at the meeting of July 27, and express ap- 
proval of the Soviet execution of Prime Minister Nagy? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not Oppose at the meeting of July 27 and 
disagree with that part of the Thompson report relating to the lack 
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of confidence by Communist Party members in .the Communist Party 
and in its future? ’ 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The co mmit tee has information that at this meeting 
of July 27, you stated that the Thompson approach on this question 
wasa real Trotsky line. Is that true? 

. Mrs. Healey. Same answer, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I fail to see any reason for levity that you seem to 
be attempting to express here. • . . 

Mrs. Healey. "Well, I must confess that, in the first, place, 'the repe- 
tition of questions in an illegal field becomes very wearisome. Sec- 
ondly, the contents of some of the questions I gather are. being asked 
in a facetious manner. 

Mr- Tavenner. 'No. 

The Chairman. It must occur to you that someone knows all 
■ about your activities -to give us this information. 

Mrs. Healey. Then if that is true, Mr. ‘Walter, all the more rea- 
son why this hearing is even more farcical- than I indicated earlier. 
If 'you already think that you know the answers to these questions 
then my appearance is certainly a waste of your time and my time. 

The Chairman. The last thing in the world I would do would be 
waste my time. 

Mrs. Healey. And I hope mine. 

The Chairman. I am disturbed, though, by your refusal to help 
this committee because we have every reason to believe that -you 
could render a great deal of service in the strengthening of the se- 
curity of. this great country of ours. 

Mrs. Healey. I haves a very strong feeling about strengthening 
the security, of our. country., I feel it most' passionately and deeply. 
I think the best strength of this committee-'would be 4 the abolition of 
the mandate which, according to my opinion, weakens the security 
of; the country. . . * , 

Mr. 'Tavenner. That is because of its; efforts to present to Congress 
the real facts regarding the. activities of- the C ommu nist Party of 
whichyou are a member, a leading member-;. isn?t that true? 

Mrs; Healey. The fact is that for oyer at least; 20 years this com- 
mittee has been .carrying out ostensibly at least-that purported pur- 
pose;. and. the fact remains- that all that* time; this committee has hot 
been.able to bring in constitutional legislation because it is attempting 
to go into fields wbich the committee knows ik forbidden, to it, and 
.therefore the conclusion. of any citizen must be that what the commit- 
tee is attempting to do is simply to perpetuate; itself and to carry 
on an. attack of black lies, of rattempting exposure, in order to conduce 
an atmosphere of conformity in .the country.- It is not a new thing 
historically, and it is- one of the reasons; why the. Bill of Bights was 
put into the Constitution. 'From time immemorial there, ‘have been 
political and ambitious men who have attemptedto do precisely that. 

I consider that resistance to this committees illegal activities is - the 
highest attribute of patriotism. . . - > *- - 

Mr-- Tavenner., Will you tell the, committee whether or not at, this 
meeting .of July 27; you criticized the leadership of the* Communist 
Party- by .charging that; there ; will . sdbh be no interparty democracy 
in the Communist.Party ?; - , vh *■ . . . 
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Mrs. Healey. The same answer as previously given... 

Mi*. Tavenner. Were you influenced to make toy statement, be- 
fore this-meeting of .July 27 on interparty democracy by reason of the 
dropping of Sinn Kushner of phiCago, slated for election to the na- 
tional committee, because he did not .come to the defense of the Den- 
nis and Thompson reports? 

Mrs. Healey, Same answer, 

Mr. Tavenner. In fact,, didn't you make that charge ? 

Mrs. Healey. Sameanswer. ; - 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not also, announce at this meeting of -July 
27 that you made a ; motion to elect Ben Dobbs- to the National Execu- 
tive Committee of the Communist Party when this, the. second largest 
Communist area in the country, had no representation on that body? 

Mrs. Healey. Same: answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did present such a motion, did you not,, and 
it was defeated;? 

Mrs. Healey. Same' answer., 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you influenced in your criticism, of the leader- 
ship of the Communist Party by the fact that at the meeting of the 
national committee you -were limited to 10 minutes over a period of 
3 days to express your views on Communist Pa v ty issues? 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

Mr; Tavenner. Didn’t you announce to the district meeting that 
that was all the time you were,allo wed ? 

Mrs. Healey. Same’, answer. ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you not criticize the leadership of the Com? 
munist Party oh the ground that although thd Th«;npst >n report was 
permitted to he filed and; approved, .you werempt given- an opportunity 
to evendiscuss.it omthe floor? 

Mys.-Healey. Saim.answer. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn’t you charge, that. the penalty of nonconform- 
ity to .the 1 dictates; of the leadership" of the Communist Party was 
expulsion from leadership? ' 1 

Mrs. HeAley. In vi"ew : of all' your questions', Mr.. Tavenner, that 
you have been, asking; me, both you and the: 'Congressman: claim- that 
y.ou_ have this in' your 1 file,- .and it would appear to be at least para- 
doxical. * You claim. that ;I. am, a member- of the national committed 
and then you recite all these lists ■ of ' dissgreem ente-.and contradictions 
that I have with' tlie 'national committed* and yetyou-isay—r^. 

The Chairman. Will you answerthe question? 

Mr. Tavenner.. Wliat.do you say? 

Mis. PIealeyi I -decline to answer -the question^ 

Mir. Tavenner. Did Ben Davis .at the, national committee; meeting 
charge you 5 with Titoism? - ' ' - 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. . 

Mix Tavenner; Didn’t, yoii'state that that occurred at the 'meeting 
ofyour district council on, July 27? ' ■ < • 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 

: Ml’: Tavenner, Did you not also say — let :ne put it this way — 
the committed has information.’ that 'at the meeting of July 27, you 
stated trait Ben Davis at; the national committee' meeting 1 said .that you 
should be removed from leadership in southern California? ’ 

Mrs. Healey. Same answer. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Is that true? . • 

Mrs. Healet. Same answer. - 

Mr. Tavenner. When you reported what Ben Davis had said, did 
npt most of, those present at the. district convention applaud:, thus 
indicating their approval of your removal from leadership in the 
Communist Party in the Southern District, of California?. 

Mrs. Healet. Same answer. ■ , . „ ' . 

Mr; Tavenner. After the making of a minority report- by you ah 
the meeting of July 27 of the district council; what pourse was then 
taken at the meeting to stifle the -opposition that you had expressed 
tqxthe Dennis report,-, 'the -execution bf Nagy; and your. -opposition to 
the Thompson repoft?i> - V • . . ' - 

Mrs. Healet. Same answer* Mr. Tavenner. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Was "iiot Pettis Perry called upon to make a. ma- 
jority report from the floor ? . 

Mi's'. Healet. Same answer, Mr; Tavenner. 

, -Mr. Tavenner. Did not Pettis Perry read to those present page 74 
of the. Sixteenth National Convention party resolution, stating that, 
the majority Viewsmustbe abidedby? , ) > 

Mrs. Healet. Same answer. . : ‘ ' ,« ... 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he notsstate that all Communists are duty- 
bound to support all three reports? 

Mrs. Healet.. Same answer. > ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Did not Pettis Perry "criticize the Healey bloc for 
Standing up and criticizing Socialist .countries in the national com- 
mittee meeting? 

Mrs. Healet. Same answer'.- - * 

Mr. Tavenner. Does not all this, demonstrate that thei Foster fac- 
tion is firmly in control of the Communist Party, USA, that demo- 
cratic centralism af its worst is being enforced underthe threats of 
expulsion? ’ . ' 

( Counsel confers with-his-chent) ; ^ 

'Mr;. Tavenner. And 'the. country is/ih fact being faced with the same 
Communist Party as existed -prion.tb. -the rSixtetoth, National Conven- 
tion and under the tutelage and direction of Moscow? . • 

Mj^s. . Healet. Well, if what you -mean by demonstration, that, type 
of demonstration th at' wo uklbe necessary under due process, I don’t 
ihinlc-ydtir *<p(e$tioju .demqh§tptte$ :anytiiihg. No facts have been, ad- 
duced' that indicate that.-., But you obviously .have* ah opinion. If. 
you are asking my opinion, I decline to answer On the grounds, 
previously stated. , - 

Mr. Tavenner.- Ih fact, the only thing that, saved you- at. the July 
meeting from disciplinary Action of the Communist Party was the 
tabling of a motion that was made for your- 'removal as district chair- 
man; isn’t that correct? • \ » . 

Mrs. Healet. Same answer. ' . ' 

(Counsel confers with his client. ) 

Mr. Tavenner.; Wllttt is;the,.Coriimunist Barty'.plan) at this, time for 
the infiltration of non-Conmrnnist-asspciations-in southern California? 
Mrs. Healet. Same answer. 

, Mr.* Tavenner. , Lhaveho further questions; Mr.- Chairman. * 

The Chairman. I have no. question's., t ;<u ", ■’ .«• * *. > 

Mr. T uck. I : h aye n oqu e sti oil s; * -. i o: ; 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, three witnesses have been subpenaed 
who. are represented by Mr. Margolis, each of whom has furnished 
medical information indicating serious illness and, in the judgment of 
their physicians* it would be dangerous for them to appear as wit- 
nesses. I seem- to have mislaid them. 

Mr. Margolis. I have them. 

The Chairman. Do you know the physicians ? 

Mr. Margolis, I do not, sir, but 1 know their reputation. One of 
them, for example, is- from Cedars of Lebanon Hospital, I do not 
know if you are familiar with it, but it is considered one of the finest 
hospitals here. I do not think that I know any of the three doctors 
personally, if that is what you are 'asking, but lido know them by repu- 
tation. I have talked to them over the phone. 

The Chairman. They would not give certificates unless there was 
reason for it? 

Mr. Margolis. I am absolutely positive they would not. I told them 
over the phone, though, I don’t think it is necessary that they should 
be willing .to submit each of these persons to a physical examination to 
any doctor thalt the committee desired if the committee desired it, 
and that we wanted the kind of report which any reputable doctor 
would agree with one way or the other. 

The Chairman. These are reputable doctors ? 

Mr. Margolis. Oh, yes ; no question about it. 

The Chairman. I guess that is all right. 

Mr. Tavenner. The- names of these witnesses are Morris Karson, 
, and — . 

May I suggest that the medical statements be filed ? 

The Chairman. Yes* we will file them and continue these witnesses 
under subpena. 

Mr. MARGOi&s. Continue pending further investigation ? 

The Chairman. That js right. 

Mr. Margolis. As I say, they arewillihg, any of them, to submit to 
an examination if thatis the desire of the committee. 

As I understand it, ^ their present appearance date'is vacated ; is that 
correct? 

The Chairman. No ; it is not vacated. It is set aside for the moment. 
They. do not have to appear uiitil they are notified. 

Mrs Margolis. I understand that. In other words, it will not be 
a defiance to this Committee’s order not to appear on the date for which 
they have the subpena. 

The Chairman. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Donald Wheeldin. 

The Chairman. Willyou raise your right hand? 

Mr. Miller. I am not Mr. Wheeldin, Your Honor. 

The Chairman. Do not call me “Your Honor;” 

Mr. Miller. Excuse the old courtroom habit. 

STATEMENTS OF LOREN MILLER AND AL WIRIN, ATTORNEYS, 

Los Angeles; calif. 

Mr. Miller. My name is Loren Miller; I am an attorney at law 
with offices at 2822 South Western, Los Angeles. My telephone 
number is KEpublic 1-4142. I appear here with Mr* A1 Wirin, who is 
also an attorney here on behalf of Mx. Wheeldin. 
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. If I. may be permitted to do so — — 

The Chairman. On behalf of whom? _ _ 

Mr. Tavenner. The name is Don Wheeldin, W-h-e-e-l-d-i-n. 

"Mr. Miller. If I may be permitted, I would, like to make a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask a question first? 

'Mr. Miller. Yes. 

The -Chairman. Where is the witness?. _ ’ .' 

Mr. Miller. If I may make a statement, I will explain- ‘as best I 
can where the witness is. 

The Chairman. The" witness was subpenaed and he is. not here? 
Mr. Miller. Thafisthe fact of the matter, -sir. 

Tlie-CHAiRMAN. Is notthat the end of it, 'Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. - : 

The Chairman. All right. Call another witness. 

Mr. Mti-.t.t-.t; I take it by that you would not-permit me to make an 
explanation of his absence? ' 

The Chairman. Your sole function in matters of this sort is to 
advise your client as to his rights under the ■ Constitution of the 
'United States, not to advise us. 

Mr. Miller. 1 understand that. _ 

The Chairman. .Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs.. Newman. 

The Chairman. Will you raise-your right hand, please? 

Do you .solemnly swear that .the testimony you are about to ;give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? * . 

Mrs. Newman. I do. *• 

TESTIMONY OF MARY LOIS NEWMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

DAN MARSHALL 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mrs. Newman. Mary Lois Newman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let the record show -the witness is accompanied by 
Mr. Dan Marshall, counsel,; 'from the city of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Marshall. Mr. Tavenner >and this committee, .this witness 
intends - 

The .Chairman.: Mr. Marshall, we have not asked her any questions. 
Mr. Marshall. One question. 

The Chairman. We will ask her the questions and then you can 
advise her, but, we do not permit statements, as you. well know. 

Mr. Marshall. There. is a question pending. - May I have it again? 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your address? - - « 

(Counsel confers with his client.)) 

The Chairman. Do you need legal advice as to where you live? 
(Counsel confers with his client.) 

Mrs. Newman. I am going to decline to answer under my constitu- 
tional privileges of the first amendment and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Marshall. Mr. Tavenner, the witness has not finished. 

. (Counsel-confers with his client.) - 

.The Chairman.- What is it you are reading? 

Mrs. Newman. A memorandum. 
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The Chairman. I think the record should show th^tfcouiisel handed 
a piece of paper to the witness f r oni which she is reading. 

Mrs. Newman. Yes. 

The Chairman. Prom what areyou reading ? 

Mrs. Newman. A memorandum. 

The Chairman. All right.. 

Mrs. Newman. I will decline to answer on the 1st amendment, the 
Bill of Rights, the 4th amendment of the Bilhof Rights, the 6th amend- 
ment of the Bjll of Rights, the 9th amendment of the Bill Of Rights, 
and the 10th amendment of the Bill of Rights, and that it lacks 
pertinency. 

The Chairman. You are declining to answer for the reasons given - 

to the question as to your address'? • i 

(Counsel confers with his client.) 

Mrs. Newman. Yes, -sir. 

Mr. Tavenner: Do- you live at 215 Sandalwood Avenue, La Puente, 

Calif.? 

Mrs. Newman. I will decline to answer on the same grounds; 

Mr: Tavenner.- Whatds your occupation ? 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavennek. Are you a housewife and seamstress ? 

Mrs. Newman. Same answer. 

Mr. Marshall. Mr. Walter, Will it be understood 1 that— — 

The Chairman, By “the same answer,” you mean the answers 
she -read from the -piece of paper that you handed her when she was 
asked the:first question ? 

Mr. Marshall. That is, she will be deemed to have declined to 
answer upon all the grounds stated. 

The Chairman. That is right. 

Mr. Marshall. In her refusal- to answer the first question. 

The Chairman. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your maiden name Mary Lois Brahm ? 

Mrs. Newman. I -decline to answer on the same grounds that I 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the date of yOur birth April 17, 1918, in 
Indiana? 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer on the same grounds as stated 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you currently a member of the Communist 
Party of Los Angeles County ? 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner; According to committee information, you were a 
member of the Communist Party- as far back, as 1943 in this area. Is 
that true, or is it false ? 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer Ointhe same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you recently resigned from the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to information in possession of the com- 
mittee, you signed a letter dated December 14, 1957, as one of the 22 
individuals, addressed to the National Committee of the Communist 
Party of the United States, which was in the form -of a letter of 
grievances. 
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Qur principal purpose in calling you here is to ask you the circum- 
stances under which, you signed this letter. ’ 

(Counsel confers with lus client.) ’ , ' 

Mr. Marshall. May we have a copy of the letter that you referred 

to? . ‘ •’ .. 

The Chairman. After she answers the question we will be very 
happy to furnish her with the letter. 

Mr. Tavenner. My, question is : Did you sign such a letter ? 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you aunember of the. Sail Gabriel Section of 
the Communist Party on December 14, 1957 ? 

(Counsel confers with hi's client.) 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer on the: same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are the wife of Mr! Morton Newman ; are you 
not? 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Morton Newman also signed this letter or is 
purported to have signed this letter of- December 14, 1957, and also 
is purported to have resigned, from the Communist Party under date 
of March 26, 1958k 1 ' 1 „ __ 

Mr. Marshall. Could the entire question be reframed « 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, if there is donfusipn about it. 

' The co mmi ttee has information that Mr. Mortoh Newman signed the 
Los Angeles 22' letter of grievances bearing date December 14, 1957, 
and that he also sigiled a letter of resignation, to the. Communist Party 
bearing date of March 26 ? 1958, thus 'indicating his resignation- from 
the party on the latter date. ’ . t ' 

Did you resign from the Communist Party. bn the 26th of March 
1958? . ' 

Mrs. Newman. I decline to answer on 'the same grounds: 

Mr. Tavenner. 3Vere you, at any time a functionary of tile Com- 
munist Party? 

(Counsel confers with his client.) 

Mrs. New man - I decline' to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr; Tavenner. Were you directed’by a Communist Party organiza- 
tion to work for the Communist Party in mass organizations, such as 
women’s groups ? 

(Witness conf ers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Newman. I will decline, to answer on' the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner! Or the Independent ProgressiveParty 1 ? 

(Counsel confers with his client.) , 

Mrs. New man . I mil decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in activities in those organizations 
for the Communist Party? . 1 „ 

Mrs. Newman. I will decline to answer on the same- grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence a copy of a. petition to partici- 
pate in the primary election of 'June 1, 1948, of the'Independent Pro- 
gressive Party of California, to which there is appended an affidavit 
of Mrs. Mary Lois Newnian, and ask that it ’be marked “Newman 
ExhibitNo. 1.” ’ \ ’ 

The Chairman . Mark it and’ let ft be made a part of the record. 

« (Document marked “Newman Exhibit No. 3.” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) ' .... 
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Mr. Tavenner. I hand the witness the exhibit and ask if the signa- 
ture appearing on the last page is her signature [document banded to 
witness and her counsel]. 

(Witness confers with her counsel.) • 

Mrs. Newman. I will decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Are there any questions,? 

Mr. Tuck. No. 

Mr. Wirin. This time the witness whom I represent is here. 

The Chairman. I notice. 

Will you raise your right hand ? Stand up, please.. 

Do you swear the testimony you, are about to give will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr.ARKiN. Ido. 

TESTIMONY OP DAVID PRANCIS ARKIN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, AL WIRIN 

Mr. Tavenner. You are Mr. David Francis Arlan, A-r-k-i-n? 

Mr. Arkin. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner: It is. noticed that the witness is accompanied by 
counsel, Mr. A1 Wirin, of theEos Angeles Bar. 

Wlien and where were you born, Mr, Arkin ? 

Mr.ARKiN, I was born December 19, 1906, in New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner, What is your occupation? 

Mr. Arkin. At the present time l am unemployed., 

Mr. Tavenner. Previous to that, what was your occupation ? 

MkArkiN. I was a designer, draftsman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Previous to that? 

MkArkin. I was a teacher. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state briefly your formal educational 
training? 

Mr. Arkin. I had a bachelor’s degree, a BA,, and roughly about 80 
postgraduate credits in general fields of education. 

The Chairman.' Where? 

MkArkin. That was at New York University. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the committee’s inf orma tipn, . you were 
employed by the Dos Angeles City Board of Education as a school- 
teacher from 1947 to approximately >1953, is that correct? 

Mr. Arkin. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavennibr. When did you first come to California from New 
York City? 

Mr.ARKiN. I imagine in 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment between 
1945 and 1947? 

Mr. Arkin. During the war years I was a draftsman, and prior to 
that I was a teacher, a substitute teacher^ 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the cause of the change of your employ- 
ment from that of a schoolteacher to that of a draftsman? 

Mr. Arkin. It was twice that I changed from that of a school- 
teacher to that of a draftsman. The original cause,, when I first was 
a substitute teacher I mentioned, the pay of a substitute teacher was 
roughly about half of that of a regular teacher, and when the war 
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• came along, I quit teaching because of the low pay and became a. 
draftsman. 

Mr. Tavenner. You said that was the first-time ? 

Mr. Arkin. That was the first time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What about the second time ? 

Mr. Arkin. The second time I appeared before the Los Angeles 
Board of Education. I was called there under the terms of theT>il- 
worth Act to answer questions, relative to my political affiliations. 

Mr. Tavenner. By “political affiliations,” do you refer to. member- 
ship-in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Arkin. They asked me questions as to membership in a politi- 
cal party. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer my question, please, sir ? 

Mr. Arkin. Yes, it was relative to that question. _ 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the result of that hearing ? 

Mr. Arkin. The result was that I was discharged from- my posi- 
tion because I refused to answer the queries of the Board of Educa- 
tion, because I thought it an invasion of my constitutional rights. _ 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time, were you a member of -the Communist 
Party?' • . - . ' . 

Mr. Arkin. I feel that questions of this character as I, stated be- 
fore to- the committee? and I am consistent, in that I feel .they are , an 
inyasion of my rights as ah American citizen under the Constitutipm 
and I feel that the-S.upreme Court has very clearly stated that I can 
be protected by the Constitution so as not tp answer these, questions. , 

- I think the committee itself would agree with me if what I read 
•in the press is correct that the Supreme Court has stated that the 
Constitution forbids that type, of inquiry' into, one’s^ political views. 
Consequently, I would like to refuse to answer thaiT question on- the 
grounds, first, of the 1st amendment which guarantees free speech, 
free assembly ; secondly, on the ground of the 5th amendment; and 
third, on the ground of the 14th amendment, which I think also, pro- 
tects me, because anything -that protects one citizen of the. United 
States in his rights, in his civil fights, also protects . all citizens qf 
the United States. . 

I feel that this amendment which protects their rights in questions 
of race also protects me in .that same regard. , 

I also would like to say that. I refuse to answer that question for 
the same reason as a teacher, .that; teachers down in the .South refuse 
to answer whether, they were members of the National- Association 
of Colored People,, because they were in a hostile political environ- 
ment. 

The Chairman. Do you ref use, to answer the question? . . . 

Mr. Arkin. I refuse to answer on certain grounds. 

, ' The Chairman. All* right. « 

Mr. Arkin. And I have not completed 'my grounds;’ It will be 
‘ just another half a minute. 

I do- not intend to make a>speech here, but I want to state my 
grounds clearly, and it is hard for me, not being a trained legal 5 person-, 
to state them clearly, but for your satisfaction and 1 myself — then, also, 
I refuse to answer as to that letter because of the precept set down 
to me by another teacher whose opinion I value very, very highly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not true- 
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The Chairman, Just a minute. 

You decline to answer for those reasons? 

Mr. Arkin. I decline. to answer for those reasons. ' ' 

The Chairman. All right. ' ' , 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not true, that you are at this time a member 
of the Highland Parle Club of the Zapata Section of the : Communist 
Party of .the Southern District of the Communist Party of California ? 

Mr. ArWin. Well, I believe that this question is similar in char- 
acter to the other questions' and I think the 'Same seasons would hold; 

(Counsel confers with his client.) 1 

The Chairman. By that I understand yoU to mean that you refuse 
to answer for the reasons given fog not answering- the last question? 

Mr, Arkin. Yes, because of constitutional grounds. 

The Chairman. Tjust want the record to show that. 

Mr. Aiuhn. Yes, Constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I hive direction that the witness answer the 
question:? _ ’ 

The, Chairman. Yes; you are directed 'to answer that question. 

Mr. Arkin. I refuse to ansWerthai question forthe same reasons 
mentioned on the same grounds. 

My. Tavenner. Die you at any time receive directions from a Com- 
munist Party unit to engage in’ Communist Party' activities within 
various youth groups 'and panel meetings sponsored by the' Com- 
munist Party? / ‘ " ‘ 

Mr. ARiuN-WeT:, I refuse to answer on the Same grounds because 
thisuS of the same character. ‘ _ 

Mr.' Tavenner. Did you engage in such activities' at the' instance 
of the Communist ’Party? 

• Mr. Annin. 'Well, I refuse to 'answer oh the same grounds; ' 

I had not completed my grounds before, but also bn the -grounds, 
as I am advised by ihy counsel, that I do not believe this question is 
pertihenf fo the activities of the 'Committees, to the nature of this 
hearing.' 

. Mr; Tavenner- Were you directed’ by the Communist Party to 
engage in Communist Party activities within the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party? . 

Mr. Arsin. Well, I had not completed the grounds on which I 
refuse to answer. I said that there was a teacher Who: advised me 
oh this .questioii by letter and, I attached great weight to it at -a pre- 
vious' tinie when 'questions of' a similar-character 'were asked; 

He sent me® letter and 1 1 think it reinforces -my convictions: 

(Reading :) 

As you well know* I have repeatedly expressed my opinions on all the present 
infringements on the private and political life of' teachers and Other citizens, 
and I ani convinced that hoheooperation in all' investigations of that £dhd is 
justified and even a civic duty, I am convinced that if the -present tempest 
is blown out the people will recognize ; the important service you and your col- 
leagues have rendered to your community by your active courage and resistance, 

■Signed “Albert Einstein,” This was dated sometime before he 
died. . ' ■ ■ ■ . . 

The Chairman. Never mind. Ajigwer the questions.- 

Mr. Tayennhr; Will youianswer the question that I asked ? 

Mr, Arkin. I refuse, to answer on these-grounds and on the- grounds 
that I have stated, 
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Mr. Tavenner.- Mr. Chairman, ! offer in evidence a copy of .a pe- 
tition of the Independent Progressive Party of California to . par- 
ticipate in the primary election of June 1, 1948* >at the end of which is 
attached- an affidavit of David F. Arkin, as one who circulated this 
petition. May it be admitted in evidence and 'marked “Arkin Exhibit 

Norl”? r . • - - • 

The Chairman. We will- mark it. • 

(Document marked “Arkin Exhibit No.- 1” sand retained in com- 
mittee files.) ' ’ • w • . 

‘ Mr. TaveNner. I hand you the- document and ask* you. whether or 
not that is your signature to the affidavit on the last -page? - 
Mr; ArkIN. Well, I refuse to answer on the same grounds. * 

> Mr. Tavenner. ‘At the time that you ‘were a- teacher in the public 
school system of ‘Dos 1 Angeles^did you? engage' in>other teaching in the 
summer? *'• • ' ,r * 

Mi?. Arkin. In Otherteaching>? _ - ; ■ 

Mr; Tavener.. Yes. , . *- 

Mr; ARsa-mlSroijhotin other teaching.. • 1 * 

Mr. Tavenner., I have before me the summer session, 1946, catalog 
of- the People’s Educational- Center; which on* page 11 carries this 
headnOteiriblackrtype: r **' ; ’ ■ *_'*•* 

• American History, An Introduction. David F. Arlcin, Instructor. 

' Tliis is 'a- study of the main 1 periods-in American history designed- to develop 
a. unified, understanding of the social forces. In the development of .the United 
States. It will xdee.t. the needs both of previous students of. history and those 
who have had no earlier study. , "The topics to he discussed here include -the 
American colonists oh the eve'of the Revolution ;' the American Revolution' mid 
the War -for Independence ; organizing the ‘Nation ;: the rise of Jeffersonian 
democracy-; tee-defense of the? Nation;* Jacksonian democracy ;; slavery and the 
antislavery movements.; the Civil War,; reconstructing the 'Nation; America; be- 
comes industrialized ;,and America.becomes a world' power. Monday 7-:00 to 8 :30 

p.m., ■■ ; ' 

< ''»'*> , ■ * ' i * 

, Did youconduct that course % , 

Mr. Arkin. Nq;-I did'npt conduct the cojirse and at the time^-your 
question was, Was I teaching at the time? , J was not teaching .at that 
time. Tlie course was neyer . given.. £ ji $, consequently £ didnotjcom- 
duct. the course.’ , At that time.- I was without employment. They 
offered me some j ob with an educational center. 

Mr: Tavenner. You did -have a job at the educational center? - ,* 

Mr! Arkin. No; I did not have a job. They offered me some w;ork 
asacourse. . , , > . ‘ * . - 

Mr. Tavenner. The People’s, Educational ©enter offered you-^-. 
Mr. Arkin. Some work. I* was out,- of work at the- time; put. I was 
not teaching at the time. You understand- — — . . , <; , 

, Mr; Tavenner. -Nevertheless yoji were, listed -in the catalog :f or the 
summer session. - * . * * , 

Mr. Arkin ; Well ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. .As- being prepared tp,giye,this.course v 
Mr. Aminsc. t was listed,, hut*your original question had been, "When 
I was teaching, did-I teach during the summer? . ' 

• Mr. Tavenner. ^JQL (light. t Yp.u*,lyerc listed ip the 'catalog to give 

the course that I indicated. .*;*’••< 

Mr. Arkin. The catalog gives my name and it was listed but the 
course was never given. 
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Mr. Tayenner. But you did not participate in the giving of this 
course? 

MivArkin. No; I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in any work for the People’s Edu- 
cational Center with or without pay ? 

Mr. Arkin. I didn’t participate there as an organized member. 
There was a prospectus given but I did not participate at this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any other time? 

Mr. Arkin. No ; not at any other time. 

Mr. Tayenner. Did you lend your services in any way to the Peo- 
ple’s Educatiqnal Center ? 

Mr. Arkin. They wanted to organize the course. They were will- 
ing to pay a nominal sum for a course they knew that I had some ex- 
perience teaching and they wanted to organize the course. 

I at that time was unemployed and any chance to earn some money, 
to me, was a valuable chance. I agreed. The course was not given. 
There was a prospectus telling about the course but I was not em- 
ployed. I never received any pay for it and the course was not 
promulgated. 

" ■ Mr. Tavenner-.. ¥es, but you have not directly and specifically an- 
swered my question. Did you engage in any services of any char- 
acter for the People’s Educational Center, whether it was conducting 
a course, assisting in the conducting of a course, or anything? That 
is-as broad as.one can make it. 

Mr. Arkin. By services, do you' mean paid services ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, f specifically said paid or unpaid. 

Mr. Arkin. Well, I prepared prospectuses for this particular course, 
let Us say. I assisted in preparing what I thought would be a good 
course in American history. The course was never given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you perform any services other than the 
preparation of this prospectus? 

Mr. Arkin. No. I simply wanted to be as frank as possible with 
the committee insofar as questions were asked me which 1 didn’t think 
were an invasion of my constitutional rights. At this particular time 
I felt, after the war, was interested in general progressive ideas in- 
volved around' -the BoOsevelt movement. So I lent my services to that 
course. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the summer session of that school conducted 
at all? 

Mr. Arkin. That I don’t know, because I wasn’t very greatly in- 
volved with that school because 1 was rather new to the city. I had 
come to the city rather early and I was looking for work in 'California 
as a draftsman and something came along in the interim and I 
thought that that might be a possibility there. But it wasn’t. It 
didn’t turn out to be a possibility for work. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was cited as a Communist and subversive organ- 
ization by the then Attorney General, Tom Clark, in a letter released 
on June 1, 1948. Were you connected in any way with that organiza- 
tion after June 1, 1948? 

Mr Arkin. I doubt it. I really doubt it. I came to California, I 
think it was 1946. I doubt it. 


f 

COMMUNISM IN' SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA' AREA 63 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you aware of the writing of a letter of griev- 
ances to the National Committee of the Communist Party by members 
of the Communist Party of Southern California, in December 1957 ? 
(Witness confers with his counsel.) _ > 

Mr. Arkin. I refuse to answer that question on the same constitu- 
tional grounds. _ ; f 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you solicited to be one of the signers of that 
letter? : > ‘ . 

Mr. Arkin.. I refuse to answer the question. ! ;• 

Mr. Tavenner. The letter was followed by a reply made by Dorothy^ 
Ray Healey at a district council meeting, and. then by a letter of' 
resignation signed by quite a number of the Communist Party inem!- 
bersof southern California under date of March 26, 1958. Were you 
solicited to join in that letter of resignation? 

Mr. Arkin. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. _ - ’ > 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist. Party bn 
March 26, 1958?. . 

Mr. Arkin. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. . • ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist, Party now? 
Mr. Arkin. I refuse to answer on the same grounds, sir.. < ‘ 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr; Chairman. . 

The Chairman. Any questions? 

Mr. Tuck. I have no questions. 

The Chairman. Will you stand and raise, your right hand? A 
Do you swear that the testmony you are about to give will be the 
truth, the whole truth, arid nothing-hut the truth, so help you Cod? I 

Mr. Creed. I do. ' 

* ’ ' 

TESTIMONY OP THOMAS D. CREED, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

BEN MARGOLIS 

, - * < 

Mr.- Tavenner. WhatisyOur name, please, sir? ‘ . " ■ ,* 

Mr, Creed. Thomas D. Creed. * .* - 1 1 

Mr. Tavenner. Will - you spell your last name? . • • 

Mir. Ckeed. C-r-e-e-d. ‘ • ; * 

* Mr. Tavenner. Willcounselaccompanyingithe.withessiplease.iden- 
tify himself for the record? . . ' • • 

Mr.. Margous. Ben Margolis, 112* West '9th .Street, Los Angeles* 
Calif. ‘ , ■ ' 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you. born,, Mr, Creed? 

Mr. Greed. I was born in Muscle ’Shoals, Ala., April. 15, .19.19; _ * 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? , 

Mr. Creed.' I am a stock chaser. > . • >■ 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘A what? , *• . ,, „•* 

Mr. Creed. Stock chaser. • • 

Mr. T avenner. What industry? - ‘ • '• 

Mr. Creed, The automobile industry. • ‘ ’ ' ’• 

Mr. Tavenner. What is a stock chaser? * . • *• • . ’ 

Mr. Creed. I belong with a group of other men : ih that line of work. 
We provide material to the assembly- line-so that it can- operate, 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your residence? . 

Mr. Creed. 1436 West 18th Street, -Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you presently a member of .the. Communist 1 
Party? • ; , * ‘o. 
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Mr, Creed. I amgoingto refuse to answer that question* 

The Chair jsiak. Do y on refused answer? 

Mr* Creed* I do refuseto 'answer that, question; 

The Chairman. The record has tchshow thstt you refuse to answer- 
l Mr* Tayennerj Is-it not a fact* that you are. currently a member of 
the executive board of the Southern California District Council 
of the Communist Party*? * , 

Mir* Creed* I refuse to answer that question* 

Mr, Tavenner* Thehommittee has information that thriexecutive 
board SS composed of 10 persons of which Dorothy Bay Healey 
is; the chairman* and I am referring, to the executive; board of 
the district council, tiwill you state whether or iibt Horace; Y* Alex- 
ander is one of the* members :of ihit bpard? - ■ . ■ 

Mr* Creed* I refuse to.an^wer^that. question*, * ? 

Mr* Tavenner*. Is Ben D.obbs < a member ? * r 

Mr* Oreed:. I refuse to answer that question* \ s . 

Mr* Tavenner, Is James Forest a member? 

Mr* Creed* I refuse tq answer that question. - , 

Mu Tavenner. Is. Bernard Lusher a member 
Mr* Creed* I refuse to answer that^question* 

Mr* Tayenner*; Is- Charlene Mitchell a member? , 

Mr* Creed* I refuse to answer that question* 

Mr, Tavenner, Is Nemmy Sparks a member?. 

Mr* Creed* I refuseto ariswdr th at-question* , , * , 

Mt.Tavenner. Are you at the present time a member pf the District 
Ilabor Commissihn of the Communist Party phthe Southern District 
of California? ■ ‘ 

Mr* Creed. I refuse to answer that question. 

Sir. Tavenner.; May I ha\:e,a .direction that theWitness answer that’ 
question? _ : - ,i 

The Chairman* You are directed to answer* 

Mr* Margolts* Did -the witness -state ^he grounds ior his refusal? 
The Chairman* No* * y > * 

Mr. Tavenner. If he says for^the.re&sonsheretofore give n/ r 
Mr* Margodts* I wondered if he hadn’t givemany reasons, - . v 

Mr* Greed* I hadn’t been directed toanswer the question, until' the 
present time* I am refusing to answer the question under direction 
for dhe following reasons : I doh’t think that any questions you might 
ask me about any people with whom I might associate or any orgahi- 
zations to whichT might.belong are -pertinent to>any field of legislation 
of which ihii committee is empowered 1 to make an investigation* I 
think that such questions &re:aiwnvasion of my rights nnder the first 
amendment guaranteeing me freedom of 'speech, assembly,- arid asso- 
ciation of people of nrp own choosing, and lastly, on- refusing to answer, 
I am invoking my rights under the fifth amendment protecting me 
against possible self-incrimination* ' - ■ * 

Mr* Tavennek. May I have*a direction 1 * , 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer* - ’ > > 

Mn Orbed* Irefrsetoanswerth6 r questionomthe-grounds:stated* 
Mt.Tavenner.* I hand you* a dociment.enritled^TradeilJmonLReso^ 
lution, Southern California District Convention, parts I and II.” 
‘Will you examine it,>please,;and state whether or not you oan identify 
it as a document of Communist Party for the Southern District 
of California? 
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* ji 1 . - . * 

'I, t T ■ ■ ' . ■. . ^ J , 

Mr- Creed. I refuse to identify the document on the grounds previ- 
ously stated-. ,i , - -j. . , . h * 

* Mr; T^vsNNER; H :This doctnnent shows pn its d:^ce -that it deals with 
the national draft .trade union resolution* and that it was adopted by 
the trade union subcommittee: of the : resolutions committee of the 
Southern California Distriot Convention, 1 ,, 

Will you tell the conofnitt^e* please, -who composed the trade union 
subcommittee of the resolutions committee? ^ 

Mr. Greed* I refuse-to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated* - *,t i v* * 

Mr* Tavenner, As indicated* the i committee r has-i^ormation that 
you were a member of the District Labor Commission of the Com- 
munist Party.; Is that truejj ^ ^ \ 

- Mr. Creed; : I- refuse .to, answer that .question oil the grounds pre- 
viously stated. ’.it * 

Mr, Tavenner. Is not Bernard Lusher the head of th atj commission ? 
Miv Creed, I refuse to- answer that question on .tlie s grounds 1 stated. 
Mr*.iCAVENNER, 3Qhe committee ha’s, information that you- have been 
active for the Communist Paijty for number of years in the trade- 
union area. Is that; correct % . * ■ , . , , 

■Jlr* Creed. I refuse-tq answer that question; on the grounds- pre- 
viously stated 1 / * . . - * i ■ * h - ' r 

/Mr, Uavenner. ^em you not a delegate^ to i!>Ke .Southern Cali- 
fornia ^strict* Convention, of* the Communist Party held on- April 
13 and 14*1957?’ ' ‘ -„i , ■ ; 

Mr* Creed* I refuse to = answer : that question for the same reasons. 
^Mr^JTAvENNER. Did ypu not represent the labor; .section pf the Com- 
munist Party at; that convention ? 

Mil Creed. J refuse to;*answer s that .question for the ' same reasons. 
Mr, Tayenner, While in attendance at that convention, did' you 
hear , the address 0$ Dorothy Healey in, which she ^ outlined the pro- 
gram of the Com munist Party inthe labor field? : 1 ^ 

Mr*. Creed, I -refuse to ;ahswoh that question! on the- same, grounds," 
. Mr. Tayenner, ; Arp - you, aware 'of d the pfesent^plan. - for , Com- 
munist .Party activities witjiinfthe> field of! labor m the: Southern 
District of- California? i ‘ Ci » ,v y *' o \ .rhsh- 
Mr. Creed. X refuse to answer that question: for the. same; neasohs. 
Mr. Tavenner. Have= you. participated im any .activity ,of the Com- 
munist Party in. support of the Foster group oh the Communist Party 
as distinguished frpmAhe so-called Tpyisionists^ j ' - < h 

Mr; (Seed, I refuse to answer that questioner the same reasons* 
, Mr, PavenNrr. You are aware of the fact, iare younot*:that at a 
meet ing 'op the district council oh ther27th : of ^uly i958, amotion was 
made,' although tabled*. to*oust Dorothy* Ray .Healey from leadership 
in the Communist Party in Southern California? You are aware 
of>fchat;:are youmot? - i;* >->- - r .. ■ n : v :>i) t h * 

Mr. Creed* I refuse to answer that question on- the grounds.' ipre-i 
V^ously stated;* m ; *-v- -d ipCh-C* i C' q, ‘‘ 
r' Mr:- pAvhNN|JRi>Are^you ^uppbiting herein: Keiy activities f in the 
Communist Party or are you opposing her ¥ w 
‘Mr. /Greed;. I ♦amnref using »to s answer -the question on the grounds 
stated. 
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Mr. TavenNer. Are you now a member of the United Auto and 
Aircraft Workers Union ? 

Mr. Creed. I stated earlier I wasn’t going to answer any questions 
concerning any organizations to which I am a member. I refuse to 
answer the question on the grounds previously stated. 

M!r. Tavenner. May I have a direction? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer. 

Mr. Creed. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is action being taken because of the fact that 
you were discharged from Chrysler Local 230 as a member,, or I 
should say suspended instead of discharged ? 

Mr. CREEi). I didn’t understand your question.. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you taMng the position that you will 
not answer questions regarding your union because you were at one 
time, in 1952, discharged from membership in Chrysler Local 230 
for conduct unbecoming a union member ? 

■ (Witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Creed. You have been making a lot of statements which make 
assumptions. I don’t necessarily accept your assumptions but I am 
refusing to answer the questions for the grounds stated) 

* Mr. TavenNer. Since you refer to it as being an assumption, let 
me introduce in evidence a thermofax copy of an article’ from the 
February 18, 1952, issue of the People’s World referring to the 
chai'ges that had been made against you by your union, and ask that 
it be marked “Creed Exhibit No. 1.” 

The Chairman. It may be made a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Creed Exhibit No. 1” and retained' in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr.- Tavenner. Were you hot fined $100 and given a year’s‘ sus- 
pension? * ' ■ 

Mr. CsEEip I refuse to- answer that question. > I do ‘so on the 
grounds previously stated. 

'Min Tavenner. At a subsequent date did not the international e±- 
ecutive’board of the CIO, United Auto and Aircraft Workers, reverse 
the decision and restore yoil tb employment; isn’t that correct? 

Mr. Creed,. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. You know all this. 

The Chairman. Whatdo you mean he knows-it ? 

Mr. Creed. You claim to-know it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you admit that it is correct ? 

Mr. Creed. I am not. admitting anything. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let.us come then to this question. Was it known to 
the international executive board, United Auto and Aircraft Workers, 
at the time of the-reversal, that you were a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Creed. I refuse to answer that question on - the previous 
grounds.' ■ ’ _ . 

Mr.. Tavenner. Your membership in the Communist Party was 
the subject) the real motivating subject, of your suspension; was it 
not? . ■ 

Mr. Creed. I refuse^ to answer that question on previous grounds. 
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' ' a * * « * , / 

Mr. Tavenner. You were during that .period a member of the 
Communist Party? * 

Mr. Creed. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a record of 'service in the Armed 
Forces? 

Mr. Creed. I was in the United States Navy for 22 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and w^erewere you discharged? 

Mr. Creed. February 16, 1946. • 

Mr. Tavenner. It was an honorable discharge; was it not? 

Mr. Creed. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner.. After, your discharge, did you become a' member 
of the American Veterans Committee? " * . 

Mr. Creed. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. I have already said I wouldn’t answer any. questions con- 
cerning any organizations of which I am a member or may have been 
amember. , 

M^- Tavenner. Were you a member in 1951’ of the Haywood Section 
of the Communist Party?. . ' t)l ' 

- Mr. Creed,. I refuse - to answer' that question' on previously stated 
grounds. ' . * _ 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you directed' by any Communist Party unit 
to take part in the work of various organizations for the benefit of the 
Communist Party, for instance, the Negro Labor Council? 

Mr. Creed. I refuse to answer that question on previous grounds. 

Mi;. Tavenner, Didn’t you become phairman of the publicity cfc 
niittee of the Negro Labor Council of Los* Angeles ?' 

Mr. Creed. I refuse to answer that, question on previously stated 
grounds. 1 " ' 

' Mr. Tavenner. Were you not sent as a delegate of that council to 
the national convention held in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1952?.'. 

Mr.’ Creed. I refuse to .answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the' Los Angeles County Con- 
vention of the Communist Party held J anu'ary 5 and 6, 1957 ? 

Mr. Creed. I refuse to answer that question* for the same reasons.. 

Mr.. Tavenner. Were you not also a. delegate to the California 
District Convention held on April 13 and 14, 1957, which was the or- 
ganizational meeting of the hew district.? 

Mr. Creed. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr; Tavenner. That is all, Mr., Chairman- * ' ” 

The Chairman. Any questions? 

Mr. Tuck. Noquestions, * 1 , 

Mr. Creed, lam excused? _ ’ . - ’ 

‘‘ Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. " * . ’ 

The Chairman.. We will take a brief recess. .. 

(Members present : Representatives W alter’ and Tuck.) 

(Short recess.) , . ... 

( Members present : Representatives Whiter and Tuck.) - 

The Chairman. 'Will you stand- please, and raise your right hand. 

Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the 
truth-, the’ whole truth, knd nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Alexander. Ido. r ' - ! 
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TESTIMONY OE HORACE Y. ALEXANDER, ACCOMPANIED BY 

COUNSEL* dan 1 MaesSalE 

Mr.. Tavenner. State youfhame', please, sir. 

Mr. Alexander. My name is Horace Y. Alexander. 

Mi*. Tavenner. It is noted, that the witnesses accompanied by Mr. 
Dan Marshall, member of the Lds Angeles Bar. .. 

When and where Were you bdrn, Mr. AW&ndef ? 

(Witness confers with his counsel.), . , , , 

Mr. Alexander. Mf, Chairman, I decline to answer this Question 
on the following grounds:. 

'The 1st amendment of the Bill of 'Bights,, the 4th amendment of the 
Bill of Eights, the, 5th amendment of the Bill .of Eights, the 6th 
amendment of the Bill' of Rights, 'the 9th ’amendment, of the Bill of 
Eights;, the 10th amendment of'the Bill of Sights.; aiid^ further, Mr. 
Chairman, this question ‘lacks pertinency. This committee has not 
.given me or made available any knowledge which conceivably could 
make this inquiry and this question pertinent to that degree of; ex- 
plicitness anC authority required by the due process clause. The 
power of this committee is ; not unlimited, sir. It has no general 
authority to expose the private affairs, of individuals .simply for the 
sake of exposure. ' • 

this investigation is unrelated to any. legislative. purpose, being 
beyond the powers conferred upon the Congress under the Consti- 
tution, ” , . “ h, . s 

This committee has, not made it appear with undisputable clarity 
the subject matter qf this inquir^, ' 

It is the duty of this committee’ on my present questibn On the 
grounds of. pertinency to state for the record the subject of inquiry 
and the manner in which tfiis question is pertinent. 

I further demand that this explanation must be. meaningful, must 
define what the topic of the inquiry is, and the reason why the ques- 
tion now asked me relates tp it.. 

The Chairman. You have been merely asked your name. I direct 
you, to answer the question, 

Mr., Marshall. I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I couldn’t quite hear 
whatyousaid. , ,. 

Mr. Tavenner. It, was themiuce of birth, . 

The Chairman. He Was asked the places of birth. Where were you 
born? 

Mr. Alexander. I decline 1 to answer the question, sir, -on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the date of your birth May 17, 1924, and the 
city in Texas? , . , 

Mr. Alexander. I. decline to/ answer that question, sir, on previous 
grounds. 

Mr, Tavenner.. What is.yo.ur address? 

Mir. Alexander. J, would decline to answer that question,, sir,, on 
the grounds stated. ,, ‘ 

. Mr. Marshall. Mr, Chairman, will it be understood, that the wit- 
ness by .declining to answer upon’ the grounds previously stated, will 
be deemed to have incorporated in that objection all the grounds 
separately stated by him? 
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The* Cbairman: Yes^ it* will' be understood* that wheff he objects 
and states “on the grounds stated/ 5 it will include all of the grounds. 

. Mr. Tavbnneki is your correct address 736 East 74th Street, Los 
Angeles, Calif;? * ; / 1 * # * 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to* answer that question sir,- on the same 
grounds; ! ^ ^ f ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a machine shop forenian by occupation*? , 
‘Mr. Alexander; 1 decline to answer that question* oh* previous 
grounds. , * , ^ M 1 < ' J ^ ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you serve uh the Armed Forces of the United 
States? * * * ' * - ‘ ’ 1 ' 

, Mr. Alexander^ I would decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
grounds>stated above.* * '**•* >* >. ** *• < * 1 ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you directed by any unit of the 'Communist 
Party to* take partin any movement for the formation of the Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party ? ^ \ 

Mr. Alexander. I would decline to aiiswer that question, sir, on the 
grounds stated before. " ; ■- 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence a thermofax' copy- of an excefpt 
from the January 26, 1948. issue of People’s World and ask that it be 
marked “Alexander Exhibit No.T.’ ’’ r f 1 «'j ' * 

- The Chairman. It may bemarked. v \ 1 ] 5 - 

(Document hfarked “Alexander 'Exhibit No.* l, 5 - 5 land, retained in 
committee files.) ^ V f : >'* : > ; 

Mr. Tavenner; "This article identifies- the; witness as participating 
m the march sponsored -by < the youth "committee l 0f the Independent 
Progressive Party in opposition to universal military training. 
Didyou engage ih such an 'activity? ^ i * -•»' * * 

Mrl . Mar shall. Could we seethe exhibit, Mr. ‘Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner/ Yes'/ - * 

(Exhibit handed to the witness.) # ; * 

Mr. Alexander: I would decline to ^answer that question,- sir, on 
the grounds previously stated. i 

Mr. Tavenner; I offer in* evidence a thermofax copy of an excerpt 
from the April 20; 1948,* issue -Of the People’s Worlds entitled “2j000 
at Wallace Forum” and ask that it be marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 
2.” This issue identifies the witness with the National- Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People and also as*- a member of the 
Students For Wallace;* / * . . • * # ** 

(Document marked “Alexander Exhibit No. * 2,”; and retained in 
committee files.) % * 5 * \ 

Mn Tavenner. Will you state, ‘Mr.* Witness; whether or. * not , on 
April 20, 1948,’ you were ^ a member of the Communist Party?' 

Mr. Ale xan der/’ I decline to 'answer' that question, sir,- on the same 
grounds stated beforer* ^ • 4 ' ** 

* Mr; Tavenner'. I* offer in evidenced thermofax copy of e an excerpt 
from the July 27, 1 1948/ issue; of the* People’s World, and ask that it 
be marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 3.V * * ' 

(Document marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 3 ? ” and retained in 
committee files.) u * ' 

Mr. Tavenner. This article identifies the witness as - State vice 
chairman of Students For Wallace; 1 * * 

. Mr: Witness; were you *otf the 27tli day 'of July 1948 a member' of 
the Communist Party ? * * ' 1' - * 
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Mr. Alexander. 1 decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated, ( sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Maythe exhibits be«receiveddn evidence • ? 

The Chairman. They will be marked and received in the record. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to-offer into evidence a thermofax copy of 
the March BO, 1954, issue of People’s World and ask that it be 
marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 4.” 

This’ document identifies- the witness as a candidate, for secretary of 
state on the Independent Progressive Party ticket. 

Were you a candidate for such an office in 1954? 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
stated. 

(Document marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 4,” and retained in 
committee files. ) 

Mi'* Tavenner., Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
March 30, 1954? 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the pre- 
vious grounds stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. May the exhibit be accepted in evidence? 

The Chairman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence -a photostatic copy of the ap- 
pointment of members of the State Central Committee of the Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party in the year 1952 and ask that it be marked 
“Alexander Exhibit No. 5.” 

The Chairman^ Mark it and make it a part of the record. 

(Docuraent marked “Alexander- Exhibit No. 5,” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. This record identifies the witness as a member and 
shows the appointment of him as a member of the I.P.P., Independ- 
ent Progressive Party, State Central Committee, in. the year 1952. 

Did you occupy that.position in the year 1952 ? 

Mr. Alexader. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner* Were you a member of the Communist Party 

My. Alexander. I decline to. ans.wer the question, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. On the 25th day of July 1952. 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence an additional document, it being 
a photostatic copy of the appointment of members of the State Cen- 
tral Committee in the year 1954 which states that Horace V. Alexan- 
der, duly qualified as a delegate to the State convention by virtue of 
his nomination to the-office of secretary of state upon the Independent 
Progressive ticket, appoints the following three voters who will be 
members of the State Central Committee to meet On August 8, 1954 ; 
those persons, being Mrs. Charlotta A. Bass, Reuben W. Borough, and 
Mrs. Ida Alvarez, and bears date the 30th day of July 1954, and ask 
that it be marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 6.” 

The Chairman. It will be marked, and received. 

(Document marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 6” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Witness, will you examine the document, 
please, and state whether or not the signature appearing thereon is 
your genuine signature? 
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' Mr. Alexander. I decline -to answer that question, sir, on grounds 
previously stated. 

The Chairman. What is the secretary of state.? Let me see that, 
Mr. Tavenner, please. ' ' . . 

Mr. Tavenner. I think he was a candidate for the .secretary of 
state on the Independent Progressive ticket. 

The Chairman. Secretary of state of what? 

Mr. Tavenner. California.' ' . > ... 

T offer in evidehce a thermofax copy of an excerpt f ronpthe Novem- 
ber 25, 1949, issue of People’s World, entitled, “NAACP YouthRe- 
iects Old-Fashioned Advice,” and ask that it be marked ‘-Alexander 
Exhibit No. 7.” . • , 

The Chairman. Ifc-may be so marked.* 

(Document marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 7,” and retained in the 
comniittee files.)’ • . 

The Chairman; This article discloses that Mr. Alexander was 
elected as national vice president of the youth- council of the NAACP. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party, Mr. Witness, on No- 
vember 25, i949 ? 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
grounds previously stated. * ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you serve as national vice president of .the 
youth council of the NAACP ? - : • 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that question,-, sir, on the 
grounds previously stated. ■ ' _ • . - 

Mr. Tavenner. The March 22, 1955, isstie of the People’s World, at 
page 5, carries -an article which is reprinted in Communist Political 
Subversion, Part 2, of a committee hearing. According to this article, 
Mr. Alexander participated in and spoke before-the 5th Annual Con- 
ference of the Los Angeles Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. 

•Do you recall' the occasion of having appeared as a speaker before 
thatgroup? ’ - ' ‘ * . 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated.- . < - • 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you directed to. appear before that group or 
counseled in any way to do so' by a unit of the Communist .Party or 
any functionary of the Coromunist Party ? 

Mr. Alexander. ,1’ decline to answer that question, sir, bn the 
grounds previously stated; . •» 

_• Mr. Tavenner'. Are you familiar with an organization which.called 
itself the Emergency Free Press’Odmmittee? ’ 

Mr. Alexander.' I decline-to answer that question on all the grounds 
stated before,, sir. . . -• 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I present you with a phOtostatic copy of a letter 
bearing date of November 1956 addressed to “Dear Friend,” and bear- 
ing the signature of a number of persons including yourself, and at- 
tached to which you will find an appeal or a solicitation for funds to 
be paid to -Horace Alexander, trustee. 

Will you examine it, please, and state whether or not you were One 
of those who signed the letter ? ' - v . 

(Document handed to-the witness and his counsel.) 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer ' .that, question, sir, on the 
grounds, previously stated. 
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Mr. 'Tavenner. I desire .to offer ’ the ■ document . in t evidence an&ask 
that it be marked “Alexander Exhibit No. 8.” 1 . . 

The Chairman. Itwillbe so marked.' - 

(Document marked “Alexander Exhibit No. -8,” and retained in 
committee files; ) - ' ■ - 

Mr Tavenner. Was not the Emergency Eree Press Committee an 
organization set up tor abriefperdod of time, for the specific purpose 
of raising money for the Daily People’s World? ? , 

Mr. •'.Alexander.; I 'decline tp answer -that question, -sir, on. the 
grounds.-previously .stated;" ■ 

Mr.. Tavenner. Werevou a. member- of the-Gdmmunist Party in No- 
vember 1956? 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to: answer that question,- sir, -.on the 
grounds previously stated; * 

Mr. Tavenner. 'What position do you hold in the Communist Party 
noiw? ■ i. . * . •' 1 1 

. 'Mr,, Alexander. I decline to answer- -that question, sir, On the 
grounds stated' b ef ore. ■ ■ - 

Mr. Tavenner, The committee has information disclosingthat you 
ate, a. member- at this time of the, executive board of , the Southern 
California District Council of the Communist Party. Is this- not a 
fact? , . , . 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that .question; sir, ort the 
grounds .previously stated. ' 

Mi’. Tavenner, Is it not true that the .executive board to which 
I have referred ; is -a committeeiof the Southern 1 California. District 
Council; which council is composed-' of 62 individuals from. -southern 
California? , , 

Mr. Alexander., I .decline- to answer that question,- sir, on the 
grounds stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact that this executive board is. the 
controlling body of the Communist Party of the Southern District 
of. California,?. . , , ■ , ,.,w 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer the question, siiyon.the' grounds 
stated b.efore. • . , , . , ■ L , . ; .• . , ; . 

Mr. TavenneR’ Js it not also, true that the. executive board has. 10 
members? J . ... 

Mr, . Alexander, J. decline, to answer that question) sir, . on the 
grounds stated previously. „ ■ 

, .Mr, Tavenner., Bather I should say .onlyipine members, since. Don 
Wheeldin resigned on the 26th. day ,pf March 1958. . Correct ? 

Mr,. Alexander. AreyoH-asfang me a question, sir ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. . t . 

Mt- .Alexander. I decline to. answer the question on- the grounds 
stated previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wiil you give us the -names- of tlie-members of the 
executive board;? 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that, question, sir, on the 
grounds, previously stated. * - 1 ) 

' Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee', .please, , whether or' not 
there is a convention of, the Southern: District of .Galifornia-'of'tlie 
Communist Party £checMed tp be held in-. October of this 'year,- at 
whicli time William Taylor is slated to fill, the- 10th spot on the 
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executive boa(rd which, has been made vacant by the resignation 
of Don Wheeldin % 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
grounds stated previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which side are you on in the division in the local 
Communist Party, the Healey side or the Pettis Perry side? 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the. 
grounds stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you present on the 27th day of July 19.58, at 
which time a motion was made to oust Dorothy .Healey as chairman 
of' the Communist Party of this district? 

Mr. Alexander. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
grounds, stated before. 

Mr. Ta'venner. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. .Any other witnesses? 

Mr. Tavenner. No,, sir. 

The Chairman. We will recess until what time, 9 :30? 

Mr. Wheeler. 9 :30 will be fine. 

(Whereupon, at 4:20 p.m., Tuesday,, Septeniber 2, the committee 
recessed, to reconvene at 9 :30 a.m., Wednesday, September 3, 1958.) 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1958 

United States House op Representatives, 

Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, • 

. i ■ Los Angeles , Galif. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 1 

‘The subcommittee of 'the Committee oh "Uh- American' Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 9 :30 a.m.,in room 229, Federal' Building', 
Los Angeles, Calif., Hon. Francis E. Walter (chairman) “presiding. 

Committee members, present : Representatives Francis -E. Walter, 
of Pennsylvania, and Morgan M. Moulder, -of Missouri. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel', and Wil- 
liam A. Wheeler, investigator. 

The Chairman. Will you raise your right hand, please. Do 'you 
swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so .help you God ? 

Mr. B riggs. Ido. 

~ * t > V 

TESTIMONY OP CYRIL VALENTINE BRIGGS, ACCOMPANIED BY . 

COUNSEL, BEN MARGOLIS. AND PRANK MUNOZ 

Mr. .Tavenner’: J ust be 'seated. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mr: Briggs. Cyril Briggs. ' . ’ ' , ! 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a middle name? . 

Mr. Briggs. Valentine. ‘ ' - • 1 ' 

. Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the. witness please idem' 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Margolis. Ben Margolis and Frank Munoz, both of il2 West 
9th Street, Los Angeles, Calif. - ' > ' ' ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your address, Mr. Briggs ? 

Mr. Briggs, Is that pertinent to the inquiry ? ’ ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, it is necessary for us to properly identify you. 

Mr. Briggs. Well, considering that I have spent' my life fighting 
Jim Crow segregation, I would willingly concede that I am, no‘doubh 
the CynlBriggstliat this committee has in mind. 1 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question ? 

The-CuAiRMAN. What is your answer?' ' 

Mr. Briggs. Well, I have no objections: ’2517 Fairmont Street. 

1 Released by the committee and ordered! .to be printed. • 

38253— 59— pt. 1~ 5 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you please state the date and place of your 
birth? 

Mr. Briggs. Nevis, British West Indies, May 28, 1888. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the United States ? 

Mr. Briggs. July 4, 1905. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are' you a naturalized American citizen? 

Mr. Briggs. I am an American by choice, naturalized, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner'. When and where were younaturalized? 

Mr. Briggs. New York City, in 1916. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Briggs. Publicity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Hhw long have you been engaged in that occu- 
pation? • 

Mr. Briggs. Since 1912, when I joined the staff of the New York 
Amsterdam News. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state briefly your formal educational 
training? 

Mr. Briggs. Well, grade school and grammar school in the West 
Indies. 

Mr. Moulder. May I inquire, Mr. Chairman, is that a foreign- 
language newspaper ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I will ask him the question. 

Is the paper to which you referred a foreign-language newspaper? 

Mr. Briggs. No ; it is a Negro paper and as native 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to California? 

Mir. Briggs. In 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment record in Cali- 
fornia since that date? 

Mr. Briggs. I work on the newspaper now, twice a month publica- 
tion, and on the California Eagle as managing editor, and I have 
worked in construction also. ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the Southern California 
District convention of the Communist Party held April 13 and 14, 
1957? 

Mr. Briggs. I don’t see what pertinence that question has to me. In 
any event, I refuse, to answer it on the ground of the first and fifth 
amendments; 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you at this time a member of the Juarez Club 
of the Communist Party of the Southern California District of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. TaveNner. As a matter of fact, weren’t you the educational 
director of this club as late as 1956 ? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

The Chairman. When you say “same answer,” I understand you 
to mean that you decline to answer on the grounds stated. 

Mr. Briggs. Not only that I decline, I refuse to answer it on the 
grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

The Chairman. All right. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence a thermofax 
copy of the September 9, 1956, issue of The Worker and ask that it 
be marked “Briggs Exhibit No. 1.” 

The Chairman. It will be made a part of the record. 
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(Document marked “Briggs Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) ' - . 

MuTavenner. Mr. Witness, I hand you this exhibit and ask you to 
state" whether or not you see at the end of it the name of the author 
of the article appearing under the title “The American Road to So- 
cialism.” , 

Mr. Margolis: Is the question whether he can read the.name “Cyril 
Briggs” there ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Read the question. 

■ Mr. Briggs. I can read the' name, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read it? 

Mr. Briggs. It says here “Cyril Briggs,” yes. _ 

Mr. Tavenner. And what else ? 

Mr. Briggs. “Educational Director,” yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of- what? 

Mr. BriggS. I assume of th e - ,,v. 

(Counsel conferred with witness,) • 

Mr; Briggs. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds.-. 

Mr,, Tavenner. Just keep that-a moment'. 

You. have stated that the article bears the. name of Cyril Briggs,, 
educational director. Now didn’t yoU leave off part of the descrip- 
tion-, of the 'title of the individual? Will you look at it again and com- 
plete the statement which you started? 

. Mr. Margolis. There is nothing that appears on here except educa- 
tional director. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read what is immediately above the name 
of Cyril Briggs ? - 

Mr, Briggs; I have already told you I could read it and I would sug- 
gest that you read it for yourself. ' 

Mr. Tavenner." Well, if you can. read it, what is the rest of the..sig- 
nature to the article ? You have read your name and you have, read 
educational director. Does not the description of the- br ganization of 
which you-arethe education director also' appear? 

Mr; Briggs. I assume that you have seen it, that you. can read it, 
and I refuse to answer that question-on -the same grounds as previ- 
ously stated. ' ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you: compose and- write the article appearing 
there?. , - - 

Mr. Briggs. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds -as stated. 
The Chairman, Mr.' Briggs, this is. signed “Juarez Club, Los Ange- 
les, Calif., Cyril Briggs, Educational Director.” Are you the Cyril 
Briggs whose name appears on this article? - , 

. Mr. Briggs. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds as stated. 

Mr; Tavenner. A subtitle, to the article appearing in this exhibit 
is “ Welcome- to Inner-Party Democracy.” Reference is then madein 
the first paragraph to an expression of “confidence in our national 
leadership” and commends that leadership, for its “wise policy" of 
leaving wide open all questions of- program and policy pending the 
fullest and freest preconvention discussion. This, to us, is a welcome 
concrete expression of that inner-party democracy to which most -of 
our leading cadres, including the-national, have much too often' in the 
past given only lip-service.” * . i , 

. As.a matter of fact, Mr. BriggSj did not the-chairman of .the district 
organization of California — organization of the Communist Party — 
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contend ^nd report at a meeting of that body that, there was no inner- 
party democracy in the Communist Party at this time? 

■ Mr. Braggs. I want to say this, that I resent being interrogated by 
committee whose members include out-and-out white supremacists 
tod people whohave been inciting todnsurrection in the South against 
,the Supreme Court’s integration mandate, and moreover a committee 
*that during its 20 years' has neyer once investigated the 3Cu Klux 
Elan, 

The Chairman, Let me interrupt at this point Tiiat is not tine. 
This committee asked the Ku Elux Elan for its first membership and 
they complied with the request, as I understand it. That is far more 
than the Communists would ever do, 

Mr* Briggs. Has this committee ever investigated the Southern 
White Citizens Committee? 

The Chairman, That is not dominated by Russia, and youi 1 organi- 
zation is. That is the difference. Proceed, Mr, Tavenner. 

Mr* Tavenner. Will you answer the question ? 

Mr, Briggs. I want to say this, then, that I will have to assume then 
that in this committee’s opinion lynching Negroes and spitting on 
little Negro children is — ^ 

Mr, Tavenner, You are evading the question. 

The Chairman^ Just a minute, Mr. Tavenner, I want tp get the 
record straight. This sort of thing resorted to by Communists hurts 
the, cause that they say they espouse, because they are mot sincere in. 
the efforts to improve the conditions of the colored people in this 
country.: 

Mr. Briggs, I don’t know what Communists or communism have to 
do with my position^ because this has been iny position since 1&12 
before there was, as I understand it, a Communist Party in the United 
States. It' will continue to be my position despite any attempt by 
this committee to intimidate me, 

. As to what the Communist Party is doings P understand that in one 
of the hearings of this committee and today, also, by the last speaker, 
it is said . that the Communist Party is exploiting the Negro people, 

I think, gentlemen, that ithe Negroes would be very glad to accept 
such exploitation at the hands of the Republicans, 

The Chairman. You hope that they would be ? 

Mr. Briggs. I know that they would be very glad to accept any 
exploitation that defends their interests. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now after having made tills voluntary speech at 
great length, willyou return to the question and answer? 

Mr. Briggs.. Which I refuse to answer on the same grounds as. 
previously stated. 

iM r. Tavenner. In tins article it is stated 1 , ‘“The Juarez Club hails 
this democratic approach to the * * * fundamental problems con- 
fronting our party.” Did you make that statement? 

-Mr, Briggs. Same answer. 

Mi\ r Tavenner. The article then proceeds to state that the ^ Juarez 
Club, recognizing the responsibility that it has upon it, objects to 
-bureaucratic centralism.” What did you mean by ^bureaucratic 
Centralism?” 

Mr: Briggs. Same answer. 

Hu Moulper. ; May I ask a question, Mr /Briggs ? 
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Mr. BriggS. If you please. - 
Mi-. Moulder. Have you- ever read tlie. article ? 

Mr. Briggs. I obj ect to you.calling me Briggs. 

The Chairman. He called you Mister. 

Mr. Briggs. My mistake, I am sorry. To that question I give the 
same answer. > ' 

Mr. Tavenner. You wrote the article, didn’t y qu? ’ , , 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. _ - . . .. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does this statement not contain - the assertion that’ 

the Juarez Club- * 

Mr. Briggs. Pardon me ? • / 

Mr. Tavenner. Does not this article state that the Juarez Club 
“takes this opportunity to express its adamant opposition to any and 
all ideas and proposals aimed at the liquidation of the Communist 
Party” ? ' 

Mr. Briggs. 'I am willing to accept your statement. 

Mr.. Tavenner. And did you, through your club, endeavor .'to * 
support the Foster group in the- Communist Party in its opposition 
to anyeffort to liquidate it ? , . . 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. r j 

Mr. Tavenner. Does not this article also state that “Our members 
are similarly opposed with’ one'exception,' to any' change of name 
for our party”?- 

Mr. Briggs. If you say so. I presume it does. 

Mr. Tavenner; Did you -make that contention through this article? 
Mr. Briggs. Same answer on the* grounds of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who is the one person,, a member of the Juarez 
Club,, who was in favor of changing the name of the Communist 
Party? 5 . * . 

Mr. Briggs.- Same answer. ; ; 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that considerable emphasis in this 
article is placed j upon an appeal to the membership to “pry our- 
selves loose from the Wailing Wall and conscientiously and vigor- 1 
ously carry' forward the necessary task of reappraisal and the wiping 
out ( of 'bureaucracy, . sectarianism, doctrinarism— and right oppor- 
tunism as, well.” 1 _ ' • .. . 

Did you -use the term: “Wailing Wall” in tlie sense that the Com->. 
munist Party felt that it was not enthusiastic in its work? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. . , , * ' * 

Mr: Tavenner. That it was losing time, in discussing and complain- 
ing about previous mistakes instead of moving, forward ? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this article of yours republished" in a publica- 
tion entitled “The Party, Forum” in its September 10, 1956, issue? 

Mr. Briggs: Same answer:^ - : - , ‘ - 

, Mr. Tavenner. I desire tq introduce fa. evidence a copy : of that issue/ 
of The Party Formn and ask that ‘if be marked “Briggs Hxhibit* 
Ho. 2.” . - • "• ' > - ' - 

The Chairman. It will be. so marked. . ' 

(Document marked “Briggs Exhibit Ho. 2,’-’ and , retained in 
committee files.) ■- , - 
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Mr. Tavenner. Was not this a Communist intraparty publication ? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was not this, paper organized for the purpose of 
giving an opportunity to members of the Communist Party to express 
their views prior to the Russian invasion of Hungary ? 

Mr. Briggs. Saiiie answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it now in existence? 

Mr. Briggs. Same 'answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You know it is not? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a delegate to the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party convention on January 5 and 6, 1957 ? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer on the grounds of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you also a delegate to the Southern California 
District convention of the Communist Party held April 13 and 14, 
1957? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner,. Are you at this time assigned to the Zapata Section 
of the Communist Party, Southern District of California ? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you, oyer a long period of time, contributed 
articles to, various Communist Party organs in the country? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you an issue of the “Labor Defender” of May 
1927, carrying an article entitled “Rally Labor for Passaic Strike 
Prisoners” by Cyril Briggs. Will you examine it, please, and state 
whether or not you prepared that article ? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr., Tavenner. I desire to offer this in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Briggs Exhibt No. 3.” 

(Document marked “Briggs Exhibit No. 3” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner, I hand you a photostatic copy of the April 28, 1931, 
issue of the Daily Worker and call your attention to an article entitled 
“Mother of Haywood Patterson Appeals for United' Effort To Save 
Lives of 9 Scottsboro Boy Victims,” by Cyril Briggs, and ask whether 
or not you prepared the article appearing there — whether you wrote 
the article. 

Mi-. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Briggs Exhibit No. 4.” 

The Chairman. lit will be so marked. 

(Document marked “Briggs Exhibit No. 4,” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a copy of the June 1929 issue of “The 
Communist” carrying an article entitled “The Negro Question in the 
Southern Textile Strikes,” by Cyril Briggs, and ask whether or not ' 
you prepared that article. 

Mi\ MArgolis. 1929? 

Mr. Tavenner. Doesn’t it say that -on the top ? 

Mr. Margolis. I was wondering if you had anything, earlier. 

Mr. Tavenner. We did give you something earlier, 1927. 
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Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. It indicates that you have been in the propaganda 
business for some years. 

I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask that it be marked 
“Briggs Exhibit No. 5.” 

The Chairman. It will be so. marked. 

(Document marked “Briggs Exhibit No. 5,” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Briggs. May I ask if you are aware that the propaganda busi- 
ness is what the first amendment protests, freedom of speech; and 
thought? . ' - 

- Mr. Tavenner. "We didn’t condemn you for that. 

Mr. Briggs. I thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any underground assignment from 
the Communist Party in 1950 ? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner;' The committee has information that you attended 
■a- meeting on July 27, 1958 of the District Council of the Southern 
District of California which was also attended by various function- 
aries of the Communist Party, at which time Dorothy Healey made 
a minority report criticizing the leadership of the Communist Party 
and at wmch she, in turn, was charged with Titoism and even a resolu- 
tion was presented to oust her from leadership in.! the Communist 
Party in this district. Which side of the argument did you take? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you at this time a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Briggs. Same answer on the grounds of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moulder. I have one or two questions. Do you consider the 
Communist Party to be a political party in the sense that political 
parties aregenerally recognized in this country? 

Mr. Briggs. I don’t flunk that I am supposed to express my opinion 
here. 

Mr. Moulder. From any opportunity that you have had to observe 
or as a result of any of your experiences, could you give us that infor- 
mation — whether or not the people generally who are associated with 
the Communist Party do consider it a political party in the sense that 
other political parties are recognized in this country? 

(Counsel confers with witness.) 

Mr. Briggs. I am not going to discuss the Communist Party here 
at this time. If you want to discuss conspiracies, such as are occurring' 
in the South against the Federal Government and courts, I would be 
glad to. 

Mr. Moulder. Do. you have any knowledge of any conspiracy move- 
ment within the Communist Party concerning the Communist Party’s 
plans to change, our form of Government in this country? 

Mr. BrIggs. The only conspiracy I know of are those, of which I . 
mentioned, including those led by Governor Faubus, including conspir- 
acies to prevent Negro children from getting an equal education.. 

Mr. Moulder. I didn’t ask you that question.. 
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Mr. Briggs. And conspiracies that nullify and defy the Supreme 
Court's mandates. 

Mr. Moulder. I didn’t ask you that question. I asked you if you had 
any knowledge of any such conspiracy within the Communist Party. 

Mr. Briggs. I have answered that, that the only conspiracies I am 
aware of 

Mr. Moulder. Then I interpret your answer to mean that you know 
of no such movement within the Communist Party. 

Mr. Briggs. You can interpret it any way you wish to. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you know whether or not the Communist Party’s 
philosophy and objectives are dominated and controlled by the Soviet 
ITnion? I just ask you whether or not you know. 

Mr. Briggs. Again I have no opinion to express here on such 
questions. 

The Chairman. That is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Alexander Ende. 

The Chairman. Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you 
swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole 
.truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr, Ende. I do. 

TESTIMONY OE ALEXANDER ENDE, ACCOMPANIED BY; COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS AND PRANK MUNOZ 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Ende, Alexander Ende. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell y Our last name? 

Mr. Ende. Ende, E-n-dTe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify yourselves for the record ? 

Mr. Margolis. Ben Margolis and Frank Munoz. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you. live, Mr. Ende? 

Mr. Ende. 10031 Roscoe Boulevard, Sun Valley. 

Mr. Tavenner. California? 

Mr. Ende. "Yes. 

Mr, Tavenner. "What is the date and place of your birth ? 

Mr. Ende. August 19, 1916, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Ende. I am an. electrician. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly what your formal 
educational training has been? 

Mr-. Ende. Public school, high school, several colleges in electrical 
wiring over .the years, technical courses at different adult training 
centers, and so forth and so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to California ? 

Mr. Ende. 1947., 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your record of employment in Cali- 
fornia since that date ? 

Mr. Ende. I have worked as an electrician since that date. 

Mr. Tavenner. As an electrician, are you a member of the Inter- 
n ationalBrotherhood of Electrical W orkers ? 

Mr. Ende. I must at this point decline to answer this question be- 
cause I feel that my organizational associations and ties are not the 
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proper concern of this committee, and therefore I decline to answer on 
the grounds of protection afforded me under the fifth amendment and 
under the first amendment of tlie Constitution. - * 

The Chairman. Keep your voice up a little bit." 

Mr.. Tavenner. May I have a direction that the witness answer this- 
question? 

The Chairman . You are directed to' answer the question. 

End?,' I must decline to answer tins question because I feel that 
my Organizational' associations and ties arc not the proper concern of 
this committee. I therefore decline to answer on the grounds, that it 
is not pertinent and oh the grounds of the protection afforded hie under 
the fifth amendment of the Constitution and imder the first amend- 
ment of the ConsHtution. • 

Mr. Tavenner. I think* probably the direction should be repeated. 

The Chairman. Yes. You said yo,u must decline. You are not 
under any compulsion 1 . When you say' that, I am .assuming that you 
dO decline. ' j 

Mr* Ende. I wish to decline : X do decline, yes, sir. ' . 

The ChAirman. All right. ' ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any oflicein the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers ? 

Mr. Ende. May I consult with my attorney for a while ? 

(Witness consults with his counsel.) 

Mt.Enbe. The same ariswer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at one times a member of- the United Elec- 
trical Workers of America? , ! * 

Mr. Ende. The same answer as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Due. to your special teaming in a field of electrical 
work, have you received any appointment within the Communist Party 
^position oh tlie Building Trades Section of the Communist Party? 

Mt.Ende. The same, answer as previously stated. ' ' 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information that you are .at "this 
fame the secretary of the Building Trades Section of the Communist 
Party. . Is that not correct?’- ‘ ‘ - " ■' ■ 

IVln ENPE-. I willrepeakand. niake the same answer that I pr'eyiously 
stated. - y ~ ' * * 


_. ^ Tavenner. The first convention of the Southern, District of the 
California Communist Party was held in April of 1957, at which time 
there, was .drafted a v trade .union resolution. Are you familiar with 
that resolution? *■ * * 


Mr. Ende. I must decline— I do 'decline to answer on the same 
grounds as previously stated. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you not, in fact, a member of the Southern 
California District Council of the Communist Partv \ 


Mr. Ende. I decline to answer oh -the same .grounds as previously 
stated. . 



of 


in Southern California? 


Mr. ENDE. The same answer as previously staged. 

Mf; Tavenner. In l‘95l wCre y6u a member of tlie/Los Ang eles . 
Negro Labor Council ? , . ' . 
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Mr . Ende. I refuse to— I decline to answer on the same grounds as 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you not still a member of that council? 

Mr. Ende. I decline to answer pn the same grounds as ■previously 
stated. 

The Chairman. What council? 

Mr. Tavenner. The Los Angeles Negro Labor Council. _ 

Did you receive any assignment within the Communist Party to 
engage in Communist Party work in the Independent Progressive 
Party? . , 

Mr. Ende. I decline to answer on the same grounds as previously 

stated. ... 

Mr. Tavenner. And also in the Civil Eights Congress? 

Mr . Ende. I decline to answer on the same grounds as previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you solicited to unite in a letter of resigna- 
tion, bearing date March 26, 1958, of various members of the Commu- 
nist Party of Southern California? 

Mr. Ende. I decline to answer on the same grounds as previously 
stated. 

Mr. TavennEr. That is all. 

The Chairman. Any questions? 

Mr. Moulder. Just one question, Mr. Chairman. 

Do you have any knowledge or information concerning the efforts 
on the part of any person under the control of the Soviet Union to 
infiltrate this country to the cause of communism? 

Mr. Ende. Sir, I have knowledge of no person who is under the 
control of the Soviet Union and I have no such knowledge. 

Mr. Moulder. Have you ever attended Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Ende. I must decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds as previously stated, 

The Chairman. That is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Herbert Biskar. 

The Chairman. Will you remain standing, please? Eaise your 
right hand, Do you swear the testimony you, are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help' yo.u 
God? . 

Mr. Biskar. I do. 

TESTIMONY OE HERBERT BISKAR, ACCOMPANIED • BY COUNSEL, 

BEN MARGOLIS 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mr. Biskar. Herbert Biskar. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live? 

Mr. BiskaR. 411 Palmwood Drive, Los Angeles 8. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Biskar. I was bom in November of 1933 in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mr. Biskar. Shipping clerk. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state, please, briefly your formal educa- 
tional training? 

Mr. Biskar. I have a high school diploma and I have a bachelor 
degree, a B.A. 
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Mr. Tavenner. From what school? 

Mr. Biskar. I am. going to refuse to answer that question. 

The Chairman. I direct you to answer this question. 

(Counsel confers with witness.) 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer that question on the following 
ground : In the first place, I refuse to answer on the. first amendment. 
I consider it to be •part of my associations and I think the first amend- 
ment protects the right of association, and I. guess that also would be 
ail action that would be the' privacy of your associations. T also 
•claim the privilege of not being a witness against myself, or the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Moulder. Did I understand you to say that you graduated 
from college and you received a degree? You so stated, didn’t you? 

* Mr. Biskar. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Moulder. You have directed the witness to' answer that ques- 
tion, have you not? 

The- C hairman. Yes. ' 

Mr. Moulder. You have opened it up by saying that you have re- 
ceived such a degree, that you have graduated from college. 

Mr. Biskar. -I don’t believe I have .opened, anything up, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. May the record show a direction after his expla-: 
nation?. 

The' Chairman. Yes; I directed him to answer the question as to 
where he received the degree that he just stated he had received. 

’ Mr. Margolis. Do you want another response to that direction? 

’ The Chairman. He has already answered. 

Mr. Moulder. As I understand it, the witness still declines to an- 
swer the questioji, 

Mr. Biskar. Yes ; on the previous, grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. Claiming the first ? ' 

• Mr. Biskar. .First and fifth, amendments, and pertinency, too. I 
would 'add that I don’t believe that it is pertinent to the purposes of 
this committee to find out justwhere I went to school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend the Los Angeles State College.? _ 

Mr. Biskar. I would have to refuse that on the previous grounds ; 
that ‘actually is the same question, or very similar. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have a direction to answer ? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer the’ question. 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer on the .previous.grounds, that is, the . 
first amendment, the fifth amendment, pertinency. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to California to make this 
the place of your residence? . 

Mr. Biskar. I came herein 1952. - ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your record of employment since that 
time? . ’■ , • 

Mr. Biskar. Well . - 

(Counsel confers with witness.) , i ■ . 

Mr, Biskar. I have.had a lot of mispellaheous.part-time.4qbs except 
for this past year where I have been working as a‘ shipping Clerk, full 
time; • , * , • 

Mr, Tavenner. Very soon after your arrival in Los, Angeles did you. 
become identified' with the Labor Youth League in -its activities.? 
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Mr. Biskar* X will have to refuse to answer, on the previous grounds* 
Your questioning me on my political affiliations, is expressly forbidden 
by the first amendment, so X am going to plead that and also my 
previous grounds* 

Mr* Tatonner* The. Labor Youth League has been cited as a Com- 
munist organization, by Attorney General McGrath in hip letter 
to the Loyalty Leview Board released August 36,1850* , 

The Chairman* Since recent decisions of the Supreme Court, X do 
not think that you can properly invoke the fifth amendment, because 
you are not exposing yourself to the danger of any prosecution 
criminally* So I direct you to answer that question* 

(CounseLconfers with witness,) j , , * . 

Mr. Biskar* I take the same answer that X took before* 

The Chairman, In other words, you decline to answer for the 1 rea- 
sons that you gave ? ^ * 

Mr* Biskar*. Bight ; first, fifth, and pertinency* 

Mr* Tatonner* Miy Chairman, I offer in evidence- a themof ax oopy 
of an article appealing in the-September 18,. 1953, issue of the Peopled 
World, entitled “Weekend Mobilizations in Wells Case/' May it be 
marked “Hubert Bjskar Ex-hibitlfo. 1^?^ . % 7 

The Chairman: It will be so/marked. 

{Document marked “Herbert Biskar Exhibit Ko* If and retained 
in committee files*)- * ; V , / 

Mr* TavettnjEr*. Mr* Biskar, this article refers fe yaidoiis persons 
taking part, in the activities indicated by.*the title, tutiung them is 
the name of Herbert Biskar, Labor Youth League* The name' Biskar 
is spelled Bd-s-c-a-r, whereas I understand thexpiTect spelling of yOur 
name is B-i-s-k-a-r* 

Will you state whether or nobyour 'name was accurately reported as 
onetakmgpartinthemovementindicated? ' h 

Mr* Biskar* B-hs-Cra-r is not my name, otherwise I refuse' to iden- 
tify the document or comment further on: its accuracy or validity* 

Mr* Tavenner, Do I understand 1 you refuse to .state 1 whether you 
are the Herbert Biscar, member of tlie Labor, Youth League^ referred 
toimthisarticle? - ■ ' 

Mr. Biskar* I refuse to identify it, yes, on the previous grounds 
stated* - r t m 

. Mr* Tavenner* Were you a memberof the; Labor Youth League on 
September 18, 1653^ , * * J 

Mr. Biskar. Same answer. 

Mr* Tayenner* 'Were yon a member of the Communist PaRty on the 
18th day of September 1953 ? ' - 

Mr* Biskar* I cite my previous grounds. 

Mr* Tayennjgk The investigation of the committee reflects that on 
January 10, 1956, a meeting was held of the Labor Youth Tjeague in 
Los Angeles and that you were chairman of the student division- of 
the Labor Youth League at that time ; is tliatcdrrect? ' 

Mr* Biskar, I 'refuse to answer that on the previously stated 
grounds* ' ' 

Mr* Tavenner* Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
January 10,. 1956^ ' ** 1 . 

Mr* Biskar. Sahis answer* * ■ f ' . . ! c 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you present on August 16, 1955, at a meeting 
of the Los Angeles County Labor Youth League which was addressed : 
by Frank Carlson on dialectical materialism ? 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer .that pn-the, previous grounds. 

Mr.. Tavenner. Were you a 'member of tile Communist Party on 
August l6, ( 1955? . " 

Mr. 'B iskar. Saine 'answer; / ' 

Mr. Tavenner. The information of the committee is that you were 
present; at a membership meeting, of .the Los Angeles County Labor 
Youth League held at 3876 (3ity Terrace -Drive. This is the address 
of the City Terrace Cultural Centex-. This meeting, according, to the 
committee’s information, was conperned with whether of not to dis- 
solve the league', that’ is, the Labof/Yoiith Leagiie; ’and i vote was 
taken on that subject at which it was determined by 27 to 21 not to 
dissolve it, -thus indicating that there were at ieast 51 persons present 
at that league meeting. 1 . ‘ , • t ’ ' ' * ' 

, "Will you tell xis whether that vpte was correctly stated ? 

Mr. Biskar. I don’t think I am going to comment on the accuracy of 
your informers.. . , . , , . 

Mr, Tavenner. What informers, do you i;efer to? ' 

Mr. Biskar. 1' don’t want to> comment on the accuracy of any im 
fpfm,eps ; pf,,any of these things -that yoii have .stated previously. So; I 
am gdirig to refuse to answer that question. 

, Tlio -Chairman. Where .did you get the idea that there were any in- 
formers?^ , t. ’ . 

‘ (Counsel confers with witness.) , , 

Mr. Biskar. I assume that you probably didn’t make it up out of 
your own minils., .• ,, Y"‘ . * 

■ The ,Ch A niMAN , jtn other 'words^. the question that was asked indi? 
cates to you pretty definitely that we liad some' information on- which 
you could throw some light? , y I ' 

^Mr- t LisKAR. But, no.t, necessarily- that the information is true. 
ThetCnmiRMAN; . That i&pightA „ , ‘ * >, ", 

Mr, BiSE^R,; I assume that ypudidri’t make it up. 

The CnAiRBrAisr. That is right. Well, ! will set your mind - . , 

Mr. Biskar; Mpst jnformers,,do Her- , . . - j.< 

. T^e WHAmsiANj.. I-iyill setj your mind af rest .on that. The basis-pf 
this question wasnot made up.. - ; .. . •, 

Mr. Tavenner. Ts the committee’s information correct that you 
were, present at this meeting?. . .„ _ ‘ \*h. f _ 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer that question on the previously- 
sfated , grpunds. , All .pepple, know, that professional informers, do 
not tell the” truth. " - , s - ' . « , 

;Th©ir CHAmMAN, Why do' you mention professional "informers, or 
informers? We haven’t said anything about any informers. Wliy 
do you talk about informers?.- . ■ ... 4 ... 

Mr. Biskar. Well, anyone ihat.would work for this co mmi ttee or 
for a report on activitiW-pf Variohs .prgaji’izations rind' -people I (as- 
sume to be professional! They are being, paid 1 ., , 

-The -Chairman. Where do yon, get any idea that there has been 
anyone furnishing this committee or any of its staff with informa- 
tion? 

(Counsel confers with witness.) 
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Mr. Biskar. I stated before that I assumed it wasn’t made up, 
so 

The Chairman. Wait a minute. Let me go one step further. 
Y ou say it was not made up ? 

Mr. Biskar. I assume that it wasn’t made up. 

Mr. Tavenner. And' that any informer’s information is not cor- 
rect? Now tell us, was this correct — the basis of this question correct? 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that at on© meeting it was decided 
that the successor organization -to the Labor Youth League in this 
area should be the Los Angeles -Comity Progressive Youth League? 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer that question on the previously 
stated grounds, the first amendment, the fifth, and pertinency. 

Mr. Tavenner. In fact, the Labor Youth League was disbanded 
not very long after that; isn’t that true? 

Mr. Biskar.1 I refuse to answer that on previously stated grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. What organization is the successor to that league? 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer that ou the previously stated 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. At a meeting held on December 11, 1956, of the 
Labor Youth League, did you hot contend publicly for the exercise 
of greater discipline over the members? 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer that question on the previously 
stated grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you participate in the Southern California 
District convention of the Communist Party held on April 13 and' 14, 
1957, in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Biskar. Same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time did you receive and consider the re- 
port of Dorothy Healey relating in part to the youth organizations 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Biskar. Same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did not the youth program announced by Dorothy 
Healey include special activities aimed at college youth ? 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer that on the previously stated 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do not the plans of the Communist Party con- 
template the establishment of a new youth organization in southern 
California and other areas of the country under the special direction 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Biskar. I refuse to answer that question on the previous 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Aren’t you one of the leading organizers of youth 
in the Communist Party in southern California ? 

Mr. Biskar.I refuse to answer that on the previously stated 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. You state that you 

Mr. Biskar. Go ahead. Never mind, go ahead. 

M?. Tavenner. I don’t want to interrupt you. 

Mr. Biskar. That is all right. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that your work is that of a shipping 
clerk. Is that in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Biskar. Yes; it is. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Does your -work take you outside of the city of 
Los Angeles? 

Mr. Biskar. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Any questions? 

Mr. Moulder. You have refused to answer certain questions deal- 
ing with Communist Party activities in the State of California, as I 
understand you, on the . grounds that it concerns your political affilia- 
tions and ..associations, political beliefs and associations ; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Biskar. That is one of my reasons.. 

Mr. Moulder. That is one of your reasons? 

Mr, Biskar. Right. - . 

Mr. Moulder. Now, what is your reaction to this question? .Do 
you approve of the Soviet Union Communist movement internation- 
ally? 

Mr. Biskar. Is that the question ? 

Mr. Moulder.. Do you approve of the movement on the part of 
the Soviet Union to dominate the world internationally through 
communism ? That has nothing whatsoever to do with political affilia- 
tion in this country. 

Mr. Biskar. Actually it doesn’t have any thing to do with political 
affiliation necessarily, but it does have to do with part of the first 
amendment thereto because it is part of free ’speech, political opinion ; 
and whether I do or not, I don’t think it is necessary for me to say.. 
So I will refuse to answer that question on the previously stated 
grounds. 

Mr, Moulder. Then in. view of your response to that question, I will 
ask this question: Would you render aid and assistance to the. 
Soviet Union in its efforts- to dominate our Government and our * 
American form of Government as we know it in this country through 
the Communist Party internationally ? 

Mr. Biskar. It is, true that I don’t accept all of your assumptions, 
so it is very difficult for me to answer that question. So I will just 
have to refuse to answer on the previously stated grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. Then I will ask this question: Would you render 
assistance in any form to the Soviet Union in its efforts to dominate 
and control this country through communism? 

Mr. Biskar. It appears to me, sir, that that is the same question 
just worded differently, so I have to refuse td answer that on the 
previously stated grounds. 

Mr. Moulder. Then my closing question is this: You are a young 
man. Would you take .every step possible to avoid military service 
in the event of a conflict with the Soviet Union 1 ? 

Mr. Biskar. No, I wouldn’t. 

Mr. Moulder. Do I understand you to say then that you would 
fight for your country in the event of a conflict with the Soyiet 
Union?- 

Mr: Biskar. Yes, I would. 

Mr. Moulder. That is all. 

'The Chairman. All right, sir. We will have a break of 5 minutes. 

(Committee members present:, Representatiyes; falter and. 
Moulder.) " ~ 
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•(Brief recess.) 

(Committee members present: Representatives Walter and 
Moulder.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Marvin Biskar. 

The Chairman. Will you raise your right hand please? Bo . you 
swear the testimony you are about to give will be the. truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you, Cod ? 

Mr. Biskar. I do. 

TESTIMONY OP MABVlN BISKAR, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

BEN MARGOLIS 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please? , 

Mr. Bisear. Marvin Biskar. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that the witness is accompanied by Mr. 
Ben Margolis, a member of the Los Angeles Bar. 

Will you state your place of residence,- please ? 

Mr ; Bisear. I don’t think it is pertinent; I decline to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you reside at 4034 West Boulevard ?. . 

Mr. Bisear. That is the correct address, yes. 

The Chairman., Wliat was that answer? . 

(The reporter read from her notes as requested.) 

Mr, Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Biskar. Washington, D.C., April 17, 1927. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wliat is your ocupation? 

Mr. Bisear. I decline to answer that question. I don’t think it is 
pertinent to the.investigatiqn, . r 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer that question; 

(Counsel confers with witness.) ", 

Mr. Biskar. I would like to refuse on grounds of pertinency,- the 
basis of the first amendment, and also on the basis -of the fifth 
amendment. , 

The Chairman. When you say you would like to, you mean you 
do? 

Mr. Biskar. I do decline. 

Mr. Tavenner. is it not a fact that you are a worker in the sheet 
metal industry? > 

Mr. Biskar. I decline to answer on the grounds, previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come; to the State of California to 
make it the place of your residence ? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline on the same grounds., 

Mr. Tavenner. Wliat is your formal educational training? 

Mr. Biskar. I declinefo answer that question. 

( Counsel confers with witness. ) 

Mr. Margolis; Just one second. 

Mr. Biskar. Would you mean how far I went in my education?' 

Mr. Tavenner. I just wanted to know of what your educational 
training consisted. 

Mr. Biskar. I have been through 3*4 years of college, university. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline to answer that questioii. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasn’t it in Washington, D.C.? 
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r i Mr; Biskar. I decline to answer on the grounds' previously stated; 

Mr. Tayennbr* Is. your refusal to answer 'that question based upon 
a Contention that the answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Bissau. Well, I decline on the grounds previously stated, which 
include f the grounds of basis of self-incrimdnation, which could open 
me up to prosecution*. That is true* 

Mr- Tavenner* Do you honestly feel that a truthful reply to, that 
question might tend to incriminate you? 

* {Witness confers with counsel-) 

Mr. Bisicar* Heel that, in the atmosphere of this committee, that is 
quite possible- I don't feel that the committee is honestly seeking 
legislative information but Has a certain malicious intent And I 
am quite, quite possibly open to; prosecution, although innocent* 

Mr* Tavenner* Mr* .Chairman,. I think, in the light pf the witness' 
refusal to answer^ questions of this character, I may just as well at 
this point read into the record the testimony of Mary Markward be- 
fore this committee on June 11, 1951, in Washington, P-C. You will 
recall Mary Markward as the person who, at the instance of the Fed- 
eral Bureau* of Investigation, became a member of the Communist 
Party and rose to the position of treasurer of the Communist Party 
comprising the city of Washington and the State of Maryland, and 
partoi Virginia* 1 

This question was asked by Mr* Owens : 

, Next, we come to the Students Club', Can ! you identify for the committee 
'individuals whom you knew to lie members of the .Communist* Party 1 of the 
District of ^Columbia assigned to the Students .Club, tweaking ‘it down into 
setiools where the students were in attendance, if you can? 

MrA Markward* The students, principally came from Howard University and 
George Washington University. I think a little history of the Students Club 
would clarify the situation for the committee’s information* Frances Crystal in 
I94o was- a 'student -on the George Washington University campus, , and I believe 
on her own initiative had organized a group of students in what was called at 
the time the Young Citizens’ League* From this group they organized a Marxist 
study' class. From this Marxist study class which was taught by members of the 
leadership of the Communist Party, members were recruited* Among these were 
Howard Phillips and Robert Phillips* * 

I might, mention that at was prior to this time that Frances Grystal had; trans- 
ferred to our party here* I believe she came from one of £he other organizations 
in Washington, the underground organization, I believe* Just about this time 
' a nttmber of veterans who had either been Young Communist League members 
or Communist Party members before their period in the service, returned and 
went to school .and became members of this club. Bernie Crisfcopher Campbell 
was .one, of these, , . 

Moe Falk was a member*. He, was transferred in from one of the New Eng- 
land States at a later dafei 

Chester Kurrier was transferred'fl'ohrone of the New England States. He was 
already a,party member* 

These veteran^ were active in veterans 1 .organizations and were able to recruit 
* a number of other members* I ani not certain who was the initial contact on 
the campus at Howard University, 

>! Mr, OwEfcs* Before we leave this other group, the group you have just iden- 
tidediwere albsfcudents a> George Washington University ? 

f Mrs: .Markward* Except Chet Kurrier. ' He went to Eihg-^mith Art School* 

1 Mr. Owens! Were there- any others, in attendance at George Washington 
University? * 1 

Mrs* Markward* Maryin 1 Bisltai; ; ! Eddie Majchrzyk ; Morty* Goldstein, a girl 
who married. -Mar virT Bibkar, her\na.me was Galpert, I bplieve Ijla Galpert* 
Mr. Owens/ Mrs* Markward, these individuals \yhc>m' you have identified at 
George Washington University,, to the best of your "knowledge are most of them 
still 1 - in ’Washington,' W have thfey left the city of Washington?* * 

3825 3 — 50— pt. 1 6 
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That apparently is not answered. I am not going to ask you any 
question relating to Ida'Galpert; but other than the matter contained 
herein relating to Ida Galpert, is there any statement that I read to 
you from the testimony of Mrs. Markward which is untrue? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend George Washington University? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party while 
on the campus at George Washington University? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Haven’t you been continuously engaged in Com- 
munist Party activities among youth since arriving in California? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you came to Los Angeles? 

Mr. Biskar. That is the same question, but I decline on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has information that on J anuary 4, 
1957, you attended the Los Angeles County Labor Youth League 
meeting at 3875 City Terrace, at which time the election of officers of 
the Labor Youth League took place. Were you elected an officer on 
that occasion? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline on the same grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee also is informed that on January 5, 
and 6, 1957, you were a delegate to the Los Angeles County Commu- 
nist Party convention. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline on the same grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also attend the first district convention for 
the Southern District of California on April 13 and 14, 1957 ? 

Mr. Biskar. The first district convention of what, sir ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the Communist tarty of tlie district for the 
Southern District of California. 

Mr. Biskar. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 
have studied the report made by Dorothy Healey on April 13 and 14, 
1957, regarding the plans of the Communist Party with regard to 
youth? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What work is being performed now in the Com- 
munist Party in the youth movement in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Biskar. I decline as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Maybe he could throw some light on this move to 
oust Mrs. Healey. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Are you aware of the motion that was made 
on the floor at the meeting held on July 27, 1958, of the District Coun- 
cil of the Communist Party for the Southern District of California 
to oust Dorothy Healey from leadership in the Communist Party-?! 

Mr. Biskar. I decline on the grounds previously .stated'. 

The Chairman. When was that motion made, Mr. Tavenner ?' 

Mr, Tavenner. July 27, 1958. 

The Chairman. That was made at this, closed party meeting?. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Yes; at a meeting of the district, council, at which 
time Dorothy Healey made a minority report regarding the June 28 
meeting of the National Committee of the Communist Party.; 

Were you present? . - , 

Mr. Biskar. I decline to answer. . ' 

MuTavenner. I do not think the witness was, present. 

The Chairman. Any questions, Mr. Moulder ? . 

Mr. Moulder. What was the name of the witness previous -to this 
one? t 

Mr. Tavenner. Herbert Biskar. 

Mr . Moulder. Are you the brother of Herbert Biskar ? 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Biskar. I decline on grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Moulder. You mean to decline to answer the question of wheth- 
er or not Herbert is your brother? _ . ,/ 

Mr. Biskar. It is not. such an innocent question. Many questions 
have intent to open prosecution. Even though I am innocent and‘I 
decline to answer questions. . 

Mr; Moulder. You say you resided in Washington, D.C., up until 
what date? . 

Mt.IBiskar. I just stated that I. was born in Wasliington, D.C. 

Mr. Moulder. When did you leave W ashihgton, D.C. ? 

Mr. Biskar. I declined to answer that questionpreviously. 

Mr. Moulder. What caused you to come to. California? 

Mr. Biskar. .Climate, like many /Southern Californians. 

Mr. Moulder. Were you a student at the time you came to Cali- 
fornia? 

Mr. Biskar.; I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. ’ • 

Mr. Moulder. Did anyone connected with the Communist Party 
movement in California solicit your moving to California ? . 

Mr. Biskar. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you consider being a member of the Communist 
Party to be an act of disloyalty to o.ur country ?. 

Mr. Biskar. I decline to answer that question. 

The. .Chairman. The witness is excused. 

Mr.TAVENNER. Sophie. Kishher. . . 

The Chairman. Will you stand up, please, and raise ypur right 
hand? Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so-help you God ? , • 
Mrs. ETshner. Ido.. ' 

TESTIMONY OF SOPHIE KISHNER, ACCOMPANIED BY .COUNSEL, 

DAN MARSHALL . m 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you state your name, please ? 

„. Mts-Kishner. My name is Sophie Iiishner. 

Mr.TAVENNER-. Will you spell your last name ?. 

Mrs. Ktshner. Ii-i-s-h-n-e-r. 

Mi\ Tavenner. It is noted that Mrs. Iiishner is accompanied by 
Mr. DanMarshall, a member of the Los Angeles Bar. , 

Where.do you reside ? • , 

(Witness confers with counsel.) _ . 
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Mts, Eishner. % decline to answer fcliis question on tlie following 
: Th6 1st amendment of tlie Bill .of Rights, the 4th amendment 
of the Bill of Rights, the 5th amendment of the BilLof Rights, the Mi 
amendment of the* Bill of Rights, the 9th amendment of the Bill of 
Rights, and the 10th amendment of the Bill of Rights, and the lack of 
pertinency. * ' * 

Mr. Marshall. Will it be understood that, in the event of any fur- 
ther questions being asked the witness to which she wishes to decline 
to answer, her declination will have been deemed to be made upon all 
the grounds she has so stated ? 

The Chairman. Tliat will be understood ; that any declination 'Will 
be based on those grounds. 

Mr.. Tavenner. In relying on the fifth amendment as a ground for 
your refusal to answer, are you relying upon that part of the fifth 
amendment which relates to the use of testimony against yourself ? 1 
( Counsel confers with witness. ) 

Mrs. Kishner. I will decline to answer by the same grounds'. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you of the opinion that to answer tlie question 
truthfully might tend to incriminate you ? 

Mrs. Kishner. I decline to answer on the same grounds. ' * 

Mr. Tavenner. I ask, Mr. Chairman, that she be directed to answer 
the question. s *" 

The Chairman. She is, directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Marshall. May 1 we have the question read now ? 

The Chairman. Read, the question. 

(The reporter read ’the record as requested.) 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Marshall. Would you care to amend that question by adding 
“or tend to expose you to prosecution” ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mrs. Kishner. Yes. * f 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

^ rs V? rs: ^ NEi1, ^ < ^ ec ^ ne to answer on the previously ’stated reasons.* 
Mr. Marshall. Just a moment, Mr. Tavenner. 

You have to keep your voice up so the reporter can hear you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born ? s . 

Mrs. Kishner. I decline to answer for the same reasons. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Is Sophie Kishner ybur manied name? * * l * 

Mrs. Kishner. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time lived under another mameT 
Mrs. Kishner. I decline to answer. * ‘ 1 

Mr. Tavenner, The committee’s investigation has- disclosed -that 
you have, expressed-'dissatisf action with the current operations of tM 
Communist Party and that" in fact you signed a letter of grievances 
on December 14,, 1951, addressed to the National Committee of the 
Communist Party on that subject. Did you sign the letter using only 
your first name? " ‘ ’ ' ' 1 - . 

Mrs. Kishner. I decline to answer this question, sir, on the same 
grounds. * ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you honestly contend and believe that to admit 
me signing of a letter of grievances addressed to the Coihmiiriist ‘ 
Party of the United States would tend to incriminate ypu? 

Mrs. Kishner. I will decline to answer that question. 
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. Mr. ; Tavenner; The letter of December 14, 195!, to which I have, 
“referred is. Healey Exhibit No. 22, In, this letter is found- a recom- 
mendation that The present structure of the party be made more 
flexible so that membership in the present type of party club is not 
necessarily a requirement for adherence to the organization; What 
is your understanding of the meaning .of that? 

, Mrs. Kishner. I. decline to answer, sir, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Ta\;ENNER. Do you know the meaning? 

. Sirs. .Kjshner. I de'cline to answer, sir, on the same grounds. .. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with the fact that at a subse- 
quent (late- Dorothy Healey attempted to answer this letter of griev- 
ances? ' < , t , • ‘ 

Mrs. Kishner. I decline to answer: on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner.;, A re you not also aware of the fact that, after, she 
attempted to answer the grievances; u number , of tire members of the 
Communist Party in the! Southern District of California wrote a letter 
of resignation bearing, date of March 26, 1958 ? 

Mrs. Kjshner. T decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds,;; . , ^ r , , * ~ . r .• 

■'Mr. Tavenner! Did you, although not a signer of that letter of 
resignation, nevertheless express' agreement with it? 

Mrs. Kishner. No. 

Mr. TavenneS. And follow it by your own resignation from the 
Communist Party? * * 

Mrs. Kjshner. I decline to answgr this question also on the same 
grounds. . . . 

Mr.. Tavenner.' You are honestly of the, opinion that to admit how 
that you have resigned from the Communist Party, might tend to 
incriminate you? ■ 

. Mrs.. Kishner; I will have to decline to -answer that question,; too, 
sir: ' /' . 

, ( Mr., Tavenner. WilUyou tell .us. fo what extent Dorothy. Healey 
herself participated in the preparation of tlje: letter of December 14, 
19,57qonstitutihg-,a statement of grievances? 

'/Mrs. Kishner.'! - am gPingTo decline to answer on the same 

grounds.* ‘ ” ’ * h " " \ *" 

Mr. Tavenner. How could it possibly inpfiminate, ypu? We 'are 
asking aboutyhat part she, .played in it,. , ., / ..•* 

’ Mrs - . Kishner. I am going to decline to answer,. ,sir, on the. same 
grounds. ' ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no- further questions, Mr. Chairman; 
r ’The Chairman. Any questions, Mr. Moulder ? • 

Mr. Moulder. I have one question, Mr. Chairman.. 

Ypu refused to ’answer any and all questions propounded to you 
hy ! cqunsei for the comm-itte'e. If you' had any information pn .sub- 
versive Activities or acts of- treason or disloyalty .within the Commu- 
nist P4rty^ would ypu inform, this committee? , ‘ . ■ 

(Counsel confers with witness.) A , * . . 

Mrs. Kishner. I decline to answer this question. 

Tfife Ohaekman. Abatis all;.' '# ... , < .. 

Mr; Tavenner. I would like the - \vitness to, return ; fo,the stand, 
please; . , , . ’ ’ * * ’ * ' ‘ ’ ‘A. , ' !/ " 

• *- ; The ■ OiiAiRMAN . Mir. Marshall, we iyould like; ‘to ask:- one’ more 
question. 
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Air. Tavenner: The committee’s investigation has disclosed that 

£ >u. as a matter o£ fact, resigned from the Communist Party in 
arch of 1958. Is that true? 

Mrs. Kishner. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is not your real reason for' refusing to answer any 
questions about your resignation from: the Communist Party due to 
the fact that you and others who have withdrawn from the Commu- 
nist Party still support the Communist Party in its objectives, and, 
for all intents and purposes, you are still members though not mem- 
bers organizationally speaking ? 

Mrs. ICxshnbr. I am going to have to decline to answer that on the 
grounds previously stated.. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

The Chairman. Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you 
swear the testimony jou are about to give will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, So help you God? 

Mr.. Solomon. I do. 

TESTIMONY OP JOSEPH SOLOMON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 

At WIRIN' 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mr. Solomon. Joseph ‘Solomon. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live? 

Mr. Solomon. 1333 Bates Avenue, 

Mr, Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Solomon. August 26, 1913. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Solomon. San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

(Counsel confers with witness.) 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer that on the basis of the first and 
the fifth and I don’t think itis'per tinent. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say you base your declination on the 
fifth amendment, do you mean that provision of the fifth amendment 
relating to self -incrimination? 

Mr. Solomon". 'Yes, sir. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you honestly believe in good faith that to answer 
that question might tend to' incriminate you? 

Mr. Solomon, Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Aren’t you engaged in work with the Griswold 
Duplicating Prodiicts, Inc., at 1820 Beverly Boulevard? 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer on the previous grounds.. 

Mr. Tavenner, Mr. Solomon, the .committee’s investigation has dis- 
closed that you resigned from the Communist Party in the middle, of 
1957 or that you were relieved of your Communist Party duties at 
that time. Which is correct? 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you relieved of actual membership at the 
instance^ of the Communist Party because of other duties that you 
were assigned to by the Communist Party ? 

Mr, Solomon. I refuse -to answer that question on the same grounds 
previously stated. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you assigned by the Communist Party to 

work of a political character? _ ,* 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 

as previously stated. > # 

Mr. Tavenner. Do yon honestly believe that to answer that ques- 
tion would tend to incriminate yon? 

Mr. Solomon. Yes. . - „ . - . , , 

■Mr. Tavenner. Are you at the present time under Communist Jr arty 

' Mu Solomon. I refuse to answer that question on the same •grounds. 


first and fifth. . ... ■ . j, . 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee’s investigation also discloses that 
you were at one time active within the Independent- [Progressive 
Party of California. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) . _ 

Mr. Tavenner. "W ill you state whether or not that activity on your 
part was instigated, suggested, or directed by the Communist Party? 
Mr:. Solomon. I refuse to answer the question on the same grounds 

as previously stated. ' - ,. . .. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, as a matter of fact, you were active m the 
work of the Independent Progressive Party, were you not? , 
(Witness.c'onfers with counsel.) 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence a photostatic 
copy of an Appointment of Members of the State Central Gommittee 
for the year 1954 and ask that it be marked “Solomon Exhibit No. 1J 5 
The C hairma n. Make it a part of the record. ' ,' -, • 

(Document marked “Solomon Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in com- 

mitteefiles.) - ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you ‘.examine this exhibit, please, and state 
whether or not tlie first person mentioned as'an appointee to the State 
Central Committee as of August 8, 1954, is Joseph Solomon? 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse tp answer this question on the same grounds 
as previously stated. . ■ . 

Mr. Tavenner; Are you the- Joseph Solomon mentioned as .the first 
appointee on this exhibit? _ ' 

Mr. SoloMon. I refuse to, answer the question. _ 

Mr. Tavenner. I also offer in evidence- an additional .photostatic 
copy of an Appointment of MemberS'Of the 'State (Central Committee 
for the year 1952, that is of the Independent Progressive. Party. This 
relates to the appointment of three other persons but, it purports to 
have' been signed by Joseph Solomon as a qualified delegate to the 
State. Convention for that year: -May it be marked “Solomon Exhibit 
No. 2.” 

Will- you examine it, please,, and state whether or not the signature 
is yourgenuine signature ? , * - 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to Answer the question. . 

Mr. Tatenner. May it be received in evidence? 

* The Chairman. Make it apart of the record. * 

(Document marked “Solomon Exhibit No. 2,” and retained in com- * 
mittee files.) '' •- ‘ ‘ 1 

Mr. Tavenner. I also have a. third document tp 'offer in evidence 
and ask that it be marked “Solomon Exhibit No. 8.” It is ’a photo- 
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static copy of Appointment of Members of the State Central Com- 
mittee of the Independent Progressive Party for the year 1950. 

THe Chairman. Make it a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Solomon Exhibit No. 3 ” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Solomon, will you look at the: Second name ap- 
pearing as- an appointee for that year and state whose name -it is ? 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer the question.; 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you not appointed to the State Central Com- 
mittee for the year 1950 ? 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer the question, six*. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you reside in- 1915? 

(Witness confers with Counsel.) . 

Mr. Sqlomon. I i*ef use to answer the question, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1945 were you a member of the San Pedro. Club 
of the Communist Political Association ? 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer thequestion. 

Mr. Moulder. May I interrupt, Mr: Chairman, at that point? 

You refuse to answer that question on the same grounds you used 
previously? 

Mr. Solomon. Same grounds, yes. 

Mr. Moulder. Also, Mr. Tavernier asked you if you honestly- be- 
lieved that a truthful answer to the question might tend’ to incrimi- 
nate you. ' You said “yes.” Do you 'believe that if you honestly 
answered the question just propounded it might tend to incriminate 
you? 

Mr., Solomon. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Moulder. While a member of that club, did you ever commit 
a ci’ime or any act of treason or disloyalty to our country? 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer that question, sir. Same grounds 
as previously stated. ■ ' 

Mr. Tavenner. After the so-called reconstruction of the Commu- 
nist Party in 1946, did you become a member of ; the Communist Party 
in San Pedro? 

Mi*. Solomon. I -refuse to answer that question on- the' same grounds 
as previously stated, sir. • 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence, and ask that it be-marked'“Solo- 
mon Exhibit No. 4,” a thermofax copy of an article appearing in the 
May 10, 1946, issue of People’s World, entitled “Negro Girl De- 
fended— Communist Group Pulls Cover Off of Bus Driver’sChargesj” 
May it'be received in evidence? • 

The Chairman. Let it’be received. 

(Document marked’ “Solomon Exhibit No. 4,”>and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

, Mr. Tavenner: The last paragraphof this articled 1 eads as follows : 

On the Communist edmmittee are Morel, Robert Levine, Steve Edney, William 
Wright, Helen Robello and Joseph Solomon. . ./ 

Is the identification of Joseph Solomon a •correct identification 
ofyou?, ■ < . 

Mr. Solomon. 1 refuse to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds as previously stated. ' , ' ; - 

The Chairman. Let me see that. 
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. Mr. Tavbnner. Were you a member of the committee qf-the Com- 
mimist Party on the date indicated? ". .. 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse to answer again on .the same. basis. 

Mr. Tavbnner. Is it not true that: as late, as May 1956. you were 
section organizer of the Eastern Division of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party? * ' - 

Mr. Solomon: I refuse to answer that question on the same.grounds 
as .previously stated. , ; 

. Mr.- Tavbnner. As indicated in my earlier question, there was some 
uncertainty as to whether you resigned from ‘the Communist Party or 
whether you. were- assigned some particular activity and that, your 
name should be dropped as an organizational member of- the Com- 
munist Party. So let me ask you this question : Are you now a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ? . . i . 

Mr. Solomon. I refuse- to answer the! question, sir, on., the same 
grounds previously stated. • . , 

Mr. Tavbnner. Have you at any time gone through the/formality 
of resigning from the- Communist Party? . 

Mr. Solomon. I -refuse to , answer that question.. . 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. ... , ; ' 

Mr. Moulder. Were you ever a member of the U.S: Armed Forces? 

. Mr. Solomon-. No, sir. ' , • v , . 

Mr. Moulper. Were you subject to military service call during the 
last war? , > 

Mr. Solomon., You mean was I- classified, and so forth? .- i 
Mr. Moulder. Yes. - • , 

' Mr. Solomon- Yes; I was subject, ‘ ' 

Mr..MouLDER. What wasyour classification? ■ "I 

Mr. Solomon. I believe it was III-A. , - , ' - 

Mr. Moulder,- You were how old at the time ? • .» 

Mr. Solomon.- Which year are you referring to now? 

Mr. Moulder. 1912. 

Mr. Solomon. 1942, that is 16 years ago. 29.> ’ • 

Mr. Moulder. That is all. ... * 

The Chairman. Will you raise your right hand, please? ’Do you 
swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing.but-the truth, so help you Cod? 

Mrs. Biber. I do. 

TESTIMONY OE STELLA CHOYKE BIBER, ACCOMPANIED -BY - 
COUNSEL, LOREN MILLER . . 

* . . * r ' i 

Mr. Tavenner. Will ypustateyour name, please? ■ • , 

Mrs: . Biber. My name is Stella Biber. • . ' . I 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell your last name? 

Mrs: Biber. B-irb-e-r. , 

. . Mr.- T avenner. Do you haye a, middle initial? 

Mrs. Biber. Sometimes I use, the initial “C.” . • - , 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel identify himself for the record-?- • 

- Mr. Miller. My name is Loren Miller. „ T 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? .<■ ■ ' . 

Mrs. Biber. I- was born in New York City, September 11', 1-902. 
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Mr. 'Tavenner; When did you come to California to make it the 
place of your residence? 

Mrs. Biber. About 15 years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mrs. Biber. I am a bookkeeper.- 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please tell the committee what your formal 
educational training has been ? 

Mrs. Biber. Grammar school — it was all in New York City, of 
course— arid Julia Richman High School, and I went to New'.York 
University where I studied accounting and business administration. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say you are presently engaged as a bookkeeper ? 

Mrs. Biber. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over how long a period of time 'have you been so 
employed? 

Mrs. Biber. Oh, I have been a bookkeeper for almost 40 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. That has been your constant work since being in 
California? 

Mrs. Biber. Yes ; also since I wasl6 years of age. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time engaged in any other occupa- 
tion besides that of a bookkeeper? 

Mrs. Biber. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee’s investigation indicates that you 
were an organizational secretary of the 62d Assenibly District of the 
Communist Party in 1951. Is that correct ? 

Mrs. Biber. Well, I refuse to' answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why? 

Mrs. Biber. Under — well, first, I claim the first amendment to the 
Constitution, and I wish to invoke the fifth amendment of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time been assigned by the Com- 
munist Party to become active in the Independent Progressive Party 
of California? 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer that question for the reason previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you have been active in that work, have you 
not? 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence a photostatic copy of 
a petition of the Independent Progressive Party to participate in the 
primary election of June!, 1948, to which there is attached mi affidavit 
Over the signature of a Stella C. Biber. I desire to offer it in evidence 
and ask that it be marked “Biber Exhibit No. 1.” 

The Chairman. Make it a part of the record. 

(Document marked “Biber Exhibit No. 1” and retained in committee 
files.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it, please, and state whether or 
not there is an affidavit at the end of that petition stating that you 
circulated and obtained the 1 signatures of the persons appearing 
above? 

Mrs, Biber. I decline, to answer the question for the reasons pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the signature appearing at the bottom of the 
petition your signature? 
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Mrs.< Biber. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time been assigned by the; Com- 
munist Party to work in the Los Angeles Negro Labor Council? 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer that question and invoke the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Moulder. Do you honestly believe that the truthful answer 
to that question would tend to incriminate you ?, - ' 

Mrs. Biber. Well, that is my answer. I claim the privilege of the 
first amendment, which deals with right of association, and, also the 
privilege of the fifth amendment. \ < 

Mr; Moulder. Do you believe that to tell whether 'or not you are 
4 a member of a Negro Labor Council might tend to incriminate you to 
the extent that you would be sub]* ected to prosecution ? 

Mrs. Biber. I have given my answer. 

Mr. Moulder. You haven’t answered my: question. I just asked 
you a question. 

Mrs. Biber. I have no other answer. 

Mr. Tavenner.' I failed to ask you, is the name Stella C. Biber your 
maiden name or your ‘married name? 

Mrs. Biber. That; is my maiTied name. - ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your maiden name? 

Mrs. Biber. Stella Clioyke. That is where the C comes from. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the executive board of the 
Wiggins Club of the Communist Party of Los Angeles in 1949 ? 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. There was a convention — in fact the organization 
convention — of the Southern District of the California Communist 
Party held in Los Angeles on April 13 and 14, 1957, which was ad- 
dressed at that time by the chairman of this district, Dorothy Healey. 
% Our information is that you were a delegate to that convention,-, is 
* that correct? « v 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attendihe convention l 
Mrs: Biber. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. You are acquainted with the character of the 
reportthat she made, are you not ? 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer. 4 , 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you a little about it. ' 'She reported the 
^ decision of the National Committeenf the Communist, Party, support- 
ing the Soviet use of armed forces in Hungary. Did you at any time 
remonstrate against. that? 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer that question for the reasons pre- 
« viously stated. * ' t _ , 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time support, directly or in- 
directly, the Communist Party in its support of ,the Soviet Union’s 
action in Hungary ? a 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer that .question, for the reasons pre- 
viously stated. H ? 

Mr. Tavenner. You are aware of the .great* division of opinion 
among the members of the District Council of the Southern District 
of California regarding the execution of Nagy -.are' you not? 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer that question! 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you present at a meeting held. on July 27,- 
1958 : , of the District Council’ of the Communist Party for the Southern 
District of ’California.? 

Mrs. Biber. I decline to answer that question for the, reasons pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is not our information that you were present, 
but I thought if you happened to be and we, missed it in some way, 
you. might enlighten us on the subject. 

Mrs.- Biber. I would be glad to be helpful to you, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then, let me ask you what the plans of the Com- 
munist Party are, regarding Dorothy Healey’s retention as the leader 
of the Communist Party in. this area? Now you can be helpful. 

Mrs. Biber. That is quite a question; I decline to answer that 
, question. 

i Mr. Tavenner*. You are very helpful. That is all. 

The Chairman. No further questions. We will recess until 2 
o’clock. 

(Members present: Representatives Walter and Moulder.) * 

(Whereupon, at 12:05 p.m., Wednesday, September 3,. 1958, the 
committee recessed, to reconvene at 2 p:m. of the same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION— WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1958 

The hearing was resumed at 2:20 p.m., pursuant to the recess. 

(Committee members present: Representatives Walter and 
Moulder,) 

The Chairman. The hearing will be in order. 

"Will you, raise your right hand, please ? 

Dp you swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth,: 
the whole, truth, andnothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Gavron. I do. 

The Chairman. Sit down. 

TESTIMONY OP JOSEPH I. GAVRON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ROBERT J. SCHMORLEITZ 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Gavron. Joseph I. Gavron. • 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name ?• 

Mr. Gavron. G-a-V-r-o-n, 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noticed that the witness is accompanied by 
counsel, Will counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Schmorleitz. Robert J. Schmorleitz, member of the California 
Bar, offices at 11108 Houston Street, North Hollywood. 

Mr, Tavenner. Where do you reside^ Mr. Gavron? 

MiyGavron. In Sun Valley. 

Mr. Tavenner, What is the address? 

Mr. Gavron. 10447 Lanark Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you bom ? 

Mr, Gavron. I was born in Perth Amboy* N. J;, in 1920, November 1. 

Mr. Tavenner, When did you first come to California to make it 
the place of your permanent residence, if it is the place of your 
permanent residence? 

Mr. Gavron. In 1946. 
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Mr- T avenner, What is jour occupation 1 ? - »V «V 

•Mr. Gavron 1 . I am a salesman; *. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, briefly,- what your 
formal educationaldraininghas been? 1 '< ‘ . 

Mr. Gavron. Well, I went tu elementary school, then to junior’high, 
and ‘was graduated from Mgh school in 1937;; and I went for a period 
of‘3% years to a number of junior colleges in the evening; That is 
the extent of my formal education. ' - ■ _ 

Mr. Tavenner: What has been your record of employment in Cali- 
fornia since your arrival in 1946 ? * « - ' 

Mr. Gavron. I have always Been a salesman. - ^ > ’ - , « 

Mr. Tavenner. Salesman in what type of Work? - - ' ’ ' ' • 

Mr. Gavron. In general food industry. ' • 

Mr." Tavenner. Does this carry you outside of the corporate, limits 
of Los Angeles ? ‘ ■ 

(Witness confers with counsel.) / 1 

Mri. Gavron. May I ask, sir, the pertinency of that question' the 
pertinency of that question relative to the committee hearing? - . ' 

Mr. Tavenner: The peHinfency of .that question’ is that:- the. com- 
mittee. desires -to know to what extent you have been available in the 
Southern District' of California for carrying on! presently the^work 
of the Communist Party in- this area; and the fact that your duties 
eonfine you to the city of Los Angeles or whether it is over a- broader' 
area is certainly pertinent in following the committee’s .investiga- 
tion of the present activities and purposes* of, the present activities 
of the Communist Party in tills area. ' « 1 ■ t ‘ » 

(Witness confers with counsel.) ‘ 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, T respectfully decline, to answer that- question 
on the, grounds of the first and nfth amendments and' also, on the 
grounds of pertinency. ' ' ' . ■ , 1 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you relying 1- oh- that part of the fifth! amend-' 
ment which has to do- with the giving of' -testimony against yourself 
or the self-incrimination- section of the fifth amendment? ' ’ 

(Witness confers with cOunseh) ' ■ ‘ ' /' :, ' '* f 

Mr. Gavron. I am relying pn the .entire fifth- amendment, which 
includes, of course, the sectiomthat you just stated'. , - ’ .’ 

Mr: Tavenner: Do you honestiy ' apprehend that adtrutltful an*- 
swer to the question I asked ’you would tend to' incriminate you?'' y ' ' 
Mr. Gavron.: Sir) I have already- ‘'given my answer to that ‘‘ques- 
tion. ' 1 ■" \ r< ‘ • 

The Chairman. Tou have ‘not answered this question. /Answer 
the question, ‘ ‘ ‘ ' ‘ '• ' 

' Mr. GAvron. I answer the question; sir, on the same grounds that 
I have previously stated. , , • ' • : ‘ 

The. Chairman. El other words, you refuse to answer -the question 
on the grounds tMt you have stated?/ ’ ■_ . - ' 'ft 

•* Mr. Gavron.’ That is correct.sir. ,/ ’ '' ’V ' i"' 

The Chairman. All right:' ’ ' ‘ if -‘i 

Mr.- Tavenner. I think, Mr. Chairman, in light df the ^witness’ ’re- 
fusal to answer a plain question which is addressed to the real Motive 
of his refusal to answer, that hq shouldbe directed 'to .afis'wer. ■ ; . 

TheCHAiRjfAN. I have directed, hi into answer. •' fX f ’ 

Mid Tavenner. You understand you. have' been directed' to ! aiisw§r 
the question.? - 1 : ”* ' ■ v. . t >’ n’l" 1 . 
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(Witness confers with counsel-} 

Mr* Gavron. For the record, I have refused to L answer the question 
on the grounds that I have previously stated, based on the first and 
fifth amendments of the Constitution, and I refuse to answer this 
question on the same grounds. 

Mr* Tavenner. Mr* Gavron, during the course of this hearing and 
the investigation made by the committee prior to the hearing, it has 
been ascertained that a new organizational setup has been made for 
the Communist Party in the State of California. The State of Cali- 
fornia has now been divided into two districts, one being the South- 
ern District of the Communist Party of California, which we un- 
derstand has a district council composed of 62 members. 

Are you a member of that council? 

Mr* Gayron*, I respectfully, sir, refuse to answer the question on 
the grounds of the first amendment to the. Constitution, supplemented 
by the fifth amendment. 

Mr* Tavenner: The committee understands that the first organiza- 
tional meeting of the newly established ^strict occurred on April 13 
andli, 195?, and at this meeting the chairman of this district, Doro- 
thy Healey, made a rather extended report on trade -union matters, 
the Jewish question, the’ People’s World, and numerous other sub- 
jects. Among the items covered by her report was a. section relating 
to youth; 

Byve you been particularly interested in Communist Party ac- 
tivities within youth groups ? 

Mr* Gavron* Sir, I respectfully decline to answer the question on 
the grounds of the first amendment and the. fifth amendment. 

Mi\ Tavenner* Have, you read the section of Dorothy Healey’s 
report on youth? 

‘Mr. Gavron. Sir, I again respectfully decline to answer this ques- 
tion both on the grounds of the first amendment to the Constitution, 
supplemented by the fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner: Have you not, for a long period of time, been inter- 
ested actively in various phases of the youth movement at the instance 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr: Gavron. Againy sir, I respectfully decline to answer that-ques- 
tion on the grounds of the first amendment to thcConstitution as well 
as the fifth amendment to theOonstitution. 

Mri Tavenner. Mr, Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence a .ther- 
mofax; copy of the February 16, 1948, issue of People’s World and ask 
that.it bemarked (C Gavron Exhibit Ho* 1J* 

The Chairman* It will be made a part of the record* 

(Document marked “Gavron Exhibit Ho* 1,-’ and retailed in com- 
mittee files*) ^ ^ 

Mr. Tavenner* This, excerpt includes an article entitled, “Army 
Draft Protest Set Tonight*’’ It announces the speakers who were to 
appear on this program, and the last one mentioned is Joseph Gavron, 
American: Youth tor Democracy hoard member*: 

Were you correctly described there as a board member of the 
American Youth for Democracy? 

(Document handed to witness.), 

Mr* Gavron. Sir, I respectfully decline to answer the question both 
on the grounds of the first amendment to pur Constitution, supple* 
mentedby the fifth amendment to our Constitution. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Have you also been active in the work of the Labor 
Y outhLeague in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds both of the first amendment to our Constitution, supple- 
mented by the fifth amendment to our Constitution. . 

Mr. Tavenner. It is our understanding from the records of the. 
Sixteenth National Convention of the. Communist Party, held in 
New York February 1957, that generally speaking the work of the 
Communist Party in youth groups Was failing, or- at least that they 
Were being unsuccessful, in attracting the attention of the youth of 
the country as-it had hoped; to do. , , 

You are familiar with that, are you not ? 

Mr. Gavron. i again, sir, respectfully ref use to answer the question 
both on the grounds of the first and fifth amendments; 

Mr. Tavenner. Has this not led to the disbandment of- the Labor- 
Youth League of America, which is, of course, a cited organization, . 
cited as a Communist organization?- 

Mr.. Gavron. Again, sir, I respectfully decline to answeivthe ques- 
tion, based both on the , grounds of the first amendment to our Consti-- 
tution as well as on the grounds of the fifth amendment to our 
Constitution. , • 

’Mr. Tavenner.- Aren’t you involved now in a plan of the Communist 
Party to extend and renew its activities among youth ? 

e Mr. Gavron. Again, sir, I respectfully decline to answer the. ques- 
tion-, based on the grounds of the first amendment to 'the Constitution 
as well as the fifth amendment to the: Constitution . * . . 

. Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee the benefit of what 
knowledge you- have of the present plan of the Communist Party to. 
extend its activities among youth or in youth fields ? . . 

Mr. Gavron. Again, sir, I, respectfully decline- to answer the quesr 
tion, based on the first amendment to the Constitution as well as fb« 
fifth amendment to the Constitution. ' , 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you, at any time, engaged in work within the 
Independent Progressive Party of California at the instance' of the 
Communist Party? That is,' work .carrying on Communist Party 
activities within that group ? -r • 

Mr. Gavron. Again, sir, I respectfully decline to answer .the ques- 
tion, based on both the first amendment, to the Constitution^. -as well as 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment to our Constitution.' ■ • 

Mr . Tavenner. Mr;. Chairman, I offer in evidence s photostatic- copy 
of -the petition to participate in the primary election Junes 1, 1918, of" 
the Independent Progressive Party of California and- ask that it be, 
marked “Gavron Exhibit No.*.2.” ' _ - 

The :Ch airman . It will be put in the record. * - - 

(Document marked “Gavron Exhibit No. 2,” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) ' , ■ - * . 

Mr. Tavenner 1 . At the end.of this.petitioig which lists a number of 
names-as petitioners, there is an.affidavit in the name of J oseph Gavron 
regarding the circulation of the petition. 

- Mr. Gavron, will you examine this affidavit and state whether or not 
the signature appearing there is yOur genuine signature ? ; 

Mr; Gavron.. Sir 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) - - 
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Mii Gavron; Sii^ I respectfully decline to answer that question, 
based on the first amendment to our Constitution as well as the fifth: 
amendment to our Constitution^ 

Mr, Tavenner, Mr. Gavron, there has been introduced in evidence, 
during the course of this heating, a letter of grievances signed by 22 
persons, under date.of December 14, 1957, and directed to the National 
Committee Of'tliei Communist Party. This letter is quite a severe 
indictment'of the leadership, the present leadership of the Communist 
Pftrtyyon.a national level. 

According to the committee^ information, we are able to identify 
the names of those who signed that lettek The full names of some are 
given. In other instances, only the first name and. middle initial. 
In some instances, only tile first name is given. We find here, for 
instance, the name of t( Joe, !? with the designation of the Communist 
Party unit of which he was a member as “Valley 22.” 

* Will ypu\state whether or hot that was your method of signing this 
letter of grievances? 

Mr* Gavron. Sir, I respectfully' decline to answer the question, 
based upon the grounds of the first amendment to our Constitution, 
supplemented by the fifth amendment to our Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did yon sign it? 

Mr* Gavron. I have already answered the question, sin I will 
answer it again. 

I do respectfully decline toanswer it, based on the constitutional 
grounds -of the first amendment to oiir Constitution as well as the 
fifth amendment to ourConstitution, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party of 
the Southern District of California on December 14, 1957? r 

Mr. Gavron. I again, sir, respectfully refuse, decline to answer 
the. question, based on the first and fifth amendments to our Con- 
stitution. 

Mr* Tavenner. That letter of protest or letter of grievances was 
replied to by Dorothy Healey. She circulated her reply in writing 
on the 9th; day of March 1958, among the 62 members of the District 
Council of the Communist Party for the Southern District of Cali- 
fornia. ' ' - 

Did you receive a copy of that reply? 

Mr. GAVRoN.'Sir, I respectfully decline to answer the question, 
based on both the first and fifth amendments to our' Constitution. , 

Ml'; TAYENNERt The reply apparently did not persuade the majority 
of those who signed the letter of grievances or, rather, it may have 
persuaded the majority, but not all of those who signed the letter of 
grievances, for on March 26, 1958, a letter of resignation was signed 
by a number of persons, directed to the National Committee of the 
Communist Party. Did you sign any such letter? 

We do not find your name; I will state it fairly that we do not find 
your name or anything^indicating the presence of your name on the 
letter of resignation* But have’ you signed any resignation^ whether 
on that date or any other date, as a- member -of the Communist Party? 

(Witness ^confers with his .counsel) 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, I respectfully 'decline to answer the' .question^ 
based on the grounds of the first amendment and the fifth amendment 
to r our Constitution. 
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'Sir/ Tavenneic, Now, having' ’studied/ tlife letter of grievances to 
which your name' is attached, I am convinced that you do hot agree 
with leadership of the- Communist Party oh a national level. 
I am father persuaded to think? that you 'are not how- a f member* of 
the Communist Party. Why .do you not give the fa6t£? * ; 

fe it true that you aref riot now 'a member of the 1 Ck^nlmuirist'Paa^?* 
1 Mr/ Gavron. Sit, you have a number of questions involved in the 
last statement, SO if you would 1 ^-- ^ kS *' •/'’* b i% 

Mr. TavennerV Jrist' answer the last one; 'You are hot how a mem- 
ber of the Commtmist Party, are you ? ' . ' * : T r • * • ' f - • 

1 Mr. Gayron. I am' hot a member Of the Comimihist Paffyr * 

’ Mf.TXvjsNNJSRt’ I thought hbt % 'And you arehidtdt member'h^ciitiSe 
you disagreed with the leadership of the- Commuiiist Party, did you 
not? * ,J * 4 * " * '* /’ J * ‘ v 

• Mr: Gay#on. I respectfully decline to ‘-answer the 'question/ based 
oii tile , $vsi andfif th Amendments to our Constitutiori, • 4 : -* ' 1 \ 

■Mi-. Tatonnihr: As a practical matthr,-4ff.:Gavrbri,' themembers>of' 
this committee understand these problems. You are not fooling Any- 
body by sayirig that you are not a meitiber’noW but riot laying any- 
thing about -nayiiig resigned"? roni the Communist’ Party. There ban 
only be pile? fair, reasonable inference from yOur testimoiiy. * Now, 
why 1 do you not give, the 'ComirS'tte6 J tM full' facts in regard f o it 1 ?- 
We have 1 important matters tcrask yoiv that are certainly within yoXTr, 
knowledge. * * , « ' 1 

Why- are you not frairib with' this group ; and tell theifi/'the facts)* 
instead of trying to play a game wftn the committee? - > Ii , • L 

Mr. Gavron. Would the : counsel- kindly rephrase ' thb<'question? ^ 

Mr. Tavenner, Yes. Why do you continue to ;play- game- With 
the committee and refuse to Answer a question which r el ates/to im- 
portant matters that tills 1 committee wants- to learri about-? ‘ ’ ' * 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, I respectfully suggest 1 that I -am riot playing a 
game with the committee, ? alid have imthe pkst and Will coriiiriueto, 
during the process of the^ hearing, -answerthe' questions or declirie? 
to answer the 'questions in as'prop'er'and resperitfura- mannei-as J j can: 
Mr; Tavenner. Yes, I am impressed with. that. I am impressed', 
with your respectful attitude. Aiid s I* fchrnk yq\; Want to^tell* this 
committe'e’ tlie fa^ts. M Wily dbii’t you do it?’ What' is /there to 'pre- 
vent you from doing .it? r< Is fliei'e ariy fear 1 of h&v£ there beeri/ahy- 
threats of any character that 'Would influence you” . k . . t: ' ’ t 
(Witness confer^ with his counsel.)'' ' ' ' \ A* . i* 

‘ M*wGAV£on. It is/ Sir, my feeling that iri regard to 1 the general 
areas protected by the first amendment relative to association, free-" 
dbm of -speech -and* press, 1 political persuasion, tli'at -these 1 areas 1 ¥re’ 
quite specifically protected -from inquiry from a 'Congressional corii-* 
mittee, and it is for this reason that I respectfully refrain ffom-di^- 
cubing jt mattefs that falHnto'this general c&tbgbryh ' - i‘. 1 * :r 

'^Mr. *Pavrn^^ Although' ; y our name is # riot subscribed as 1 oneWxf 
those who signed the letter of resignation, did you Jater^subScribe 1 
toit 1 , in any form^by way of %tpp3/6val? ; # W ” ' i# ’ v . " 

Mr. Gavron’. Sir, I respectfully dedme^to Answer the 1 question/ 
‘based ori 'the ‘firstjameridriierit to our -'Con stitution 'and the fifth amehd- 
ment to our Constitution. - - 

* ..‘'t r..- b W. >1 -V: x •' , «• ■ r **.' 

38253 — 59 — pt. 1 7 
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Mr . Tavenner. Now, having ascertained that you are no longer 
a member of the Communist Party and having the informa- 
tion of which I have spoken regarding your former Communist Party 
membership and the signing of your name as one of those who opposed 
the leadership of the Communist Party in the letter of grievances, 
and coupled with your continual refusal after having, every oppor- 
tunity to give us an explanation, I am left with no possible conclusion 
in the matter other than this which appears in the letter of grievances 
which you signed. There is a recommendation in this letter asking 
that the present structure of the Communist Party be made more 
flexible so that membership in the present type of party club is not 
necessarily a requirement for adherence to the Communist Party. 
You understand what I mean ? 

Mr. Gavron. I believe I understand whatyou justsaid. 

Mr. Tavenner. In .other words, here is; a request or, rather, a state- 
ment of grievances signed by you which is asking the privilege of not 
being, organizationally speakings a member of the Communist Party, 
butyet 

( Witness confers with counsel.). . 

Mr . Tavenner. But yet one who adheres to the organization. 

Now, doesn’t that mean that as far as you are concerned — I will 
not ask about other people in regard to it, but only as to you — that, 
you are just as much a member of the Communist Party today in 
Carrying out its objectives as you were before this letter of grievances 
was sent forth except that you are not, organizationally speaking, a 
dues-paying member? 

You are nodding your head with approval. 

Mr. Gavron. Sir , 

Mr. Tavenner. And I assume you agree to that. 

Mr. Gavron. Ho, Sir. I would like to say that your reference 

(Counsel confers with witness. ) 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, you made reference to the signature to a letter of 
grievances, allegedly mine. I made no such statement in recognition 
of any signature or letter.. The assumption that the name is mine is 
yours to make. 

The. Chairman. Wasityours? . 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, I respectfully declined to answer the question in 
a previous statement put forwarctto me by counsel., 

The Chairman. Ask another question, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Y ou have not answered the question. 

The Chairman .; Of course he has not. Go ahead and ask another 
cue., . 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now an adherent to the Communist Party 
organization although not, organizationally speaking, a dues-paying 
member ? 

Mr. Gavron. I respectfully, Counselor, decline to answer the ques- 
tion based on the grounds of the first and fifth amendments to our 
Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. And do you apprehend that a truthful answer to 
that question might tend to incriminate you,? 

Mr. Gavron. I have, sir, respectfully indicated my answer to the • 
question. _ . 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr,. Chairman. 
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The Chairman. Any questions? 

Mr. Moulder. Just one question, Mr. Chairman. 

, Did you know that this committee is. striving to secure through 
witnesses all the information it possibly can to assist the committee 
in formulating legislation to protect our national security ? . Do- you 
hare any knowledge or information concerning the act of any person 
within the Communist Party which is subversive or which endangers 
our national security ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) , • 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, I have no knowledge of any individual who is a 
threat to the security of our country. - 

Mr; Moulder. Have you yourself been guilty of committing any 
a acts, subversive acts or conduct, which might endanger our national 

security or present system or form of Government? 

Mr, Gavron, Sir, I say most unequivocally that I ‘have not ever 
committed any illegal acts, and in regard to the general reference to 
. subversive, I would need a more definitive explanation of the term, 

sir. ■ • , 

' Mr. Moulder. Well, then, your answer causes mg to ask- you this 
question: How can you, in good faith, .claim the provisions of the fifth 
amendment s By answering the questions/in that way you areplacing 
yourself in the position of being subjected to prosecution, when you 
say you have not. violated any law or committed any act of disloyalty 
which is a threat to our national security. Then how.jlo you claim 
the provisions of the fifth amendment in answering questions which 
were propounded by counsel — that to answer might tend to 'incrimi- 
nate you and.'subject you to prosecution? * * : 

- 'Mr. Gavron. I respectfully suggest -.that. the concept -of the fifth 
• amendment is indeed not a shield for the guilty but rather, in fact,, 

a shield for the innocent; and it is in that , sense and in that, regard 
that I' claim the fifth amendment in response to the questions' put for- 
ward to me by counsel. 

The Chairman. That is the modern concept of the fifth amendment, 

Anything further, Mr. Taverniers? 

Mr. Tavbnner. Yes, sir, one question. Are you at this time a 
member of the 22d Congressional District unit of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, Ic respectfully decline to answer the question, 
based; bn the first and the fifth amendments; 

* Mr. Tavenner. Just a, moment ago;, a little whiles ago,- yomsaid you 
■were not at the present' time a member of the Communist Party- 
< Maybe you misunderstood my question; This is almost the same 
. thing, -when I asli you whether you are)a member of a particular unit 
~ of the Communist Party" at this time. Do^ you understand what I 

' mean? 

Mr. Gavron. Yes, sir. ' ■ v • ' , 

(Witness confers with counsel.) * • 

Mr. Gavron. Sir, would you, kindly repeat the last question*? 

Mr; Tavenner. Yes. Are you at this time 1 a member of the 22d 
Congressional District unit of the Communist Party?. , 

• Mr. Gavron. Sir, in the question, rather put forward to me byyou 
:i relative to membership in the - Communist Party- where I answered 

negatively, I again answer I do not belong nor am I a member of the 
Communist Party. . . 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of that unit of theCommiihist 
Party .at any time in March of 1958 ?' 

Mr. Gavron. Sir,. I respectfully decline to answer the- question, 
base'd oil the grounds 1 -of the first amendment, supplemented by the 
fifth. - 

Mrp Tavenner'. There was a very important (meeting of the-district 
council of the- Communist Party on the 27 th of ’'July 1958'. So' I 
would like to ask you whether or not at any time during the month 
of J uly 1958 you were a member of the 22d' 'Congressional District 
Unit of theCommunjst Party ? ■ • 

_ Mr. Gavron. Sir, I again respectfully decline to answer the; ques- 
tion, based oil the 'first and fiftlr ^amendments to oil” Constitution. 

Mr, Taybnneu. 1 Although you Say you are not a 'member 1 of the 
Communist Party today, which is the 3d day of September, were you 
'a m'embfer of the Communist Party on the 1st day of September .1958 ? 

Let' me correct that by saying : Were you a member of the 22d Con- 
gressional . District unit of the Communist Party on the 1st day- of 
September of this year, just 2 or 3 days ago? 

Mr. Gavron. 'Sir,- 1 respectfully decline to’ answer the question, 
based onboth the' first and the' fifth amendments -to- the Constitution..’ 
Mr. TaIunkeu. 'You Pee- that makes Us question your good faith in 
your denial of Communist' Party membership. Did youi determine 
that you 1 were no longer* a member Of 'the Communist Party, when, 
you appeared in this' 'building to 'attend this hearing?’ Was- that 
thetime you ceas'ed'to become, a member % 

■ ' Mr.' (xAvrb.v. I respectfully give the same answer, sir, that I gave 
a moment ago, based on the first and fifth amendments, . * . * ■ 

Mr: 'i?AVEN ; NER. Let us come- to the point. Were you a member of 
the Communist Party when you 1 entered -the door tokhis-hearkig room 
‘immediately- prior totalling the Witness stand ?; a h 

Mr. 'Gavron.' The sairte answer to' the- question j sir. < I decline to. 
answer it, respectfully decline, on the grounds of the first and fifth 
amendments. ' ■ ’ ' ' 

The Chairman. Isthatall,Mr.’TaYeimei?? • ._ r 

• Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. " 

" The Chairman. The witnesses excused. ■ ■ ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Call Esther Sokolow. 

- The CirAiRii'AN, Will yOu raise your right hand, please!? 

Dp you swear the testimony youi are about to give willnbe the 
fruthj the whole truth, arid nothing' but- the truth, soJielp you God? 1 
■ Mrs. SokoSOw. I do. 1 ' ■ 1 

TESTIMONY OP ESTHER.. GOLDIE. SOKOLOW, ACCOMPANIED BY 

• ‘ : ' • I! ■' • COUNSEL, AD WIRIK • 

Mr. Tayenner. What is your name, please? , . > ■ 

Mis. Sokolow. Esther Sokolow*. , . 

Mr. Tayenner. Will you spell your last name ? ■ 

Mrs.- S okolow: S-o-li-o-l-o-w. 

Mr. T a Venn nil. Do youhave a middle name;? 

Mil’s. ‘S okolow, No, I don’t. < - 1 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that your married name?- .. 
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.* Mrs. Sokolow: ^(Dk, iwait^minute. I had a middlehamePnce. ^ It 
Was Crbldie, Gk6d-cl-i=§: ; >1 never- use iL . - « 

Mi 4 . Yavenner.* I§ that your married haihfe orybpi 4 inaideix hafti£? 1 
M^. : Sokolow; My marrieduiame. ■ - 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your name prior to marriage ? 7 ' » 

Mrs. Sokolow. I am afraid I ‘won’t Be able to answer that question 
under the fifth amendment. * ■> 1 hi* 

Mr. Tavenner; It is noted that the witness is accompanied by^oun- 
sel, Mr. AlWirin,:a hiember oh the Los Angeles Bar. " f V 

Where were you born ? - •> ' * ■ “ 5 •• * . 

Mrs. Sokolow> Cincinnati, vOliio/ t < * * 

* Mr. Tavenner; What day ? - - > ' 1 ( • y : * * ■ . * 

Mrs. Sokolow. April 1, 1902. * - % ^ f < ' * , 

' MrlTAVENNER. Wheridid you first come .to California to make it 
your permanent place of residence? * - ' * » - * ' I * * ** 

Mrs. Sokolow. Let’s see. I was brought here — I -can’t remember 
whether it was 1910 or 1911, one- of those 2 years. ^ 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession? . ■ ‘ 

Mrs.. Sokolow. I am a social worker. . - > ' ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been .engaged in the work of any pro- 
fession? ' •* . 

Mrs. Sokolow. Yes. Idaught for* a short while. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time ?. < •. f * * 

. Mrs. Sokolow. 19— one semester in 1928 and one, semester in T 924, 
•andTwas on the substitute list for about 2 years, but I didn’t f get called 
very often. ’ v * s - - L < 

* Mr. Tavenner. When was that? - ‘ 1 

' ‘Mrs. Sokolow. Immediately following— noj wait a minute^— 1927— 
I don’t lemember those 1 dates, luptol928C v< • * *• - ' *7 ***' t 

(Counsel confers with witness.) - < 

Mr. Tavenner. 1928? '***'. " 

Mrs. Sokolow. I think that was the-date that I terminated being' on 
‘ the substitute list. r v 7 / ’ * * '" * * 

Mr. Tavenner. ©id you apply for a teaching position in any more 
fecehtperiodthkhdhat? ■ ’* ' t f ' f * 

Mrs: Sokolow. Not for teaching. s s • * 1 > 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you apply for ? . * w ' 

Mrs. Sokolow^ Well, I will telLyoil, T -think I had better lake the 
fifth on that. ~ ' ■ * J 'r J 

Mr. Tavenner. You say you think y ou should ? Won’t you "change 
your mind and tell us the facts ? t * ‘ . * ^ '•*" 

Mrs. Sokolow. “No'; I think ‘maybe I had’ better take* the fifth on 
that: ‘ * •' • • . ‘ ' 

Mr.- T avenner. Doyoutake the-fifthamendment? * 

Mrs. Sokolow. I do. • ’ - **-••• * ‘ ‘ * r ' 

Mr. Tavenner. And by taking’the fifth 4 amendment, do you mean 
to state that if ‘ybu gave a* -truthful answer, it might tend to Incriminate 
you? , ‘ . : 

s Mfs/ SbkdLOw. It miglit. It wouldn’t incriminate nle. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the definition of the fifth amendment. 

Mrs. Sokolow. But -it might open me up to prosecution, and my 
lawyer — — '* 

'(Counsel conferswith witness;) ■ ■ . ! * 
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Mrs. Sokolow. And my lawyer tells me that that is incrimination, 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us briefly what your formal educa- 
tional training has been? 

Mrs. Sokolow. Well, I have a B.A. and about 3 years of graduate 
work, including a master’s in English. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what school did you receive your B.A. degree 
and do your master’s work? 

Mrs. Sokolow. The B.A. was from the University of California 
in Berkeley. The master’s is from Occidental College. , ' 

Mr. Tavenner. What year? 

Mrs. Sokolow. Let me see. June of 1925, 1 got tlie master’s. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that more recently you have been a social 
worker. Over what period of time specifically and where? 

Mrs. Sokolow. A long time. But as I told you before, Mr. Taven- 
ner, with respect to that — just a minute. 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Wirin. May the.question be Lead ’to the witness? 

The Chairman. Bead the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will restate the question. 

Over what period of time have you been engaged in social work or 
welfare work? 

Mrs. Sokolow. You know, I am just wondering, that doesn’t seem 
too pertinent to me, and I am afraid I am going to have to take the 
fifth on that. 

The Chairman. Don’t you be afraid. Are you going to invoke the 
fifth amendment,? Do you invoke the fifth amendment? 

Mrs. Sokolow. Oh, yes, I do. 

Mr.. Moulder. May I interpose this question? Are you now em- 
ployed by the city government or State government in that capacity-, 
as a social worker? 

(Counsel confers with witness.) 

Mr. Wirin. May I speak to the witness ? 

The Chairman. Yes, you may. 

Mrs. Sokolow, May I ask you to repeat that question ? 

Mr. Moulder. Are you now employed by. the city government or- the 
county, State, or Federal Government as a social worker or in any 
other capacity ? 

Mrs. Sokolow. I ask to be excused, from this question. You see, 
the committee knows where I work. 1 was served / 

The Chairman. Your request to be excused is not adequate. You 
are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Sokolow. I asked to be excused on the basis 1 

The Chairman. I already said you would not be excused from an- 
swering the question, and I am directing you to answer the question 
that Judge Moulder just propounded. 

Mr. Wirin. May she state the reasons why she cannot answer the 
question? She has not finished her answer, Mr. Walter. She has be- 
gun to state the reasons. 

The Chairman. No, she did not at all. She said she wanted to be 
excused. 

Mr. Wirin. This was her way of beginning to state her reasons. 
May she continue? 

The C hairman . Just say you are not going to answer it and then 
tell us why. 
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Mrs. Sokolow., I cannot answer because, first, you know where I am 
employed. I was served there. Secondly, I work for a very reputable 
agency and I do not want to embarrass my employers. 

The Chairman. Why would it be embarrassing to your employers? 

Mrs. Sokolow. It would be embarrassing to my employers, and also 
I really don’t want to lose my job. 

Mr. Wiein. Just one second. 

(Counsel confers with witness.) 

Mr. Wirin. She wants to answer your question a little niore fully. 
She hasn’t answered your inquiry. • ’ 

The Chairman. Can we. assume from that that you.are not employed 
by the.Government or any subdivisionthereof ? 

Mrs. Sokolow. You may assume thereof. 

The Chairman. Now we are. making a little progress. Go ahead* 
Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member at any time of the Communist 
Party in the Silver Lake area? -• J 

Mrs. Sokolow. I decline to answer on the'basis of the fifth amend- 
ment and oil the basis that it is hardly pertinent. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you not expressed a disagreement with the 
-.present leadership of the Communist Party in its methods of 
operation? 

Mrs. Sokolow- I decline to answer on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of a disagreement, haven’t you now 
resigned from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wirin. Mi*. Lloyd Wright has just come into the room. 

The Chairman. Please sit down, Lloyd. That is all right.. *■ 

Go ahead. 

Mr. Wirin. Mr. Wright’s presence is- not in connection with this 
present interrogation ? 

Mr. Tavenner.' Not at all. 

Mr. Wirin. He is here with regard to representation in a possible 
litigation? 

Mrs. Sokolow. Your question was 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was-: Haven’t you resigned from the 
Communist Party because of the opposition to the Communist Party 
leadership and the view that it is now ineffective ? 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mrs.. Sokolow. I refuse to answer on, the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment and pertinency. 

Mr. Tavenner. We understand that you are not a member of the 
Communist Party. . 

Mrs. Sokolow. Same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. . ' 

The Chairman. The witness is excused. 

We will take a few minutes’ recess. . 

(Committee' members present: Representatives Walter and 

Moulder.) 

(Short recess.) 

(Committee members present: Representatives Walter and Moul- 
der.) 


114 


COMMUNISM IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 


The. Chairman.; Will you raise your right hand, please? , Dp you 
swear the testimony you are about . to . give will be . the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing byt the truth, so lieip you Cod? 

1 Mi\ 'Ishihara. I do. , 

TESTIMONY OF SAKAE ISHIHARA, ACCOMPANIED. BY' COUNSEL; 

AL WIRIN r • * 

Tavenner. .What as your name? . ■ 

Mr. Ishihara.. S akae Ishihara. , ■ ( , 

Mr. Tavenner. How do;you .spell your name? . , 

Mr. IsHiHARAi Cadc-a-e i-sdi-irh-iiTr-a,. . 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted for the record that Mr, Al Wirin', a 
niember of the California Bar .and engaged in practice in Los Angeles, 
accompanies the witness. " 

, Where, dp you reside, Mr.. Ishihara? 

Mr. Ishihara. In Los Angeles. ‘ , , . t '■ * 

Mr,. Tavenner. What address ? , , 

(Witness confers with 'counsel.), ,. * 

Mr.- Ishihara. 4205:M an dalay Drive. . , , 

Mi’. Tavenner. When and where were you -born ? 

Mr. Ishihara. Born April 20, 1921, in Dominguez, Calif. 

, Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? , 

Mr. Ishihara. Printer. , , 

Mr, Tavenner; Will you tell the committee briefly what your formal 
educational training has been? , . - 

Mr. Ishihara.:' U raduate from higli school and 2 years of univer- 
sity training. , _ < * * ’ ... . - 

Mr. Tavenner. Sow long have you lived in Los Angeles? 

; Mr. Ishihara, 12 years, . 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand you have a very outstanding war 
record. What was the period of your service inthe Armed Forces 
of the United States? 

Mr. Ishihara. Since January of 194S to February of 1916, t 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not in the 442d Infantry were you? _ 
Mr, Ishihara. No. I was in the military intelligence in the Pacific 

as a language interpreter and interrogator, . 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr, Ishihara, the committee is inquiring into cur- 
rent Communist Party activities in Los, Angeles resulting from a 
reorganization, of the Communist Party in this area. 

The committee has information that the first, convention or the 
organizational convention of the, present Southern District op the 
Communist Party of California was held hi Los Angeles on April 13 
and 14, 1957. We have information that you attended that con- 
vention. Are we correct in that? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) , < 

Mr. Ishihara. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth, amend- 
ment. I dpn’t know how, pertinent that is t,Q what you mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if there is doubt about the pertinency, I 
think the pertinency will clearly appear from this question 
According to the committee’s information, Dorothy Healey, the 
chairman of the Communist Party for the Southern District of 
California, at the convention, made a report on numerous questions 
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pursuant tocher duties as a member of the National Coinmittee^oi 
the Communist Party; and 1 one of the subjects upon wliich she re- 
ported was the youth movement within the Communist Party* 

Now, as preliminary to the questions to you about the youth move- 
ment of the Communist Party, my first question was whether you 
were th6re and heard the’ report, H v 1 - 

(Witness confers with counsel*) , \ h 

* Mr, ' IsBtchara. Well, I take?— in regards- to^your question, J>re- 
fuse to answer on the fifth amendment, ■ ’ - ■■ -** \ * \*yi f ■ 

■Mr. Tavennjgr* By the' fifth* amendment' ai^e you ref earing, to that 
part of the fifth amendment Telatihg to'self dncrimiiiatioil^* ' 
Mr.TsHiHARA; Te$. . 1 ,l -‘ ’ ’ \ *• - *■** \ 'Y' 

fiMrl TAvenner> When you received your discharge from tli^ Armed 
Forced of th& United States, 'did you immediately come to the area 
of ; Los Angeles? J * * ■/ " - > ’ 

Mr, Ishiecara, Well^ I was discharged in Fort D6ifgla^, 'UtahU 1 
Mr. TavennM, Then did you cofrie to' Los Angeles at that tinie? 
r Mri: Ishiharav i I believe I came within a period of aaiiionthl I am 
notsure now ^because my family was still living iii Salt Lake Gity f 
and my brother was here at the time, so I know within a period Of 
a month I was herein Los -Amg^s^ 1 >' 1 . )>u 

Mr. Tatonner; Did you- become affiliated or - reafHliated' with 1 the 
Communist Party after returning, to Los Angeles from your seiwicfe* 
in the Armed Forbes ? f' . i ■ " - * ■ j! * 

Mr* Iseuhara, I refuse to answer that on the fifth affieindmeiit."^ 
Taverner. Did you, at the suggestioii of any Communist-Party 
imit or Communist Party functionary, engage iii ^Communist Party- 
activities in mass organizations or other groups outside the Com- 
munist Party.? . r , A , , / . , 

Mr, Ishihara, I have to refuse that under , the fifth' 'amendment, 
also, , 

The ■ Chaesman* You dp not haye to. You say* “I have* to,” 

Mi\ Ishikarav I ain sorry, * , , L t ^ 

\ The Chairman. Say “I do. >? ■ 3f ■ ■ ■ L h / i * , 

Mr. Ishihara, T am^orry. s / - ■ . . J** m * ^ i ■ ; ■ 

Mr*, Ta^en^er. X offer in evidence a photostatic copy of the Inde- 
pendent 1 Progressive Party of California, ^petition to pfu’ticipatedn 
the primary election. of June 1, J94fr ; signechby a f number -of persons, 
at. the : end of ,wkiqh ,fh$re is. an affidavit regarding the-.circiiiatipn 
of tlie* petition over the name of Sakae Ishihara, * and ask that itSe? 
marked ( Tshihara' ExhibitLNo* l. ,? , _ > , 4 * 

The, Chairman, It will be' marked and. made.a "part .of .the, record, 
(Document marked- “Ishihara Exhibit .No.' and. Retained , iii 

committee files.) \ ’ . r ^ ^ 

Mr. TAysNNER, T^ill, you ■ : at i .f^e-end'r6f tfche 

petition, and; state whether br,i;ot itwassigned by you ? 7 " . .7 r h * r 

(With^ 5 .confpr^,yfitli.comis^ p V ] 1' J \ 

Mr. Tavenner. It is at {the bottom of the. page* .. 7 < j , . ’ n 

. Mr. Ishihara. Ybs,, J see ii^ l' f refuse to answer under ,the -fifth 
amendment,, V. , • . ■*«, 1 i 

, Mr r >Tavenner, -Did you work withdhe Independent progressive 
Party in carrying out Communist Party, directives in the yeai\d948; 
or at any time since that date? ‘ ^ 

Mr* Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 
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. .Mr. TavennEr. I, offer in evidence -a thermo IWeopy of an experpt 
from the Slay 7 , 1948; issue of the People’s World; which contains 
an article entitled' “Southland Nisei Set Up Cpinmittee for Wallace/? 
and ask that it be marked “ishihara Exhibit No:. 2.” 

The Chairman. It may be admitted, and made a part iof the record. 
(Document marked “Ishihara Exhibit No, 2,” and retained in 
committee hies.) 

Mr, Tavenner, This article refers to “a. steering 1 committee of five, 
headed by Sakaye Ishihara.” ' • . . , 

Will you examine it; plfease, .and State ^vhptlier it accurately .de- 
scribes yonas amember of-that-comihittee? . - ■ ’ ■ 

Mr. Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the .fifth amendment. 
Mr. Tavenner, Were you commissioned- to organize within the 
Nisei group an organization known .as, the Nisei Progressives? I 
mean to say were you commissioned by the Communist Party to work 
in the organization of such a group ? 

Mr, Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment, 
Mr. T'.yvkn nee. Mr. Chairman, I offer- in evidence a thermofax 
copy of an excerpt from the January 26, 1949, issue of the People’s 

World- : , 

The Chairman. Is that a Communist organization ? 

Mr. TaVenner. I believe what I will say will throw a little -more 
light on it. , 

The article entitled, “Nisei Group’s Founding Bally On Tonight” 
hasthisto.say: 

h Purpose of tlik conference, as outlined by Cbairinan isMhara, is to 

found a new Nisei political action organization, 

I would like to ask you - , Witness, whether or-not that organization 
was designed to succeed the Committee for Wallace organization in 
whiclvyoir played' an: important'part? 

(Witness confers with his counsel*) 

Mr* Ishihara* I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment/ 

Mr, Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and. ask 
that it be marked “Ishihara Exhibit No* 3.” 

The Chairman, It wilLbemade a part of the record, 

(Document marked ^Ishihara Exhibit No* 3,” and retained in com- 
mittee files * } t . 1 . 

Mr, Tavenner/ I n addition to the activities that I have mentioned, 
were you- active in the Labor Youth Leaguer at the instance of the 
Communist Party ? \ 

Mr* Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment, 

Mr; Tavenner* Wore you aware of the plans of the Communist 
Party in this area regarding the promotion of Communist activities 
among youth? 

Mr* Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the -fifth amendment. 

Mr* Tavenner, Have you been a sponsor of, or participant in, the 
work of the Los Angeles Committee for Protection of Foreign Born? 
Mr* Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment* 

Mr. Tavenner; I desire to offer in evidence a thermofax excerpt 
from the February 2, 1954, issue of the People’s World entitled, 
“Foreign Born Committee Sets Pafley Feb* 28J” aiid ask that it 
belnarked “Ishihara Exhibit No. 4,” 
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. •* 

' The Chairman. TVe will make impart of the record'., 

(Document marked “Ishihara, Exhibit No. 4,”; and retained in -com- 
mittee files.) . . . 

Mr,. Tavenner'. Did yofi attend the conference of February 28, 
1954? ' . 

Mi'. Ishihara. I refuse to answer raider the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Exhibit 447, on page 78.70 of Communist Political 
Subversion issued by the Committee on Un-American Activities, 1 lists 
you. as a sponsor of a conference to defend the rights, of foreign-born 
Americans held by the Los Angeles Committee for Protection of For- 
eign Born on February 7,. 1953. Did you permit your name to' be used 
as a sponsor of that meeting? 

Mr. Ishihara. I refuse to answer under ; the -fifth amendment. * 

Mr; Tavenner. Exhibit 464, on :page 7798 of Communist Political 
Subversion consists of a letterhead of the Lo,s Angeles Committee for 
Protection of Foreign Born. It is dated February .2, 1954. Yon are 
carried on. the letterhead as a sponsor. 

Did'you permit your name to be .used as a sponsor ? „ 

Mr. Ishihara., I refuse to answer — — • 

Mr; Tavenner. And you were . a sponsor ?' . 

Mr. Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the.fifth amendment; .• . 

Mr. Tavenner. Again at page 7901 of the. same" document,- exhibit 
467 carries a letterhead of May 17, 1956,, showing you as a sponsor, 
of the Sixth Annual Conference to. Repeal the Walter McCarran Law 
andfo Defend ItsVictimsr Were you suclx* a sponsor?',; • ; - 

Mr. Ishihara,. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Exhibit 474A, at page 7906 of the same publication, 
is a letterhead of the Sixth Annual Conference to 'Repeal the Walter 
McCarran Law and to Defend Its Victims; Itis dated .March- 8,, 1956. 
You- are carried on this letterhead. as a- sponsor. Were you, such- a 
sponsor?; ■> ■ . >: . ; • , - * ; ■ • ’ • 

Mr. Ishihara. Irefuseto answer on the ^arne .-grounds-. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Exhibit 502A of' the same document-is a 'letterhead 
of the Los Angeles Committee for Protection of Foreign Born.- It is 
■dated February- 24, 19’56, and you are listed as ;a sponsor. Were you 
such a sponsor? 

Mr. Ishihara. Irefuse to answer uhder the fifth amendment., 

Miv Tavenner.’ Are you a ineanber of the Communist Party at this 
time? ! ' • 

Mr. Ishihara. I refuse to ansxver under -thefifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting of the District«Council of 
the Communist Party for .the Southern District of California and 
other functionaries held on the 27th of July 19581? . 

Mr. Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the’fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is our information that you did not attend .such 
a meeting, but did you receive information relating to ! aixy> of the 
views expressed in the reports made at that meeting regarding the 
Soviet Union and* Hungary,, -the ! Soxdet-Uni'bn and the Arabib situa- 
tion, and the .views regarding minority groiips in. this country ? * 

* Mr: Ishihara. I refuse to answer- finder the fifth amendment. 


r 1 See appendix to hearings of Committee oh *Un-American Activities on Communist 
Political Subversion, 1956, ? 84tl> ! Gong.-,' 3d sess.t , 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you a supporter of Dorothy Healey in her Con- 
test within the Organization' for this district? 

Mr. Ishihara. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Youwillmot say which side you are on? 

Mr. Ishihara. Not here. 

. Mr.- 'TavEnNEK.- All right. That’s good enough. 

Mr. IsHiHARA. I do hot know whatyonare talking about. 

Mr. TAvennerI I assume^ then, you expect to be present in October 
when the question is decided? 

'Mr. Ishihara. You seem to know more-aboufcit thanTdo. . • , 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I khow a great ; deal about it. I have no 
further questions. 

Mr. WiriN. May, the witness be excused ? 

The Chairman. I never expected to see Americans of Japanese 
ancestry -testify before this committee. You enj oy a distinction. 

Is there anything further, Mi*. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

The Chairman. The witness is -excused. • ' 

Will you raise your right hand, please? < 

Do you swear the testimony you are about to; give will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and- nothing but the , truth, so help you Cod 1 ? I 

Mr: Burton. I 'do. * * 

The - Chairman . Sit down*. 1 . 

TESTIMONY OF BERNARD BURTON, ACCOMPANIED BY- COUNSEL, 
' AL WIRIN 

Mr; Tavenner. What isy our name, please? 

Mr. Burton. Sir, my name: is Bernard Burton, B-urr-t-o-n. 

Mr. TavenNer. It is noted for the record that the witness- is, accom- 
panied by Mr> A1 Wiring member of the California Bar,, having .his 
offices in the city of Bos Angeles. ‘ > 

Where do you live, Mir. Burton? 

Mr. Burton.. 1811 Baxter Street, Los Angeles. « 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please state -the place .and time pf your 
birth? • 

Mr. Burton. June 10, 1915, Brooklyn, _N.Y. 

' Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation;? 

Mr. Burton. Well, as a result of the work of this committee, I am 
presently unemployed and have been so for the last month. 

■ Mrs Tavenner. What is your occupation? 

Mr«: Burton. I am a proof reader. and a journalist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the. committee, please, a brief state- 
ment of your formal educational training? 

Mr. Burton., I Lad 2years-of college at the College of the City of 
New York, CCNY, . * . 

Mr.. Taven-ner. When wereyouthere? 

Mr. Burton.- 1931 to 1934. Maybe it is 1932' to 1935. 1 can’t be 
sure at this moment; • • . ' . , 

Mr; Tavenner. When did you first come to California to make it 
the place of your business or your residence ? 

. Mr. Burton. September of 195,5. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to that? . 
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. Mr. Burton. , In New York City. • * - • < , 

♦ Ma\ Tavenner; What was.your occupation there? oi 

Mr. Burton. I was an editor; • 1 * ' f . f 

Mr. Tavenner. Editor of what paper ? • *’ 

Mr. Burton. Of the New York Daily Worker; 'C - j ' 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you an editor of the Daily Worker? 
Mr.. Burton. Well, I was with the Daily Worker .a total of— let me 
see -now — it is a, total of almost 9 y ear s,^ and I think for the last 4; or <5 
years, ! was an editor. 8 • > * ' * ' 

* .Miv Tavenner. That would take- you hack to .about 1946 when 

you first went with the Daily Worker ? - * „ ' ■ *" : : \ 

Mr. Burton. That is correct. % • , \ •? * - * 

4 Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that what was the nature of your 'occu- 
pation? ; ' * , < i * : \ 

Mr. Burton. I was still a journalist. I worked on the Baltimore 
Sun. , * i 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you employed -there? 

Mr. Burton. Only a few months. » I left the Baltimore Suirto take 
a trip. That was shortly after my discharge. ! only had a tempo- 
rary job on the Baltimore Sun, waiting for a veteran to -return.* 1 
took a drip, over to California and then when I returned ba'ck East, 

I was offered a job on the Daily Worker; 1 * • * i < 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your employment with the; Baltimore Sun, . 
what was your occupation? # 1 \ 

Mr. Burton. I was still a journalist.; I was in tile service at the 
time, on the Stars and Stripes. , . > 

Mr. Tavenner. Qver what period of time were yon in the armed 
services? * * ~ , ‘ . y . . i „ ' - * i M 

Mr. Burton. I was in the armed -services from March 19.43 to* De- 
. cember of 1945. „ i* . - ‘ ' 

(Counsel confers with witness.) - , , - » 

. » Mr. ^ Tavenner^ What were yomprior to your entry into the service? 

Mr. Burton. First in the service I did not spend my complete time 
on the Stars and Stripes. I had .275 days of front line action, which 
the War Department records will show as, a combat* infantryman. 
Prior to my service I was in upstate New York. , { I - 

Mr. Tavenner. Elmira, N.Y.? . tl . - . t 

Mr. Burton. Part of itwasdri Elmira, N;,Y. . . . . 4J . 1 

Mr. Tavenner. Were your headquarters in Elmira, N/Y. ? 

Mr. Burton. I didn’t have any headquarters. I* lived in Elmira, 
N.3h . i4 i - „ * . , ; ! r ‘ \ < ' r 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you the Communist Party organizer of that 
apea? 4 . _ , , „ ,,f * P ‘ 

Mr. Burton. Yes; I was the Communist Party organizer of that 
area., . ( ' , , , ,/ . . - ’ \ 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time? . * ,.f ^ 

.. Mr. Burton. From 1939.,until my entry, into, the; service.) ^1, don’t 
know what part of 1939. , My/ recollection is if was, the latter pajt of 
1939, ‘ - * 1 * g,) * * * *. »;y - i>r 

: Mr. Tavenner. Were any ox the organizers of HE members lof the 
Communist Party over the area in which youdiad control?. „ , . q t . 

^,Mr. B.urton: Well, I must respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion on tiie grounds that (1) as a matter of morality and conscience I 
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cannot be an informer, No. 2, I don’t believe that names are perti- 
nent to any legislative question. And No. 3, on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. By the fifth -amendment, are you including that 
part of the fifth amendment relating to self-incrimination ? 

Mr. Burton. Yes; I include that, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. Having admitted that he; was .the Communist Party 
organizer at Elmira, N.Y., it certainly is apparent, Mr. Chairman, 
that any right that he may have had to refuse to- answer the question 
on the grounds of self-incrimination is now waived ; and, therefore, I 
request that the witness be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Wirin'. May I state for the record, just briefly, that I have ad- 
vised the witness that under- the present law he - does not waive his 
right to privilege merely by having answered the question as to his 
occupation and as to participation in activities of the Communist Party 
with respect to names. 

The Chairman. Let us ask another question, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Burton. May I merely interject here'? 

The Chairman. There is no question pending. 

Mr. Burton. I am sorryj Mr. Chairman. - 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you* attend the National Training .School set 
up by the National Committee of the Communist Party for the train- 
ing of theoreticians and propagandists in Camp Beacon on the 
Hudson in the spring of 1946 ? • 

(Witness confers with counsel. ) 

Mr. Burton. Yes, I attended that; 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that school -run and operated by -the Commu- 
nist Party as indicated in my question ? 

Mr. Burton. I believe it was, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You know it was, do you not? 

Mr. Burton. Let us see, on concrete information, all I can say is 
I believe it was; I cannot produce any documentary proof to show ' 
that it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first become a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Burton. 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Burton. In Brooklyin, N.Y; No, no, Newburgh, N;Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Newburgh? 

Mr. Burton. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the first Communist Party unit to which 
you were assigned? 

Mr. Burton. As far as I loiow there was one Communist Party club 
in Newburgh, N.Y., and I joined it. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you 
became a member? 

Mr. Burton. I was moved by the depression that then existed in 
the land. It seemed to me that the Communist Party, at the time, 
was filling a vacuum in attempting to do something for the unemploy- 
ment in presenting some kind of a positive program. It was a basic 
reason for my joining the party. 

Mr. Tavenner; What official positions have? you held in the Com- 
munist Party? 
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Mr. Burton.. Well, I don’t know what you mean by official posi- 
tions — members of committees ? - 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us take first members of units or groups or 
commissions of the Communist Party; 

Mr. Burton. Well, I might have held various club offices. As a 
matter of fact, I don’t even remember holding a club office. I have 
been what you call a Communist Party section Organizer, as I testified 
before. 

Mr. TavbnNer. Yes. Over what period of time were you a Commu- 
nist Party organizer ? 

Mr. BurtCn. From 19— wait — 1935- to 1937 first. Latter 'part of 
1935 to 1937,. and then from 1939 to 1943, as I previously testified. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the period* 1935 to 1937, where were you 
located? 

" Mr. Burton. In Newburgh, N.Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. And then* the latter period you were a Communist 
organizer-at what place? 

Mr. Burton. The Elmira-Binghamton area, commonly referred 
to as the southern tier of Yew York: State. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did' I understand that it was from 1939 to 1943 ? 

Mr. Burton; Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your affiliation with the Communist 
Party in the period between the times that y’ou occupied those posi- 
tions which you have described ? 

Mr. Burton; Lwas a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you ? " * . 

Mr. Burton. Up and down in the Pludson Valley. 

Mr. Tavenner. Engaged in what work? 

Mr. Burton. I was an organizer for the CIO Textile Workers'Or- 
ganizing Committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time connected with the’UE as an 
organizer? Y » ‘ 

Mr. Burton. No, I was never connected with the UE. 

Mr. Moulder. Do I understand, that you* are an organizer, solicit- 
ing Communist Party membership within the CIO ? 

Mr. Burton- No, I was a trade union organizer, soliciting workers 
into membership in a trade union. ; > 

Mr. Moulder. In a trade union ? 

Mr. Burton. Yes, sir. ' ' 

Mr. Moulder. Counsel made reference to yoUr being air organizer 
of the Communist Party, as I understand the question: 

Mr. Burton. I understood it to be what was I doing between 1937 
and 1939. : ' 

The Chairman. That is right; 

Mr, Tavenner. That is correct, between the two periods when;fie 
said fie had been a Communist Party organizer. 

Mr. Burton. Yes, that is the way I Understood it. 

Mr. Wirin. He admitted he was a Communist Party organizer-on 
dates other than when he was working for the Textile Workers Union; 

Mr. Moulder. Then you were not a Communist Party 'organizer at 
that time? , - 

Mr; Burton. Not at that time. . ’ 

. Mr*. TAvenner. You were a member of the Communist Party dur- 
ing the time you were an organizer for the textile union ? 1 
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Mr. Burton. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold a position in the Communist Party 
during that period of time? 

Mr. Burton. I don’t recall holding any position. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you :on any commission or committee of the 
Communist Party during that period? 

Mr. Burton. No, I don’tibelieve I was. At least I can’t remember 
being. At a later period I was on a committee but that was pro 
forma.- • , . • , . . 

Mr. Moulder. Was your employment as an organizer .of the “CIO 
the result of your being anactive Communist Party member ? 

Mil;-. Burton. No, I became an organizer of the CIO as a result of 
the participating in the CIO volunteering drive., 

Mr. Moulder. You do not then feel that the Communist Party 
members had any influence in securing your position in the CIO .as - an 
organizer ? : . , . , , , 

Mr. Burton. None that I was aware of, 'because textile was, one 
unipn in which the-Communists had very little influence.- 
The Chairman. Who was the head of that union at that time?. 

Mr. Burton. Atithat time the late Sidney Hillman, 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of any other organizers 
of .the textile union of the CIO while you were- an organizer for that 
organization, who were known by you to be members of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Burton. I must , respectfully decline on previously, stated 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask that the witness be directed to answer? 

The Chairman. You are directed to answer that question. 

■ Mr. Burton. I beg your pardon. I must respectfully decline on 
the same grounds. ■ . 

The' Chairman. You say “must.”. By that you mean “I do”? 

Mr. Burton. I am using “must” in the sense of conscience and 
volition. , 

* Mr. Tavenner. Then I believe you entered the nrmed services' in 
1943? ' . ; 

. Mp., Burton. Yes. , , 

Mr. Tavenner. And you returned and were discharged when ? . 

Mr. Burton. December 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. An honorable discharge, I presume? 

; Mr. : BuRTON. Yes, indeed. ' ’’•< 

Mr. Tavenner. When you returned in 1945, did you again resume 
your activities with the Communist Party ? . 

Mr. Burton. Yes, I rejoined the Communist Party. * „ ! 

Mr. Tavenner. Where and when? i 

, Mr, Burton- In Baltimore. ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the head of the Communist Party in 
Baltimore at that time ? 

. Mr. Burton. I again respectfully decline to answer on the same 
gpounds, 

Mr,. Tavenner. Was.itEarl Reno? 

Mr. Burton. Same answer.- 

Mr. Moulder. May I ask, were you solicited to join at that time or 
did'y ou voluntarily seek -out thedieadquarters of the Communist Party 
to become a member? - 


COMMUNISM m- SOUTHERN' CALIFORNIA AREA 123 

Mr. Burton: I c^n’t really recall.' The ground would have' been — 
the substance would not have made much difference. I mean I was 
willing to go 'back whether I had been solicited,: whether somebody 
came to see me, or whether I went myself. I don’t recall. 

■ Mr. Tavenner. Wefe you still’ on military leave at the time that you 
became a member ? 

Mr. Burton. No, sir. *' ,. 

Mr. Tavenner. Bid you hold any official position in the Com- 
munist Party at Baltimore? 

■Mi*. Burton. No, I did not. * ’ - ' < 

Mr. Taven-ner. Or in. District No. 3, which comprised .the District 
of Columbia and'the State of Maryland ? 

Mr. Burton. I didn’t know that was* the district number. No, I 
didn’t know. > s • 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Mary Markward', the 
treasurer of the Communist Party of that.district ? . * .• 

- Mr.- B urton. I do decline on the same grounds. . 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the Communist Party of Baltimore" at that 
time [engaged in i centralizing its work in the" steel industry in Balti- 
more? 

, Mr. Burton. I don’t know what that -means. I - don’t know what 
you mean- by “centralizing.” '*■ < ; * , • ’* . 

Mr. Tavenner. I mean by that, that it concentrated its effort within 
the steel unions in Baltimore. * ■ < 

Mr. Burton. I don’t really know. r 

Mr. Tavenner.* Wliat type of a cell of the Communist Party was it 
to which you were assigned ? ' •*. 

(Witness: confers with counsel.)- • 

. Mr-.- B urton. Excuse me for a moment. First, I Avas assigned to a 
neighborhood club. ' 

Mr-., Tavenner. What* was theriiame of the club? 

Mr. Burton. I don’t even recall that. I don’t even know if it had 
any.! • . - ' 

Mr. Taatbnner. In what area of Baltimore wn& it located % 

Mr. Burton. -I think that wasdoiown as the Highland area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. What was the next group ? 

; Mr. Burton.- .1 think it wasd/he Steel Club, of the Communist Party. 
Mr. Tavenner. Then, apparently, you know •something about the 
concentration-of effort in. the Steel, industry ?', • ' ‘ 

‘ Mr. Burton. No, I would not knoAV. 

Mr. Tavenner... If you were in the Steel Club of the Communist 
Party? . , , < 

Mr. Burton. I Avas in the Steel Club of the Communist Party be- 
cause for a, short while I was working in a steel mill'. 

-Mr. Tavenner. What mill-? • • * 

Mr. Burton. Bethlehem. ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. How many- composed your .Communist Party unit 
in. Bethlehem Steel? ’ 1 - 

Miy. Burton: I don’t recall that. I just don’t ltnoAv how many there 
wex*e: at. this /late stage. v< ■ ■ • 

. MV. Tavenner. Can you give us>approximately the number? 

Mr. Burton. No,- I -wouldn’t be able to, the reason being that I 
Avorked in Bethlehem Steel about 3 Ayeeks, and as far as I Cain recall, 


38253— 59— pt. X 8 


124 COMMUNISM IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 

I uevei' went to a meeting of the Steel Club. I was asked to be in the 
Steel Club but I never got to one. I left for New York. 

Mr^ Tavenner. You went to New York. In what business did you 
engage there and when? 

Mr. Burton. I went to New York as a reporter for the Daily 
Worker. - * 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that date? 

Mr. Burton. July of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. I assume you were a close friend of J ohn Gates. 

Mr. Burton. I decline to answer that on the same grounds just to 
be- consistent. 

Mi*. Tavenner. And you left the Daily Worker when ? 

Mr. Burton.- August of 1955. 

Mr. Tavenner. And came to California ? 

Mr. Burton. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you left the Daily Worker ? 

Mr; Burton. Yes; 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your reason for leaving the Daily 
Worker? 

Mr. Burton. Well, there was an opening for' a reporter on the Daily 
People’s World here, and I sort of had a hankering to come out to 
California, and I sought to fill that opening. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long were you engaged in work at the 
Daily People’s World? 

Mr. Burton. From September of 1955 to exactly June 10 of 1957, 
when I resigned from the People’s World. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, were you transferred from the Daily Worker 
to the People’s World? Did you know that you were going to receive 
the positiombef ore you left? 

Mr. Burton. Before I left, yes, I knew ; but it wasn’t a transfer. It 
was. two separate papers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Through whom were your arrangements made to 
be employed on the Daily People’s World ? 

Mr. Burton . Well, I guess we get into the same grounds again, then. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it AlKichmond? 

Mr. Burton. I will have to decline to answer that on the same 
grounds. I do that most respectfully. 

. M r - Tavenner. You say you resigned from the Communist Party 
mJune? 

Mr. Burton. No, I resigned from the Daily People’s World in June. 
I resigned from the Communist Party in April of 1957. 

Mr. Tavenner. April of 1957? 

Mr. Moulder. At that point, would you care to elaborate on that— 
why you resigned, why you disassociated yourself from the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mr. Burton. I would be most happy to. 

As the committee may be aware, if they followed the somewhat 
dreary Communist Party debates that followed the secret Khrushchev 
report of 1956, so-called secret report, there was great dissension 
within the Communist Party. I was considered one of those fighting 
■existing concepts. I published articles to that extent. & 

Mr, Moulder. Existing concepts ? 
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Mr. Burton. Existing concepts, old concepts, under which the 
Communist Party had grown up, functioned. I raised many ques- 
tions. 

The final note came with the revolution in Hungary. - I did not 
and' do. not accept the proposition that Hungary represented a Fascist 
counterrevolution. I held to the position then, and I still hold to it 
now,. that Soviet intervention was not justified. I urged the Commu- 
nist. Party -to take a critical stand, I andmany others. 

Mr; Moulder. Communist Party where ? 

Mr. Burton; Of the tJnited States. It was a .preconvention period 
where a -national convention was coming up. You are hoping to 
accomplish.something that way. I had entertained hopes for a Avhile 
that it might happen, especially because of a number of Daily Worker 
editorials from back East which wex-e highly critical. 

And finally, when it came to the point following the national con- 
vention, where I became convinced this would not happen, I decided 
to leave the party. There were many others involved. I will bring 
in John Gates only to this point, saying that my views were consid- 
ered similar to those of John Gates. I, for example, wrote an arti- 
cle — I still have it here — of what was then known as the National 
•Discussion Bulletin of the Communist Party. 

The Chairman. Is that what brought about someone calling you 
Tito. Didn ? t X read that somewhere ? 

Mr. Burton. I think they may have; They called me worse than 
that. 

This was, a front-page article which called for the dissolution of 
the- Co mmunis t Party, its establishment of a political action organi- 
zation, the concept being, that it should stop its nonsense about being 
the vanguard of the American working class — when, as far as the- 
American 'working class goes, it hardly knows it exists — and start 
learning something about America. 

I jnight add,, again without mentioning names, that this became 
something of a cause celebi*e in party leaders who now coixtr-ol the 
party, who went throughout the land condemning .this as- a new 
form of liquidationism, Titoism, et cetera, et cetera.. 

All -of tliese things culmiiiated-,. and I came to the conclusion that 
.the ‘Communist Party was. finished in this country, and I left the 
Communist- Party . 

That is it in brief . I can go into much more detail -aboiit theoreti- 
cal concepts, and, so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed. 

Mr- Burton. .Well, I held to the views, for example, which at that 
time Togliatti of -the Italian Communist Party advanced and since 
seems to have withdrawn, that any kind of communism or Socialist 
movement any place in the world, can interest only on what he called 
a polycentric basis, meaning by that that there cannot be a Com- 
munist Party of any one country which is judged superior in wisdom 
or in any way to that of another Communist Party. This apparently 
was not. xvelF received by those who now 1 control the party. 

Mr . Moulder. Do I understand that you agreed to that concept? 

Mr. Burton. I agreed with that proposition. This apparently was 
not well received by those who control tire party. 

I might say, in more simple form, the final thing- was that it became 
a sort of a mark of opprobrium. I was given the title of “West. Coast 
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John Gates” which I had .not earned, I do not think, but I was. given 
that title. I think you gentlemen know the story of John Gates. 

I might say that our positions, without ever having been in con- 
tact with each other during this period, were quite similar on almost 
all points. Actually, I preceded John Gates out of the party. John 
Gates 'and that group from* the Daily Worker, as !• reball, left the 
party at the time the Daily Worker folded. I don’t recall the dates. 

But I know I preceded him out. I don’t know what, else to tell here. 

May I add something here;? Maybe I am 'anticipating the> question 
;andf he chairman cap. stop me if I am. 

As far as* my views are concerned, I still consider myself a Socialist 
in outlook. I consider myself an independent Socialist. I hold to 
the view that there is not a single, existing organization in the IJnited '<! 

States today which holds to a Socialist viewpoint which is in any 
way capable of doing justice to that viewpoint or in any way capable 
of providing the germ or doing anything along the lines of socialism. 

I also want to add here, without being disrespectful, that in my ® 

opinion the* Communist Party would be> even more atomized than it 
is today, had it not been for the work of this committee. I say that 
in most respectful terms. 

The Chairman. It is an interesting thing. We are going to have 
a witness this week who will say just the opposite. He will say that 
the work of this committee prevented the Communist Party from ex- 
panding because it was hot a popular thing to> do’ — to be active in 
the Communist front. * - 

Mr. Burton. Let me say it this way : that there were great hazards 
in being a Communist. There still are. One risks economic conse- 
quences; One also risks certain other kinds of consequences, even 
legal consequences. 

I think what happened in the Communist Party in the last 2 years 
was- a wide-open debate which would have gone much further, had 
-not a feeling arisen that you have got to hold back because you will 
be giving names out and, when you give names out, then some com- 
mittee or other gets these names, aiid the next thing that happens 
these people lose their jobs. 

Now, I may have the most profound disagreement with many -peo- 
ple in the Communist Party ,and I do,' as a matter Of fact, with al- 
most all of the people in the Communist. Party. I do not put it on a 
personal basis; I put it purely on a political basis. Some I like as 
persons, some I dislike as persons, as everybody else>butj at the same' 
time, morally and in. conscience, I cannot talk about them and 'their 
views because I feel' these people might lose their jobs, as I have lost 
mine. This becomes a big question in inhibiting inter debate in the 
Communist Party, which I believe would be good not only for what % 

might happen later, but good for the country as a whole. 

The Chairman. Do you think that perhaps Hungary would have 
stimulated such discussion that members would have torn each other 
apart? 

Mr. Burton. I think so. It came close to it. At least I almost 
felt the hot breath down my hack. 

The Chairman. I had a very interesting discussion with Johnnv 
Santo. - ' < J 

Mr. Burton. Is he in this country now ? < : 
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The Chairman. No, Isaw him in Geneva. - • , 1 

Mr. Burton. One of the things that convinced me more than ever 
that what happened in Hungary was not a Fascist counterrevolution, 
was when I saw Johnny SantoVname in the. New York Times. There 
were, - other . things since then that convinced me.. ■ I do not think 
there can .be* indirect aggression ■ by the. State Department,, just 
. as I don’t believe -there can be by the. Soviet Union. One country 
may try to keep the coals on the fire .but .they don’t start the fire. 
I did not believe the Soviet prppogahda that America, started this 
thingj just as-. I ani sorry to, say that I-domot believe the State De- 

E artment .propaganda that the Soviet Union started, the trouble in 
i.ebanon. • * . 

' Mr. Moulder. Going back to your point with reference to this 
committee., do I understand you to say that it is your belief that 
those who are undecided, or were undecided, in connection with the 
Communist -activities were’ influenced to stay morally affiliated with 
the- Communist Party .because of sympathy with certain people :or 
because, of prejudice against the committee 1 ? 

. Mr; Burton. • i think .that was, a factor— not the sole factor-^-but 
that was a :ff actor, because .despite what may be thought .generally,. 
Communist Party members are Ameiicans and subject to- certain 
American attitudes. You do not kick a man while- he is, down; -In 
Other,- words; if a.man is in jail, and subject to.penalty, imprisonment, 
subject to being fired from his job, you. are -going fto lay off him, and 
you- do mot feel dike walking' put oh, .people when they are in need- 
Of help.:../, ' • v i 

Mr. Moulder. Going back to the point -that you raised about losing 
employment,, you. say yoji lost your employment?- • . y 
’ Mr. Burton. Yes. ...... 

Mr. Moulder., How long ago ? ’ . - ... 

Mr. Burton.! August 8. - - , - > 

Mr. Moulder. What caused it? . ; 

Mr. Burton. I had .served as a proofreader at the, Times for 13. 
months:/ v . , • : f - , , • . . 

’ Mr. Werin. Los Angeles Times. * . : . 

: Mr. Burton. Los.Amgeles.Times. « . 

' iThe Chairman. Why didyou lo.se your- job ?. . < < 

Mr. Burton. I am just explaining -it;, o . . I 

,1 camedn * ft work- pne day .and.was; informed by the superintendent 
qf jthefcomposing room, the print shop, -.that there, was a subpena' 
waiting .for me, in the legal office of the Los. Angeles Times on the 
fourth floor. I went up there, and there was a marshal. I beljeye 
it was, the marshal. I didn’t ask -what he was. He had plain clothes 
on.--. Andjhe, handed, me thelubpena-in front of one of the. Times 
attorneys, -.a subpena, of this, committee asking me to appear,. I think 
if was then dated for August 22. ,, , _ , , ... , 

. When I got the subpena I felt I Avanfedfto ,gp and talk to the Los; 
Angeles Times administration myself;, Id-idn’t want.it to .come from 
the committee. , . j . , ; - - J , 

i I will preface it by; saying that the Los Angeles Times did not know 
-of my former connections with- the Daily Worker ; Of:with the- People’s 
Wpffid- j -also .preface it.- by- paying that, my ieavjng; it, out had noth- 
ing- to do with, my competency or' my ability as a craftsman. -I had 
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sufficient abilities and I did not overstate my abilities as a craftsman 
because; as a matter of fact, only 2 weeks before receiving the subpena 
I received araise. 

The Chairman, What type of work were^you doing? 

Mr* Burton* Proofreading* X might also say that the reason for 
my applying for proofreading was I did not want to-iakea job that, 
by any' stretch of the imagination, could be construed sensitive* I 
spent most of my time as a proofreader seeing that there were no 
typographical errors in advertisements* 

So I asked to see the management of the Los Angeles Times and 
I had a conference with the secretary of the Times-Mirror Co* in; 
which I told lummy whole background— I left nothing out— the same 
as l ain telling this committee* 

I told him my attitude, if I had to appeal' as a witness before the 
committee, would be that I am willing to testify about anything 
about myself but X cannot in conscience be an informer to provide 
names* They understood that but they felt that the Times was in a 
very difficult position, and I understood that, too ; that the Times was* 

Then I recognised that they had a legal right on those grounds to 
discharge me for not stating, giving my full employment background 
andmy record. 

Mr* Moulder* Did you conceal it? 

Mr* Burton* Well, rather than concealing i% I omitted it. Yes’, I 
omitted the Daily Worker and 1 the. People’s World in ihy record* I 
knew X would never be employed by the Times had I put it down. 
And I might say that when I left the People’s World, I thought, well, 
I: w ill try to say where I had worked* 

Mr* Tavennee* I am sorry to interrupt you* The direct question 
was asked you* Is that your explanation ? 

Mr* Burton* When you apply for employment at the personnel 
department, you are asked to list your previous employment* 

Mr* Tavenner* I see* 

Mr* Burton* Then I frankly resorted to subterfuges* Bor example, 
in the period of the Daily Worker, instead of saying the Daily Worker, 
I said the P and D Printing Co*, which published the Daily Worker* 
The secretary of the company so stated that he understood. I needed 
a job. I had found that 'I could not obtain a job by telling the truth* 

I had tried that when I left the People’s World* 

When I heard of an opening for a proofreader at the Los Angeles 
Times, I felt, well, this is my area which nobody can say I am possibly 
infiltrating the paper, hunting for typographical errors and seeing 
that they are not made. 

As a matter of fact, at that time I had heard of an opening on the 
copy desk of the Los Angeles Times for which I also was well qualified, 
editorial side, and I would not apply because I felt I just 
didn t want to get into anything that, by any stretch of the imagiiia- 
tion, could be construed as sensitive of creative or anything or the 
sort. I took this job as a proofreader, * 

4 . 1 , ^ ie ^9? - 4 n geles Times, the Times-Mirror Op., felt apparently 

that they would be .put in a very difficult position* As a matter of 
fact, i was asked this- question, and X say this because X don’t feel anV 
nl will toward the Ix>s Angeles Tames, I recognize that they had a 
right and I recognize things that the climate that then existed* they 
had a very difficult choice to make* ' 
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• The Times — at least I got this impression from the discussion— the 
Times management felt that it would, appear that I had not really 
resigned from the Communist Party. It would appear that I might 
not have really resigned from the People’s World, because the interval 
of my leaving the People’s World and obtaining a job. on the Los 
Angeles Times was from June 10 to July 1. 

I was in the unfortunate position of not having to wear a crown of 
thorns at the time. I was able to obtain work. I might points out 
f that none- of my former colleagues on the Daily Worker — and- I 

| pointed this out. to the Los Angeles' Times'— Gates < and the rest of them 1 

! included— despite the fact that there, had been editorial columns ap- 

pearing in the papers at the time, you remember, praising. Gates and 
'*• .. ‘ the others-, yet when these people left the paper, not One of them, not 

a single one of them has been able to' obtain a job in the only craft 
and profession they know. , 

So that was* the situation; I think, again without -being disrespect- 
ful, had it not been for the kind of climate that is often spread by 
Investigations of this type, there is a.'chance that the management may 
have overlooked it, may have decided tliat we have the right to do it, 
but we don’t exercise this right, nothing compels us to exercise tMs 
right. 

I Mr. Tavenner. Can we have a.f ew minutes ? 

■ Mr. Burton. I also wanted to. state here . . 

Mi’/Tavenner. Wait just a minute. 

The Chairman.' We will take a recess. 

i (Committee members present: [Representatives Walter arid 

f Moulder.) . ' 

Mr. Tavenner. You will have an opportunity to- finish what you 
' ' started to say. 

Mr. Burton. I do not consider it a weighty thought. 

. (Short recess.) 

(Committee members present: Representatives Walter and 

Moulder.) 

I - The Chairman. All right, Mr. Tavenner. 

f , Mn Burton. I wanted, to state that I feel that it was- a result of 

i • the subpena that I was discharged. ' ' . . 

[ Secondly, I again, want to 'add that I feel that the’ committee,’! mean- 

c ing- no. disrespect t'o any members of the committee, the committee .in 

its method of functioning is not doing a service at this moment in the 
* country.. I think it is doing a disservice because, by its' very nature; 

you are- spreading a sort of atmosphere of fear, a sort- of gray con- 
formity, -.of fear of expressing any independent thought, and, if you 
please, dangerous-thoughts. . . 

; * ’ Mr. Tavenner. Then I take it you disagree with Congress’ determi- 

nation to keep informed as to the progress of Communist -Party activi- 
ties and its objects in this country ? 

Mr. Burton, I might say as a Washington correspondent for two- 
sessions of ..Congress, rand again meaning no disrespect to- the "Con- 
gressmen, -I think very, few" Congressmen are- inf pirned even despite 
- the: volumes of material- that liave been- published by the committee. 
. Mr. Tavenner. Yes, but you have not answered my question. ’ ' 

Mr. Burton. Will yo.u replirasetit ?■ 

! Mr,- Tatonner, Will- you read the question ? . . 
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(Becord read,) 

Mr, Burton. I think there -are much more objective, much more 
rounded ways of keeping informed. For .example, I hayebeen quite 
impressed with the recent Ford Foundation study palled “The Boots 
of American Communism.” 

The Chairman. It is a greatbOok, 

Mr, Burton, Which made me feel like the biggest fool that, ever 
lived,; having been a Communist for sq many years and >nof> haying 
known about these things,:: But I was.also impressed by the fact that 
this. was scholarly, objective, and \vasmot based, upon what? may be 
disgruntled statements of informers,, of people who were defeated m 
some objective <or some office or anything of the soft, but was fully 
documented* rounded, andeveiythingelse, It is this kind pf a$tudy; 
to me, which is tliebasisof 'Objective understanding. * 

The Chairman. But who reads that? I will bet they do -not sell r a 
thousand copies^Oventhe United States* and i t is one* of the best works 
I haye ever seen. There is, another * volume coming out, you know. 

Mr. Burton. Yes, lam looking forward: todfc. ; . ■ , 

The: Chairman. Who is going tq read it? Who is going to pay $9 
forthe two volumes? • ■ ' 

Mr, Burton. Let me put it this way, Congressman : You, yourself, 
were complaining before that very few .people read the reports of the 
House Committee on Un-American. Activities. * 1 ■ 

The Chairman. You can find tills, volumes on my desk. I read it 
andlaid it there with the hope that .some day someone will notice if. 
It is a trap. I haye it there for the benefit of a lot of people, 
including the employees of the committee. This is the old booby 
trap. No one looks at it. It .has. beenthere f oinahionth. 

Mr. Burton. Maybe they should have left the name “Gpmmunism” 
out of the title. u - ■ 

The Chairman. That is the point. You just do not. bring ,the story 
home to the people. * ■ . 

Mr. Burton. Well, if I may say 

The Chairman. Take Johnny Santo, for example : The immigrant, 
the labor organizer, the Communist,, the Communist Paity j qrganizer, r 
deported. The official of the Hungarian Government.; And then all 
of a sudden a revolutionist. A terrific story. You would have a 
terrible time selling that to' the Saturday Evening Post for $500. 

Mr; Burton, I have been trying to freelance some stuff to the Sat- 
urday Evening Post and have been collecting a lot of rejects. 

The Chairman. I mean it. It is a difficult thing to make people 
come to amappreciation of what is the, right tiling to do. That is what 
we want to know— what is the right thing to do. 

Mr.. Burton. In my opinion, from long experience within the Cbm- 
mimist movement, whiclr may not be the typical experience, because 
most of it was as a newspaperman— in my opinion, people whom you 
may want to influence— I don’t only mean Cormhunists; I include 
Cqmmuilists— but I mean people withdaberal outlooks, * if you please, 
radical outlooks, heed radical outlook; I think the countiy needs a 
native radicalism. Begin with the proposition that anything issued 
by a congressional committee is suspect. It lias happened down 
through theliislory of the radical* movement in this country, I think 
the Ford Foundation bears this outjheeause there were definite reports 
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on these very same^uestions. , But there -are* m jtfcis country a whole 
number ,qf peoplejlike me who would welcome, and look for, a resur- 
genceofia'natiyetyp^jq^padicalism,; \ , t ( ^ .1 , f . 

Mr* Moulder. What kind % < * • 


, Mr. Burton i Ifatiy^ radtcalism^ke Eugene Pebs. - f 

The Chairman. Would you stand up oil: the housetops and' say; that 
anyone who is L a, Coimnupi^t today, or has t; been a Communist since 
Hungary, is a sucker? Would you : say that publicly ? Bou would 
not. , j>-, ^ \ o .i - H - ' ' * , ; i ; C 

Mr. Burton. Letane say This.: What ha§dnfluenced Communists to 
ieave the party j/as far as^ reading , material goes, /more Than anything 
elSe.are certain Manxist non- Communist publications rather than pub- 
lications/ of this cmpmftfee, p h incliide such things! as ih^Araerican 
Socialist* ,a. ninthly ^ppbUcatiqni^ ‘the National Guardian, a weekly 
publication; certain stu^E fronL abroad published 4h pngland-caHed 
the New Keasoner, the University and Left Kevie^y , a very scholarly 
kind of thing..,, [, w *. * < , * „ , w , v / : T f / i* 

The- C hapman. Who reads that scholarly material? ^ < ( d ■ 

* Mr. Burton^ Cpmmjihists.dQ? at least those who study ; not alL of 
them iloi' . This ji$ ; because this' is’ taken in <an- atmosphere of -f r^e> t.ake ? 
and-give .debate^ whereas one feels with a report from a congressional 
committee. there is, rightly or wronglyy-an element pf compulsion;!/ 
j The'QHATRMAN. But why ? Now,- Mix Moulder' was nominated. He 
has not aching To wbrry about. I hav£ been elected' 13, times. Being 
here today just deprives me of the pleasure of sitting on the boardwalk 
of Atlantic City and helping to pick the winner of, -the* beauty con- 
test. But here I sit. But we do notenjoyThis; i ■ f r r' 

■ Mr* B urton^ I amsure^oudorndta 4 ^ , P ? J ... f . ■ 

\('The Chairman, \Bu£a ilqtof people: have' an idea That we hold; heaiv 
irigs justforthe purpose .of doing something, d ^ h-. 1 ■ j 

Mr. Burton. I have covered many hearings in W a'sMhgtom I know 
the Congressmen do not enj oy * it -and :often try to get out of it.' ■ 

The Chairman. Of course we try to;ge£outofit. y- s . - >.T ' - 
Mr. Burton. I think it goes bacbfo.tah old AmericanTradi&on', ; “I 
will think what I please, and nobody is going to telime- what I will 
think.” There is also an atmosphere that if :any agency of ’ the 
Government - - * /r l ,* . 


The Chairman. Do you think the same thing is true,' for example,’ 
when the Monopoly \ Subcomm ittee of the Judiciary Committee holds 
a hearing on the question of whether or not Organized -sports- should 
be -'subject to the antitrusfedaws?' Do you think people listen to those 
witnesses and pay attention? 1 ■■ "y , *t ^ , V- , - 

Mr. Burton: There, yes, because > again of . anfold .antimonopoly 
tradition in this: country. 1 ^ / 1 1 ’ *;:■.* ■* i m ml’ . 1 *' 

The Chairman: Every ^congressional committed is h'oldirig hearings 
constantly, you know that as well as I do. ■ ■ ■ , ■' ■ ■ ' - 1 ' ’ 

Mr.. Burton, Also, although I am not alawyer, far. from' it, there 
one feels 1 / Congress* has the* pdwer and the right To legislate* Many 
people,- including me, : f eel* that Congress 1 has no right, to legislate, in 
helds of thought, press, conviction, and so on. * , * 

The Chair^'N.' It isnot^asypisut? T , * b ■* - ; 1 

Mr* Burton. It is a hne pomt, I grant you. But it goes ’ba r ck*to<&ri 
old, I think, grassroots tradition in this country, which I am all in 
favor of. 
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The Chairman. Mr. Tavernier, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to know whether the witness was a 
delegate to the Sixteenth National Convention of the Communist 
Party. 

Mi’. Burton. No, 1 Was not. I didn’t stay in the show. My position 
Was in print. I couldn’t get elected. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have no first-hand knowledge of your Own of 
the operation of that convention? 

Mr. Burton . It would be hearsay, purely hearsay. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have heard, during the course of this hearing, 
a great deal about recent activities of the Communist Party in this 
area in its effort to reorganize and’ advance in various directions. The 
last meeting to which We have referred was that of the District Coun- 
cil for the Southern District of California of July 27, 1958. When 
did you say that you left the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Burton. • April of 1957. 

Mr. Tavenner. And have you any knowledge of the workings of 
that meeting? 

Mr. Burton. The first I heard it was an element of surprise that 
this committee-knew anything about it. ' That is the first I heard of it. 
1 have not been involved in any Communist Party activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. On December 14, 1957, which is still subsequent to 
the time that you left the Communist Party, there was a letter of 
grievances signed by 22 members of the party here in Los Angeles 
directed to the National Committee of the Communist Party. 

Wereyou in any way connected with that? 

Mr. Burton. No; I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now* going back earlier and to' about the time of 
yottr' leaving the Communist Party, the organizing convention of the' 
new Southern California District of the Communist Party was held 
April 13 and 14, 1957. Did you attend it? 

Mr. Burton. May I consult with my. attorney ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Burton. Yes; I attended that. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the difficulty presented to the member- 
ship of the council at that meeting? 

Mr. Burton. I don’t quite — it doesn’t connect in my mind. The 
difficulties of the council ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; were there any difficulties that arose before 
the council at that time ? 

Mr. Burton. There wasn’t a council in existence at that time: That 
was a convention you are referring to ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes ; it was a convention, not a council meeting. 

Mr. Burton. I can’t recall any. I know I was nominated for office 
there and I declined. I had made up my mind I was leaving then. 

Mr. Tavenner. What office? 

Mr..BuRTON., District council. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever a member of the district council ? 

Mr. Burton. No ; 1 was not. I was never — I never held any party 
post in Calif ornia. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the report made at that convention by 
Dorothy Healey ? 
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Mr. Burton. Well, we are getting into the realm of names again, 
and I would again respectfully, decline on the grounds previously 
stated, 

Mr. Tavenner. There is nothing of a secret character about Doi’Ot 
thy Healey’s cliai rriianship of the Communist. Party of this, area, 
is there? , 

. Mr. Burton. I prefer to stay consistent. I j ust don’t want to testify 
to her activities or I will get into that realm. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you hear a report made by anyone at. that 
convention, outlining the objectives of the Communist Party for 'this 
district? 

Mr. Burton; Yes; I did. „ . 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you agree with the obj ectives of that report ? i 

Mr. Burton. It is. a little difficult for me to recall. I heard so many 
reports in those days. But my impression is that I did not. That is 
thereason I refused to accept nomination for office. Thatis;the reason 
I, at that time, made up my mind I was going to leave, 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the basic area of your objection.?. 

Mr. Burton. Well, I think there was one place In there — and it 
may be another report; I may be. a little hazy here — for example^ 

Mr; Tavenner. Would you like to look at the report? . 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Burton. If you don’t mind, because I heard so many reports 
that they all dissolve together in my mind. 1 can go 'through the 
subheadings and tell you. In the first place, I don’t think this anti- 
monopoly coalition means anything. 

Mr. Tavenner. Enlarge on that. Why ? 

- Mr. Burton. Well, I think nobody needs the Communist Party to 
tell- the American people they are antimonopoly. * 

Mr: Tavenner. Actually speaking, from the Communist viewpoint, 
isn’t that reference to antimonopoly just another way of opposition 
to the free.enterprise system in this country ? 

Mr. Burton. No; I don’t think so. . 

Mr. Tavenner. In the way, in which it was used in the Communist 
Party? . 

Mr. Burton., I think it'was an attempt to sort of bring 'up to date 
the popular front line, of working with other groups toward a, com.-, 
mon objective which, in itself, I don’t think is wrong.. But as a poli- 
tical perspective for any individual party, I thought ,it was just non- 
sense because, in my opinion— again meaning no disrespect for people 
who run for office — any political candidate w-ho .says, “I am for 
monopoly 100 percent” wouldn’t stand a show. It doesn’t mean any- 
thing to me to say that the Communist Party is against monopoly. 
I don’t know any party who is for monopoly. I saw that as no -basis 
for a political, program. 

So there were a whole number of tilings which were really, in a 
sense, the basic line of the party. 

I am trying to skim through quickly,, if it is :of interest to. the 
committee. 

Well, of course,, the business on labor, the general slogans of the 
Communist Party here are nothing to object tp; they are general pro- 
labor slogans, and I am prolabor. An article, in the National Discus^ 
sion Bulletin, on the front page, of November 1956 became one of the 
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points tinder vdrich my position was 'attacked; nknely^ that theUoim 
munisfc Party ha#. no right and no business acting as^a group 1 within 
another organization ; namely, a trade union in this case* This whole 
tiling wa#skirted, Nobody said they woregoing to- do it*' ' But there 
was my basic objection' stated in; print* - 1 just didn’t Slave to take the 
floor* Everybody knew wherel stood on it* ■ 

Their again I say - there are immediate things that they put kip 
there, + legislative things. ^jere H * is nothing . that t object to* It is 
Omissions'thatl'ob^ctto* ' ■ 1 y -■'■■■ . * , "■ .. 

I Certainly agi^e withtherrp osi tion on winning full citizenship for 
the Negro people inthi.'ecimtry-* * ■ - d 

No sense in going through it all. I find some things which point 
up some of ^my* differences, Borne of this stuff is good public rela- 
tioiiSj and you have^to he against motherhood 1 to be 'against here;. 

I might state that the position developed in this report in relation 
to 'the 1 Communist Party Of Eussiag although adopted by the conven- 
tion, is one which is opposed by the present national leadership of 
the Communist Party* I did not disagree, with the position put forth 
here. I thought there were some mealy-mouthed phrases, I would 
have liked to have had a stronger statement but I thought it was prog- 
ress at the time-in the Context of fhe situation* - ^ 

Of course, this part here is one- which- I objected* to very 
strenuously* * 

An attempt to reach unity where this report speaks about no need 
to 'take a position on Hungary, actually I felt that if the Communist 
Party did not take a position on Hungary, it is political suicide: 
and I still believe it. ' 

- Mr* Tavenner ; D’orothy Healey, at a later time, expressed very vig- 

orously her disapproval of the^ecutron of Nagy and the whole Com- 
munist line against Hungary, but yoii were notpresent at that 
meeting? " r .1 

Mr* Burton* No. I heard about it* Whether it was in the 1 press 
or on television that she stated it, I don’t remember ; .but I heard’ it* 
This thing 'here, -this report here, the- Question of Hungary was 
skirted* • ^ 1 

f might say that had 1 the, reporter, whoever dt was, takelij in my 
opinion,* a full position on Hungary the : way the particular 'reporter 
felt, 1 that convention would have been thrown into-furmoih It was 
an attempt to avoids position that keeps them calm. 

Mr:: Tavenner* That evasion at -that time served the national or- 
ganization of tile Communist Party in a very substantial way; didn’t 
it,? ^ - 

Mr:*BtjkTdN* That was iny feeling and that is why I left* * ' 

- Mr*- Tavenner* There iVere a^ number of efforts made by; the Soviet 
Union prior to, and immediately following the Sixteenth National 
Convention of the Communist Party, indicating a renewed effort to 
control the Communist Party in this country immucli the same man- 
ner as Duclos in his letter in 1945* 'That istufeyisitnot? - 

Mr* Burton. I felt that way* I felt that way. I felt -that* the 
promise yliich was' opened up by the wide debate ahd variance- of 
opinion in the world Communist movement following the So-called 
secret ^hruslichetv report held' great hope, butT soon began to feel 
that this L w’asbeing Svithdramu * 7 1 * ■ ' ^ 1 


COMMUNISM IN' SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA 135 . 

,j Mr; Tavbnneri < And 'the declaration of the -12 Communist .coun- 
tries iu »1957' 'was i another action of the- foreign; Communist group 
which no .doubt influenced you inf your attitude? . •'•-* j. 

Mr.< Burton.. ; I agreed with! the - Yugoslavs -even though -I, wasn’t, 
there. 

• - Mr. Tavenner:- Yugoslavia'Wasdhe' only .Communist! country' which 
would not become a party to it? i -j‘. •«<•: i - ; ; ‘ . 

Mr..BuRTX)N..'Yes.- <*.•• • < I .>>>.' i . 

Mr. Tavenner. And the 12-Party- Declaration was 'wamdy-'wel- 
comed by the national committee 'after that co mm ittee, had been sub- 
jected to the full control of jtheEoster'group?* > 

Mr. Burton. I gather there were some shenanigans about that:;- al- 1 
though I. -was not there I gathered what happened: I don’t -believe 
I was in at the time. Maybe I was. I learned about it .later any- 
way. I .gather what happened is that a small group, the resident 
committee there, immediately warmly hailed at,- to nse-an bid leftwihg 
cliche,- and immediately there- were protests from the; nonx-esident 
members over various parts of the .country. - 1 ! -don’t know- whether -it 
was .a. -majority protest, but there - was considerable protest. I know 
there. was -some from, California. r-.So that’s- as. I remember the situs 
ation, , -nr,-. • .vi •, *, .- < >v. - -* ' 

Mr. Tavenner.. Now you expressed very vividly youx*. opposition' to 
the C om m uni st Party program within; labor as being .a Comhxxuiist 
Party group- -within a -labor -uriioxl. »* >• .* * . ■ >r,<* 

. I want to ask you if you take the sarne view with, reference : fo the 
activities -.of the Communist. Party w i Hi .respect to; the A egro -question. 
> Mr.*, Burton. As a. matter -of-, fact; in, this, article of. .November 
1956,1 state yery-explxcitly-that-a political party to have. 'any validity 
in* -the American scene must’ f unction- in its; own right. Communists 
who happen to be trade unionists, who happen to. be -any-othef ' kind 
of thing, they will function as trade -unioriistsf-f-just as .any" other 
person may be a Democrat and function ’as a trade .uniomstj. End 
there is.no/dojxbt jhi's- philosophy will lead him, in certain directions ; 
,but4t ; is jvjiongy.it is futilej.andt.it is: resented- by a member of-aiiy 
orgaixization to have the feeling that another member has a .dual, 
loyalty. . This has been my position all along. 

Mr, Tavenner. Not only in the field of labor but in other fields? 

Mr. Burton. Any field. ‘ 

Mir. Tavenner. In connection with the Jewish question as posed 
in that report, in connection with the Negro question 'as posed in that 
report, do you not agree ? 

Mx*. Burton, Yes. Let me put it this way : If I were— I am a 
member of a Jewish .center organization. I would like to see us reach 
the day that, supposing I were a Communist, a Socialist,- whatever 
it is, I can be a Communist in philosophy, the director of the center 
may be a democrat in philosophy, but .our. first loyalty when we are 
in the center or in an organization is that center and that organiza- 
tion. When we go to a Communist Party meeting or' a Democx-atic 
Party meeting, that is another question that has nothing to do with 
the center*. ■ 

Mr. Tavenner. But you do not believe in the Communist -Party 
sending, you, for instance, as a member in that organization to in- 
fluence on behalf of the Communist Party even in cases against the 
interest of tha t organization ? _ 
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Mr. Burton. Of course, I have. ©ever known it to influence it in the 
case against the interests but I don’t believe any organization, should 
do that, Communist Party or anybody else. I don’t believe in any 
group that is not native to that organization ox-ganizing itself as a 
group. 

Mr; Tavenner. But that has-been the great basic plan of the Com- 
munist Party in order to capture membership. < 

Mr. Burton. It is one which I disagree with and stated publicly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, but it is one ? 

Mr. Burton. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. One of the great basic principles upon which the 
Communist Pax-ty operates ? 

Mr. Burton. Yes, and I think it is :a futile one. I think the period 
has demonstrated that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you this— it is now getting late. I 
think it would be 'to the advantage of the committee, and to you, if we 
are able to talk with you oh these general pi’oblehis a little at leisure, 
rather than continuing here at this time in this hearing. 

Would you be. willing to meet the investigator of the committee 
at some time and- place that is convenient to you and discuss these 
problems which we have been discussing in a more thorough manner ? 

(Witness confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. With your GOUrisel present, if he desires. 

Mr. Burton. I would, very much like to consult my counsel at 
length about this. , 

« -If I have -the -power, I would rather postpone my answer, if it is 
possible, because I have some questions and some problems that arise 
that I would rather discuss with- my counsel, if I may; 

Mr; Wirin. We will give you an answer or give Mi-. Wheeler a© 
answer in short order. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thatis all right. 

The Chairman. All right. 

(Whereupon, at 5:25 p.m., Wednesday* September 3, the -com- 
mittee recessed, to reconvene at 9 :30 a.m., Thursday, September 4, 
1958; • 

X- 


